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 Three, Two, One……. Lift-off!            BMW introduces the new Coupe, Convertible and Compact. (Overview)

BMW 325Ci Coupe and 330i Convertible Model Revision for 2003.

The Model Revision for the 325Ci and 330i Convertible focuses on the areas of design and driving pleasure. The new design has more striking lines which are particularly noticeable up front and at the rear. This further differentiates the coupe and convertible from the sedan and touring models, and reinforces the distinctive style of these two models.

Design Changes

· Front and rear bumpers are more prominent and sporty, which significantly differentiates these two models from the sedan and touring.

· Redesigned front lights.

· New rear light design LED (light emitting diodes) tail lights.

· Lengthened luggage compartment handle (70mm on either side).

· Wider more prominent kidney grille.

· New side panel and side indicator lights.

Specification Changes 

· Dynamic Stability Control (Standard on both models)

· 6 Speed Manual Transmission (Standard on 330Ci)

· Clear Indicator Lenses (Standard on the 330Ci)

· Bi Xenon Lights with Adaptive Light Control (Optional on the 325Ci and 
standard on the 330Ci)

· 6-Speed SMG Transmission (Optional on both models)

· Bluetooth compatible cell phone Preparation (Optional on both models)

Exterior Colour Changes

Two new colours - Mystic Blue and Silver Grey 

BMW Compact Model Revision for 2003.

The 318ti and the 325ti Compact models undergo some cosmetic tweaks combined with spec upgrades to enhance their ongoing appeal. The model revision on the Compact focuses on visual changes to the rear and sides, as wellas increased product substance.

Design Changes

· Boot lid with character line and wider grab handle. The rear appears wider, lower
and therefore more dynamic.

· The new rear light design, with a translucent red-orange glass cover and high
gloss black background appears more harmonious. The round shapes of the inner
structure are more discreet.

· The side sills have been profiled and now appear more stretched and dynamic.

Specification Changes

· Dynamic Stability Control (standard on both Compact models).

· 325ti Compact features a 6 speed manual gearbox, which optimises the engine 
potential.

· 6-speed SMG Transmission (optional on the 325ti Compact).

· Bluetooth compatible cell phone preparation (Optional on both Compact models).

Exterior Colour Changes

Two new colours - Mystic Blue and Silver Grey 

[image: image3..pict]2. BMW’s Top-of-the-Range Coupé: 
The BMW 325Ci Master Athlete.

Top-flight athletes in specific disciplines attract greater attention than in other sports. 
The fastest sprinters and the best decathletes, for example, stand out from others simply because these sports appeal to people all over the world and the top athletes thrill the crowds everywhere.

We experience the same kind of thrill when looking at the cars on our roads and comparing them with athletes in the stadium: Only very few cars arouse the same kind of appeal and passion as, for example, the new BMW coupé. And a truly outstanding winner in this very special model series is the BMW 325Ci. 

The BMW 325Ci – the model athlete among all coupés in the market.

The BMW 325Ci certainly offers the very best in power and performance: Maximum output of the 2.5-litre six-cylinder power unit is 141 kW, making this one of the most powerful engines in its class. And equip​ped with the standard five-speed manual gearbox or with BMW’s optional new six-speed SMG transmission, the top-of-the-line coupé accelerates dynamically to its top speed of 240 km/h.

Aesthetic design and elegant style – just one look at the classic coupé lines 
of the 325Ci is sufficient to make you wax lyrical about this outstanding athlete: The long engine compartment lid with its restyled, striking power​ dome extends over the six-cylinder like a tight shirt spanning muscular should​ers. The flat windscreen and the roof tapered gradually downwards are reminiscent of a sprinter’s muscles tense before the race. The muscular thighs of the sprinter, in turn, are reflected by the powerful rear end of the car. And like the spikes on the athlete’s racing shoes, the 225/50-size extra-wide tyres beneath the sports suspension hug the road firmly and safely.

The design of the BMW coupé – elegant and athletic.
A coupé should be elegant, but should never hide its athletic power and per​formance. So, with the new coupé, BMW’s designers are clearly underlining the particular skills this car is able to offer. The discreet facelift enhances the sporting and dynamic performance of the car, clearly empha​sizing the specific strengths and fortes of the BMW brand: The front end of the coupé with its redesigned headlights, the wider kidney grille, the modi​fied powerdome, and the restyled front air dam conveying an even greater feeling of presence and power. The rear end has also been enhanced by the wider grab handle on the rear lid, new rear lights in LED technology, and the redesigned bumper cover. 

An athlete in new clothes.
From the beginning, the new coupé was conceived as a unique model in its own right, as you will see, for example, when looking at its different exterior dimensions. The coupé is 17 mm longer than the saloon, a difference revealed above all by the slightly longer engine com​part​ment lid. And being 18 mm wider than its saloon counterpart, the coupé also looks more dynamic and athletic on the road. Last but not least, it is 46 mm lower, 15 mm here being attributable to the lower sports suspension, 31 mm resulting from the flatter roof. Raked at an angle of 62.3°, the windscreen of the coupé is 2° flatter than on the saloon, giving the A-pillar an even more stretched, elegant appearance. The longer engine compartment lid, the topmost point of the roof moved significantly to the rear and much lower to begin with, the flatly tapered line at the rear and the wider doors all interact to visibly “stretch out” the coupé and confirm its athletic appearance.

Looking even more powerful from the front.

One of the most prominent features of every BMW, the kidney-shaped radi​ator grille, is 
30 millimetres both left and right on the new coupé. The chrome surrounds are rounded off more distinctly and accen​tuated at the top, making the logo even more striking and giving it greater presence than before in order to visibly distinguish the coupé from the other versions in the 3 Series. The power dome on the engine compartment lid is now more slender than before on the new coupé and has a more distinctive contour line. But at the same time the curvature of the power dome is softer in order to emphasize the particular elegance of this very elegant car. At the front the power dome merges dynamically into the upper end of the double kidney grille, finally be​coming one with the front end of the car. 

