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1.
The BMW 330d, 323i and 320i Start: 
3 Series range expands even further
9 November 2005

Midrand – Diesel is fast-becoming the fossil-fuel source of choice in the 21st Century – with fast being the operative word. Now, just five months after the local debut of the new 3 Series sedan, the awesome new 330d diesel model becomes the flag bearer for diesel in the 3 Series range. At the same time, the 3 Series range expands even further with the addition of the 323i and a new entry-level model, the 320i Start. 

To further enhance the sporting ability of this iconic sports sedan, a new 3 Series Sport model is also available, with any engine derivative, comprising features such as a sporting suspension set-up, BMW’s Aerodynamics Package complete with fog lamps, exclusive light-alloy wheels, sports seats, the M leather steering wheel and M door cut-out strips.

BMW 3 Series: New Engines for the 3 Series Saloon.

Boasting BMW’s 3.0-litre diesel engine, the 330d has the most powerful diesel ever seen in the 3 Series: Output from this six-cylinder power unit is a significant 160 kW at 4,000 rpm, with thrilling development of power and muscle provided by maxi​mum torque of 480 Nm between 1,750 and 2,750 rpm. This means very impressive power reserves from very low speeds.

The 330d accelerates from 0–100 km/h in just 6.9 seconds and has a top speed of 246 km/h. Despite this superior performance, fuel consumption is just 6.5 litres of diesel fuel on 100 kilometres in the composite EU cycle.

Developing maximum power output of 130 kW and peak torque of 230 Nm, the new 323i rounds off the lower end of six-cylinder 3 Series range. With surprisingly frugal fuel economy of just 8.4 litres/100 km in the composite EU cycle, the 323i still offers excellent performance on the road, accelerating from 0–100 km/h in 7.9 seconds, from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear in 8.4 seconds, and achieving a top speed of 229 km/h.

Mechanically, the entry-level BMW 320i  Start is identical to it’s higher-specced 320i sibling. That means it also gets the most powerful four-cylinder engine yet seen in the 3 Series range. Equipped with VALVETRONIC and dual-VANOS variable camshaft adjustment, the engine develops maximum output of 110 kW at 6,200 rpm and maximum torque of 200 Nm at 3,600 rpm. This accelerates the BMW 320i Start from 0–100 km/h in 9.0 seconds and gives the car a top speed of 220 km/h. Fuel consumption in the composite EU cycle is 7.4 litres/100 km.

Even More Sporting Performance with the 3 Series Sport.

The 3 Series Sport model highlights the sporting side of the 3 Series sedan, enabling the customer to personalise his car to an even higher standard. Inter alia, the Sport model com​prises a sporting suspension set-up, the Aerodynamics Package (front and rear air dams with fog lamps) and side-sills, as well as ex​clusive light-alloy wheels (17 inches) with different-sized tyres front and rear.

Inside the car, the Sport model features sports seats and the M leather sports steering wheel as its two most important features. Special aluminium trim trips in Glacier Silver, the M footrest as well as M door entry strips round off the package.

320i Start Widens 3 Series Appeal.

Positioned as the entry-level model in the 3 Series range, the 320i Start is certainly not lacking in specification. Featuring air conditioning, electric windows, power steering, a BMW Business AM/FM tuner with integrated front-loading CD and, of course, typical BMW performance and handling, the 320i Start offers outstanding value and affordability at the bottom-end of the 3 Series line-up. 

Extra Safety when Towing a Trailer.

When equipped with a trailer towing hook, the 3 Series sedan now offers additional safety with a trailer ensured by Trailer Stability Control integrated in the latest generation of DSC. 

This function, available for the first time in two-wheel drive configuration, recognises the risk of the car and trailer possi​bly starting to sway and automatically intervenes whenever neces​sary. The system does this so early and discreetly that the driver will generally not even notice the assistance he is receiving. So only if Trailer Stability Control is no longer sufficient to counter a potentially dangerous situation will DSC intervene by applying the brakes harder than would otherwise be the case.

