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1.
At a glance.

•
Functionality. The MINI Cooper Convertible is a fully-fledged four-seater with a great fun factor, a high degree of functionality and optimum utilisation of the space available. The roof opens up fully automatically within a mere 15 seconds. At the push of a button, you first open the integrated sliding roof, then the complete soft  top. Thanks to the Z-folding mechanism, the complete roof can be folded up in compact arrangement behind the rear seats, with no need for a tonneau cover. 
•
Easy-Load System. The rear lid opens downwards and can be used 
as a loading platform. With the roof closed, the luggage compartment has a capacity of 165 litres, with a volume of 120 litres still remaining with 
the roof open. With the rear seat backrests folded down, the luggage space is increased to no less than 605 litres.
•
Performance. The five-speed manual gearbox, which comes as 
standard, and the 1.6-litre engine with 85 kW and a maximum torque of 150 Nm deliver a particularly sporting performance. The MINI Cooper Convertible has a top speed of  193 km/h, accelerating from 0 to 100 km/h in 9.8 seconds. Fuel consumption in the EU cycle is 7.3 litres premium/100 km. Thanks to its high degree of body stiffness and a superior suspension with 15-inch light alloys, the MINI Cooper Convertible truly possesses that typical MINI go-kart feeling.

•
Safety. The MINI Cooper Convertible complies with the world’s 
most stringent crash test standards thanks to a stiff body structure and an efficient restraint system comprising, inter alia, two “intelligent” front airbags and two seat-integrated head/thorax side airbags. In the event of a roll-over, passengers are protected by a reinforced A-pillar and a roll 
bar made of high-strength aluminium tubes featuring integrated headrests. 

•
Equipment. The MINI Cooper Convertible is available in ten different exterior colours, two of which are reserved exclusively for the convertible – Hot Orange and, providing a special effect, Cool Blue. The roof is available in black, blue and green.

2.
Short version.

The MINI Cooper Convertible, the car long awaited by MINI enthusiasts, 
is here at last. Now those who love driving an open car will no longer have to miss out on the fun of the open-air experience at the wheel of a MINI. 
The MINI Cooper Convertible is a fully-fledged four-seater and instantly recognisable as a genuine MINI, regardless of whether the roof is up or down. 
This is thanks to the carry-over of characteristic MINI design features and proportions. The steeply raked windscreen and the optimum seating position enjoyed by the driver ensure an unforgettable open-air experience when driving with the roof down. This newcomer leaves no doubt that motoring pleasure is an outstanding factor regardless of where you sit in this uniquely popular cult car.

Sporting performance.

The 1.6-litre engine under the bonnet delivering 85 kW at 6,000 rpm, does true justice to that go-kart feeling so typical of MINI. Maximum torque of 150 Nm is achieved at 4,500 rpm. The MINI Cooper Convertible, which features a smooth-shifting five-speed gearbox, accelerates from 0–100 km/h in just 9.8 seconds and has a top speed of 193 km/h. Acceleration from 80 to 120 km/h is achieved in fourth gear in a mere 11.6 seconds. In spite of this remarkable performance, the attractive MINI Convertible has a very modest fuel consumption of just 7.3 litres premium/100 km in the EU cycle. 

Smart cabrio with a high utility value.

The MINI Cooper Convertible is the result of a cleverly devised overall concept comprising a high degree of functionality and optimum utilisation of space. 
The el fresco driving experience is achievable in a mere 15 seconds. At the push of a button, you first open the integrated sliding roof, then the entire soft roof. With the soft roof folding to the rear, the roof pillars are automatically retracted and the rear side windows move down at the same time. The intelligent Z-folding mechanism allows the complete roof to fold up in compact arrangement behind the rear seats, with no need for a tonneau cover. 
The sliding roof integrated in the soft top can be opened infinitely 
up to 40 cm while driving, up to a speed of 120 km/h - a unique feature in the convertible market.

Compact but versatile.

The MINI Convertible has a drop-down boot lid which is held in position when open by two steel cables on a spring-mounted retractor system. This allows use of the rear lid with its exterior hinges as a practical loading platform able to hold a weight of up to 80 kg.

The MINI Convertible is able to carry a maximum of 400 kg, and the luggage compartment accommodates 165 litres with the roof closed. And even with the roof down, driving in the open air, luggage compartment capacity remains a substantial 120 litres.

Those who wish to get even more out of this agile little car can make use of the generous Easy-Load through-loading system designed for even the most bulky of loads. With the roof closed, all you do is turn two levers in the luggage compartment to fold up the bottom section of the folding top and attach it in position. Then, with the rear lid open, you have very convenient access to the luggage compartment through a large opening able to accommodate even bulky objects. And in conjunction with the rear seat backrests folding forward and fastened securely in position, luggage compartment capacity can be increased to no less than 605 litres.

Boasting features such as a highly functional roof, a variable luggage 
compartment, an ultra-strong and stiff body shell, as well as a chassis with a multi-arm rear axle, the MINI Convertible sets the standard in its market segment.

A four-seater instantly recognisable as a genuine MINI.

Rising slightly to the rear, the waistline gives the car a powerful, performance-oriented profile accentuated by the chrome strip along the entire waistline. The steeply raked windscreen, the frameless side windows, the double roll bars behind the rear seats and the space-saving folding roof without tonneau cover, round off the sophisticated appearance of this new eye-catcher from Oxford.

The MINI Cooper Convertible comes as standard with 15-inch light-alloy rims and runs on R15 tyres. However, the car can be optionally equipped with attractive 17 -inch light alloys. The 17-inch five-star bullet light-alloy wheel developed especially for the new model variant particularly accentuates the new MINI’s sporting character.

MINI colour worlds.

The MINI Cooper is available in ten exterior colours, two of which are reserved exclusively for the convertible – Hot Orange and, providing a special effect, Cool Blue. For greater individual choice, the roof is available in black, blue and green. The rear-view mirror housings are finished in body colour. The optional Chrome Line exterior and interior package give the MINI Cooper Convertible a particularly sophisticated appearance.

Classy interior.

The roll bar made of high-strength aluminium tubes is so intelligently integrated that the luggage compartment retains its full through-loading capacity when the rear seat backrests are folded down. The dashboard 
and the door linings are available in both silver and anthracite as well as in aluminium and wood-style trims. Additionally, in the case of four different exterior colours, there is the option of the three-part instrument panel and door linings in the respective body colour. The MINI Cooper Convertible’s seat upholstery offers a choice of two different types of cloth, three cloth/leather combinations and three leather options. 

Well prepared for an emergency.

Thanks to a stiff body structure and an efficient restraint system comprising 
as standard, inter alia, two “intelligent” front airbags and two integrated head/thorax side airbags, the MINI Cooper Convertible complies with the world’s most stringent crash test standards. 

Thanks to the implementation of numerous construction-related measures such as an increase in the thickness of the sheet metal of the side-sills as well as the integration of additional stiffening and reinforcement plates, torsional stiffness was increased significantly. The result is that the door-sills are also prevented from deforming in the event of a head-on collision. Moreover, the sturdy floor assembly has been additionally reinforced. All of these measures facilitate the best possible protection of occupants, even in the case of side impacts.

Should the MINI Convertible ever be involved in a roll-over, the A-pillars incorporate an ultra-strong tubular steel designed to withstand high loads. 
And at the rear, double roll bars made of high-strength aluminium tubes, complete with integrated headrests, afford superior passenger safety. 

