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1.
The new BMW 320d Touring:
The Thinking Man’s Sports Car.
(Short Story)

The new 3 Series Touring has been described as the epitome of the family sports car. Featuring the unique balance of elegance, dynamics, and compact dimensions common to all 3 Series for the last 30 years it’s more powerful, more versatile and even faster than before. But with the addition of a frugal yet punchy sports diesel powertain to the range it can now be described as the thinking man’s sports car.

After all, the new 3 Series Touring is just as fast as the 3 Series Sports Sedan on the Northern Circuit of Nürburgring, lapping the Circuit in exactly the same time as its sibling. However, in 320d Touring guise it adds even more versatility and flexibility to the equation thanks to its powerful four-cylinder diesel engine, which rounds off a stunning package with willing performance and frugal fuel consumption.

A power diesel in the Touring.

In Europe, two out of every three BMW Touring customers prefers a diesel engine. With the addition of the 320d Touring to the line-up, offering all the qualities of a sports diesel made by BMW and typical of the BMW brand, it’s very likely that the diesel will gain even greater significance in South Africa as well. 

Featuring second-generation common rail technology, the 320d Touring develops maximum output of 115 kW at 4,000 rpm and peak torque is an equally impressive 330 Nm from 2,000 – 2,750 rpm. The car’s performance reflects this superior diesel power, with the 320d accele​rating from 0–100 km/h in 8.9 seconds, and completing the sprint from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear in just 7.4 seconds. Top speed, finally, is 219 km/h. (Figures for the automatic model are in the specification sheet.)

BMW’s sports diesels can meet every comparison also when it comes to 
fuel economy: Consuming a staggeringly low 5.9 litres of diesel fuel in the New European Driving Cycle, BMW’s two-litre four-cylinder diesel is extremely economical. 

Modified common rail technology for efficient dynamics.

The diesel engine fitted to the BMW 320d Touring raises the benchmark significantly in terms of both running smoothness and all-round efficiency. This results above all from the engine’s superior balance shafts and common rail technol​ogy: Operating at system pressure of up to 1,600 bar and with NI injectors allowing multiple fuel injection, a linear injection curve, and injection volume kept within minimum tolerance limits, this second-generation common rail tech​nology supplies an even more precise flow of fuel to the combustion chambers, with exactly the fuel quantity required for an optimum combustion process. A further advantage is that the fuel is atomised with even greater efficiency and with even finer formation of particles, giving the customer the benefit of more power with lower noise and less fuel.

Exhaust gas turbocharger with variable turbine geometry.

To offer a high level of specific engine power per litre, the exhaust gas turbocharger comes with variable turbine geometry and electrical blade adjustment. VNT (variable nozzle turbine) technology serves to perfectly adjust the running characteristics and qualities of the ex​haust gas turbocharger to the engine’s current running conditions. Appropriately revised and updated, both blade geometry and the in​tercooler enhance the efficiency of the turbine and compressor. Fea​turing on-demand duct and flow control, finally, the intake system optimises engine output, fuel economy, and exhaust emissions.

Even More Sporting Performance with the 3 Series Touring Sport.

Like its 3 Series Sedan and petrol-powered Touring stablemates, the new 320d Touring is also available as a Sport model, which highlights the sporting characteristics of this BMW estate car, and enables the customer to personalise his car to an even higher standard. 

Amongst other features, the Sport model com​prises a sporting suspension set-up, an Aerodynamics Package (front and rear air dams with fog lamps) and side-sills, as well as ex​clusive light-alloy wheels (17 inches) with different-sized tyres front and rear. Optional 18-inch alloys are also available.

Inside the car, the Sport model features sports seats and the M leather sports steering wheel as its two most important features. Special aluminium trim trips in Glacier Silver, the M footrest as well as M door entry strips round off the package.

Standard on every BMW 3 Series Touring.

Six-speed transmission in both manual and automatic.

Short gearshift travel, superior running smoothness and precise sel​ector lever control with consistent gearshift forces – these are the par​ticular fortes of the six-speed manual gearbox featured as stand​ard on the BMW 320d Touring. Benefiting from the additional gear, closer increments between gears, and the larger range of gear ratios between the lowest and high​est gear, the driver is able to adjust the transmission perfectly to motoring requirements, proceeding smoothly from one speed level to the next. This advantage is particularly significant when setting off, with first gear being laid out for extra power and traction. A further ben​efit is the reduction in fuel consumption by up to 4 per cent en​sured by lower engine speeds when cruising.

Automatic transmission with Steptronic: shifting gears either 
auto​matically or by hand.

As in it s 3 Series Sedan counterpart, the 320d Touring automatic offers motoring comfort of the highest calibre. Thanks to the additional sixth gear, the total range of gear ratios between the lowest and highest gear is up by no less than 22 per cent, the gears themselves coming with smaller increments in bet​ween in the interest of enhanced performance and minimised fuel consumption. 

