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BMW Motorrad supports the Ride of Smiles – 50,000 
miles around the world for charity. 

 

Munich/New York. The Ride of Smiles, a 50,000-mile motorcycle journey 

around the world, will commence in New York on 1 May 2015. The object of the 

enterprise is to collect donations for children in need throughout the world. The 

goal is to collect at least 50,000 euros in financial aid over the course of the tour, 

which will then be passed on to four reputable aid projects. The initiator and sole 

participant in the Ride of Smiles is Dr. Henning Bützow. The doctor is an 

experienced and enthusiastic motorcycle tourist, and he has been travelling the 

world on two wheels since 1989. Impressed and inspired by the enormous 

hospitality and joy of life shown by the people he meets on his travels, he now 

wishes to give at least something of this back, in his Ride of Smiles. 

To help him meet his ambitious goals on this occasion too, BMW Motorrad is 

providing him with a BMW R 1200 GS Adventure, complete with rider 

equipment and other technical items he needs for the project. Henning Bützow 

and BMW Motorrad can look back on many joint projects. In 2008, he set off on 

his Ride of Change, and covered 35,000 km on a BMW F 650 GS Dakar, also for 

charity.  

 

50,000 miles = 50,000 euros. 

The 50,000 miles of the Ride of Smiles represent the 50,000 or more euros that 

Henning Bützow hopes to collect for people in need. For this reason, the 

planned route, which will take him across North, Central and South America as 

well as Australia and New Zealand will draw a symbolic 50 on the world map. 

Anyone who wishes to can follow his progress by way of the GPS LIVE tracking 

facility in the Ride of Smiles travel blog (www.ride-of-smiles.de).  

If you would like to make a donation, please visit the Ride-of-Smiles homepage 

or go directly to the donation pages of the charities Doctors Without Frontiers, 

Christian Blind Mission, United For Africa or the Bayerischer Rundfunk's 

'Sternstunden'. All donations will be passed on to the charities with no 
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deductions and donation receipts will be appended to ensure they are tax-

deductible. No donation money is used for the project itself, which is financed 

entirely from Henning Bützow's own funding. More than 11,000 euros in 

donations have already been received, even before the event has got started. 

The current level of donations can be seen on the homepage or in the Ride of 

Smiles app. 

Further information available from: 

www.ride-of-smiles.de  
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Renate Heim, BMW Motorrad Communication 
Telefon: +49 89 382-21615, Fax: +49 89 382-23927 
 
Markus Sagemann, Head of Communication MINI, BMW Motorrad 
Telefon: +49 89 382-68796, Fax: +49 89 382-23927 
 
Internet: www.press.bmw.de 
E-mail: presse@bmw.de 

 
 
The BMW Group 

With its three brands BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce, the BMW Group is the world’s leading premium 
manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 30 production and assembly facilities in 
14 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2014, the BMW Group sold approximately 2.118 million cars and 123,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2014 was approximately € 8.71 billion on 
revenues amounting to € 80.40 billion. As of 31 December 2014, the BMW Group had a workforce 
of 116,324 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the 
value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving 
resources as an integral part of its strategy. 

 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview 

Google+: http://googleplus.bmwgroup.com 
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