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Final rehearsal in the snow: Dakar rally drivers 
test the MINI ALL4 Racing. 
Defending champion Stéphane Peterhansel and team colleague 

Joan Roma present their racing car and demonstrate the benefits of 

the all-wheel drive system ALL4 for the MINI Countryman and the 

MINI Paceman.  

 
Munich. A safe and fast run with the intelligent all-wheel drive 

system MINI ALL4: this applies to eleven-time Dakar Rally winner 

Stéphane Peterhansel just as it does to winter sports enthusiasts on 

their way to their preferred skiing area. Three weeks prior to the start 

of the world's toughest long-distance rally in the MINI ALL4 Racing, 

the Frenchman joins forces with Spanish team colleague "Nani" 

Roma in the Tyrolean Alps for a final rehearsal of a different kind. In 

Kühtai, Austria, the two rally pros from the German X-raid team 

present their current racing car during a snow testing program. In 

addition they will demonstrate in the MINI Countryman and the MINI 

Paceman how MINI’s all-wheel drive system - ALL4 - ensures 

supreme traction, optimised ride stability and MINI`s trademark 

driving fun on bends. 

With Stéphane Peterhansel at the wheel, the MINI ALL4 Racing has 

already had two successive wins in the Dakar Rally through South 

America. The legendary contest will get underway for the 36th time 

on January 5th 2014 in Rosario, Argentina. For MINI, this will be the 

start of "Mission Hat-Trick", a third win would allow the MINI ALL4 

Racing to secure a success series equalled only by the three overall 

victories clinched by the classic Mini at the Monte Carlo Rally in the 

1960s. Team X-raid will face the challenge of achieving this third 

consecutive triumph with a record line-up of eleven MINI ALL4 

Racing vehicles. 

In Kühtai, Stephane Peterhansel and Nani Roma will demonstrate just 

how well drivers and cars are prepared for the almost 9 400-kilometre 

route over gravel, sand dunes, rocks and ice. The current MINI ALL4 

Racing model is in better shape than ever before, the team has drawn 
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on the experience of previous years to further refine the high-speed 

and all-round qualities of this compact racer and tackle the fresh 

challenges posed by an even more exacting route, while at the same 

time keeping even stronger competitors at bay. 

A key factor for success is precisely controlled power distribution to 

all four wheels. The permanent all-wheel drive system MINI ALL4 

responds instantly as required - even anticipating extreme situations - 

so as to transfer the full engine power to the road or to whatever else 

happens to be under the wheels at the time. This is why ALL4 

guarantees maximum traction and ride stability over all terrain types 

as well as optimised agility when taking bends at speed - not just in 

rally racing but also in the serial production MINI Countryman and 

MINI Paceman models. 

The system is based on an electromagnetic centre differential and 

distributes drive force at continuously variable levels between the 

front and rear axle. Its electronic management system is integrated 

directly in the Dynamic Stability Control (DSC) control unit, In normal 

situations on the road, up to 50 per cent of the drive torque is 

directed to the rear axle - in extreme situations such as when driving 

on ice or snow this figure can go up to 100 per cent. The driver's 

intentions and the situation on the road are constantly aligned, with 

adaptations to altered conditions being made within a few 

milliseconds. This allows engine power to be channelled to wherever 

it can be most effectively converted into traction and driving fun.  

ALL4 is now available in ten models across the MINI range. The 

system is optionally available for the MINI Cooper Countryman, MINI 

Cooper S Countryman, MINI Cooper D Countryman and MINI 

Cooper SD Countryman as well as the MINI Cooper Paceman, MINI 

Cooper S Paceman, MINI Cooper D Paceman and MINI Cooper SD 

Paceman. The top athletes MINI John Cooper Works Countryman 

and MINI John Cooper Works Paceman transfer their engine power 

to all four wheels as standard.  
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For any queries, please contact: 

 

Corporate Communications 

Andreas Lampka, Head of Communications MINI 
Telephone: +49 89-382-23662, Fax: +49 89-382-20626 
E-Mail: andreas.lampka@mini.com 
 

Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
 
 
Manfred Grunert, Head of Product and Lifestyle Communications MINI, BMW Motorcycle  
Telephone: +49 89-382-27797, Fax: +49 89-382-20626 
E-Mail: manfred.grunert@bmw.de 
 

Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
 
 
 

The BMW Group 

The BMW Group is the leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles in the 
world with its BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 
28 production and assembly facilities in 13 countries and has a global sales network in more than 
140 countries. 
 
In 2012, the BMW Group sold about 1.85 million cars and more than 117,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2012 was euro 7.82 billion on revenues 
amounting to euro 76.85 billion. At 31 December 2012, the BMW Group had a workforce of 
105,876 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the 
value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving 
resources as an integral part of its strategy. 
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