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1. BMW Group Mobile Tradition at the Mille Miglia 2004
Mille Miglia 2004 again draws 21 BMW teams +++ Strong Cané/Galliani pairing +++ Boni/Barziza drive BMW 328 for the Ladies’ Trophy

Munich/Brescia. Hundreds of thousands of spectators, spectacular views, unique classic sports cars: starting on May 6th, the Mille Miglia will once again cast it spell on participants, spectators and fans of vintage motor racing from around the world. First staged 77 years ago, the Mille Miglia today enjoys an exceptional reputation as a leading classic car event. Taking part in the rally through northern and central Italy are cars which competed in the classic Mille Miglia at least once between 1927 and 1957. The field of starters comprises almost 400 notable classics.

This year BMW will again be out in force, with a total of 21 teams lining up for the start of the event in Brescia. Eight of them have been signed up by BMW Group Mobile Tradition, the heritage division of the German car manufacturer. The Mobile Tradition teams are all driving BMW 328s. This model, after all, has been one of the most successful in BMW’s 75-year history of car manufacturing. Its most sensational victory was winning the Mille Miglia in 1940. It is thus fitting that the series winner of the new edition of the Mille Miglia, Giuliano Cané, with his partner Lucia Galliani, will be contesting the 2004 Mille Miglia in this BMW 328 Mille Miglia Coupé featuring a Touring body. 

Back in 1940, Fritz Huschke von Hanstein paired up with Walter Bäumer to drive this aerodynamically honed sports car along the then 1,503-kilometre course in a record time of 8 hours, 54 minutes and 46 seconds, crossing the finish line in Brescia as overall winners. 

Also returning to this year’s event for BMW are the winners of last year’s Ladies’ Trophy, Franca Boni and Monica Barziza. The line-up of VIPs from the BMW Group is led by Professor Burkhard Göschel, BMW Board Member for Development and Purchasing, who will be riding a BMW 328 with special bodywork. Also taking part is the Chairman of BMW Italia, Dottore Marco Saltalamacchia, the CEO of the BMW (US) Holding Corporation, Tom Purves, and the Director of BMW Group Corporate Communications, Richard Gaul. All three will be joined by media representatives. Another BMW 328 will be in the capable hands of Prince Leopold of Bavaria, who will share the car with legendary engine designer Paul Rosche. Among Rosche’s creations was the turbo engine that won the Brabham-BMW team the Formula One World Championship title in 1983. A team from the German classic car magazine Motor Klassik, made up of Bernd Wieland and Peter Grossgarten, completes the list of entrants fielded by BMW Group Mobile Tradition.

Further information on this year’s Mille Miglia event can be found at http://www.millemiglia.it.

BMW Teams Mille Miglia 2003.


BMW Group Mobile Tradition.

	No.
	Model
	Driver
	Co-driver

	85
	BMW 328
	Bernd Wieland


	Peter Grossgarten



	94
	BMW 328 
	Marco Saltalamaccia
	Maria Leitner

	103
	BMW 328
	Franca Boni
	Monica Barziza

	121
	BMW 328
	Richard Gaul
	Thomas Ganske

	126
	BMW 328
	Leopold von Bayern
	Paul Rosche

	130
	BMW 328 MM
	Thomas Purves
	Csaba Csere

	139
	BMW 328 MM Coupé
	Giuliano Cané
	Lucia Galliani

	148
	BMW 328 Berlin –Rom
	Burkhard Göschel
	Jürgen Kübler


Private teams.

	72
	BMW 315/1
	Claraz
	Luedi

	81
	BMW 328
	Grewe
	Grotefels

	90
	BMW 328
	Bertoli
	Ghidoni

	99
	BMW 328
	Nauck
	Nauck

	113
	BMW 328
	v. Baumbach
	v. Baumbach

	114
	BMW 328
	Dauphin
	Simon

	117
	BMW 328
	Pamberg
	Pamberg

	144
	BMW 328
	Paulin
	Ciocca

	145
	BMW 328
	Sauer
	Schliwinski

	155
	BMW Isetta
	Mercandanti
	Mercandanti

	211
	BMW 507
	Dauphin
	Hoffmann

	350
	BMW 507
	Michael Eschmann
	Tang

	
	BMW Veritas
	Seekamp
	Seekamp


2. History: 
BMW and the Mille Miglia.

Towards the end of 1925, four well-to-do young racing enthusiasts in Italy made a decision which was to have a significant impact on motorsport: 
they called into being a road race which is regarded by many connoisseurs as the most difficult but also the most appealing of its kind – the Mille Miglia.

