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1.  The BMW Z4 Individual. 


When BMW launched the Z4 in 2003 the company meant business in the sports car realm. Here was a roadster that looked exactly the way an open-topped car should, a roadster that handled and drove, and offered Sheer Driving Pleasure, exactly as one would expect a BMW sports car to. 

Today, nothing has changed. Almost two and a half years on, the Z4 is still a breathtaking experience on the road and still a purist automobile for the connoisseur. Arguably, the Z4 is still the ideal Roadster – but the ideal is not perfect until it is perfectly your own.

Now with the option of new BMW Individual compositions for the Z4 roadster, BMW is enhancing the exclusivity of one of the country’s most sought after sports cars. 

After all, in a sports car, more than any other, one starts out with the desire to drive an automobile which entirely meets one’s own requirements of performance, status and exclusivity. The more exacting these requirements are, the more difficult it is to meet them because real exclusivity has one quality above all others: it is extremely rare.

Design and exterior: new paintwork, new personalities 

Through its proportions alone, the Z4 is a truly remarkable car: The long, sleek and stretched-out engine compartment, the snug cockpit wrapped around 
the driver and passenger, and the short, muscular rear end. But in BMW Individual paint finish, the Z4 takes on a new persona.

While the Individual interior treatment is applicable to the current available colour spectrum, the addition of the iridescent paints Orinoco Metallic and Midnight Blue Metallic allows the Z4 to become even more eye catching.

For the BMW Individual paint finish Orinoco metallic, BMW Individual designers drew their inspiration from the diversity of species which results in a continuous metamorphosis of colours in the delta of the Orinoco River in Venezuela. In the paint finish, as in the river, the blue is overlaid with countless tones of green resulting in a colour that changed when viewed from alternative angles or under different light conditions.

Similarly, Midnight Blue metallic with its fine pigmentation reveals a sea of colours when looked at closely, with an effect similar to the changing surface of the ocean itself.

In addition, the BMW Z4 Individual rides on signature 18-inch BMW Individual V-spoke light-alloy wheels exclusive to BMW Individual with mixed tyres: 225/40 R18 up front and 255/35 R18 at the rear.

The interior: BMW Individual concentrates on the essentials 

As you would expect, the seats of the standard Z4 are both comfortable and ergonomic in design. However, BMW Individual concentrates on the rare quality of exclusivity that is found in every detail.

High-quality “Walknappa” leather, which retains its natural, soft and supple character due to the particularly sparing refinement process, covers the seats, head rests and door-trim inserts.

This enhanced quality hide is available on the BMW Z4 Individual in either Champagne or Caramel interior colours, and is off-set by interior dashboard and steering wheel trim strips in matching Walknappa leather. Optionally, extravagant BMW Individual interior trim strips in Poplar Natural wood or Black Piano Lacquer wood provide the perfect match.

A contrast is provided by the velour floor mats in Anthracite with Champagne- or Caramel-coloured leather surrounds. Further extravagant details are the mirror trim in BMW Individual High Gloss Satin Chrome, which gives the exterior additional brilliance, and the entry sills with exclusive BMW Individual signet.

Pricing

BMW Z4 2.5i





R395,000.00

BMW Z4 2.5i Individual Composition 

R29,200.00 

BMW Z4 3.0i





R470,000.00

BMW Z4 3.0i Individual Composition 

R14,500.00 

Metallic Paint 





R1,700.00

Individual Paint 




R4,500.00

2.  BMW Individual: 
A Short History
BMW Individual:

Exclusive vehicles for customers who treasure their individuality

BMW was among the first car manufacturers to recognise their customers’ desire for individuality beyond the standard equipment range, and in 1991 set up BMW Individual as a business unit within its M subsidiary. This proved enormously successful. So far, the number of individually styled BMW vehicles sold is well in excess of 200,000. Annual production currently stands at about 20,000 vehicles, with customers predominantly located in Germany, Great Britain, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Australia, Japan and South Africa. 

BMW Individual: from 1991 until today

The history of BMW Individual started in 1991, when the company began manufacturing one-off vehicles like the BMW 7 Series for Karl Lagerfeld, which was customised to match the fashion designer’s personal vision. Since then, BMW Individual has come to represent the fulfilment of special customer expectations.

From 1995, this philosophy was encapsulated by the “Dress Your Car” slogan, with customers free to choose from the entire collection on offer.