Revolutionary lights technology.

Headlights and direction indicators behind modern clear glass covers are rearranged to now form one complete unit. Transparent direction indicators form a frame around the low-beam headlights at the bottom and then extend up at the side to give the front end of the coupé a friendly “face” as well as the sporting and athletic appearance so essential for a car of this character. The low-beam headlights are even smaller than the high beams, which have also been reduced in size. This is made possible by ellipsoid technology fea​tured as standard on 
the new coupé and combining very compact dimen​sions with a very high level of light intensity. This, in turn, provides space for the optionally available, revolutionary adaptive headlights in bi-xenon tech​nology, giving the new BMW coupé the most advanced headlight system currently available worldwide.

The front bumper cover also redesigned in its looks again distinguishes the coupé clearly both from the current 3 Series saloon and from the former coupé model. The flatter design with its round shapes and flowing lines as well as the modified air intake scoops give the entire car a neater, tidier look. And the foglamps now featured as standard on the coupé are significantly larger in diameter, thus making a far more powerful and dynamic appear​ance.              

The silhouette of a truly beautiful coupé.

A coupé should always look its best from the side – and this is precisely the case with the 
BMW coupé, providing a dynamic look from this angle un​match​​ed by any other perspective. The side direction indicators now triangu​lar in shape are positioned on the new coupé in the slightly modified upper body contour line now ending in front of the front wheel arch and then point​ing sharply downwards. Extending over the front fender to the engine com​part​ment lid, 
the side panel offers an even smoother transition reminiscent of the muscles of a genuine athlete and thus emphasizing the dynamic char​ac​ter of the BMW coupé. 

The rear end of the new coupé – even more dynamic and muscular.    
It is fair to say that most motorists will usually see the new BMW coupé from behind. But it is equally fair to claim that this was not the main reason for modifying the rear end of the car, too. For now the wider grab handle for the rear lid and the new rear air dam with optional PDC Park Distance Control sensors fully integrated in both colour and design give the rear end of the new coupé an even wider, more muscular and dynamic look.                     

Two striking features are the redesigned tail lights and the third brake light 
in innovative, brilliant LED 3D technology. These LED light-emitting diodes are free of wear 
and maintenance, at the same time offering maximum reliability and all-round economy: 
With electronic control of the light-emitting diodes, the high-performance LEDs have a much longer lifetime of more than 10,000 hours compared with conventional bulbs. And since electronic con​trol is faster than conventional control systems, the use of super-bright light-emitting diodes ensures an even faster brake light response allowing road users following from behind to recognise more quickly that the driver is apply​ing the brakes.

LED technology also gives the new BMW coupé a striking, unmistakable look. And last but not least, rear lights in brilliant LED technology further enhance the value and progressive character of the BMW coupé. 

Adaptive headlights, another innovation from BMW, turns night into day. 
(Optional on the coupé, standard on the convertible)

The term “adaptive headlights” stands for headlight control adjusting to the specific situation on the road and variable in the distribution of light. In this process, the adaptive headlights direct 
two bi-xenon modular beams to the road ahead, following the position of the steering. 
This enables the driver to see the road ahead better and more safely prior to entering bends and in bends themselves, adaptive headlights swivelling up to 15° to the right or left, as required, and thus significantly improving illumination of the road ahead, since such a 15° angle is able to brighten up nearly all bends on country roads. This intelligent light system is masterminded by real-time data on the current angle of the steering, the car’s yaw rate and road speed. 
The algorithms de​ve​loped by BMW thus control the lights as a function of the specific driving situation and road speed, following the driver’s steering commands. Tests have already shown that such improved illumination using adaptive curve lights enhances recognition of objects ahead by up to 34 per cent.
Adaptive headlights help all road users.             

Other road users also benefit from adaptive headlights: With conventional fixed-position headlights the light beam moves over in bends to the opposite side of the road and dazzles motorists coming the other way, whereas adapt​​ive headlights guide the beam further to the side of the road, away from oncoming traffic.

BMW 325Ci: the prize-winning six-cylinder.

The 2.5-litre six-cylinder featured in the top-of-the-range 325Ci coupé de​velops 141 kW at 6,000 rpm from engine capacity of 2,494 cc. Maxi​mum torque is 245 Newton-metres at 
3,500 rpm. This pro​vides a standard of road performance most appropriate for even a thorough​bred sports car: Acceleration to 100 km/h in 7.3 seconds, top speed of 240 km/h. 
And the power reserves available to the driver of a BMW 325Ci are also confirmed most impressively by the car’s acceleration from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear, reflecting the typical situation when over​taking other vehicles on the road: Completing this exercise in just 
7.8 seconds, BMW’s top coupé can handle  virtually any situation which might present itself. Perhaps an even more astounding point is that this comes with average fuel consumption of just 9.0 litres/100 km in the New European Driving Cycle (NEDC), again confirming the superior standard of this straight-six power unit.

BMW’s innovative Bi-VANOS, that is infinite camshaft management of the valve inlet and exhaust timing, is a highlight of the current six-cylinder featured in the 325Ci. Bi-VANOS provides an opti​mum torque curve throughout the entire range of engine speed depending on the position of the gas pedal and the speed at which the engine is cur​rent​ly running. In practice this means “beefy” torque at low engine speeds and superior output at high revs.

Modern technology for efficient use of fuel.                  

