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Central building of the BMW Leipzig plant wins German Architecture Award 2005 
Architect Zaha Hadid to be presented with the award at the BMW plant on December 16

Leipzig. This year’s German Architecture Award goes to the central building of the new BMW Leipzig plant. The building was designed by architect Zaha Hadid (London). The German Architecture Award is worth 25,000 Euros and is conferred every two years by the E.ON Ruhrgas AG under the auspices of the German Association of Architects. The architect will be presented with the award at the BMW Leipzig plant on 16 December 2005.

During the award, Zaha Hadid will deliver a ceremonial speech. The official greeting and the welcoming speech will be held by Dr. Burckhard Bergmann, Chief Executive of E.ON Ruhrgas AG, Dr. Norbert Reithofer, head of production at BMW, Wolfgang Tiefensee, Federal Minister of Transport, Building and Urban Development, Prof. Dr. Geog Milbradt, Minister-President of the Free State of Saxony, Prof. Arno Sighard Schmid, President of the German Association of Architects and Peter Claussen, Managing Director of the BMW Leipzig plant. The award-winning works will be presented by Prof. Dr. Ing. Werner Durth, who will preside over the jury.

On March 22, 2002, an international panel of judges declared Zaha Hadid Architects, London, winners of the architecture competition to design the central building of the new BMW Leipzig Plant.  During the award ceremony, Hadid commented:  “We are proud to have designed a core element of the new BMW Leipzig Plant.” After presenting her spectacular-looking concept at the Venice Architecture Exhibition, the company was pleased to learn that Zaha Hadid was selected as the winner of the Pritzker Architecture award in 2004.  “At last, I will be able to test my architectural language on a large, functional building, “ Zaha Hadid confided to Alexander Hosch of Architectural Digest in 2004, “panta rhei, here the energy flows from all sides.” Automobiles pass offices on huge assembly lines whilst being manufactured; technology becomes ornamental with organic structures harmoniously blending in with the functionality of the building.  As Zaha Hadid put it: “The central building concentrates and distributes all significant flows of movement within the plant.  This project is, therefore, a wonderful opportunity for us to transform movement into architecture.  The idea of incorporating all communicative flows within the central building is also evident in the design of the spacious external area, as if the central building were creating a gravitational field.” The BMW Group as principal builder is honored to receive the most important, internationally renown German Prize für Architecture.
Prior to the award ceremony at 2 p.m. (admission only if advance notice is given) a press conference will be held at the central building of the BMW Leipzig plant commencing at 1 p.m. Media representatives are requested to accredit themselves beforehand at the BMW Leipzig plant (see below for person to contact) or with the following person: Helmut Roloff, E.ON Ruhrgas AG, phone 0201 184-3952.

The BMW Leipzig plant was officially opened on 13 May 2005, series production of the 3 Series saloon having already commenced at Leipzig on
1 March. Around 400 automobiles are currently produced there every day. 

On the factory premises BMW as well as its suppliers and associates provide jobs for more than 4,000 employees. Medium–term forecasts show that this figure will increase to around 5,500, based on a production capacity of 650 vehicles per day.

The central building at the BMW Leipzig plant is in keeping with the tradition of other outstanding BMW architectural highlights. These include the company headquarters in Munich, the so-called “four cylinder” building designed by architect Karl Schwanzer (opened in 1973), the Research and Innovation Centre (RIC) in Munich featuring the recently constructed project building, and “BMW Welt”, an innovative experience and delivery centre designed by the Viennese architects COOP HIMMELB(L)AU and currently still under construction. Completion is expected for the winter of 2006/2007.
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