PAGE  
BMW
Media
Information

10/2005
Page 2

BMW 550i and 530d
Contents.
1.
BMW 550i and 530d: 
New Models and Engines 
 2

2.
Technical Specifications  
6

3.
Exterior Dimensions  
7

BMW 550i and 530d: 
More power, more torque, more features
25 October 2005

Midrand – Just in time for Christmas, the BMW 5 Series is getting an even bigger power and torque injection with the introduction of the new 550i and an even-more powerful engine in the 530d. In addition, a host of new standard technological features moves the benchmark-setting 5 Series range even further ahead of the high-tech pack.

550i: New Top-of-the-Range model with Upgraded V8 Power Unit Replaces 545i.

Offering the performance to match its avant-garde looks, the new V8 power unit featured in the new 550i displaces 4,799 cc and develops maximum output of 270 kW, with powerful torque of 490 Nm at just 3,400 rpm. With its manual gearbox, the 550i accelerates to 100 km/h in a dynamic 5.5 seconds and completes the sprint from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear in just 5.2 seconds. Top speed of of this high-performance sedan is 250 km/h (limited electronically).

Despite the significant increase in power and performance, fuel con​sumption of the 550i, at 11.1 litres/100 kilometres in the combined EU cycle, is almost the same as on the former model. And at the same time the 550i naturally raises the emission standard to an even higher level, moving up in the USA from LEV to ULEV II (EU4 in Europe).

Although the BMW 550i is fitted as standard with a manual six-speed gearbox (only available in South Africa the first quarter of 2006), a six-speed automatic transmission with Steptronic is available as an option, and the BMW 550i also comes with a six-speed SMG Sequential Manual Gearbox as yet a further optional feature.

BMW stands out from its main rivals by being the only manufacturer to offer this class of vehicle with a manual gearbox.
530d: Decrease in Fuel Consumption Despite a Significant Increase in Power and Performance.

The new straight-six diesel in the BMW 530d with its all-aluminium crankcase and third-generation common rail fuel injection featuring piezo injection technology has proven its qualities in the BMW 7 Series since the middle of this year. 

Developing a maxi​mum output of 160 kW at 4,000 rpm and peak torque of 480 Nm from 1,750–2,750 rpm, this is the most powerful diesel ever presented within the BMW 5 Series, and offers the highest level of torque.

The new engine accelerates the 530d sedan to 100 km/h in just 7.1 seconds and gives the car a top speed of 244 km/h (manual gearbox). 
Amazingly, despite the increase in engine power, fuel con​sumption in the EU cycle, with engine displacement remaining the same, decreases to 6.7 litres/100 km.

Even More Standard Features in the 5 Series.

Apart from new engines for the top of the range petrol and diesel models, the 2006 model year of the BMW 5 Series may be dis​tin​guished by the new iDrive Controller now featuring a black leather inlay at the top. 

The luggage compartment now also opens electrically from the driver’s seat at the touch of a button. And yet a further highlight is that the 5 Series is now started not by a con​ventional ignition key, but rather by the engine starter button.

DSC with New Safety and Comfort Functions.

DSC Dynamic Stability Control now offers a whole range of additional safety and comfort functions. 

The Set-Off Assistant prevents the car from rolling back when setting off 
on an uphill gradient and enables the driver, particularly in a man​ual gearbox model, to set off on a hill without having to use the park​ing brake. The Standby Brake function, in turn, rests the brake pads on the brake discs in advance as soon as the driver suddenly takes his foot off the gas pedal, reducing the time elapsing in an emergency braking manoeuvre for the system to build up brake pressure and thus shortening the stopping distance in the process.

The Dry Braking function operates the brakes in the wet at certain intervals – unnoticed by the driver and without slowing down the car – in order to remove water from the brake surface and thus to guarantee a spontaneous brake effect on wet roads. Fading Compensation rein​forces brake pressure whenever the brakes are extremely hot, ensur​ing the same good brake effect also in such a situation. 

The Soft-Stop function reduces the dive effect of the car shortly be​fore coming to a standstill when applying the brakes all-out by auto​matically cutting back brake pressure at the end of the braking pro​cess. Trailer Stability Control, finally, re-stabilises a car and trailer threat​ening to swerve and sway out of control.

New Colours, New Look, New Features.

The metallic paintwork colours Monaco Blue, Deep Green and Bar​bera Red are replacing Orient Blue, Oxford Green and Chiaretto Red. In addition, 
the six-cylinder models now come with chrome-plated bars in their kidney grille. 

ISOFIX child seat fastening, including the option to deactivate the airbag 
on the front passenger’s seat, is now available also for the passenger’s seat at the front. 

As an option, the BMW 5 Series is available with Comfort Access en​ab​ling the driver to unlock and lock the car and, in conjunction with the engine starter button, to start and switch off the engine, without even having to put his hand on the key he is carrying somewhere on his body. The optional High-Beam Assist, in turn, serves to further enhance both active safety and control comfort.

High-Beam Assist Driving More Often with the High Beam 
for Extra Safety and Comfort.

The High-Beam Assist, now available in conjunction with Xenon headlights as an option in the BMW 5 Series as of September 2005, incorporates a camera sensor in the interior mirror support, which serves to automatically switch the high-beam head​lights on and off. 

In this process the system detects the headlights and rear lights of other vehicles as well as ambient illumination along the road itself. The high-beam headlights will therefore be switched on whenever the road is not sufficiently illuminated and the high beams are not able to detect any vehicles driving ahead or approach​ing in the opposite direction. BMW is the first European premium manufacturer to offer a system of this kind.