Another performance tour de force is four-valve technology with the spark plug positioned right in the middle of the com​bustion chamber. This ensures an optimum cylinder charge serving as an essential prerequisite for the six-cylinder’s superior torque and output. And the specific arrangement of the two intake and two exhaust valves also serves to make the combustion chamber more efficient in its design, helping to reduce fuel consumption in the process. Cylinder-specific anti-knock control serves the same purpose, using sensors able to recognise even the slightest inclination of the engine to knock right from the start and sending an appropriate signal to the Digital Motor Elec​tronics (DME) supervising and masterminding all central engine functions. Should the engine be about to knock, DME will immediately modify the igni​tion angle and timing for each cylinder, thus allowing the engine to run smooth​ly and efficiently on all grades of fuel. The solid-state distributor system, finally, incorporates a separate coil in each cylinder and on each spark plug, thus providing a powerful ignition spark and ensuring an optimum combustion process making efficient use of the fuel available.

All-electronic throttle butterfly for individual power control.

In stop-and-go traffic it is sometimes difficult to sensitively dose engine pow​er by means of 
the gas pedal whilst at the same time calling up the full pow​er of the engine spontaneously whenever required. But precisely this is what the all-electronic throttle butterfly in the 
six-cylinder is able to offer, meeting both of these requirements in one: The system 
recognises which gear is currently in mesh and is therefore able to activate an individually 
pro​grammed throttle butterfly control line. A further advantage of the electronic throttle 
butterfly is the harmonious transition from overrun to part load and vice versa, also when driving with cruise control.

Fast shifting: shift-by-wire with SMG. (Optional)

As an option BMW’s 325Ci coupé is available with a SMG Se​quen​tial Manual Gearbox carried over from Formula 1. Serving as a shift-by-wire system not requiring any kind of mechanical connection between the gearshift lever and the gearbox itself, SMG allows the driver to shift gears within fractions of a second on the gearshift lever in the middle or via two paddles on the steering wheel, meaning that the driver can concentrate in full on road and traffic conditions. SMG appeals in particular to the sports-minded motorist, enabling him to shift gears in just 150 milliseconds with absolute precision and smoothness, since he longer has to press down a clutch pedal (for the simple reason that there is no clutch pedal in the first place!).

When shifting gears the driver is therefore able to leave his foot on the gas pedal, advanced electronic engine control interrupts the flow of engine pow​er for fractions of a second and the control unit shifts gears electro hydraulically whilst disengaging and engaging the clutch in the same pro​cess.

After a very short time the driver will no longer want to miss the opportunity to shift gears by means of the SMG paddles: To shift up he simply pulls one of the paddles back, to shift down he pushes one of the paddles in the oppo​site direction, in the process automatically giving gas between the two gears. Fitted with the SMG Sequential Manual Gearbox, the six-cylinder coupé incidentally offers the same performance and fuel economy as its coun​terpart fitted with the standard six-speed manual gearbox. 

The driver also has the option to shift the SMG gearbox from the gearshift lever on the centre console, again moving through the gears on one level, that is in a sequential process: To shift up, the driver pulls the gearshift lever back, to shift down he presses it forward. SMG not only allows an extremely fast gearshift, but also prevents any mis​​takes the driver might make when changing gears. And at the same time he can skip gears, moving directly from a higher to a lower gear or vice versa while leaving out a specific ratio in between. 

Sports programme for optimum acceleration.

Pressing the sports button, the driver of a BMW coupé fitted with SMG trans​mission can choose either the more comfortable basic setting or the sporting and dynamic shift program. With the sports program activated and DSC stability control deactivated, he also has the option to switch on the acceleration assistant in order to make full use of the car’s acceleration po​tential. In this case all he has to do is press down the gas pedal quickly and completely, the start-off speed of the engine revving up to approxi​mately 4,000 rpm before the system engages the clutch. This allows the car to set off with maximum acceleration, shifting gears automatically (1–2) at exactly the right point. On the road this means that even the less experienced driver is able to accelerate smoothly from 0–100 km/h in 7.3 seconds.

City programme for even greater comfort.

Despite its sporting character, SMG also has comfortable aspects worth mentioning: In the city mode the system shifts gears automatically as a function of road speed, gas pedal position, acceleration and deceleration until the driver himself operates the gearshift lever or paddles, thus telling the system that he wishes to take over again himself. 

The 325Ci coupe is also available with an optional five-speed automatic transmission featuring Adaptive Transmission Management (ATM), a fully controlled converter clutch and Steptronic.

An outstanding athlete particularly on winding roads.

Like all 3 Series, the coupé comes with perfectly balanced 50:50 front-to-rear weight distribution providing the basis for harmonious driving behaviour and very high speeds in bends. Performance is further enhanced by the rear-wheel drive offering decisive benefits with this ideal axle load distribu​tion. The direct steering typical of a BMW is completely free of any drive effects, giving the driver superior steering precision and offering clear feed​back at all times. Traction is also very good on all kinds of surfaces, and the wide track plus anti-roll bars front and rear serve to further enhance driving stability to a supreme standard.

It almost goes without saying that all coupés feature BMW’s well-known ABS brake system with CBC Cornering Brake Control making optimum use of brake power on the rear wheels without impairing the car’s directional stability. Whenever the driver applies the brakes, say, in a succession of fast bends, CBC, taking the signals from the ABS sensors, determines the car’s lateral acceleration and controls the build-up of brake power according to current requirements, maximising brake power faster on the outer front wheel than on the other wheels in order to prevent the car from spinning.

DSC III Dynamic Stability Control.