The trailer stability control recognizes that the vehicle is towing a trailer thanks to the connection of the trailer’s electrical socket. This activates the control system and enables the system to intervene at speeds above 65 km/h. 

The trailer stability control function is based on the yaw rate signal informing the DSC control unit of the vehicle’s speed of rotation, and is carried over to two-wheel drive BMW models after being successfully introduced on the BMW X5 in September 2001. 

This yaw signal is permanently monitored, and any pendulum or sway motion of the vehicle and trailer, generating a signal typical of the forces involved, is then detected by the control unit.

Activation of trailer stability control is shown by the traction telltale flashing 
on and off. Although, it’s part of the DSC system, trailer stability control remains active even when DSC is not working. 

The trailer towing hook itself also makes life easier for the driver: All you have to do to move up the hook from the underfloor of the 3 Se​ries is press 
a button in the luggage compartment. Then, after arriv​ing at your destination, you simply push back the towing hook be​neath the car where it latches in position.

Pricing.

320i Start 


R 234,000

320i Start Steptronic 

R 247,000

323i 
 


R 266,000

323i Steptronic

R 279,000

330d



R 355,000

330d Steptronic

R 368,000

Sport model (additional cost):

320i & 320d


R 19,900




323i



R 18,100

325i 



R 16,900




330i & 330d


R 13,700
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2.
Specifications BMW 3 Series Sedan.
320i Start; 323i; 330d.

	Body


Anzahl Türen / s
	
	320i Start
	323i
	330d

	No. of doors/seats

l
	
	4/5
	4/5
	4/5

	Length/width/height (unladen) 

)
	mm
	4,520/1,817/1,421
	4,520/1,817/1,421
	4,520/1,817/1,421

	Wheelbase
	mm
	2,760
	2,760
	2,760

	Track, front/rear


	mm
	1,500/1,513
	1,500/1,513
	1,500/1,513

	Turning circle
	m
	11.0
	11,0
	11.0

	Fuel tank capacity
	approx. ltr
	60
	60
	60

	Cooling system incl. heating

l
	ltr
	7.5 (8.1)
	8.2 (8.5)
	7.5 (7.9)

	Engine oil


	ltr
	4.25
	6.5
	5.5

	Transmission fluid
	ltr
	Permanent filling
	Permanent filling
	Permanent filling

	Final drive fluid
	ltr
	Permanent filling
	Permanent filling
	Permanent filling

	Weight, unladen (EU1)
	kg
	1,360 (1,390)
	1,490 (1,520)
	1,490 (1,505)

	Max load (DIN)
	kg
	520
	520
	520

	Max. permissible weight (DIN)
	kg
	1,880 (1,910)
	1,935 (1,965)
	1,935 (1,950)

	Permissible axle load front/rear
	kg
	895/1,050
	930 (1,070)
	925/1,060

	Max. trailer load2
	
	
	
	

	braked (12%)/unbraked


	kg
	1,400 (1,500)/695
	1,600 (1,700)/745
	1,600/745

	Max. roof load/trailer nose weight
	kg
	75/75
	75/75
	75/75

	Luggage comp. capacity VDAKofferrauminhalt nach VDA
	ltr
	460
	460
	460

	Drag coefficient
	cX x A
	0.28 x 2.11
	0.30 x 2.11
	0.29 x 2.11

	Engine
	
	
	
	

	Layout/No. of cylinders/Valves Zylinder/Ventile


	
	Inline/4/4
	Inline/6/4
	Inline/6/4

	Engine management
	
	MEV9
	MSV70
	DDE6

	Displacement
	cc
	1,995
	2,497
	2,993

	Bore/Stroke
	mm
	84.0/90.0
	78.8/82.0
	84.0/90.0

	Compression ratio


	:1
	10.5
	11.0
	17.0

	Fuel grade3
	RON
	91–98
	91–98
	Diesel

	Max. output
	kW
	110
	130
	160

	At engine speed
	rpm
	6,200
	5,800
	4,000

	Torque
	Nm
	200
	230
	480

	At engine speed
	rpm
	3,600
	3,500–5,000
	1,750-2,750

	Electrics
	
	
	