Despite formidable obstacles on the organizational and bureaucratic front, 
the first Mille Miglia race was launched in Brescia in spring of 1927. The route covered 1,018 tortuous miles in hazardous conditions, mostly along unsurfaced roads, across pontoon bridges and through narrow towns and villages. It ran from Brescia via Bologna and Florence to Rome, then back to Brescia via Ancona, Ferrara, Treviso and Vicenza. Both drivers and cars were tested to the limit in this race, one of whose aims was to demonstrate the quality of Italian automotive engineering. This was indeed impressively achieved. Among the first twenty in the overall placings, just one Bugatti represented car manufacturing outside Italy.

Italian racing cars were to dominate virtually every Mille Miglia event up to 1957. Before World War II the stars were the “red racers from Portello”, 
Alfa Romeos which scooped 10 out of 13 races. The period following 1947 marked the ascendancy of Ferrari: under the logo of the black horse rampant, the commendatore led his bolides to eight overall victories.

From its inception, the Mille Miglia exuded a unique ambience. Tens of thousands of spectators braved all kinds of weather to watch the race even along its remotest stretches through the Apennines. The start and finish 
of the race in Brescia invariably turned into a public festival. Stars such as 
Piero Taruffi, Rudolf Caracciola, Luigi Villoresi, Tazio Nuvolari, Stirling Moss, Juan Manuel Fangio, Huschke von Hanstein, and many others besides ensured plenty of excitement and drama along the way.

When spring came and the Mille Miglia saw off its field of competitors, representing various categories and sometimes numbering more than 
400 cars, all Italy was afire with racing fever. But 1931 brought a major disappointment for the Italian fans who had become so accustomed to victory: this time Rudolf Carraciola in a powerful supercharged Mercedes SSKL 
left the competition trailing. It was a victory which did much for the 
event’s international flair.

For a long time after, it seemed virtually impossible to topple Alfa Romeo from its dominant position. Their elegant models, with powerful eight-cylinder in-line engines of 2.3 to 2.9 litres displace​ment, equipped with Rootes superchargers and delivering between 178 and 360 bhp, simply proved unbeatable.

Then in 1936 a new sports car suddenly appeared on the scene: 
the BMW 328. Compared with the Alfas it seemed positively petite and, 
with just 80 brake horsepower as standard, was not exactly a muscle car. 
Yet it was to develop enormous potential.

Within a short space of time the light, compact, open-topped BMW 328s gathered up just about everything there was to win in the 2-litre class. 

For lack of competition, some of the races were virtually monopolised by these roadsters in Eisenach, which generally appeared with white bodywork. 
1938 marked the first major showdown between Alfa Romeo and BMW at the Mille Miglia and BMW’s first appearance in this traditional event. Of the fpour works cars, British driver A.F.P. Fane went on in his BMW 328 to gain a supreme victory in the two-litre class. In the overall placings, Fane managed 8th position while the other factory 328s took 10th, 11th and 12th places. 
The break-through had been achieved. Next to Auto Union and Mercedes-Benz, BMW had established itself as Germany’s third leading sports car manufacturer.

A horrific accident in Bologna, however, which claimed ten lives and left numerous injured, decided the future of this most significant road race of the time. The very next day, the Italian government outlawed all racing events 
on urban roads.

In 1939 no Mille Miglia race took place. Instead a race was held in Libya which set the stage for the next trial of strength between the sports car makers from Milan and Munich. 