With an unladen weight of 1,175 kg, the new model variant is around 
100 kilograms heavier than the tin-top version. This additional weight is due to the roof construction and the reinforced body structure.

Staying on course.

Four disc brakes, four-channel ABS, Electronic Brake Force Distribution (EBD) as well as Cornering Brake Control (CBC) guarantee superior directional 
and driving stability even in an extreme situation. Further optional active safety fea​tures are Automatic Stability Control + Traction (ASC+T) as well as Dynamic Stability Control (DSC).

Extensive range of premium equipment.

The line-up of standard features on the new convertible include an electrically operated roof with sliding roof function, a heated rear window made of glass, two front and head/thorax side airbags, four-channel ABS, Electronic Brake Force Distribution (EDB), Cornering Brake Control (CBC), a runflat indicator, electrically operated exterior mirrors, electric window lifts front and rear, electro-hydraulic power steering, Park Distance Control (PDC), a rev counter, height adjustment of driver’s seat and steering column as well as remote central locking with comfort opening function.

List of features for the personal touch.

The MINI Cooper Convertible provides a wide spectrum of optional equipment and accessories designed for individual preferences. This includes for 
example Xenon headlights, a TV navigation system featuring a 16:9 colour display, high quality HiFi audio systems, a heated windscreen, automatic climate control, a huge choice of light alloy wheels, a multifunction steering wheel, a rain sensor and a rear-view mirror with automatic anti-dazzle function.

For the full price list see the attached price list document:                               Cooper Convertible R207 600                                                                           Cooper Convertible CVT auto R218 100                                                             All MINIs come with a 3-year / 75 000 km Motorplan Maintenance Contract.                                                                                                                                                                                

For further information, please contact Clynton Yon on (012) 522-2227.

Long version.
3.
Open Air – 
 
the MINI Cooper Convertible.

A genuine MINI.

The MINI Convertible is not simply a MINI without a roof, but a completely new vehicle, a fully-fledged four-seater and a genuine MINI – irrespective of whether it is being driven with the roof up or down. The little car from Oxford is the epitome of joie de vivre and clearly demonstrates its fun factor. With its well-balanced proportions and large wheels it looks robust and muscular, but at the same time, it’s undoubtedly loveable.

Clever concept.

The chic 3.63 m long MINI Cooper Convertible with its classic design is the result of a carefully thought-out and devised concept. Despite the compact dimensions of the car, function and practical value clearly come first, 
making optimum use of the space available. And thanks to the high standard of body stiffness combined with the superior chassis and suspension, 
the new drop-top MINI also excels through superior handling and agility.

The four-seater is also packed full of highly sophisticated technology. 
Features such as the fully automatic roof with integrated sliding roof function, 
multi-arm rear axle or tyres with failsafe running characteristics and runflat indicator are by no means standard in MINI’s particular market segment. 

The technical superiority of the product coupled with exclusive appearance, skilled processing of high-quality materials and the extensive equipment range, not to forget the unique choice of options designed for individual preferences, underline MINI’s status as a premium product within its market segment.

3.1
Fun and function.

MINI engineers and designers have been successful in transferring the core values of the design icon to the new body variant. For this very reason 
the MINI Convertible is – regardless whether with the roof up or down – unmistakeably a genuine MINI.

Emotional and functional.

Ulrich Kranz, head of the MINI product line, describes the work on the 
MINI Convertible as follows: “We have been successful in creating a vehicle with a high degree of functionality that offers room even in the most 
confined space. One example is the versatility of the luggage compartment which demonstrates how limited space can be utilised sensibly and practicably. Moreover, we were able to realise a maximum degree of safety, driving dynamics and personalisation, without having to abandon the ingenious vehicle concept with a long wheelbase and short overhangs.”
Practical details. 

The rear lid of this agile little convertible is hinged to swing down, and held in position by two steel cables on a spring-mounted retractor system. This allows use of the rear lid with its external hinges as a practical loading platform 
able to carry a weight of up to 80 kg. When it is closed, the hinges are reminiscent of the days of the first Mini, discreetly accentuating the vehicle’s robustness. The electrically operated boot lock is opened by means of a button located in the rear lid grab handle.

A roof over your head.

With the fully automatic roof featuring the Z-folding mechanism, which comes as standard, MINI team engineers have found a particularly ingenious solution. Functionality and looks have been united under one roof in the true sense 
of the word.

The roof can be opened at the push of a button without having to release 
it manually beforehand, and within just 15 seconds the MINI is ready for the sheer enjoyment of open air driving. With the soft roof folding to the rear, 
the roof columns are automatically retracted, the rear side windows moving fully down simultaneously. The roof is then folded into three sections in compact arrangement behind the rear seats. 

The mechanism, which is concealed behind the rear side panel, is electro-hydraulic. An electric pump generates sufficient pressure to fold the soft top’s steel linkage and to lower it into the space behind the rear seats. 

Even when the roof is down, the compact dimensions of the Z-folding mechanism still offer ample space for four persons. Moreover, the open roof has very little effect on the space available in the boot. There is no need for 
a tonneau cover as the front section of the roof at the outside reliably protects the high-quality soft roof. 

Available in a choice of three colours, the roof comprises a heated glass 
rear window, which, thanks to an elaborate manufacturing process, ensures unrestricted visibility to the rear in spite of its compact dimensions. 
And as a further feature, the MINI Convertible comes as standard with PDC Park Distance Control for electronic parking assistance at the rear.

Convertible with a sliding roof.

A further very special feature of the MINI’s roof is the additional sliding roof function: Pressing the roof opening button, the driver first opens the integral sliding roof, then the complete soft roof as such.

When opening, the sliding roof moves back horizontally for the first 40 cm 
and may also be set infinitely to any desired position. In this case the side posts remain unchanged in their regular position on the A-pillars. 
Since the sliding roof opens completely from one side of the car to the other, the new open-air model provides a taste of convertible motoring right from 
the start in this initial position. A particularly advantage is that you can operate this function not only with the car at a standstill, but also while driving at 
a speed of up to 120 km/h.

Central locking with remote control in the key opens or locks not only the doors, rear lid and fuel tank cover, depending on the selected programme, 
but also, using the comfort function, the roof and the windows from a distance of up to 15 m. 

In order to open the roof, the parcel shelf must be in the lower of the two positions. Should this not be the case, an electric control system 
prevents incorrect operation, thus protecting the contents of the boot from possible damage.

Variable luggage space.

The space-saving Z-folding roof mechanism is quite unique in this segment and is one of the fundamental prerequisites for the high standard of function and versatility in opening and closing the roof. Even with the roof down, the MINI Convertible still provides a luggage compartment capacity of 120 litres – and with the roof closed, the luggage compartment offers a total capacity of 165 litres for even greater practical value. By folding down the rear seat backrests split into two sections and locking in position, the driver can even enlarge the car’s luggage capacity to a remarkable 605 litres, with the only requirement being to release the locks on the two seat elements. Maximum load capacity is 400 kilos.
The Easy Load system ensures highly practical and very generous through-loading, connecting the luggage compartment with the passenger area. 
As the rear roof section can be lifted up by approximately 35° when closed and the rear lid opens downwards, the driver and his passengers have 
the advantage of a load aperture large enough to load and unload the luggage compartment with utmost convenience. This superior function, quite 
unique in a vehicle of this kind, provides more than ample space inside the MINI Convertible, taking up even bulky objects with ease. 