That strategy changed with the re-orientation of BMW Individual in 2002. This was based on the wish to make things easier for customers, by helping them choose, from a complex range of options, a car in which everything matched perfectly. Since then, BMW Individual has been offering total vehicle concepts, also known as “compositions” that achieve a harmonious look. They consist of materials and paintwork combinations defined by BMW Individual designers. 

Tailored to each model series – the BMW Individual range.

In South Africa, BMW Individual compositions are currently available for the BMW Z4 and 7 Series, while compositions for the BMW 5 Series and BMW X5 will be launched in the near future.

High-quality materials in stylish combinations.

What distinguishes these vehicles most from their standard counterparts are the exclusive materials which BMW Individual offers in pre-defined colour combinations:

Exterior:

· BMW Individual paintwork.

· BMW Individual light-alloy wheels.

Interior:

· BMW Individual leather.

· BMW Individual interior trims in fine wood, high-gloss piano lacquer finish, etc.

· IT options such as DVD system.

The high quality of these materials speaks for itself: Thanks to their pigmentation, all BMW Individual paintwork colours come with an intriguing iridescent effect. The BMW Individual Merino and Walknappa leather interiors offer markedly enhanced seating comfort thanks to soft surfaces and superior internal structure. And the BMW Individual Piano Lacquer interior trim is produced according to a sophisticated procedure that only has one other current area of application: the manufacture of grand pianos. 

Each composition can be recognised by the “BMW Individual” imprint on the steering wheel, the light-alloy wheels and the scuff plates.

3.  The BMW Z4: 
A Technology Recap
The roof has a special folding mechanism.

The Z4 was the first open-air BMW to feature a folding roof with a special folding mechanism. This folding mechanism takes up very little space and allows the front most part of the roof to extend like a cover over the soft top, merging flush with the body of the car. As a result, the Z4 requires neither a tonneau cover nor a roof lid. The rear window, finally, is made of scratch-proof mineral glass and comes with electric heating.

Naturally, the roof is fully automated. All you do is press a button and the entire process of opening the roof is completed electro​mechani​cally within less than ten seconds; an electrohydraulic mechanism folding up and placing the roof in position. Obviously, the operation is exactly the other way round when closing the roof. Both interior noise and climate comfort have been enhanced to an even higher standard in a specific process of optimisation and through the use of an additional inner lining within the soft top.

A wind deflector system helps to keep out draughts. It is made up of two windows fitted in position within the two rollbars and a net between the rollbars held in position by a frame. Whenever the net is not in use, it fits into 
a special holder in the luggage compartment.

The drivetrain: prize-winning six-cylinders.

The Z4 features prize-winning power units – BMW’s straight-six once again winning the highest awards with the M54 engine in international engine contests. Appropriately, this two-seater comes with two top-of-the-range engines, the M54 2.5-litre developing maximum output of 141 kW at 6,000 rpm and the M54 3.0-litre offering maximum output of 170 kW at 5,900 rpm. On the road this means performance justifying the term sports car in every respect: Acceleration from 0–100 km/h comes in 7.0 and 5.9 seconds respectively, top speed is rated at 220 km/h and 250 km/h. 

The Power Button: DDC Dynamic Drive Control. 

The BMW Z4 comes with a very special button for the particularly dedicated driver, giving the engine even more “kick” at the command of the driver: DDC Dynamic Drive Control calls up maximum engine power even earlier than usual in the Sports mode, engine management following an even more dynamic and sporting gas pedal control line. To reflect this enhanced response of the engine, the steering also becomes even more direct and sporting, speed-related servo assistance (Servotronic function) offered by the Electric Power Steering (EPS) following an even more sporting and dynamic control map. And if the car is fitted with SMG or automatic transmission as an option, DDC revs up the gears even higher and makes the gearshift even faster.

New: EPS Electric Power Steering.

The Z4 was the first BMW with electric instead of hydraulic power steering. 
With the steering being controlled by software, EPS offers a much higher standard of flexibility in its steering characteristics and ensures optimum harmony of the steering damper effect and feedback to the driver. Contrary to conventional hydraulic steering, EPS has the further advantage of not requiring any energy when driving straight ahead without any movement of the 
steering wheel. In practice, this saves up to one litre on every 400 kilometres as compared with conventional hydraulic steering.