The Tobruk–Tripolis race covered 1,500 km (932 miles), which approached the distance of the Mille Miglia. About a third of the course consisted of straight high-speed tracks. At this “Corsa Litoranea Libya”, BMW faced competition from a new Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 with twin super​chargers and almost twice the power of the German contenders. Although the Munich carmakers failed to gain overall victory, they achieved a remarkable succès d’estime: at an average speed of just 1.2 km/h (0.74 mph) below the winner, the fastest BMW 328 Roadster came home third, with the other two BMW 328s taking 5th and 6th place.

Back in Italy, meanwhile, feverish discussions were being held with a view to finding a replacement for the world-famous Mille Miglia. In the interim, 
BMW won the Le Mans 24 hours in a 328 coupé with lightweight bodywork by Touring of Milan, the local coachbuilders of arch-rivals Alfa Romeo. 
Other 328 racing models with light, aerodynamic bodies were being perfected in Munich. Finally, it was announced that the first “Gran Premio Brescia 
delle Mille Miglia” would be staged at the end of April in place of the traditional event. With a view to eliminating as many risks as possible, a level route had been selected which presented few sharp corners and bypassed all towns. 
It ran along good-quality roads between the triangle of Brescia, Mantua and Cremona. Rome finally gave its blessing for the race to take place.

For BMW, however, time was running short. The plan was to field five 328s, 
all in lightweight construction. But Munich was only able to complete three cars: two streamlined coupés and a roadster. These models set out across the Brenner Pass to Italy in March 1940, sure of victory and with the aim of conducting comprehensive testing. Two other roadsterwhere prepared by Touring, following sketches from Munich.

Europe at this time was teetering on the edge of an abyss. Hitler had invaded Poland and was planning the invasion of Belgium, Holland and France which, along with Britain, had already declared war on the Third Reich. The mood was oppressive, and Britain refused to take part in the Brescia 1,000 Miles. Nevertheless, on April 28 the starter’s flag came down. The 103-mile course had to be rounded nine times. 

From the start, Fritz Huschke von Hanstein and Walter Bäumer took the lead in their Touring coupé, the winning model at Le Mans, closely followed by the second 328 coupé and the 2.5-litre Alfa Romeos. The Germans maintained their lead right through to the finish, and it was a good quarter of an hour before the runners-up crossed the finishing line, in an Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 SS with a far superior engine. Clocking up an average speed of 
166.724 km/h (103.6 mph), Hanstein and Bäumer managed to set up a legendary record for the Mille Miglia which remained untouched even 
after the war. In all fairness, it should be pointed out that this Mille Miglia was in every way and exception and bears no comparison with the route of previous or subsequent races of the same name.

Be that as it may, the four BMW 328s which completed the race safe and sound – the fifth car limped home after a fault – can justifiably be said to have accomplished a remarkable feat. By taking 1st, 3rd, 5th and 6th positions, 
they had broken the Alfa Romeo spell.

Shortly after this phenomenal victory for BMW, all European racing activities had to cease as the Continent was convulsed by Hitler’s insane war. 
Three low-profile, lightweight BMW 328 roadsters with Superleggera bodywork commissioned from Touring by the German Supreme 
National Sports Authority were never to make any race appearances.

After the war, in an Italy impoverished and devastated in many parts by the war, the Mille Miglia was revived in 1947 along a route which included a number 
of roads in pitiable condition. It was to be the beginning of Ferrari’s spectacular ascendancy. Apart from Alfa Romeo’s victory in this debut race, only 
Mercedes managed to temporarily shatter Ferrari’s supremacy in 1955 with the legendary 300 SLR.

Again the route covered a distance of around 1,000 miles between Brescia and Rome, and involved two crossings of the Apennine mountain range. 
But the days of this legendary race were now numbered. Year by year it became more dangerous to send increasingly powerful and fast sports cars careering along public roads to reach the finish line safely. Often there 
were more than 400 cars on the road, including such curiosities as seven ISO microcars, the forerunners of the BMW Isetta, which put on a brave show 
in 1954. More and more categories were permitted, and even diesel models once formed part of the rich tapestry of Mille Miglia contenders.