To be on the safe side, both rear seat backrests are lockable, so that the contents of the luggage compartment is well protected against theft whilst the roof is open.

4.
Emotional design.

“The MINI Convertible is a particularly emotional MINI – a car with unique flair and numerous features reflecting the agility, a zest for life and elegance so crucial to the character of this charming four-seater”, says MINI chief designer Gert Hildebrand about the new model variant.

Efficient teamwork.

The MINI Convertible was one of the most exhilarating projects the 
MINI design team had ever been faced with. With only little time on hand, they had the task of creating a completely new vehicle based on the MINI One (available overseas) and the MINI Cooper. This was only possible through the utilisation of state-of-the-art virtual tools. Sketches were transformed into 3-dimensional computer models in order to master the complexity of the vehicle from the initial planning stage onwards. Moreover, the tight coordination of processes under close involvement of component suppliers was a deciding factor in achieving success.
Gert Hildebrand: “The new MINI Convertible was, however, brought to life only through the skilled craftsmanship of our employees. With experience and 
great attention to detail they managed to create an automobile that meets the very highest quality standards.”

4.1
Bold styling.

The four-seater convertible from Oxford is both muscular and self-confident in its style and appearance, and at the same time emotional and multi-functional.

Striking profile.

When closed, the roof of the MINI Convertible is slightly lower than the roof 
on the fixed-head models. This makes the convertible even more dynamic and muscular in its appearance, adding a very appealing sporting touch. 
Rising slightly to the rear, the waistline gives the car a powerful, performance-oriented profile accentuated by the chrome strip along the entire waistline. The frameless windows accentuating the elegant appearance demonstrate just how much attention to detail went into the development of this car.

In order to also reflect the typical MINI design in the MINI Convertible, 
the seams of the roof were selectively placed. The slightly inclined cross-seam on the rear roof section accentuates the dynamic silhouette of this attractive convertible with its well-balanced proportions.

Classic features.

Thanks to the design and structure of its body, this open four-seater does not require a B-pillar. As a result, the car looks even more generous and conveys an even greater feeling of spaciousness with the roof both closed and open.

There can be no doubt, of course, that the MINI Convertible looks best with the roof down. The steeply raked windscreen, the aerial integrated in the front window frame, the slightly rising side-line, the roll bars, and the roof retracting in compact arrangement all act together to give this attractive four-seater 
the looks of a classic convertible. And thanks to the elaborate Z-design folding mechanism, there is no need for a tonneau cover to protect the roof when 
it is open.

Like every MINI, the new convertible stands out in particular through its 
characteristic face. The entire front section of the MINI Convertible is characterised by the newly designed bumper, the new look of the headlights, and the front grille with even smoother surfaces. Refined chrome elements within the bumper and the integrated fog lamps serve to further accentuate the ele​gant appearance of the car.

In a good light.

The new headlights in clear glass serve not only to provide enhanced vision, but also underline the striking features of the car. The light produced by the halogen lamps is deflected via a special reflector system which increases light efficiency by up to 25 percent. In addition to this, switching on the “Follow-me-home” function ensures that the lights remain on for 30 seconds after the driver has left the vehicle.

The optional Xenon headlight units with automatic auto-levelling are encompassed by an additional ring of light spots, giving this exceptional car another sign of distinction. The Xenon light is enhanced by the stray light 
of the illuminated chain of light spots encompassing the light beam, making the transition between light and dark somewhat smoother.

Attractive rear end design.

With the roof closed, the rear end of the MINI Convertible creates an impression of power, muscle, and agility. This impression is further accentuated by the short rear overhang, the steeply rising side sections, 
and the black wheel arches. 

The white back-up light is integrated into the newly designed rear 
lights with clear glass covers, the rear fog lamp is located in the bumper between the two chrome trim strips.

With the roof down, the compact convertible also looks muscular from 
the rear, clearly demonstrating that this is a particularly nimble and agile car. 
And standing out as an especially striking design feature on this open-air model, the high-positioned third LED brake light is integrated into the chrome trim strip along the waistline.

The rear lid has two external hinges and can be used as a practical loading platform which is held by two steel cables when open. The electric boot lock is opened by a button located in the grab handle.

Window technology.

Like all MINI models, the new convertible also features wide-opening doors with frameless windows and electric window lifts. This makes getting in and out of the car easy for both front and rear passengers. When the doors are opened, the windows, which come as standard with tinted glass, automatically move down slightly and rise again after the doors have been closed, 
thus guaranteeing that the car is as moisture-tight and soundproof as possible.

Unlike the MINI Cooper, the rear side windows of the MINI Cooper Convertible may also be lowered electrically into the side panel at the push of a button. The rear windows lifts are activated by the switch located in the upper scuttle which can also be used to operate the front windows. 

Perfect solution.

The utilisation of the space in the two rear side panels is a remarkable achievement in the field of automotive construction. Not only the side windows, but also the hydraulic and mechanical systems for the roof are integrated into these narrow panels. This optimum utilisation of space provides the rear seat passengers with the same amount of room as in the hard-top MINI. 

Due to the electro-hydraulic roof mechanism and the reinforced body structure, the MINI Cooper Convertible is around 100 kilograms heavier than the hard-top version.

MINI colour worlds.

The new convertible from Oxford demonstrates versatility also in terms of colour. The new model is available with a choice of no less than 10 exterior colours, two of which are exclusive to the convertible – Hot Orange and Cool Blue with a special paintwork effect. With Cool Blue, MINI is entering a 
new dimension in surface finishing. The colour is alive, vibrant and extroverted. It also reflects the latest innovations in pigment technology by creating 
unique and unexpected surface effects. The MINI Cooper Convertible’s rear-view mirror housings come as standard in body colour.

Made of top-quality fabric, the roof is available in black, blue and green, providing ample scope for personal taste. This allows a particularly wide range of choice and combinations, proving once again that this new version is not 
a model off the peg, but rather a car made to measure.

As chrome has always played an essential role in automobile design, 
the MINI Cooper Convertible has been provided with an additional touch of this precious metal. At the same time, the design forges a link between tradition and modern, functional styling.The Chrome Line exterior package for the new convertible features chrome not only on the bumper inserts, 
grille and rear lid handle, but also on the roll bars. The rear-view mirror housings as well as the rear hinges are also available in chrome to provide 
an additional highlight.

Smart wheels.

The MINI Cooper Convertible comes as standard with 15-inch light-alloy rims in 7-Fin Spoke design and runs on 175/65 R15 tyres. But MINI would not be MINI if there were not also a choice of further attractive light-alloy wheels measuring up to 17 inches in diameter. The 17-inch five-star Bullet light-alloy wheels developed exclusively for this new model variant, accentuate particularly the sporting character and robust quality of this open-air, road-going athlete. 

4.2
Sophisticated interior.

Gert Hildebrand, chief designer at MINI, says of the interior design: 
“The interior of the MINI Cooper Convertible is equally as attractive as the exterior. We have used high-grade fabrics and surfaces to interpret the 
MINI’s design language in such a way as to achieve a harmonious overall impression in terms of styling and colour. Additionally, skilful integration 
of the sweeping roll bars gives this compact four-seater virtually the same flair and character as a roadster.”

Although the closed roof of the MINI Convertible may appear somewhat lower, there is still ample headroom and a generous feeling of space in the interior.

Sophisticated and timeless in style and character.