BMW’s current DSC III Dynamic Stability Control (now standard on the 325Ci), applying the brakes specifically on individual wheels, prevents the car from swerving especially on slippery roads. Such intervention might, for example, be necessary in abrupt manoeuvres or when the driver takes a bend too quickly. The ASC+T traction aid, the ADB electronic differential lock, and DBC dyna​mic brake control  sub-functions are all integrated in DSC III. As in the past, the driver furthermore has the option in the new coupé to switch to a more drive power-oriented operating mode by briefly pressing the DSC button. Should any of the wheels start to spin in this situation, the differential locking function remains active but engine power is not decreased. Only if the car threatens to spin out of control entirely will the system apply the brakes indi​vidually as a function of road speed in order to stabilise the vehicle. Engine output as such is only reduced at high speeds. This allows the experienced motorist to drive his coupé in the same dynamic style as with a conventional limited-slip differen​tial, without having to entirely forego the extra safety offered by DSC III with its stabilising effect.   

Pressing the DSC button, the driver is able to deactivate all driving stability systems with the exception of ABS also because the chassis and suspen​sion of the coupé offer more than adequate safety reserves making inter​vention by DSC III a rare requirement. And last but not least, the display informs the driver at all times of the current operating mode with DSC III.
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3. BMW 3 Series Convertible: 
Al Fresco Motoring of the Highest Standard.

Let the sunshine in – the famous song marking the grand finale of “Hair”, the hippie musical, might well have given BMW’s engineers their particular inspiration. But be it as it may, the first 3 Series convertible launch​ed almost 20 years ago clearly reflected the lifestyle of this young and active generation: To be different from the rest and to make your emotions an important part of everyday life.

The main ingredient for success: simply the best!

The success of the BMW convertible can be summed up in simple terms – simply the best! This applies to the design of the car with the roof open or closed. It applies to its technical performance full of power and dynamic muscle in true BMW tradition. It applies to the car’s everyday driving quali​ties, making the BMW convertible simply perfect 365 days a year. And it applies to the past, the present and the future, the new convertible once again setting the standard with more innovations and sporting qualities than ever before. 

330Ci.
A super-athelete, maximum output of this straight-six power unit is 170 kW. But in practice the 3.0-litre engine will win over the driver and passengers even more convincingly by the way it develops its superior power and perform​ance with almost playful muscle and superiority prompting many to call this the most thrilling straight-six in the world. New six-speed manual or optional SMG transmission makes the pleasure of driving this su​preme convertible even greater, and the sports suspension will make both the driver and his passengers look forward in every bend to the rest of the road coming their way. Power, performance, agility and safety are therefore the ingredients creating that unique BMW feeling in this open-air athlete.

Desirable from every angle.

Seen from the front, the BMW convertible now has a far more powerful, im​pressive look than ever before: The long and sleek engine compartment lid with the new, striking power dome, 
the wide kidney grille, the redesigned head​light units and the clear, consistent design of the bumper cover add up to provide a truly striking look. From the side the open BMW is even more sporting and sleeker in its appearance thanks to the low angle of the wind​screen, the perfectly tightened soft roof with its small side window at the rear simulating a coupé-like, wide C-pillar when closed and thus accentuating the muscular rear end. And from behind the new LED tail lights send out the clear message that this is the new BMW convertible!

A true athlete in a tailored suit.

Looking at specifics, the model update now being introduced enhances the young and elegant look of the BMW convertible, at the same time distinguishing the open-air model even more clearly from the other versions of the 3 Series. The kidney grille, for example, is 30 millimetres wider left and right. The chrome surround is rounded off more than before and accentuated at the top, mak​ing the logo stand out even more strikingly and distinctly than before. The power dome on the engine compartment lid is more slender on the new convertible with even clearer contour lines plus a smoother transition from one side to the other, making the car look even more elegant and athletic on the road. At the front the power dome merges energetically into the kidney grille, slowly tapering down until it vanishes altogether.

Even friendlier and more athletic from the front.

The headlights and direction indicators behind modern clear glass have been rearranged and now form one complete unit. The transparent direction indicators are wrapped around the bottom of the low-beam headlights and extend upwards at the side, giving the convertible an even friendlier “face”. The low-beam headlights are smaller than the high beams, which are also more compact than before. This is made possible by ellipsoid technology standard on the BMW convertible and combining very compact dimensions with very high light intensity. This, in turn, provides space for BMW’s revolutionary adaptive headlights with bi-xenon technology (standard on the 330Ci), giving the new BMW convertible the most advanced headlight technology currently available in the market. 

Another new feature is the front bumper cover, its flatter design, round contours and flowing lines as well as the modified air intake scoops providing a neater touch and emphasizing the athletic look of the new model. The foglamps are much larger in diameter and thus stand out much more clearly and impressively.

Classic silhouette.

The silhouette of a convertible can simply not be more classic and distinct​ive. Looking at the new BMW convertible from this angle, you will understand why this model in particular has created its own class in the mar​​ket: Sleek and light, almost hovering in the air, the 
BMW convertible looks almost delicate but athletic all in one. The side direction indicators now triangular in shape are fitted in the upper contour line of the body, which ends in front of the front wheel arch and then points down at a sharp angle. The side panel merges more smoothly than before over the front fender into the engine compartment lid, creating the impression of a strong perform​ance athlete with powerful muscles. 

A new look from behind.

Unlike the coupé, the convertible does not come with a modified grab handle on the luggage compartment lid. The new rear air dam with fully inte​grated Park Distance Control (PDC) sensors (optional) is however the same as on the coupé, just like the redesigned rear lights and the third brake light in inno​vative LED 3D brilliant technology. The big advantage of these light-emitting diodes (LEDs) is that they are wear-proof and maintenance-free, making them absolutely reliable and eco​nomical. And thanks to their electronic activation, the LEDs in the brake and taillights have a service life of more than 10,000 hours. With the light-emit​ting diodes operating more quickly, the brake lights respond even faster than before and therefore allow motorists following from behind to apply the brakes themselves even faster when necessary.