On 12 May 1957, towards the close of the 24th Mille Miglia, what many had long dreaded occurred. On a straight stretch, the driver of a Ferrari with more than 400 bhp and travelling at well over 200 km/h (125 mph) lost control 
of his car and caused a bloodbath among the spectators lining the route, in a disaster reminiscent of the 1938 tragedy in Bologna. It spelt the ultimate demise of the Mille Miglia. After 1945, BMW hadn’t sent any more factory teams to Italy. A privateer who entered a BMW 507 in 1957 was therefore the last to drive a model with the white and blue emblem in what was arguably 
the world’s most famous race.

Yet the unrivalled fascination of this race was to live on. In 1977 a number of influential enthusiast organized the first Mille Miglia for classic cars to save this glorious race with its wonderful – and tragic – memories from falling into oblivion. Ever since, along an attractive route which runs close to the original course, the reliability of classic sports-racers and tourers has been put to 
the test annually. Any model which has already participated in the historic event may enter, but generous exceptions are granted. This event, too, is a great social occasion which attractively combines a retrospective on a moving chapter of racing history with the pleasures and conveniences of modern-
day tourism.

Both in 1992 and in 1996 the race was won by a classic BMW sports car, 
the 507 and 328 Mille Miglia roadster. In 1998, 2000 and 2002 Giuliano Cané and Lucia Galliani won overall victory in a BMW 328 MM/BMW 328 MM Touring. In 2003, Team Boni/Barziza won the women´s trophy. In the same year, King Carl Gustaf XVI of Sweden raced the Mille Miglia with a BMW 328 Touring Roadster of BMW Group Mobile Tradition. All these victories  ensure that the name of BMW retains its close association with the legendary Mille Miglia race in our times, too.

3. Model histories 
and technical specifications.
BMW 328.
Model history.

On June 14, 1936 the world-famous German motorcyclist and world speed record holder Ernst Henne took part in the Eifel race meeting on the Nürburg Ring in a new BMW sports car. It was a triumphant debut for the Type 328, ending in an overall victory in the sports car class. Anticipation was high, following the preceding run of BMW sports car successes, but the 328 was destined to surpass all previous achievements. The first two race-tuned factory cars were followed between 1937 and 1940 by a further 462 which proved not only capable of winning a host of trophies in the hands of private entrants, but were also vivid performers on the road.

With its two-litre, six-cylinder engine, the 328 was regarded as a successor 
to the 319/1. The tubular chassis with box-section reinforcements now carried 
an improved body of still more sporting appearance. But the fundamental difference was in the engine: BMW had designed an entirely new aluminium cylinder head for it, with the overhead valves located in a vee pattern to permit hemispherical combustion chambers to be adopted. Three downdraught carburettors were located on top, between the rocker covers. With a power output of 80 hp, the BMW 328 proved almost unbeatable in its class at international race meetings. 

In Montlhery, Brooklands or on the Nürburg Ring, where often more than 
a dozen BMW 328s were to be seen on the starting line, BMW was the sole topic of conversation.

BMW 328.

Technical specifications.

Engine
6-cylinder

Bore x stoke
66 x 96 mm

Capacity
1,971 cc

Max. output
59 kW (80 hp) at 5,000 rpm

Transmission
4-gears + reverse

Suspension, front
Pendulum axle with transverse 

leaf springs

Suspension, rear
Live axle with leaf springs

Foot brake
wheel brake, hydraulic

Handbrake
Rear wheels, cable

Wheelbase
2,400 mm

Track, front/rear
1,153/1,220 mm

Overall dimensions
L 3,900, W 1,550, H 1,400 mm

Wheels
Discs, central bolt

Tyres
5.50 x 16

Weight, unladen
780 kg

Top speed
150 km/h (93 mph)

Production period
1936–1940

Units built
464

BMW 328 Mille Miglia Roadster.

Model history.


