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Press release
January 2005
iPod your BMW.

Johannesburg.
BMW South Africa announces availability of First 
Seamless Integration of iPod and Car Audio System

Two of the world’s most prestigious brands have come together in South Africa to make music.  BMW South Africa has announced the local availability of the BMW iPod® Adapter, the first seamless integration between iPod and a car audio system.
The system developed by the BMW Group and Apple enables drivers to seamlessly use their iPod in BMW’s 3 Series, Z4 Roadster, X3 and X5 Sports Activity Vehicles as well as MINI Cooper and Cooper S models by simply plugging their iPod into a cable located in the car’s glove compartment.   Drivers can thus enjoy high fidelity sound through their car’s stereo system and control their iPod using the standard buttons on their BMW or MINI steering wheel. 

At the time of its announcement in the US last year Steve Jobs, Apple’s CEO said: “One of the next frontiers for a seamless digital music experience is the car.  We all spend a lot of time driving, and now this elegant solution allows iPod users to enjoy their entire music collection in their BMW or MINI.” 
Phil Horton, BMW South Africa’s Marketing Director, echoed Apple’s sentiments, adding that, “BMW has once again taken the technological lead by offering customers the ultimate seamless digital music experience.” 

"The BMW iPod Adapter provides our drivers with virtually endless miles of music without their hands ever leaving the steering wheel – taking sheer driving pleasure to new heights," Phil said. 

 
“The Apple iPod is the definitive music player on the market today.  It has revolutionised the music industry with its massive popular appeal, allowing users to experience their music at all times and in all places, and now in their cars,” said Rutger Jan van Spaandonk, Executive Director of Apple IMC in Southern Africa.

“We are pleased that South Africa’s many BMW drivers can enhance their musical and driving experience with this new technology.”
The seamless integration of iPod makes it effortless for drivers to control their music through their existing audio system and the multifunction steering wheel. The BMW iPod Adapter enables drivers to easily access their entire music library, shuffle songs, skip between tracks and adjust volume—all of this with no loss of sound quality or driving control. 
Drivers can also create up to five unique “BMW playlists” to listen to while on the road enabling them to enjoy their favorite songs at the touch of a button. The BMW iPod Adapter integrates Apple’s iPod and iPod mini through a direct connection in the glovebox, providing outstanding sound quality and constant power to the iPod. 
The iPod your BMW rollout in South Africa is being supported with a dedicated website www.ipodyourbmw.com, for customers to learn more about this groundbreaking marriage of music and car.
 Pricing & Availability   
The BMW iPod Adapter is available at the recommended selling price of R1250 plus installation cost.  Installation is performed by authorised BMW and MINI dealers only. The iPod and iPod mini are available from Apple retail outlets and the online store at www.zastore.co.za.
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