Last but not least, the light-emitting diodes (LEDs) give the BMW convertible a powerful look from behind with the flair of even greater value, quality and progressive technology.

Innovations for the leader in its class.

With discreet design improvements emphasizing the sporting and dynamic performance of the car, major innovations maintain the state-of-the-art tech​nological leadership of the new BMW convertible: The BMW 330Ci convert​ible now comes as standard with a six-speed manual gearbox, small incre​ments between the gears offering the driver the ideal transmission ratio quick​ly and conveniently even when driving fast and dynamically. Top speed of 247 km/h comes in fifth gear, with sixth gear conceived as an overdrive transmission-reducing engine revs at high speeds on the road. The advantages for the driver are extra comfort and economy, with a reduc​tion in both noise and fuel consumption. 

As an option, the 330Ci is available with a five-speed automatic transmission featuring adaptive trans​mission management (ATM), a fully controlled converter lock-up clutch, and Steptronic.

Innovation 1*: shifting gears even faster with SMG. (optional)

As on the 325Ci, BMW’s six-speed Sequential Manual Gearbox (SMG) is available as an op​tion 330Ci convertible. Conceived and operating as a shift-by-wire system, that is without any kind of mechanical link between the shift lever and the transmission, SMG enables the driver to shift gears within fractions of a second either through the gearshift lever on the centre console or through two paddles on the steering wheel, thus concentrating in full on the traffic around him. SMG appeals above all to the sports-minded and ambitious driver. 

Innovation 2*: adaptive headlights. (standard)

As if an invisible hand guided them, the adaptive headlights show the driver how to take bends and corners coming up ahead and thus in​crease road safety by a significant margin.

Adaptive headlights ensure variable light beam control geared to the specific situation on the road, varying the headlight beam to individual requirements. This anticipative illumination of the road ahead is made possible by a sys​tem of sensors and computers, the adaptive headlights focusing two bi-xenon modular headlights on the road ahead. This means that when ap​proach​ing and driving round a bend the driver is able to see the road ahead even more safely and better than before.

Innovation 3*: light-emitting diode tail lights.

The tail lights and the third brake light in innovative LED 3D brilliant technol​ogy introduce an 
all-new design concept. The biggest advantage of these light-emitting diodes (LEDs) is their freedom of wear and maintenance. And since these lights are controlled electronically faster than conventional bulbs, the brake lights are activated even more quickly with a minimum response time, showing drivers following from behind even sooner that you are applying the brakes.

Power roof.
The soft roof in all 3 Series convertibles opens and closes fully auto​ma​tically from the cockpit as a standard feature. And this additional conven​ience goes together with remote control opening the soft roof from a distance avail​able as an option. 
BMW 330Ci convertible in its individual features and details:

An open pledge to outstanding performance.

Experts agree that BMW is the leader in engine technology particularly on account of the company’s straight-six power units. This outstanding position is clearly confirmed by countless international awards and prizes granted to BMW, among them the International Engine of the Year Award, the “Oscar” in the world of engine technology, for the six-cylinder featured in the 330Ci convertible. 
Displacing 2,979 cc, this widely lauded 3.0-litre straight six develops maxi​mum output of 
170 kW at 5,900 rpm. Maximum torque, in turn, is 300 Newton-metres at 3,500 rpm. The dynamic performance this offers in practice makes the BMW convertible one of the fastest open sports cars on our roads today. Acceleration from 0–100 km/h comes in 6.9 seconds, top speed is 247 km/h. The superior power reserves available to the driver of this top-of-the-range convertible are confirmed by the car’s acceleration from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear of 
7.4 seconds. Further proof of the engine’s su​preme standard is provided, finally, by the convertible’s average fuel consumption of just 9.6 litres/100 km in the New European Driving Cycle (NEDC).

Even before the model update now being introduced, the six-cylinder power unit featured in the BMW 330Ci convertible was upgraded by the addition of infinitely variable intake and outlet valve timing control on the camshafts well known as BMW Bi-VANOS. As a function of gas pedal position and en​gine speed, this superior technology provides an optimum torque curve through​out the entire range of engine speed, giving the driver powerful tor​que at low revs and high output at high engine speeds.

Modern technology for greater efficiency.

Four-valve technology with the spark plug in the middle guarantees an opti​mum cylinder charge at all times, as an essential prerequisite for the six-cylinder’s superior power and torque. The modified design of the combus​tion chambers, in turn, helps to save fuel, whilst the cylinder-specific knock control sensors recognise any tendency of the engine to knock right from the start and inform the Digital Motor Electronics (DME) accordingly, which then, whenever necessary, changes the ignition angle and/or ignition timing separately on each cylinder. This, in turn, allows the engine to run efficiently and without problems on all kinds of fuel grades. A separate ignition coil for each cylinder and spark plug, finally, provides a powerful ignition spark for optimum combustion and fuel efficiency. 

The customer benefits from this superior technology through excellent performance, enhanced fuel efficiency, and outstanding environmental compatibility: The 330Ci convertible outperforms the EU4 emission stand​ards not becoming mandatory for new cars in the European Union until 2005, which is why in Germany the 330Ci convertible qualifies its owner for a lower tax rate on his car. 

Extra comfort in stop-and-go traffic.

In the 330Ci convertible even the toughest stop-and-go traffic is no longer the slightest problem: In order to dose engine power sensitively with the gas pedal while benefiting from the car’s superior performance at all times, the all-electronic throttle butterfly recognises which gear is currently in mesh and is therefore able to activate an individually programmed throttle butterfly control line. This technology also harmonises the transition from overrun to part load, offering the driver extra comfort, for example, when driving with cruise control.

Six-speed gearbox featured as standard.

