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Preview: Races 19 and 20, 21st to 23rd October 2005, Hockenheimring.
Champion Wanted: Will it be Buemi or Hülkenberg?

Hockenheim. The 25 drivers of the Formula BMW ADAC Championship are feverishly awaiting the season’s final event at the Hockenheimring (21-23 October). This year’s battle for the title will not be decided until championship races 19 and 20. Swiss driver Sébastien Buemi (ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) wants to end the season as Formula BMW ADAC Champion, and so does Nicolas Hülkenberg of Emmerich (Josef Kaufmann Racing). Both contestants have built up an impressive record so far.

With the exception of the sixth race at Spa, 16-year-old Buemi has finished in the points every time. He has taken 15 podium places, seven times as the winner. With a tally of 270 he leads the rankings in advance of the Hockenheim event.  The Mücke Motorsport driver is contesting his second Formula BMW ADAC season. Last year the Swiss youngster from the small town of Aigle came third in the championship.

Hülkenberg made his debut as a Formula BMW ADAC driver in 2005. The 18-year-old competitor from North-Rhine Westphalia already secured the Rookie Championship title early on after the 14th race at the Norisring. Like Buemi, he has failed just once to make it into the points. Race 13 at the Norisring proved unlucky for him when he had to retire early. He has climbed onto the podium 13 times and taken the top spot seven times. Hülkenberg heads for the last two championship races with 261 points under his belt – nine short of Buemi. 

The season’s final weekend promises plenty of excitement. Hockenheim will see the champion crowned and the most successful team honoured. In the team standings, ASL Mücke Motorsport has 452 points ahead of Josef Kaufmann Racing (397 points) and Team Rosberg (209).

The contest between Buemi and Hülkenberg will not only have the Hockenheim crowd on the edge of their seats: at the World Final of all the Formula BMW series (13th to 16th December in Bahrain) the two drivers will be locking horns once again. Along with another 32 junior drivers, they will be gunning for the winner’s prize – a test drive in a BMW Formula One car.

Championship standings after 18 out of 20 races (top 5): 1. Sébastien Buemi (CHE/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg, 270), 2. Nicolas Hülkenberg (Emmerich/Josef Kaufmann Racing, 261), 3. João Urbano (POR/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg, 155), 4. Chris van der Drift (NLD/Team Rosberg, 131), 5. Nick de Bruijn (NLD/Josef Kaufmann Racing,105).

Rookie standings: 1. Hülkenberg (334), 2. de Bruijn (197), 3. Martin Ragginger (AUT/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg, 178), 4. Mika Mäki (FIN/Mäki, 141), 5. Sergio Perez Mendoza (MEX/4speed Media, 133).

Background:

Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level class in Formula racing. In 2005 the series will be held in Germany, the UK, Asia and the USA. Up-and-coming drivers as young as 15-years-old are given the opportunity of entering motor racing with the high-tech, standard FB02 race car.

This racing car has been seen on the grid since 2002 and has set standards particularly on the safety technology front. The single-seater is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine up to 230km/h and exceeds by far the safety requirements for its class. BMW Motorsport has developed the FORS Formula Rescue Race Seat especially for Formula BMW. The HANS safety system is also mandatory.

In 2005, Formula BMW will be staged five times as part of the Formula One support programme. All the series offer a multifaceted Education and Coaching Programme as well as sponsorship for promising racing talents. The best-known alumni of this talent hothouse are Formula One drivers Ralf Schumacher and Christian Klien.

BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen: “Formula BMW offers talented young drivers more than just a car. In the Education and Coaching Programme we have designed specially for them, they learn everything they need to know to hold their own in the big wide world of motor racing. Formula BMW has shot out of the blocks to become the top entry-level class for Formula racing worldwide.”

From 13th to 16th December 2005 the Bahrain International Circuit will host the first Formula BMW World Final. Young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series will compete against each other. The winner will get a Formula One test drive.

Press contact: Anne Schildmacher, 

Mobile: +49-170-3436286, as@9pm-media.com
Further info on the Formula BMW ADAC Championship at  

www.adac.de/motorsport, www.press.bmw.com
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