From the 1936 motorsport season onwards, the BMW 328 dominated events in the two-litre sports car class; factory cars and private entrants started 
with equally good prospects of success in innumerable races all over the world. 
For its entry in the April 1938 Mille Miglia, the celebrated 1,600-kilometre motor race held on Italian country roads between Brescia and Rome, 
the Munich company’s competition department, under chief engineer 
Rudolf Schleicher, for the first time introduced some fairly extensive modifications. Although the three works cars were almost unchanged in appearance, the chassis had been improved, the rear axle uprated and light alloy brake drums fitted, the gearbox modified and larger fuel tanks and 
two spare wheels installed at the rear. The six-cylinder engines, with their three carburettors, had been carefully modified and tuned in detail to yield 
100 instead of 80 horsepower. A triumphant class win and good placings in the overall results despite tough competition were an encouraging stimulus 
for further development work.

Since the Mille Miglia was not held in 1939, the company concen​trated instead on the Le Mans 24-hour race, and commissioned Milan coachbuilders Touring to build a streamlined coupé body for one of the works 
cars. This experiment proved successful, the car coming in fifth overall.

For the 1940 season, several new works cars were prepared as a result. 
Power output was up still further to 130 hp from an unchanged displacement of 1,971 cc – a sensational value for the time. The bodywork, this time designed in Munich, was equally advanced. The “superleggera” construction principle created by the Italian Touring company consisted of lightweight aluminium panels wrapped over a delicate tubular framework. The appearance of the three open sports racers was based on the coupé prototype built in parallel with the Touring coupé for the previous season. The three roadsters and the two coupés were all at the start of the Mille Miglia on April 28, 
1940 in Brescia.

BMW 328 Mille Miglia Roadster.

Technical specifications.

Engine
6-cylinder

Valves
OHV

Displacement
1,971 cc

Bore x stroke
66 x 96 mm

Power output
130 hp (95 kW) at 5,500 rpm

Gearbox
4-speed

Suspension
Swing axles and transverse leaf  spring at front,

beam axle with leaf springs at rear

Brakes 
hydraulic, drums

Overall dimensions
3,900 mm long, 1,490 mm wide, 1,080 mm high

Weight
700 kg

Top speed
200 km/h

Year of construction
1940

BMW 328 Touring Roadster.

Model history.


In 1940 the German Motorsports Association NSKK sent three 328 roadsters to the Milanese body-maker Touring with the assignment of fitting the 
chassis with aluminium sports bodies. The aerodynamic skin was shaped from Duraluminium and drawn over a light alloy lattice tubular frame or space frame. Nothing was left untried in order to make the cars aerodynamic and extremely light. The total weight of the car amounted to only 700 kg. The rear wheel 
trim, the omission of door handles, the aluminium wheel rims and the electron 
alloy driver’s seat frame – these were some of measures taken. The air drag coefficient was only 0.25.

The 6-cylinder engine with 1,971 cc capacity was a modified 328 roadster engine with 120 bhp output compared to the 80 bhp generated by the production engine. With this engine and its streamlined ultra-light construction the car reached a top speed of around 200 km/h. The three NSKK cars were built for the 1941 Berlin – Rom race which, however, was postponed due to the war. From then on all three cars were assumed missing. One supposedly 
found its way to the United States in the 50s, but its whereabouts were never discovered. The second one remained lost, too. The third one is in the possession of BMW AG, in completely restored form.

Even if these special models never raced and their history since World War II 
is somewhat unclear, they represent a piece of BMW tradition.

BMW 328 Mille Miglia Touring roadster.

Technical specifications.

Engine
6-cylinder

Valves
OHV

Displacement
1,971 cc

Bore x stroke
66 x 96 mm

Power output
120 hp (88kW) at 5,500 rpm

Gearbox
4-speed

Suspension
Swing axles and transverse leaf spring at front, 

beam axle with leaf springs at rear

Brakes 
hydraulic, drums

Overall dimensions
3,900 mm long, 1,490 mm wide, 1,080 mm high

Weight
700 kg

Top speed
200 km/h

Year of construction
1937 (Chassis), 1941 (Body)

BMW 328 Mille Miglia Touring Coupé.

Model history.


Since the Mille Miglia was not held in 1939, the company concen​trated instead on the Le Mans 24-hour race, and commissioned Milan coachbuilders Touring to build a streamlined coupé body for one of the works 
cars. This experiment proved successful, the car coming in fifth overall.