Every detail in the interior, available in a choice of three colours – blue, beige and black, bears the mark of experienced designers. The modern, timeless but nevertheless sophisticated look of the interior is dominated by high-class materials and surfaces. 

The dashboard and parts of the door linings are available in silver, anthracite, and in wood and aluminium style trim. In the case of four different exterior colours, the dashboard and the door linings are available in body colour.

MINI offers the customer numerous possibilities of combining materials and colours of the seat upholstery to suit their own particular taste. Seat covers in two different designs and colours as well as three different fabric/leather combinations leave plenty of scope for individual preferences. 

At a glance.

The large speedometer in the centre of the dashboard is reminiscent of the original Mini. The large round instrument incorporates, in addition to the control lamps, the indicators for coolant temperature and fuel level, the runflat indicator included as standard, and the service interval indicator. 

The rev counter is located on the steering column within the driver’s field of view. If the nippy little convertible is equipped with a navigation system, 
then its coloured display is situated in the centre of the three-part instrument panel. In this case, the speedometer and the rev counter share the position 
on the steering column.

The front passenger airbag is concealed in the upper section of the instrument panel, invisible from the outside. If it is activated, the perforated plastic 
outer material of the instrument panel tears, allowing the airbag to inflate without hindrance. In order to ensure perfect operation of the airbag, 
the outer material is weakened from the inside along a tear line during the manufacturing process.

The classic touch.

Like the exterior, the interior is also optionally available with an attractive Chrome Package trim in high-gloss chrome comprising features such 
as the rev counter surrounds, the surrounds on the central instruments and the cup holders accentuating the classic character of the car. 

The Cockpit Chrono Package - also available as an option - emphasises the sporting and elegant ambience inside the MINI Convertible. In this case the central instrument features two circular dials indicating the level of fuel in 
the tank, oil and coolant temperature, as well as oil pressure. In conjunction with the Cockpit Chrono Package the speedometer is situated 
next to the rev counter with on-board computer function on the steering.

The height-adjustable steering wheel has a good feel to it and underlines the awesome driving experience. Using buttons located on the optional multifunction steering wheel, the driver is able to operate cruise control and radio without having to take his hands off the wheel. The three-spoke 
sports leather steering wheel further accentuates the sporting feel inside an open-air MINI.

Practical details.

The MINI Convertible offers plenty of storage space for travel requisites in the doors and the centre console. However, valuables are best kept in the 
lockable glove compartment. If the car is equipped with air conditioning, the illuminated storage compartment can even be cooled. 

A halogen lamp integrated into the upper frame on the windscreen serves 
to illuminate the interior. The optional Lights Package includes features such as reading lamps at the front, as well as ambience illumination in the door handles, which is activated when the doors are opened remotely. The light at the bottom of the door is also a very practical feature as it illuminates the ground in the exit area. The MINI Cooper Convertible is also available with 
rear-view mirrors with automatic anti-dazzle function and a rain sensor for windscreen wiper control.

Attractive door design.

The special design of the doors already widely acknowledged as a typical feature of the brand is part of the MINI’s exclusive appearance. 
Door linings colour-matched to the design of the surfaces and upholstery, together with the surrounds highlighting the door openers and 
loudspeakers, help to further accentuate the typical look of the car. 

Depending on the equipment chosen, the design and style of the seats is highlighted by the use of two different materials on the seat squab, 
on the one hand, and the seat’s outer upholstery and headrests on the other. And to match the interior surfaces, the customer has the choice of no less than eight upholstery designs.

Featuring integrated head/thorax side airbags, the seats offer good side support even in tight bends. With height adjustment of the driver’s seat and steering column being a standard feature, and with the front seats adjusting over a wide range, drivers of all sizes enjoy an optimum seating position 
and are able to enjoy the MINI Convertible’s agility to the full. The front seats available either in a combination of cloth and leather or in full leather feature lumbar support. Those looking for a little more warmth will find in the list of special equipment, inter alia, two-level seat heating.

The second row.

Nobody can expect a miracle in terms of space available in a convertible measuring just 3.60 metres in length. But the designers and engineers 
responsible for MINI have nevertheless succeeded in creating an open four-seater with ample space for four adults. 

Access to the rear is facilitated not only by the wide-opening doors, but also by front seats moving far to the front and featuring a memory function. 
The two ergonomically designed seats at the rear come with three-point seat belts. Headrests are integrated in the double roll bars. Made of ultra-
strong aluminium tubes, these sturdy roll bars protect both the front and rear occupants in the event of a rollover and serve in addition to hold the seat 
belts at the top.

At the back, the front seats are specially contoured for maximum legroom 
for the benefit of the rear seat passengers. As the elaborate roof closing mechanism is concealed behind the rear side panels in a space-saving arrangement, there is enough room to sit two passengers in the second row. In fact, the MINI’s designers and engineers have even found enough 
space in the rear side panels for a high-quality loudspeaker on each side.

5.
Safe in all situations.

Adam McNeill, responsible for occupant safety at MINI, comments on the MINI Convertible’s safety potential: “When the MINI was designed, top priority was given to safety. This is why we wished to effectively realise, also on 
this model variant, a safety concept that reflects the absolute state of the art. The accomplishment of this goal has been proved in numerous series of 
tests. Apart from an exemplary level of body stiffness, a comprehensive safety package comprising intelligent front airbags, pyrotechnical belt latch tensioners, belt force limiters, head/thorax side airbags, reinforced A-pillars and extra-strong roll bars guarantees optimum occupant protection.”

Well prepared in all situations.

The MINI Convertible models come as standard with four airbags. Apart from the two “intelligent” airbags at the front, two side airbags protect the occupants on the front seats. These head/thorax airbags are concealed within the outer upholstery of the front seats and are amply dimensioned to efficiently shield the occupants’ head and upper body in the event of a side impact.

The well-synchronised interaction of the safety belt system and the airbags plays a vital role in effective occupant protection. If, and at which degree the two front airbags inflate, depends on the severity of the accident. The airbags perfectly interact with the pyrotechnical belt latch tensioners and belt force limiters so as to keep the forces acting on the passengers and the risk of injury, to a minimum. The restraint systems are masterminded by common 
crash sensors, which ensure, amongst other things, a situation-adequate and optimum use of the airbags.

Three-point safety belts on all four seats offer the necessary restraint, 
the front seats being fitted, in addition as standard, with belt latch tensioners and belt force limiters. The deflection point of the safety belts at the front 
has been integrated into the B-pillar. The rear safety belts run via the roll bars.

Extra-stiff and sturdy bodyshell.

The body structure of the new MINI Convertible serves to absorb maximum energy in a collision, thus keeping forces acting on the occupants to a minimum. And at the same time the entire structure of the car is so stiff that the driving and handling characteristics leave nothing to be desired.

With a convertible having no roof to take up forces or loads, there is more strain on other structural components such as the floor assembly and 
the side-sills, which come on the MINI Convertible in even larger and sturdier dimensions and have been reinforced wherever necessary. The result is 
that the drop-top MINI offers the same high level of passenger protection and driving dynamics as its hatchback counterparts. 

The MINI Convertible’s side-sills play a vital role in occupant safety. 
This is why the side-sills’ thickness has been increased considerably and additional stiffening and reinforcement plates have been integrated. 
These measures help to increase body stiffness and prevent the door-sills from deforming in case of a head-on collision. In addition to these aforementioned measures, the underbody has been reinforced by using additional crossbars in the area of the B-pillar and at the rear, as well 
as stiffeners on the floor pan. The front end of the MINI Convertible is virtually identical to that of the existing fixed roof model, ensuring equally good 
results in a collision from the front.