	

	Battery/Location
	Ah/–
	46/boot
	70/boot
	90/boot

	Alternator
	A/W
	110/1,540
	155/2,170
	150/2,100

	Chassis
	
	
	
	

	Front suspension
	
	Double-joint spring-strut suspension with displaced camber; 
small positive steering scrub radius; traverse force compensation; anti-dive

	Rear suspension
	
	Independent 5-arm axle, steel-lightweight construction

	Brakes, front
	
	Single-piston floating-caliper disc brakes

	Diameter
	mm
	292 x 22, vented
	300 x 24, vented
	300 x 24, vented

	Brakes, rear
	
	Single-piston floating-caliper disc brakes

	Diameter
	mm
	296 x 10, vented
	300 x 20, vented
	300 x 20, vented

	Driving Stability Systems
	
	ABS, Traction Control (ASC+T), wheel-selective Electronic Braking Distribution (EBD,CBC), Dynamic Stability Control (DSC), Electronic Differential Lock (ADB), 
Dynamic Brake Control (DBC)

	Steering
	
	Rack-and- pinion, power-assisted; 3.0 turns lock to lock

	Overall ratio
	:1
	16,0
	16,0
	16,0

	Type of transmission
	
	6-gear manual; 6-gear Steptronic automatic as option
6-gear Steptronic automatic transmission as an option

	Transmission ratio
I

  
	:1
	4.32 (4.17)
	4.32 (4.17)
	5.14 (4.17)

	                                  
II
	:1
	2.46 (2.34)
	2.46 (2.34)
	2.83 (2.34)

	                                  
III
	:1
	1.66 (1.52)
	1.66 (1.52)
	1.80 (1.52)

	                                  
IV
	:1
	1.23 (1.14)
	1.23 (1.14)
	1.26 (1.14)

	                                  
V
	:1
	1.00 (0.87)
	1.00 (0.87)
	1.00 (0.87)

	                                  
VI
	:1
	0.85 (0.69)
	0.85 (0.69)
	0.83 (0.69)

	                                  
R
	:1
	3.94 (3.40)
	3.94 (3.40)
	4.64 (3.40)

	Final drive ratio
	:1
	3.38 (3.91)
	3.23 (3.73)
	2.56 (3.15)

	Tyres 
	
	205/55 R 16 91 V
	205/55 R 16 91 V
	225/45 R 17 91 W

	Wheels 
	
	7 J x 16 alloy
	7 J x 16 alloy
	8 J x 17 alloy

	Performance
	
	
	
	

	Power to weight ratio (DIN)
	kg/kW
	12.0 (12.3)
	11.5 (11.7)
	12.3 (12.4)

	Output per litre
	kW/ltr
	55.1
	52.1
	57.6

	Acceleration      0–100km/h
	sec
	9.0 (9.7)
	7.9 (8.8)
	6.9 (7.0)

	
	
	
	
	

	80-120km/h in 4th gear
	sec
	9.1 (–)
	8.4 (–)
	5.3 (–)

	Top speed4
	km/h
	220 (215)
	229 (226)
	246 (244)

	Fuel consumption (EU cycle)
	
	
	
	

	In town
	ltr/100 km
	10.7 (11.0)
	12.1 (12.9)
	8.9 (10.0)

	Out of town
	ltr/100 km
	5.6 (6.2)
	6.2 (6.7)
	5.1 (5.9)

	Overall
	ltr/100 km
	7.4 (7.9)
	8.4 (9.0)
	6.5 (7.4)

	CO2 
	g/km
	178 (190)
	203 (218)
	174 (197)

	Miscellaneous
	
	
	
	

	Emission classification
	
	EU3
	EU3
	EU3


The values given in parenthesis apply to the automatic transmission.

Weight of the car in road trim (DIN) plus 75 kg for driver and luggage.


Deviations are possible under certain conditions.


Information about performance and fuel consumption relate to RON 98.
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