For the 1940 season, power output was up still further to 135 hp from an unchanged displacement of 1,971 cc – a sensational value for the time. The bodywork, this time designed in Munich, was equally advanced. Three roadsters and the two coupés were all at the start of the Mille Miglia on April 28, 1940 in Brescia. Nevertheless, on April 28 the starter’s flag came down. 

The 103-mile course had to be rounded nine times. From the start, 
Huschke von Hanstein and his co-driver Walter Bäumer took the lead in their Touring coupé, the winning model at Le Mans, closely followed by the second 328 coupé and the 2.5-litre Alfa Romeos. The Germans in the BMW 328 Touring coupé maintained their lead right through to the finish, and it was a good quarter of an hour before the runners-up crossed the finishing line, in an Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 SS with a far superior engine. Clocking up an average speed of 166.724 km/h (103.6 mph), Hanstein and Bäumer managed to set up a legendary record for the Mille Miglia which remained untouched even after the war. In all fairness, it should be pointed out that this Mille Miglia was in every way and exception and bears no comparison with the route of previous or subsequent races of the same name.
BMW 328 Mille Miglia Touring coupé.

Technical specifications.

Engine
6-cylinder

Valves
OHV

Displacement
1,971 cc

Bore x stroke
66 x 96 mm

Power output
136 hp (100 kW) at 6,000 rpm

Gearbox
4-speed

Suspension
Swing axles and transverse leaf spring at front, 

beam axle with leaf springs at rear

Brakes 
hydraulic, Alfin drums, 280 mm

Overall dimensions
3,990 mm long, 1,520 mm wide, 1,320 mm high

Weight
780 kg

Top speed
220 km/h

Year of construction
1939

BMW 327 Cabriolet.

Model history.


In early 1936 a 326 model featuring a modern four-door body came onto the market as the first truly representative BMW that united an outstanding suspension system with comfort and adequate performance. Though the 326 was available in two- and four-door versions, what was missing from the 
BMW range was an elegant, sporty variant. Thanks to the initial successes of the new 328 sports-racing car, moreover, public interest in fast BMWs was 
on the rise. 

In collaboration with coachbuilders Autenrieth of Darmstadt, BMW set about developing a stunning 2+2-seater sports convertible badged as the 327 
and based on the technology of the 320 Limousine. As of December 1937, the stately sum of 7,500 reichsmarks bought you a luxury convertible that could hold its own in any international beauty and elegance stakes. Prior to its launch, many customers had taken their BMW 326 chassis along to well-known coachbuilders such as Ludwig Weinberger or Erdmann & Rossi to be clad in high-class bodywork in the style of open-topped two-seater sports cars. Now it was possible to order just such a car straight from the BMW factory.

Thanks to a marginal increase in the compression ratio, the BMW 327 – also available as a no less elegant Sports Coupé from October 1938 – delivered an extra 5 horsepower as compared with the 326. Soon after its production launch, the 327 also became the first BMW to offer a fully synchronized ZF gearbox as an optional extra. Despite occasional criticisms of an engine performance that wasn’t exactly outstanding for its class, by 1941 a not insignificant tally of 1,124 well-heeled motorists had opted for the comfort 
and elegance of the BMW 327 Cabriolet in favour of horsepower prestige.

BMW 327 Cabriolet.

Technical specifications.

Engine
6-cylinder

Operation
ohv

Displacement
1,971 cc

Bore x stroke
66/96 mm

Output
55 bhp at 4,500 rpm

Transmission
4-speed

Wheel suspension
front:
1 transverse arm below, 
 

upper transverse arms with 


 
integrated hydraulic shock absorbers


rear: 
live axle, semi-elliptic springs with 


 
hydraulic shock absorbers

Brakes
drums, hydraulic

Tyres
5.50 x 16 extra

Wheelbase
2,750 mm

Dimensions
L 4,500 mm, W 1,600 mm, H 1,430 mm

Weight
1,100 kg

Maximum speed
125 km/h

Model year
1938

Production period
1937–1941

Units built
1303





