Well prepared also for side impacts.

The MINI Convertible’s passengers are equally well protected in the event of 
a side impact. Apart from the extra-large head/thorax airbags, the reinforced side-sills, the extra-strong floor pan, additional crossbars and thicker panels at all critical points, ensure excellent occupant safety in a collision from the side. 

Constructional improvements of the body serve finally to give the entire structure supreme torsional stiffness, again making the MINI Convertible the leader in its segment also in this respect. Apart from the aforementioned modifications, additional V-struts between the underbody and the rear axle as well as struts between the engine mount and strut tower provide further reinforcement. Indeed, this high level of stiffness is one of the main reasons for the car’s go-kart-like handling and behaviour.

Sideward roll.

The MINI Convertible is also well prepared for the risk of rolling over on to its side. From the outside, the windshield panel is identical to that of the closed body versions. From within, however, it is totally different: A tube of high-strength steel has been integrated into the A-pillars, which is able to absorb 1.5 times the mass of the car. The curved dual roll bar at the rear made of high-strength aluminium tubes and comprising integral headrests also serves to protect the occupants in such an event. In conjunction with the various restraint systems, this guarantees effective occupant protection even in a rollover.

Active safety.

The MINI Convertible also excels through a high degree of active safety. 
The braking system’s deceleration characteristics are outstanding under all conditions, providing ample safety reserves. At the front, ventilated disc brakes with a diameter of 276 millimetres decelerate the open MINI. At the rear, 
disc brakes with a diameter of 259 millimetres provide ultimate stopping power. 
Electronic brake control and stability systems guarantee superior directional and driving stability, even in an extreme situation. To keep the MINI Convertible reliably on course at all times, four-channel ABS, Electronic Brake Force Distribution (EBD), as well as Cornering Brake Control (CBC) all come as standard. Further optional features are Automatic Stability Control + Traction (ASC+T) as well as Dynamic Stability Control (DSC), both of which may be activated/deactivated on demand.

Valuable assistance.

Electronic Brake Force Distribution (EBD) controls the distribution of brake forces between the front and rear wheels, ensuring optimal deceleration 
also on the rear axle irrespective of the load. EBD is automatically activated long before ABS cuts in and cannot be deactivated by the driver.
Applying different brake forces, CBC Cornering Brake Control prevents unstable conditions caused through wheel load alterations when braking in bends. For instance, if a driver applies the brakes in a fast bend, this may 
lead to oversteering even if brake pressure is low. CBC uses the signals of the ABS sensors to determine lateral acceleration and instantly notices when 
the vehicle is decelerated in a bend. By building up brake pressure on the front wheel facing the outside of the bend, CBC counteracts oversteering if necessary. 

Optional ASC+T traction control prevents the front wheels from spinning 
and guarantees tracking stability. It keeps the driver in control of the 
MINI Cooper Convertible even if the wheels have varying grip and prevents wheel lock if there is a sudden change in road surface friction. 

Help in critical situations.

DSC Dynamic Stability Control is also available as an optional extra. 
Through the selective use of individual wheel brakes and intervention in the engine management DSC prevents the vehicle from swerving out of control when pushed to the limits. 

In addition to the ABS speed sensors on the wheels, DSC uses further systems to monitor the brake pressure, the steering wheel lock and lateral acceleration acting on the car. DSC is therefore in a position to detect 
whether the vehicle is deviating critically from the desired direction of travel. Should this be he case, it intervenes by varying the brake forces acting 
on the individual wheels and changing engine torque.

In this way the system counteracts unstable driving conditions possibly caused by accelerating, applying the brakes, driving around bends or suddenly experiencing a change in load – that is conditions which may lead to over- 
or understeer.

Better safe than sorry. 
Benefiting from the runflat indicator fitted as standard, the driver is able to respond to a loss in tyre pressure before the tyre itself suffers any damage or before any kind of danger can arise. When subject to a loss of pressure, 
the tyre changes its roll radius, its circumference changing accordingly. This, in turn, means that the wheel will rotate at a higher speed. The system measures wheel speed by means of the ABS sensors, comparing the wheels diagonally together with their average speed and thus recognizing any loss of pressure. The indicator then warns the driver by means of a lamp in the speedometer, telling him that pressure in one of the tyres is decreasing. As the 
probability of a damaged tyre is very low through constant monitoring, the new 
MINI Convertible comes as standard with the MINI Mobility System. 
This combination of a sealant and a small electrical compressor allows the driver in most cases to proceed to the nearest garage with no problem at all.

New safety standard. 
When fitted with 16- or 17-inch wheels, the MINI Convertible comes 
with runflat tyres with failsafe running characteristics, thus setting the standard once again in its market segment.

Runflat tyres do away with the need to change tyres on the spot in case of 
a puncture and allow the driver to continue the journey to the nearest garage. The runflat tyres’ reinforced side walls and heat-resistant rubber compounds prevent the flat tyre from jumping off the rim or rubbing at the sides until catching fire. Maintaining a careful style of motoring and a speed of not more than 80 km/h, the driver of the MINI Convertible can continue for 
up to 150 kilometres on the road without any pressure in the tyres. 

6.
The power unit.

The four-cylinder power unit already well-proven in the MINI Cooper ensures superior agility and ample driving pleasure at all times in the new MINI Cooper Convertible. The 1.6-litre power unit generates a maximum output of 85 kW at 6,000 rpm and develops a maximum torque 150 Nm at 4, 500 rpm. The engine block is made of grey-cast iron reducing noise and vibrations to a minimum, the cylinder head is made of aluminium. Four valves per cylinder, complete with hydraulic compensation units, mastermind the gas cycle with maximum efficiency, following the commands of roller-type rocker arms controlled by the overhead camshaft driven in turn by a maintenance-free timing chain. 

Sporting and economical.

Top speed of the MINI Cooper Convertible with a maximum output of 
85 kW is 193 km/h. With an unladen weight of 1175 kg (DIN), the MINI Cooper Convertible accelerates from 0–100 km/h in a mere 9.8 seconds. Acceleration from 80 to 120 km/h in fourth gear comes in only 11.6 seconds. Fuel consumption in the compos​ite EU cycle is 7.3 litres premium/100 km. 

Electronically controlled.

Utilising the so-called drive-by-wire technology, the actuation of the accelerator pedal is converted into an electrical signal and transferred to the drivetrain control unit which ensures maximum performance and minimum emissions under all operating conditions. The control unit monitors and optimises the engine torque, thus making the engine extremely responsive to the actuation of the gas pedal.

Active knock control allows the engine to run on unleaded fuel with an octane rating between 91 and 98. The compact engine meets with all government emission standards. In countries that enable the owner to profit from tax benefits, the engine fulfils the EU 4 exhaust standards. There are no plans for 
a diesel version.

Individual service intervals.

The length of the MINI Convertible’s service intervals depends on the style of driving, as is the case with all MINI models. The first service for the 
MINI Convertible’s engine is due after 16,000 to 20,000 kilometres. After that, it must be serviced again every 25,000 to 30,000 kilometres. The service interval indicator on the dashboard informs the driver reliably when the engine has to be serviced next. All MINIs come with a standard three-year / 75 000 km Motorplan Maintenance Contract.
7.
Suspension with a fun factor.