A further forte of the automatic transmission is the very harmonious transition from one gear to the next, while at the same time Steptronic enables the 
driver to shift gears himself also in automatic, simply by moving the selector lever in the appropriate gearshift lane.

Top-of-the-range technology for even better driving dynamics.

The Touring comes by tradition with the most agile suspension in its class. This suspension, together with the outstanding combination of the engine fitted lengthwise, rear-wheel drive, and excellent axle load distribution, 
once again gives BMW’s sports estate even greater lead​​er​ship in the market and on the road.

The double-joint aluminium front axle ensures an optimum ba​lance of driving dynamics and motoring comfort. Combining truly outstanding directional stability with particularly low roll noise, this axle concept and design is even more convincing than the already excellent front axle featured on the former model. And despite its lower weight, it makes a significant contribution to the car’s high standard of all-round stiffness.

The five-arm rear axle likewise ensures supreme agility and sports handling on the road, together with precise wheel guidance and very good roll comfort.

Extra safety when towing a trailer.

BMW’s new Trailer Stability Control enhances driving safety when towing a trailer. The system registers imminent pendulum mo​tion of the car and 
trailer at a very early point, stabilising the vehicle and the trailer behind by applying the car’s brakes before the situa​tion can turn dangerous.

Sporting performance, dynamic behaviour, and elegance 
in perfect harmony.

The long engine compartment lid, short overhangs front and rear, as well 
as the optical centrepoint of the car’s cabin moved far to the rear relative to the wheelbase authentically visualise the typical BMW con​figuration combining 
a straight-six power unit with rear-wheel drive. To ensure perfect harmony of the large window areas at the rear with the dynamic character of a sporting saloon, the roofline tapers down smoothly to the car’s tailgate, with the shoulder line rising up slightly at the rear.

The “Hofmeister kick” at the bottom of the D-pillar so typical of BMW creates a visual link between both of these lines, interpreting the dy​namic character of the car in a very special way and integrating the various features and highlights.

The interior: a further symbol of pure driving pleasure.

Like the exterior, the interior is also characterised by a combination of 
convex and concave surfaces creating an ambience of controlled dynamism and sheer lightness.

As a result, the 3 Series Touring combines two characters in one: It is a sporting driving machine and, at the same time, a comfortable es​tate car with a generous feeling of space.

The cockpit in its optimum structure conveys a truly thrilling driving 
ex​perience, classic circular instruments symbolising driving pleasure of the highest standard. All functions required for driving are inte​grat​ed either on or directly around the steering wheel, with the most im​por​tant driving and comfort information being provided directly in the driver’s line of vision. This also gives the front passenger optimum ac​cess to the comfort zone in the middle between the driver and pas​senger.

iDrive: BMW’s superior display and control concept.

The customer choosing BMW’s navigation system will also receive BMW’s superior iDrive display and control concept. The special fea​tures in this case distinguishing the car from the “basic” model are the Controller and the Control Display beneath the second binnacle on the instrument panel. The driver thus benefits from control and display functions aligned to the driver in perfect ergonomic arrange​ment, with all information and comfort functions also directly access​ible to the front passenger.

Increase in size in the interest of comfort and safety.

Without giving up the compact dimensions so typical of the BMW 3 Series, the Touring has grown beyond the dimensions of its prede​ce​ssor in terms of length, width, height, and wheelbase. Clearly, this benefits all of the car’s occupants, provides even more luggage space, and enhances passive safety to a new standard.

Clever solutions for your luggage.

The luggage compartment is variable in size from 460–1,385 litres and is generous in design, offering a wide range of clever solutions. In standard form, the luggage compartment comes with a 12-volt power socket, lashing points, baggage straps, as well as bag and umbrella holders. And since the BMW 3 Series Touring comes on runflat tyres with failsafe driving qualities, the former spare wheel recess beneath the floor of the luggage compartment is avail​able as an additional storage box.

Rear window with comfort opening, low loading sill.

Featuring a separately opening rear window as standard, the BMW 3 Series Touring makes loading and unloading as well as transporting long and even bulky items very easy and convenient. When opening the rear window, the rear blind moves up thanks to the comfort open​ing function on the luggage compartment cover, offering convenient and rapid access to the luggage area. And to make loading the lug​gage area even more convenient, the bumper comes with a deep cut​out in the middle, lowering the height of the loading sill to just 59 centimetres.

Individual solutions for utmost convenience in everyday use.

