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Not kid’s stuff! The Roadster for kids
How the little BMW Z4 takes after the bigger original
Whether it be the designers, engineers or other specialists at BMW - creativity is their watchword. They don’t always concentrate on forms and colours, engines, materials and the equipment of cars and motorbikes. Sometimes they have other tasks to tackle – ones which demand no less in terms of attention, dedication and accuracy of detail, for example when they’re focusing on the design and construction of BMW’s children’s vehicles. The young car fans want to have fun and get racing as quickly as possible. Parents are more concerned with quality and maximum safety when they decide to buy a four-wheeled present for their children.
A real BMW as a child’s vehicle
There’s now a new toy in town for youngsters - the BMW Z4. For sporty kids, the Roadster is available as a pedal car. And for kids who like a little more comfort, it comes equipped with an electric engine if required.
As the big Z4 was just starting to turn heads at its unveiling, the preparations for a child-friendly version were already in their final stages.  The small Z4 is also a true BMW - the bodywork and fittings were developed and built at BMW. And just like with the original, the company’s various departments provide their expertise for the children’s vehicle too.
When designing the children’s Z4, the interior and exterior design specialists ensure that the basic shape of the vehicle matches that of the original. The model builders use a clay model to turn the paper drafts into a three-dimensional form. And from there come the prototypes. BMW’s ergonomics experts ensure total ergonomy in the design of the child- and back-friendly seating position in the interior of the small Z4. And of course, the electricians also play a vital role, developing a suitable engine for the mini sportscar.
Attention to detail right through to the end
The design of the small Z4 is based on the original CAD data of the large roadster. This is clearly visible even from the basic shape - a long bonnet and a very short tail are the clear features of the Z4, while the seat in the child’s car is positioned further back, just like in the larger version. There’s also perfection at second glance - for example with the small front with the typically bipartite radiator grill. The design of the headlights, rear mirror, door handles and sporty wheel rims are also identical.
Safety comes first
Simply ‘miniaturising’ isn’t enough to build a BMW pedal car. A children’s car must be able to be driven, be stable and must also satisfy the parents’ safety requirements. The Z4 passes all of these tests with flying colours. Welded from steel pipes and with a resistant plastic coating, the mini-car is extremely robust. And with an adjustable seat, the Z4 grows with the child – it can be driven by children aged from around two to four years.
Thick, wide rubber tyres ensure excellent road grip, so that the vehicle won’t skid in the event of sudden braking manoeuvres. The brakes grip both rear wheels and the engine switches off automatically in the electrical version after ‘full braking’. To keep the low risk of injury at four kilometres an hour even lower, the mini-roadsters also pass through various tests – just like their bigger counterparts. The Z4 is also subjected to all the TÜV stress tests for toys. There is space on the original Munich registration plate for the TÜV seal of approval.
While the pedal version can speed along with everything that the driver’s little legs can muster, the electric version has a six Volt engine and a battery which, when fully charged, guarantees around one and a half hours of driving pleasure. But the Z4 wouldn’t be a BMW if the engine didn’t offer an additional sophisticated feature - it has a proprietary starting electronics system for controlling the torque. And BMW owns the patent for this technology. As you can see, there’s nothing undeveloped about the small Z4. The forerunner, the Z3, was a star among BMW children’s products for a long time. And the Z4 is getting ready to stay on that road to success.
The Z4 children’s vehicle is available from selected BMW dealers or on the Internet at www.bmw-shop.com/lifestyle. The pedal version costs Euro 179, while the model featuring the electric engine is available for Euro 300.
Fine-grade photographic material can be downloaded from the BMW PressClub at www.press.bmwgroup.com.
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