Agility and direct handling are, naturally, also characteristic features of 
the newcomer to the MINI range. The drive concept, the long wheelbase (2,467 mm), the low centre of gravity, the widened track, the stiff body structure, the kinematic configuration of the multi-arm rear axle and the direct electro-hydraulic power steering all contribute to the MINI’s excellent driving behaviour. 

Dr. Heinrich Petra, responsible for the MINI Convertible within the MINI line-up, describes the feeling you have when you drive the open MINI as follows: “Featuring very direct steering and enjoying the advantage of its extremely stiff body structure, the convertible responds immediately and smoothly to the driver’s steering commands, offering at least the same driving pleasure as its hatchback counterparts. Anti-roll bars on both axles and the elaborate 
multi-arm rear axle ensure optimum driving behaviour even when driving fast. The open MINI performs extremely well on twisting roads and has a tendency to understeer even when pushed to its limits.”
Optimal distribution.

The ingenious drive concept taken over from the original MINI with the engine fitted crosswise and the gearbox beneath the engine, which results in a low centre of gravity and a favourable weight distribution, is also used successfully in the MINI Convertible. With a weight distribution of 60 per cent on the 
front wheels and 40 per cent on the rear wheels, this open MINI offers superb traction and direct handling.

Elaborate chassis and suspension.

At the front, McPherson spring struts further enhanced by an anti-roll bar ensure superior wheel guidance. Through the use of an additional drive shaft bearing, the two axle shafts are identical in length, this preventing an asymmetric feedback of power and unpleasant load change reactions on the steering wheel when driving fast, a technology normally reserved for upmarket vehicles.

The MINI Convertible’s sophisticated multi-arm rear axle is still a unique configuration in this segment. The axle’s complex kinematic configuration gives the tyres full road contact at all times. The anti-roll bar ensures excellent road-holding even under hard cornering and on uneven surfaces. As a result, the rear axle makes a significant contribution to the agility and neutral driving behaviour of this open-air performer. 

To combine supreme driving pleasure with equally outstanding safety, the MINI Convertible is available with on-demand assistance systems such 
as Automatic Stability Control + Traction (ASC+T) as well as Dynamic Stability Control (DSC) which ensure that power is safely transferred to the road at all times.

Steering made easy.

The electro-hydraulic rack-and-pinion steering (EHPAS) in the 
MINI Convertible is very direct and laid out to reduce the movement of the steering wheel to just 2.5 turns from lock to lock. The car thus responds immediately to the driver’s steering commands, offering the driver an excellent feeling for the steering and, not least, the kind of go-kart-like driving pleasure which MINI drivers have always enjoyed.

The agile car produced in the UK virtually ‘glues’ to the road and has only a hardly noticeable tendency to understeer even when pushed to the limits. 
Whoever experiences the MINI Convertible in its element, will regret that there is an end to every bend on the road.

Steering assistance is electro-hydraulic, the hydraulic steering pump being driven by a small electric motor. Whilst the pump in conventional systems generates pressure even if no power assistance is necessary, the steering pump in the MINI Convertible operates independently of the power unit, thus working most efficiently. The pump builds up pressure only if power assistance is required. Compared with conventional hydraulic steering systems, 
therefore, EHPAS steering helps to reduce fuel consumption by up to 0.1 per 100 kilometres.

8.
High-tech on the move.

The attractive body of the MINI Convertible houses state-of-the-art technology. Incorporating a data bus system enhancing reliability, it requires far fewer wires, cables and connectors. Outstanding electric and electronic features contribute to an increase in comfort, safety and convenience – this all bearing the mark of typical MINI distinctness.

Jürgen-Werner Reinsch, in charge of electronics within the MINI project team, comments on the top technology working in the background: “Such an elaborate electronic system as featured on the MINI Convertible has never been seen before in this segment. Profiting from synergy effects we are 
able to offer features to the customers otherwise found only on much more expensive cars. The list extends from Xenon headlights, the TV navigation system all the way to the fully-automatic roof with sliding roof function. 
The fascinating challenge in this particular case was to combine high-tech electronics with MINI emotion. The instrument cluster and the vehicle’s light technology bear testimony to the fact that we fully lived up to this challenge.”
Intelligent network.

The electronic infrastructure featuring data bus systems proves that the 
MINI Convertible also well deserves its status as a premium vehicle from the technical side. Data bus systems dramatically reduce the required 
number of wires, cables and connectors by using the same wires and cables for different functions.

The integration of sub-systems and the mutual transmission of data from one system to the other offer many advantages over conventional electrical systems. One important point is the significant reduction of connections which makes the system much more reliable. A further point is that the assembly process is much easier. Weight is also reduced and it is easier to integrate additional functions such as the rain sensor.

Further high-tech features usually not to be found in a car of this class 
are the navigation system with its 16:9 colour display, the ultrasonic PDC Park Distance Control, a standard feature on the new MINI Convertible, or the multifunction steering wheel. A heated windscreen and an interior mirror with automatic anti-dazzle function round off the list of options. 

The instrument panel houses the control unit, which is the core component 
of the on-board electronic system. The control unit communicates, inter alia, 
with the engine management system, the immobiliser as well as the instruments and masterminds the vehicle’s basic functions such as central locking, window lifts, alarm system and illumination. Moreover, it coordinates the exchange of date between the systems’ controllers. Data from the 
ASC+T anti-slip control are, for example, sent to the CAN bus, which transmits them to the engine management system.

The central locking comes with a remote control key which locks or opens, depending on the programming, the doors, the rear lid, the fuel tank, the roof and the windows from a distance of up to 15 metres. The interior is illuminated as soon as you unlock the vehicle. If the vehicle is accidentally unlocked, 
the central locking will relock the car after two minutes if neither the doors nor the rear lid have been opened.

No chance for thieves.

A further standard feature is the electronic immobiliser which can be activated from the key via a transponder. An optional alarm system prevents thieves from entering the latest addition to the MINI family. The alarm system has its own power supply and is set off immediately upon forced-entry into the car through the doors or windows. It also responds to any attempt at lifting up or pushing the car away. The alarm system is designed to monitor the car’s interior even with the roof lowered. Should an unauthorised person try to gain access to the open MINI, the MINI Convertible’s hazard warning lights come on and 
the horn sounds for 30 seconds. In addition to that, the two folding rear seat backrests can be locked in place in order to protect the boot’s content 
when the roof is lowered.

In a good light.

Whilst retaining the typical MINI character, a new look has been given to the headlights and the rear lights. Also, the interior lights package has been thoroughly revised. It also includes features such as entry/exit lights integrated into the doors, ambience illumination in the door handles and centre console lights to illuminate the interior.

Open air concert in the MINI.

The MINI HiFi systems are tailored to the acoustic conditions and the space available in the MINI Convertible. The basic audio system features six loudspeakers, four in the front doors and two in the side panels at the rear. 
A harman/kardon HiFi system with eight specially designed loudspeakers 
and a digital amplifier is available as an option for the even more discerning customer. The amplifier with an integrated Digital Sound Processor enables the driver to choose from different sound patterns for optimum audio quality on all seats.

Thanks to the wide range of individual components and systems such as 
a CD-changer for 6 CDs fitted in the boot, a complete sound system can 
be tailored to each individual customer’s particular preferences. A remarkable feature is the new Digital Power Sound Module, an extremely powerful 
and high-quality audio system with an output of 660 watt, which fulfils even the highest demands in terms of performance and sound quality. 