The special luggage compartment package available as an option enhances the practical qualities of the Touring to an unprecedented standard, offering features far superior to any similar concepts avail​able from competitors. 
The main component is the reversible floor panel with a washable plastic sheet on the back conveniently cover​ing the carpet in the luggage compartment, as well as the bumper to prevent dirt and scratches. It also features a collapsible watertight folding box for items such as wet boots, etc. 

Significant progress in body construction: lighter, stiffer, safer.

Intelligent lightweight technology makes the body of the car even stiff​er and reduces the specific weight of the vehicle to an even lower level. So without putting on any weight over the former model, the body of the new BMW 3 Series Touring, featuring upgraded steel and steel deformation technologies as well as a truss configuration for the car’s load-bearing structure, is 25 per cent stiffer.

In a side-on collision: the safest Touring of all times.

The new 3 Series Touring was designed from the start for the best possible result – five stars – in the EuroNCAP crash test.

Apart from optimised seat belts, the occupant safety system comes as standard with no less than six airbags: driver, front passenger, hip thorax, 
and curtain head airbags. In the interest of optimum safety for children, both the front passenger seat, as well as the outer seats at the rear, are fitted with 
Isofix anchoring points. The front passenger’s airbag may be deactivated for fastening a baby seat opposite the direction of travel next to the driver.

BMW Active Steering: unique in this segment.

The BMW 3 Series Touring is the only midrange estate saloon to offer an active steering system: BMW Active Steering available as an option on 325i Touring significantly enhances the car’s agility and increases driving pleasure accordingly. At low speeds the steering transmis​sion is more direct, at high speeds more indirect, thus perfectly solv​ing the conflict of interest with a conventional steering and combin​ing agility, stability, and steering comfort to an unprecedented stand​ard.

BMW Active Steering also means extra safety: When applying the brakes 
on patches of, for example, ice alternating with dry asphalt, Active Steering stabilises the car quickly and accurately by actively intervening in the steering control. 

If necessary, Active Steering will even support the driver by correcting the steering angle, making the entire steering and control process simpler, safer and more agile, and reducing both intervention of the car’s brakes and 
engine management control. And not least, BMW Active Steering makes everyday motoring a lot more enjoyable by reducing the number of 
steering wheel turns when parking, when manoeuvring, and in city traffic.

Innovative lights technology for extra safety.

Apart from the dual halogen headlights featured as standard, the customer also has the choice of bi-xenon headlights with or without an adaptive 
light function. Continuously and dynamically adjusting the headlights to current driving conditions, BMW Adaptive Head​lights ensure optimum illumination of the road ahead also in bends, the light beam following the course of the road and thus guiding the driver along as if by magic.

Optimum heating and climate comfort.

Given the relatively large luggage compartment, the heating and air conditioning in an estate saloon represent a particular challenge to the engineer.

Compared with its competitors, the air conditioning in the Touring raises and lowers temperatures faster than in any other model. An even higher standard of comfort in climate control is offered by the automatic air conditioning available as optional equipment. Without creating the lightest draught, BMW’s automatic air conditioning pro​vides the desired temperature extremely 
quickly and maintains exact​ly the right climate without the slightest fluctuations or changes in temperature. 

Climate control is also improved significantly by the option to adjust the car’s climate separately at the rear, and for the first time in its class the BMW 3 Series is available with sunblinds for the rear side windows.

Perfect noise control for a high-quality audio experience.

As difficult as it may be to ensure optimum climate control in an es​tate car, 
the larger luggage compartment serves to enhance the acous​tic fortes of the audio system by its qualities as a resonance chamber.  

The stereo system featured as standard in the 3 Series Touring not only capitalises on this benefit, but also sets the benchmark in its class through its finely balanced performance. And to enjoy an even higher standard, the customer also has the choice of BMW’s optional HiFi system as well as the LOGIC7 HiFi Professional concept offering a level of audio quality and enjoyment in the 3 Series Touring quite un​precedented in this segment. 

Pricing.

320d Touring




R 289,000.00

320d Touring Steptronic 


R 302,700.00

Exclusive Model



+R 18,000.00

LC Leather, Dakota 

SA423 Velour floor mats

SA502 Headlight washer system 

SA507 Park Distance Control (PDC), rear 

SA521 Rain sensor and automatic headlight control

SA522 Bi-Xenon headlights with automatic vertical control (incl. SA502)

SA672 CD Changer for 6 CDs

Sport Model




+R 20,300.00

ANAT Cloth ‘Blue Shadow’/Alcantara Anthracite/Black

Door sill with M Badge 

Gearshift lever ‘shortshifter’ and handbrake grip in leather 

M Badge ID airbag 

Double-spoke alloy 194M – 17-inch

SA321 Exterior parts in body colour 

SA481 Sports seats for driver and front passenger

SA4AD Interior trim finishers, Aluminium (finely brushed lengthwise)

SA520 Front fog lights 

SA710 Steering wheel M leather with multifunction buttons

SA715 M Aerodynamics Package 

SA760 Individual high-gloss Satin Chrome 

SA775 Individual headliner, Anthracite

Additional Sport Model Options

LC Leather, Dakota 



+R 4,800.00 

Double-spoke alloy 193M – 18-inch

+R 6,000.00
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Specifications.
BMW 320d Touring.