Like the 330i, 330d and 320d sedans, the new BMW 330Ci convertible comes as standard with a six-speed manual gearbox, close transmission ratios providing the ideal gear quickly 
and conveniently at all speeds. The convertible reaches its top speed in fifth gear, sixth gear conceived as an overdrive transmission-reducing engine revs at high road speeds in the interest of lower noise and fuel consumption. In everyday motoring, this allows the driver to reduce fuel consumption by up to four per cent in comparison with the five-speed manual gearbox. Despite the overdrive function of the sixth gear, the 330Ci convertible is the perfect car  for being driven “lazily” without frequent gearshifts thanks to its high-torque power unit, without losing its superior agility in the process. To provide a detailed comparison, the overall transmission range is up from 4.23:1 on the former five-speed transmission to 5.11:1 in the new 330Ci convertible. The final drive transmission on the six-speed gearbox remains unchanged at 2.93:1.

Short and precise shift travel typical of BMW and naturally provided once again by the six-speed gearbox again underlines the dynamic character of BMW’s top-of-the-range convertible. And since such a wonderful convertible should not see the workshop even in bad weather, the transmission comes with a lifetime oil filling for the entire service life of the car. Smooth trans​mission of power is also ensured, finally, by the maintenance-free self-adjusting clutch (SAC).

Sheer driving pleasure.   

In its basic configuration the chassis and suspension of the BMW convert​ible is the same as on the 3 Series coupé acknowledged consistently as the benchmark in active safety. As on all 3 Series, axle load distribution is abso​lutely ideal at 50:50, the drive wheels are at the rear and the direct steering thus remains free of any driving force, providing optimum conditions for harmonious driving behaviour and high speeds in bends. Built for extreme torsion stiffness, the convertible is an absolutely thrilling car to experience both on winding country roads and on the Autobahn. This superior performance is also ensured by inner-vented disc brakes front and rear, with brake linings in the swing callipers matching the dynamic tempera​ment of the car. And since the brake system is tailored individually to each engine and the weight of each model, the individual versions within the con​vertible range offer virtually the same brake behaviour and stopping power in all situations. 

The ABS brake system with CBC Cornerning Brake Control featured as stand​ard in all BMW convertibles makes optimum use of the rear axle brake power without impairing the car’s directional stability. Whenever the driver applies the brakes, say, in a succession of fast bends, CBC, processing the signals delivered by the ABS sensors, determines the car’s current lateral acceleration and appropriately controls the build-up of brake forces to provide adequate brake power more quickly on the outer front wheel in a bend than on the other wheels. This then efficiently counteracts the usual tendency of the car to swerve.

As on the 325Ci, BMW’s famed Dynamic Stability Control (DSC III)* is standard on the 330Ci.

* For more detailed information on these innovations, consult section 2 on the 325 Ci.
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4. BMW 3 Series compact:
Exactly the Right Size.
Short and sweet – these are exactly the right words to describe the BMW 3 Series compact. The modifications now made to further enhance the substance of the BMW compact give the car new momentum in the market.

BMW’s designers have concentrated on just a few, but highly effective lines benefiting in particular the side and rear view of the compact: The side-sills, for example, now feature powerful contours visibly stretching out the entire car. At the rear an additional shadow line highlights the tail panel and gives it a look of even greater power. The grab handle on the tailgate has likewise been lengthened, and the most conspicuous features at the rear are certain​ly the new glass covers on the lights now finished in transparent red-orange generating 
a three-dimensional effect. 

A unique character within the 3 Series.      

Honing in on these aesthetic enhancements… With its separate, round high and low beams, the 3 Series compact looks quite unique and very different from the front. Clearly a BMW with dual headlights, angled “eyes” and a kidney grille moved slightly further down, the car makes 
a very youthful, powerful and sporting appearance from ahead. And in particular, the 
BMW compact is a very individual, personal car.

The compact’s design language is also most dynamic: Taut, firm surfaces with positive curvature generate subtle light and shadow effects. The striking lines of the car such as the classic contour line along the side panels domi​nate the overall design. Starting at the rear, the side line moves down dra​mat​ically behind the front wheels, accentuating the car’s dynamic perform​ance and muscle through the strongly contoured wheel lips. The sills be​neath the door openings add to the sporting touch of this muscular perform​er, stretching the lines of the car and generating a bright contour line giving the compact even more visible strength and dynamism from the side.

The same applies to the rear-end view: The shadow line in the tailgate now added here introduces a special feature stretching the look of the rear end and conveying the impression of even more power. A striking counter-point is the shadow line formed by the longer grab handle on the tailgate ac​centuating the width of the car from behind. 

Modified rear lights.      
Covers in red-orange transparent glass have now replaced the former clear glass covers on the rear lights. From behind, therefore, the 3 Series compact conveys an even more impressive feeling of value and progressive style. With the inner structure of the lights remaining unchanged as one larger and one smaller circle, the new model retains the same fresh touch as its predecessor. And the three-dimensional look with the lights coming out in their full depth demonstrates the superior function and the design features to the last detail.

325ti with six-speed manual gearbox.   

Looking at the technical modifications introduced on the compact, we must focus in particular on the top model in the compact series, the 325ti, where the straight-six power unit is now combined with BMW’s new six-speed manual gearbox. Developing 141 kW at 6,000 rpm, the 2.5-litre engine reaches its maximum torque of 245 Nm at 3,500 rpm. (For more detailed information on the powerplant consult section 2 on the 325Ci which uses the same engine.) And now the close transmission ratios in the new gearbox enable the driver to choose exactly the right gear at all engine and road speeds, thus conveying maximum power and torque to the rear wheels. The 325ti reaches its top speed of 235 km/h in fifth gear. Providing an overdrive function, sixth gear serves in particular to reduce en​gine speed at high speeds on the road, offering the driver and his passen​gers the advantage of a lower noise level. A further advantage is that the 325ti compact is now even more economical, the straight-six consuming up to four per cent less fuel than before under practical driving conditions thanks to the six-speed gearbox replacing the former five-speed manual transmis​sion. 