9.
The tailor-made MINI.

Detlev Welters, in charge of MINI product management, comments on the numerous possibilities of meeting the customers’ demands as follows: 
“The standard equipment of this new model in the MINI line-up is abundant, offering a great deal of comfort, safety and elegance. It was most important 
for us to offer our customers a host of customisation possibilities, the list 
of options extending from the different roof and body colours all the way to 
the heated windscreen featuring a rain sensor.”
The MINI Cooper Convertible is available in ten different exterior paints, two of which are exclusive to this model variant. Four different interior surface colours, three colour worlds for the interior, three roof colours and a wide range of attractive light-alloy wheels may all be combined with one another to create a truly unique, one-off MINI Convertible tailored to each customer’s requirements. 

There is also a wide range of special equipment, the list of options including 
a Chrome Line Exterior Package, a wind deflector, a harman/kardon HiFi audio system, a navigation system and Xenon headlights, just to mention a few. Welters continues: “With eight different types of upholstery and numerous other interior features the MINI Cooper Convertible offers a 
degree of personalisation usually only found in upmarket segments.”
A wide range of standard equipment.

The generous line-up of standard features on the MINI Convertible includes the following important items (to quote just some examples):

– Fully-automatic roof with sliding roof function
– Four airbags
– Four disc brakes with ABS, CBC and EBD
– Electro-hydraulic power steering
– 15-inch light-alloy wheels 
– Runflat Indicator.
– Heated rear window made of glass
– Rear seat backrest folding forward in split configuration and lockable 
   in position
– Easy Load function
– Lockable glove compartment
– Park Distance Control PDC
– Rev counter


– Central locking with remote control
– Electric window lifts front and rear
– Electrically operated exterior mirrors
– Distinct bumpers in body colour
– Fuel tank filler flap included in central locking.

Further features.

With the MINI driver attaching great significance to individual style and 
character, the range of special features and accessories tailor-made for this compact car from England is particularly large. Ultimately, this turns every 
MINI into a bespoke suit tailored to the driver, distinctively standing out from 
the usual off-the-rack product. 

Inter alia, the wide range of special equipment available for the 
MINI Convertible comprises the following items:

–
Interior mirror with automatic anti-dazzle function
–
Chrome Line Interior Package
–
Chrome Line Exterior Package
–
Cockpit Chrono Package
–
Dynamic Stability Control (DSC)
–
Heated windscreen
–
HiFi audio systems (harman/kardon, CD changer, Digital Power Sound Module) 
–
Child seats (ISOFIX)
–
Automatic climate control
–
Light-alloy wheels 
–
Lights package
–
Multifunction steering wheel 
–
Rain sensor
–
Automatic Stability Control + Traction (ASC+T) 
–
TV navigation system with 16:9 colour display
–
Chrome-plated roll bars
–
Wind deflector
–
Xenon headlights.

10.
Premium production 
at Oxford.

Like all MINI models, the MINI Convertible is exclusively produced at the Oxford plant where a workforce of about 4,500 people produce 3,500 vehicles per week according to customer specification. The staff work in two 
shifts during the week and one weekend shift. In 2003 alone, more than 170,000 MINI vehicles came off the production line.

A great variety of variants calls for flexibility.

The individual character of each individual MINI is a big challenge for production, logistics and sale. No two MINI models are alike. All vehicles are produced in accordance with customer specification, making each 
MINI unique. Statistically, the probability of two identical MINIs is well above 100,000 to 1, meaning that the probability of two identical models is as 
low as the probability of being struck by lightning.

Dr. Anton Heiss, head of the Oxford plant, explains: “The MINI production excels through supreme quality, flexibility and efficiency. All models and variants are individually manufactured on a production line in keeping with customer wishes. The introduction of the MINI Convertible as a second 
body variant within the MINI family has added considerably to the production process’s complexity. In aggregate, 1,200 new part numbers and 
650 components have been added. Thanks to state-of-the-art control technology and excellent teamwork, our staff responsible for logistics 
and production fully live up to this challenge, enabling us now and in future to respond flexibly on changing demands for the different MINI models.”
Changes at short notice? – No problem at all.

In order to achieve maximum flexibility as well as customer satisfaction 
and to adhere to deadlines at all times, the BMW Group introduced KOVP, 
a customer-oriented sale and production process (KOVP = Kunden​orientierten Vertriebs- und Produktionsprozess), which is considered the benchmark in the automotive industry. KOVP guarantees not only 
quick processing times in production but also gives the company the utmost flexibility in dealing with customers’ requests for changes combined 
with timely delivery. This system enables the company to handle requests for changes as to engine, colour and fittings up to one and a half week before the start of assembly without any consequences on the delivery date agreed upon.

Smooth start-up.

Especially in the start-up phase, the Oxford plant made use of the experience and know-how from the BMW Group’s world-spanning production and development network. Body assembly and final assembly staff from Oxford were for example trained at the Spartanburg and Regensburg plants and profited from the production know-how acquired in many years of convertible production. 

The plant manager comments on the commencement of series 
production: “Our staff were integrated into the development process of the 
MINI Convertible at an early stage. They were already involved in the development of the first prototypes, this enabling them to gain vast experience for later series production. This know-how in conjunction with a close cooperation of all parties involved in the process contributed to a smooth integration of the new model variant into the current series production. Moreover, computer-aided simulation tools were utilised before the production start-up to analyse and perfect production processes in a virtual environment.”
Skilled personnel, refined processes and state-of-the-art facilities guarantee the supreme quality customers expect of a premium product. For the 
MINI plant, which is an integral part of the BMW Group’s production network, the same stringent standards as to quality and work processes apply as for 
all other BMW Group sites.

High degree of automation.

The open MINI version’s body-in-white, which weighs a mere 245 kg including add-on parts, is built of more than 300 sheet metal components with a thickness of up to three millimetres. Well above 100 of these components are exclusive to the convertible and are primarily used for the platform, side-sills and A-pillar, providing the open four-seater with maximum resistance. This results in complex production processes efficiently dealt with thanks to 
precise process planning, flexible logistic systems and the use of ultra-modern production and testing technologies.

250 industrial robots, more than 20 of which were especially installed for the convertible production, are used for manufacturing the MINI’s body-in-white in an almost fully automated process. First of all, the front and rear sections and the floor pan are joined to form the substructure to which the side structures are added, followed by the roof, the scuttle, the doors, bonnet and the rear lid. More than 4,000 welding spots, which hold together the self-supporting 
body made of high-strength steels, are applied by robots in a 100 per cent 

automated process. In addition to the use of assembly technologies such as spot welding and brazing, MIG welding is done on the body measuring 
four metres in length. Adhesive technologies are used on a length of more than 41 metres.

Elaborate testing and measuring methods using, amongst other things, 
laser and ultrasonic technologies, ensure a consistently high level of fitting accuracy and quality in the production process.

Shining protection.

In the paint shop the MINI Convertible, travelling up to six kilometres on 
the conveyor belt, undergoes a multi-stage process giving the car corrosion resistance, colour and shine. With the addition of two new body paints, 
Hot Orange and Cool Blue, 14 different standard colours are applied by the paint shop.

