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MINI John Cooper Works completes another 
milestone on its way to the 24h race.  

 
 

 

Preparing for the prestigious endurance race at the Nürburgring, MINI 

John Cooper Works successfully completes first test drives at BMW 

Group testing grounds in southern France. 
 

Miramas / Nürburg. The new MINI John Cooper Works from Bulldog Racing has 
passed its baptism of fire. On the Circuit de Provence near the southern French city 
of Marseille, the car completed the extended test programme in recent weeks. 
 
The aim of the extensive tests was to collect data and knowledge regarding the 
continuous loads exerted on chassis and drive components and their durability. 
Chassis engineer of the BMW Group, Patrick Häussler, was behind the wheel of the 
approximately 225 kW (306 hp) MINI. This is a great advantage for the racing team: 
Patrick develops BMW and MINI series products full-time and knows the Miramas 
test site from years of testing. 
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"During our rollout in March, the task was to ensure that the  
MINI John Cooper Works basically works. We were now able to test the entire range 
of development at the BMW Group test site in Miramas. In addition to the obligatory 
endurance runs and set-up, we were able to make modifications and repairs to our 
vehicle quickly on site here," says Friedhelm Thelen, team boss of Bulldog Racing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"I drove the MINI John Cooper Works for the 24h race at Miramas for the first time. 
The MINI John Cooper Works is brand new, which is precisely why it's fascinating 
how far the car has come already. We were able to do more kilometres every test day 
and start with setup work and tyre testing. My impression of the car is consistently 
positive.  For me it was a great pleasure to be able to play my part in making sure we 
hopefully have a great race at the Nürburgring", says Patrick Häussler, Chassis 
engineer of the BMW Group.  
 
Bulldog Racing will continue the development programme with the new  
MINI John Cooper Works on the Nordschleife in the coming weeks. The first race 
will be from 06 to 08 May 2022 at the ADAC 24h Qualifiers at the Nürburgring. 
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In case of queries, please contact: 
Press and Public Relations 
 
Bulldog Racing Team  
E-mail press@bulldog-racing.com 

Andreas Lampka, Head of Communications MINI 
E-mail: andreas.lampka@mini.com   
 
 
 
 
The BMW Group 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the 
world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides 
premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 
production and assembly facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales network in 
more than 140 countries. 

In 2021, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million automobiles and more than 194.000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2020 was € 5,222 billion on 
revenues amounting to € 98,990 billion. As of 31 December 2020, the BMW Group had a 
workforce of 120,726 employees. 

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes 
sustainability and efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the 
supply chain through production to the end of the use phase of all products. 

www.bmwgroup.com  
 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/MINI 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mini.news 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
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