	Body
	
	320d Touring

	No of doors/seats
	
	5/5

	Length/width/height (unladen)

)
	mm
	4,520/1,817/1,418/1,442*

	Wheelbase
	mm
	2,760

	Track, front/rear       

wgsdfg


	mm
	1,500/1,513

	Turning circle
	m
	11.0

	Tank capacity
	approx ltr
	61

	Cooling system incl heating     

l
	ltr
	7.5 (7.9)

	Engine oil**

Getriebeöl


	ltr
	5.5

	Transmission fluid
	ltr
	Lifetime

	Final drive fluid     
	ltr
	Lifetime

	Weight, unladen, to EU standard1
	kg
	1,580 (1,595)

	Max. load to DIN standard
	kg
	540

	Max. perm weight to DIN standard
	kg
	2,045 (2,060)

	Axle load, front/rear        
	kg
	940/1,160

	Trailer load2
	
	

	braked (12%)/unbraked  


	kg
	1,600/750

	Max roof load/towbar support load   
	kg
	75/75

	Luggage comp. cap. DIN 70020
	ltr
	460–1,385

	Air resistance 
	Cd x A
	0.30 x 2.11

	Engine
	
	

	Type/No of cylinders/valves    Zylinder/Ventile


	
	Inline/4/4

	Fuel supply          
	
	CR system/DDE6

	Capacity, effective
	cc
	1,995

	Stroke/bore 
	mm
	90.0/84.0

	Compression ratio


	:1
	17.0

	Fuel 
	
	Diesel

	Max output
	kW
	115

	at engine speed
	rpm
	4,000

	Max torque 
	Nm
	330

	at engine speed
	rmp
	2,000–2,750

	Electrical System
	
	

	Battery/installation
	Ah/–
	80/luggage comp.

	Alternator  
	A/W
	150/2,100

	Chassis and Suspension
	
	

	Suspension, front 
	
	Double-joint spring strut axle with displaced caster; small positive steering roll radius;

compensation of transverse forces; reduction of brake dive

	Suspension, rear  
	
	Five-arm rear axle in lightweight steel construction

	Brakes, front
	
	Single-piston swing-calliper disc brakes/vented

	Diameter   
	mm
	300 x 24

	Brakes, rear  
	
	Single-piston swing-calliper disc brakes/vented

	Diameter
	mm
	300 x 20

	Driving stability systems
	
	ABS, traction control (ASC+T), wheel-specific electronic brake force distribution (EBFD, CBC),

(EBV,CBC), Fahrstabilitätssystem (DSC), elektronische Differentialsperre (ADB), Notbremserkennung (DBC)

	
	
	driving stability system (DSC), electronic differential lock (EDL),

	
	
	emergency brake recognition (DBC)

	Steering


	
	Rack-and-pinion power steering; 3.0 turns from lock to lock



	Overall steering transmission ratio
	:1
	16.0:1

	Type of transmission
	
	Six-speed manual gearbox (six-speed automatic transmission)



	Gear ratios               1st
  
	:1
	5.140 (4.171)



	                                  2nd
	:1
	2.830 (2.340)

	                                  3rd
	:1
	1.804 (1.521)



	                                  4th
	:1
	1.257 (1.143)



	                                  5th
	:1
	1.000 (0.867)

	                                  6th
	:1  :1
	0.831 (0.691)

	                                  Rev
	:1
	4.638 (3.403)



	Final drive ratio       
	:1
	2.56 (3.15)

	Tyres 
	
	205/55 R16 91V RSC

	Rims  
	
	7J x 16 light-alloy

	Performance   
	
	

	Power-to-weight ratio, DIN
	kg/kW
	13.2

	Output per litre
	kW
	57.6

	Acceleration 0–100 km/h
	sec
	8.9 (9.1)



	80–120 km/h in 4th gear
	sec
	7.4 (–)

	Top speed            
	km/h
	219 (214)

	Fuel Consumption in EU Cycle
	
	

	Urban   
	ltr/100 km
	8.1 (9.4)

	Extra-urban   
	ltr/100 km
	4.6 (5.5)

	Composite
	ltr/100 km
	5.9 (6.9)



	CO2
	g/km
	158 (184)

	Miscellaneous
	
	

	Emission standard   
	
	EU 4
	EU 4


*Height with roof aerial (with roof railing: 1,450 mm).

**Oil change.        




