After the bodyshell has been cleaned, the body is coated with phosphate employing a dipping method. This method in combination with the application of a second functional layer, which is a coat of paint applied by means of cathodic dip painting, constitutes the basis for permanent protection against corrosion. After that, the body is coated with a so-called surfacer primer, 
this process being followed by the application of the colour top coat. Finally, the body is coated with a two-component clear coat, which is a long-term protection against adverse environmental influences and gives the MINI its shine. 

The principle of “clean production” is strictly adhered to during the entire painting process, which lasts almost 10 hours including the drying times. 
By clean production the BMW Group means the use of technologically, economically and ecologically sensible measures to make the production process effective and environmentally-compatible. The use of water-based varnishes, for example, has lead to a drastic reduction of solvents used 
in the process. 

4,700 parts and components accurately fitted.

On the final assembly line up to 4,700 different parts and pre-assembled components – the exact number depends on the equipment options chosen by the customer – are fitted. State-of-the-art facilities such as high-precision power tools, handling devices and swivelling overhead suspension arms, with which the vehicles can be lifted and lowered by a few inches and turned 
by 90°, contribute to optimum working conditions and excellent ergonomics. 

At the beginning of the assembly process the doors and the rear lid are removed, fitted with all add-on pieces on a separate assembly line to return later to the respective vehicle for remounting. The installation of the convertible top demands the utmost dexterity and precision from the assembly staff. 
A special mounting device allows for the ultra-precise installation of the soft top in less than five minutes. 

Bespoke production.

A wide variety of fittings also requires a smooth interplay of logistics and process management also in final assembly. The MINI cockpit with the instrument panel is one of the most complex pre-assembled modules in the automotive industry. It comprises the instrument panel, steering wheel and steering wheel column, instrument cluster, heating, switches, control stalk and wiring harness and is fitted as one part. Theoretically, there are about two million different cockpit layouts when taking into consideration all possibilities of variation.

The so-called “marriage” is the process whereby the drivetrain and the body are put together. At this stage the car is fitted with the engine requested by 
the respective customer. The clutch, the transmission as well as the rear and the front suspension are prepared for assembly in various pre-assembly areas. 

Quality and Engineering Centre.

Supported by the Quality and Engineering centre with a workforce of 
250 people, all branches of production carry out on a permanent basis measurements and tests in each single process step in order to meet the most stringent quality standards. Thus, for example, a special test cabin 
has been installed for the new convertible, in which the vehicle is exposed to tropical rain to test the raised top’s water impermeability characteristics.

KISS ensures high standards.

All data pertaining to the production processes at the Oxford plant are collected, documented and evaluated by the computer-aided information and quality assurance system KISS (core production integrating control 
system). KISS is an IT system developed by the BMW Group which creates documentation for each single car that is to be produced, thereby ensuring 
a highly efficient and flexible control of the production process. KISS controls the entire production process from the very first stage up to final assembly 
and ensures that each single car meets the high quality standards applied by the BMW Group before leaving the factory. 

For further information, please contact Clynton Yon on (012) 522-2227.
11. Specifications MINI Cooper Convertible.

	Body
Anzahl Türen / s
	
	MINI Cooper Convertible
	

	No. of doors/seats

L
	 
	2/4
	

	Length/width/height (unladen)
)
	mm
	3,635/1,688/1,415
	

	Wheelbase
	mm
	2,467
	

	Track front/rear

wgsdfg


	mm
	1,458/1,466
	

	Turning circle
	m
	10.66
	

	Tank capacity
	approx.ltr
	50
	

	Cooling system including heating

l
	ltr
	5.3
	

	Engine oil

Getriebeöl


	ltr
	4.5
	

	Transmission fluid incl. final drive
	ltr
	Life filling (1.9)
	

	Weight unladen DIN/EU1 

	kg
	1,175/1,250
	

	Max. load (DIN)
	kg
	400
	

	Max. permissible weight (DIN)
	kg
	1,575
	

	Permissible axle load front/rear
	kg
	870/770
	

	Max. trailer load2
	
	
	

	braked (12%)/unbraked
	kg
	650/500
	

	Max. roof load/trailer nose weight
	kg
	–/–
	

	Luggage comp. capacity VDA
	l
	120/165–605
	

	Drag coefficient
	cX x A
	0.37 x 1.97
	

	Engine
	
	
	

	Layout/No of cylinders/valves


	
	Inline/4/4
	

	Engine management
	
	Siemens EMS 2000
	

	Capacity
	cc
	1,598
	

	Bore/stroke
	mm
	77/85.8
	

	Compression ratio


	:1 
	10.6:1
	

	Fuel grade
	RON
	91–98 RON
	

	Max. output 

	kW/bhp
	85/115
	

	At engine speed
	rpm
	6,000
	

	Torque 

	Nm
	150
	

	at engine speed
	rpm
	4,500
	

	Electrical system
	
	
	

	Battery/location
	Ah/–
	46/front
	

	Alternator
	A/W
	90/1,260
	

	Chassis and suspension
	
	
	

	Front suspension
	
	Single-joint Mc Pherson spring-strut suspension, anti-dive
	

	Rear suspension
	
	Longitudinal control arm with central transverse arms, Z-axle
	

	Brakes, front
	
	Disc brake vented
	

	Diameter
	mm
	276x22 
	

	Brakes, rear
	
	Disc brake
	

	Diameter
	mm
	259x10
	

	Driving stability systems
	Hydraulic dual-circuit-braking system with antilock system (ABS), Electronic Brake Force Distribution (EBD) and Cornering Brake Control (CBC). Optional Automatic Stability Control + Traction (ASC+T) and Dynamic Stability Control (DSC). Mechanical hand brake acting on the rear wheels.
	

	Steering
	Electro-hydraulic steering (EHPAS); 
2.5 revolutions from lock to lock
	

	Overall steering transmission
	:1 
	13.18
	

	Transmission
	
	5-speed manual
	

	Transmission ratio             I 

	:1 
	14.400
	

	
II
	:1 
	8.327
	

	
III
	:1 
	5.476
	

	
IV
	:1 
	4.105
	

	
V
	:1 
	3.509
	

	
R
	:1 
	14.065
	

	Final drive ratio
	:1
	Overall gear ratio
	

	Tyres 

	 
	175/65 R15 H
	

	Rims 

	 
	5,5Jx15´´ Alu
	

	Performance
	
	
	

	Power to weight ratio (DIN)
	kg/kW
	13.8
	

	Output per litre
	kW/l
	53.2
	

	Acceleration                0–100 km/h 

	s
	9.8
	

	
0–1000 m
	s
	–
	

	in 4/5th gear
80–120 km/h
	s
	11.6/ 14.4
	

	Top speed
	Km/h
	193
	

	Fuel consumption (EU cycle) 

	
	
	

	In town
	ltr/100 km
	10.1
	

	Out of town
	ltr/100 km
	5.7
	

	Overall
	ltr/100 km
	7.3
	

	CO2 
	g/km
	175
	

	Miscellaneous
	
	 
	

	Emission classification
	–
	EU4
	

	Insurance classification
	HPF/VK/TK
	–
	

	Ground clearance (unladen)
	mm
	140
	

	Max. speed when raising or lowering the top
	km/h
	Vehicle must be at a standstill
	

	Max. speed when opening or closing the sunroof
	km/h
	120
	


1Weight of the car in road trim (DIN) plus 75 kg for driver and luggage.

2Deviations are possible under certain conditions.

12.
Exterior and interior dimensions.