To consider the specific details, the overall transmission ratio has increased from 4.23:1 on the former five-speed to 5.11:1 on the new six-speed trans​mis​sion, with the final drive ratio remaining unchanged at 3.23:1. Lifetime oil remaining in the transmission for the entire service life of the car helps to provide an even higher standard of economy. And last but not least, power is transmitted by a maintenance-free self-adjusting clutch (SAC).

Again reflecting BMW’s particular style, the 325ti compact comes with short, crisp and extremely precise gearshift underlining the car’s sporting character particularly on winding roads where the driver is required to frequently shift gears: With its six gears moving easily into position, this compact perform​ance saloon is the ideal sports car for short and powerful sprints from one bend to the next.

318ti  power unit with VALVETRONIC.

Yet another highlight in technology is to be admired beneath the engine compartment lid of 
the 318ti compact four-cylinder spark-ignition models in the form of  BMW’s innovative VALVETRONIC engine manage​ment system. This power unit from BMW’s engine plant in Hams Hall, Great Britain, equip​ped with this system no longer require a throttle butterfly under normal operating conditions. Instead, engine load is controlled by infinite valve lift management serving in particular to reduce fuel consumption under regular driving conditions by up to ten per cent and cut back exhaust emissions ac​cordingly. At the same time VALVETRONIC gives the engine even better dynamic and spontaneous performance, plus extra running smoothness and refinement on low loads. A further advantage, finally, is the exceptional spontaneity of the engine when the driver accelerates, since engine load management is determined directly on the combustion chamber.

SMG transmission: shifting gears within fractions of a second.

Like all BMW 3 Series with 2.5 and 3.0-litre spark-ignition engines, the 325ti compact is optionally available with six-speed SMG transmission allowing the driver to shift gears either through paddles on the steering wheel or by briefly flicking the gearshift lever on the centre console forwards or back​wards. This operates the clutch automatically, meaning that the car does not even come with a clutch pedal in this case.

The chassis and suspension: comfortable, stable, nimble.

The very agile chassis and suspension comes from the 3 Series saloon, 
but has been adapted to the specific features of the compact and comprises the necessary modifications. Benefiting from its particularly sporting suspen​sion, the top-of-the-range 325ti literally runs on rails. With consistent front-to-rear weight balance, in conjunction with rear-wheel drive, certainly provid​ing optimum conditions for harmonious and smooth driving behaviour up to the extreme limit, the interaction of the firm springs and dampers, direct steering and wide track perfects the car’s exemplary handling. The 325ti com​pact literally sticks to the road, providing supreme driving pleasure combined with equally supreme safety particularly on winding country roads.

The 318ti model, in turn, comes with somewhat more comfort-oriented suspension. 
Extra spring travel of 15 mm provides a significant increase in driving comfort whilst hardly affecting the car’s agility. 

Active safety based on reliable brakes.           

It almost goes without saying that the 3 Series compact comes with all the safety features required for truly outstanding performance: Short stopping distances, the option to dose the brakes with absolute precision, and a short response time characterise the car’s brake system. Large brake discs inner-vented at the front and also at the rear, en​sure fading-free deceleration even when applied repeatedly at high speeds and on mountain passes. ABS with CBC Cornering Brake Control, the com​pre​hensive DSC III driving stability system with integrated traction aid, an electronic differential lock and dynamic brake control, to name only the most important systems, are standard on all compact models.

All-electronic throttle butterfly providing exactly the right power and performance in every situation.

In order to dose engine output appropriately with the gas pedal in stop-and-go traffic, whilst at the same time ensuring an immediate response of the car whenever the driver requires high power, the six-cylinder Compact (as on the 325Ci and the 330Ci) comes with an all-electronic throttle butterfly recognising which gear is currently in mesh and thus applying an individually programmed throttle butterfly control curve. This also guarantees a smooth transition from overrun to part load and vice versa.

Nimble and practical.

The 3 Series compact and the saloon have the same wheelbase, but the former is 21 cm shorter. It nevertheless boasts creative solutions making the BMW compact both practical and very convenient in everyday motoring. Measuring 1,146 millimetres across at its widest point, the strikingly designed tailgate moving up to an almost vertical position is really very practical and meets virtually all requirements. Even a 19´´ com​pu​ter monitor packed in its original box or a washing machine will fit inside the luggage compartment – and then you can still close the tailgate! With the rear-seat backrests being split asymmetrically and with both segments folding down to an almost horizontal position, the driver of the compact benefits from luggage space ranging from 310 to 1,100 litres. Motorists often required to take along bulky luggage will appreciate the special remote control function opening the tailgate fully automatically (which means that you do not have to first put down what you are carrying in order to then open the tailgate manually).

The storage package available as an option allows the user to discreetly store valuables beneath a folding cover in the parcel shelf where they are transported safely and securely without slipping around. Shopping bags can be attached to special profile bars in the variable luggage compartment, again to secure them in position. The umbrella holder beneath the parcel shelf is accessible from the luggage compartment and a 12 volt power socket is also included in the storage package. 

Lots of room for luggage – lots of comfort for passengers.

With the compact offering lots of space and convenience for your luggage, the driver and his passengers should naturally also receive the same kind of treatment: Homologated as a 
five-seater, the 3 Series compact offers rear-seat passengers very convenient entry and exit conditions, the front-seat backrests tilting far to the front and in the process moving forward by about 90 millimetres or 3.54´´ and even rising up as well. This gives passengers entering the car an opening 243 millimetres or 9.57´´ wide at knee level. To improve visibility for the driver, finally, the rear-seat headrests may be folded down.