Research in the United States has shown that drivers tend to use the high beam very rarely although it would be quite possible and even desirable to do so in many situations. So now the High-Beam Assis​t makes a significant contribution to the more frequent use of the high beam. It also helps to prevent other road users from being dazzled should the driver dim the headlights too late or not at all. And at the same time the system relieves the driver of 
an additional res​pon​sibility and enhances motoring comfort at the same time. In all, therefore, the High-Beam Assist means extra safety and conven​ience on the road.

Pricing

BMW 530d





R449 500.00


BMW 530d Steptronic



R463 500.00

BMW 550i





R578 000.00


BMW 550i Steptronic




R592 000.00

BMW High Beam Assist



R1 500.00

Note that High Beam Assist is only available with Xenon headlights 

(including Headlamp washer system SA502)  


R8,500
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Technical specifications

	
	
	550i
	
	530d

	No. of doors/seats
	
	4/5

	Length/width/height (unladen) 
	mm
	4,841/1,846/1,468

	Wheelbase
	mm
	2,888

	Track, front/rear
	mm
	1,558/1,582

	Turning circle 
	metres
	11.44

	Tank capacity
	approx ltr
	70

	Cooling system incl. heater     

L
	ltr
	9.6(9.8)

	Engine oil


	ltr
	7.75

	Transmission fluid
	ltr
	Lifetime

	Final drive fluid
	ltr
	Lifetime

	Weight, unladen, to DIN
	kg
	1,660 (1,660)
	
	1,590 (1,590)

	Max. load to DIN
	kg
	560
	
	560

	Max. permissible weight to DIN
	kg
	2,220 (2,220)
	
	2,150 (2,150)

	Max. axle loads, front/rear
	kg
	1,070/1,235
	
	1,030/1,200

	Max. trailer load2 ,
	
	
	
	

	braked (12%); unbraked


	kg
	2,000/750
	
	1,900/750

	Max. roofload/max towbar download
	kg
	100/90

	Luggage compartment DIN70020
	ltr
	520

	Air drag
	Cd x A
	0.28 x 2.26

	Engine
	
	

	Configuration/cyls/valves 


	
	V/8/4
	
	Inline/6/4

	Fuel supply
	
	           Siemens MSV70
	
	           Siemens MSV70

	Capacity, effective
	cc
	4,799
	
	2,993 

	Stroke/bore
	mm
	88.3/93.0
	
	90.0/84.0

	Compression ratio


	:1
	10.5
	
	17.0

	
	
	
	
	

	Max. output
	kW/
	270
	
	160

	at 
	rpm
	6,300
	
	4, 000

	Max. torque
	Nm)
	490
	
	480

	at
	rpm
	3,400
	
	1,750 – 2,750

	Electrical system
	
	

	Battery/installation
	Ah/–
	80/luggage comp

	Alternator
	A/W
	155/2,170

	Chassis and suspension
	
	

	Suspension, front
	
	Double-joint thrust-rod spring strut axle in aluminium;

	
	
	compensation of transverse forces; anti-dive

	Suspension, rear
	
	Integral IV multi-arm axle in aluminium; wheel suspension with specia effect

	
	
	Anti-squat/anti-dive

	Brakes, front
	
	Single-piston swing-calliper disc brakes

	Diameter
	mm
	324, vented

	Brakes, rear
	
	Single-piston swing-calliper disc brakes

	Diameter
	mm
	320, vented

	Driving stability systems
	
	ABS, CBC, ASC, DSC, DTC, DBC; optional: Dynamic Drive

	Steering


	
	Rack-and-pinion power steering; optional: Active Front Steering

	Steering ratio, overall
	:1
	13.7

	Transmission, type
	
	Six-speed manual gearbox (six-speed automatic transmission with Steptronic)

	Gear ratio 
	1st
	:1
	4.055 (4.171)
	
	5.08 (4.171)

	
	2nd
	:1
	2.396 (2.34)
	
	2.804 (2.34)

	
	3rd
	:1
	1.582 (1.521)
	
	1.783 (1.521)

	
	4th
	:1
	1.192 (1.143)
	
	1.260 (1.143)

	
	5th
	:1
	1.0 (0.87)
	
	1.0 (0.867)

	
	6th
	:1
	0.872 (0.691)
	
	0.835 (0.691)

	
	R
	:1
	3.677 (3.403)
	
	4.607 (3.403)

	Final drive
	:1
	2.93 (3.38)
	
	2.47 (2.47)

	Rims 
	
	8Jx17”
	
	7.5Jx17”

	Performance
	
	
	
	

	Power-to-weight ratio, DIN
	kg/kW
	6.15
	
	9.94

	Output per litre
	kW/ltr
	56.26
	
	53.46

	Acceleration  
	0–100 km/h
	sec
	5.5 (5.6)
	
	7.1 (7.2)

	                              
	standing-start km
	sec
	24.3 (24.5)
	
	27.3 (27.7)

	80–120 km/h in 4th (manual)
	sec
	5.2
	
	5.2

	Top speed
	km/h
	250
	
	244

	Fuel consump. in the EU cycle 
	
	

	In town
	ltr/100 km
	16.4 (15.9)
	
	9.4 (10.3)

	Out town
	ltr/100 km
	8.0 (7.8)
	
	5.2 (5.9)

	Combined
	ltr/100 km
	11.1 (10.8)
	
	6.7 (7.5)

	CO2
	g/km
	267 (260)
	
	179 (200)

	Miscellaneous
	

	Emission category
	EU4

	
	


Exterior and Interior Dimensions
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