Trap release on the door windows.

Starting immediately, the compact models come with a trap release on the door windows, as already featured on the saloon, touring and coupé.  So whenever somebody’s hand or an object gets stuck by mistake between the window and the window frame, the windows moving up electrically will automatically open up immediately. 
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5. Exterior and Interior Dimensions.



6. E46 Specifications 
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E46 Import

				E46             Specifications				MY 03 after 03/03								ZA-U-1                                                       Date:28 March 2003

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

				Weight				AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

						kg		1300[1320]		1405[1430]		1400[1430]		1470[1505]		1420[1455]		1585[1620]

				Max permissible (GVM)		kg		1800[1820]		1905[1930]		1940[1970]		2010[2045]		1920[1955]		2005[2040]

						kg		500		500		540		540		500		420

				Permitted axle load front/rear		kg		865 / 1015		935 / 1040		885 / 1110		920 / 1150		930 / 1065		950 / 1110

				Permitted roof load		kg		75		75		75		75		75		0

						kg		670		720		680		720		720		730

				Permitted trailer load, braked		kg		1300[1400]		1600		1400[1500]		1600		1600		1600

						kg		75		75		75		75		75		75

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

								AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

				Cylinders/valves				4 / 4		6 / 4		4 / 4		6 / 4		6 / 4		6 / 4

				Capacity		cc		1995		2494		1995		2494		2494		2979

				Stroke/bore		mm		90.0 / 84.0		75,0 / 84,0		90.0 / 84.0		75,0 / 84,0		75,0 / 84,0		89,6 / 84,0

				Rated power/rated engine speed		kW/rpm		105 / 6000		141 / 6000		105 / 6000		141 / 6000		141 / 6000		170 / 5900

				Max torque/engine speed		Nm/rpm		200 / 3750		245 / 3500		200 / 3750		245 / 3500		245 / 3500		300 / 3500

				Compression ratio		:1		10,2		10,5		10,2		10,5		10,5		10,2

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

				Transmission				AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

				Manual ratios             l/ll/lll		:1		4,23 / 2,52 / 1,66		4.35/2.5/1.66		4,23 / 2,52 / 1,66		4,23 / 2,52 / 1,66		4,230 / 2,519 / 1,665		4.35/2.5/1.66

				lV/V/R		:1		1,22 / 1,00 / 4,04		1.23/1.0/0.85/3.926		1,22 / 1,00 / 4,04		1,22 / 1,00 / 4,04		1,222 / 1,000 / 4,04		1.23/1.0/0.85/3.926

				Automatic ratios         l/ll/lll		:1		3,42 / 2,22 / 1,60		3,67 / 2,00 / 1,41		3,42 / 2,22 / 1,60		3,67 / 2,00 / 1,41		3,665 / 1,999 / 1,407		3,665 / 1,999 / 1,407

				lV/V/R		:1		1,00 / 0,75 / 3,03		1,00 / 0,74 / 4,10		1,00 / 0,75 / 3,03		1,00 / 0,74 / 4,10		1,000 / 0,742 / 4,10		1,000 / 0,742 / 4,10

				Final drive ratio    manual		:1		3.38		3.23		3.38		3.46		3,15		3,07

				automatic		:1		3.91		3.23		3.91		3.46		3,46		3,38

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

				Performance				AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

				Drag coefficient				0.31[0.32]		0.30[0.31]		0.32[0.33]		0.32[0.33]		0,30		0,35[0.36]

				Top speed		km/h		213 [203]		235 [225]		213 [203]		233  [221]		240  [226]		247  [240]

				Acceleration 0 - 100km/h		sec		9.3 [10.2]		7,1 [8,6]		9.6 [10.5]		8.4  [9.4]		7.3  [8.9]		6.9  [7.5]

				Standing start km		sec								28.0 [29.4]		27.6  [29.7]		27.2  [27.9]

				Acceleration 80 - 120 km/h with		sec		9.2		7.6		9.8		9.1		7.8		7.4

				manual transmission in 4th gear

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

								AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

				In town		ltr/100km		10,4 [11,1]		12.3 [13.5]		10,6 [11,4]		12,9  [13,6]		12.8 [13.5]		13,4  [14,9]

				Out of town		ltr/100km		5,7 [6,2]		7.0 [7.3]		6.9 [6,4]		7,1  [7,4]		6.9 [7.2]		7,3  [7,5]

				Overall		ltr/100km		7,4 [8,0]		8.9 [9.5]		7,6 [8,2]		9,2  [9,7]		9.0 [9.5]		9,6  [10,2]

						g/km		180 [194]		215 [227]		185 [199]		221  [232]		217 [229]		229  [244]

				Tank capacity, approx		ltr		63		63		63		63		63		63

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

				Wheels				AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

				Tyre dimensions				205 / 55 R16		225 / 45 R17		205 / 55 R16		225 / 50 R16		205/55 R16		225 / 45 R17

				Wheel dimensions				7J x 16		8J X 17		7J x 16		7J X 16		7J x 16		8J X 17

				Material				light alloy		light alloy		light alloy		light alloy		light alloy		light alloy

								318i Compact		325i Compact		318i Touring		325i Touring		325i Coupe		330i Cabriolet

				Electrical system				AU 52		AT 32		AX 52		EN32		BD 32		BW 52

				Battery capacity		Ah		55		70		55		70		70		80

				Alternator output		A/W		110/1540		110/1540		140/1960		120/1680		120/1680		120/1680

																		Figures in [ ] apply to vehicles with automatic transmission.