Five- and six-gear manual gearbox featured as standard. 
SMG or automatic transmission as an option. 

The Z4 2.5i comes as standard with a five-speed manual gearbox, the Z4 3.0i features six-speed manual transmission. Both engines are available as an option with six-speed SMG. Featuring shift-by-wire technology, SMG allows the driver to shift gears either with the conventional shift lever or by means 
of two paddles on the steering wheel, enabling him to concentrate full on the actual process of motoring. SMG appeals in particular to the sporting 
and ambitious driver, allowing him to shift gears in just 0.15 seconds and 
conducting the operation time and again with utmost precision, since the driver is not required to press or release the clutch.

The suspension: handling at its best.

The superior dynamics, agility and sportiness of the Z4 are also the result of the very stiff bodyshell and the supreme suspension. Whilst the latter has been carried over in its basic configuration from the 3 Series, the suspension has been modified in its set-up, focusing on even more dynamic handling than, say, the suspension of the 3 Series coupé. As the starting point, the perfect balance of weight on the two axles provides all the ingredients for harmonious behaviour on the road. A further factor is rear-wheel drive offering decisive benefits particularly in a sports car – for example by keeping the steering absolutely free of drive forces, ensuring superb steering precision and providing absolutely clear feedback. 

DSC with DTC: even safer driving pleasure all the way to the limit. 

The BMW Z4 comes as standard with DSC (Dynamic Stability Control), even though the suspension of this outstanding roadster offers safety reserves so sufficient that this safety system is only required in really dangerous situations and not as some kind of enhancement for the suspension. 

A further important point is that the new DTC (Dynamic Traction Control)
allows the driver of the Z4 to adjust DSC even more individually to his personal dynamic driving requirements: At the touch of a button, DTC provides 
an increase in slip on the rear wheels geared to actual driving conditions. 
Fitted with DTC, the Z4 offers the same agility as a sports car featuring 
a “classic” limited-slip differential, without forfeiting the usual DSC functions under extreme conditions.

The bodyshell: extra-strong and extra-light all in one.

The Z4 was designed from the outset as a genuine roadster. And this you 
will feel from the start, torsional stiffness of 14,500 Nm/degree exceeding the torsional stiffness of the former Z3 (5,600 Nm/degree) more than twice. 
Never before has a convertible or roadster offered torsional stiffness of this standard brilliantly solving the conflict of interests between saloon-like smoothness and vibration control, on the one hand, and a dynamic, sporting suspension set-up, on the other.

Passive safety: interacting protection systems.

Quite literally, the backbone for the high standard of passive safety offered to the driver and passenger is the extremely stable body structure using high-strength steel wherever appropriate. The A-pillars form a rollbar at the front supplement​ed by two steel rollbars behind the seats. The driver and passenger are protect-ed in the Z4 by four airbags fitted as standard. The airbags are masterminded by the new Advanced Safety Electronics (ASE) incorporating lightwave conductors for the first time and allowing BMW to once again set the standard in safety technology.

No more dangerous stops: runflat tyres featured as standard.

The Z4 is fitted as standard with runflat tyres avoiding the risk of forcing the driver to stop somewhere on the road: Even after a puncture, the driver is generally able to proceed to a service station without having to stop his car at a dangerous spot on the road and change the wheel. A further advantage is 
that all control systems remain fully functional even in the case of a breakdown. These runflat tyres are monitored by an air pressure warning system featured as standard, quickly recognising changes in air pressure in one or several tyres by checking out the speed of rotation and giving the driver an optical warning.

Optional extras: 
From bi-xenon headlights all the way to the navigation system. 

The BMW Z4 is available with a whole range of optional extras. Examples are bi-xenon headlights (standard on the 3.0-litre, optional on the 2.5) as well as ISOFIX fastening points for child seats, with the seats themselves being available as accessories. The top-end HiFi audio system (standard on the Z4 3.0 and optional on the Z4 2.5) even introduces carver technology into the automobile, a special technical system generating extremely high sound pressure from the volume available. The big advantage of carver technology is that it uses the existing, combined volume of the right- and left-hand sub-woofers to generate an extremely high level of sound pressure. This is made possible by combining a woofer with a powerful terminal stage featuring not only the requisite output of 30V but also an appropriate signal processor in order to protect the loudspeaker from destroying itself. The layout of the system is the same as with the well known HiFi loudspeaker units, but with a digital 10-channel audio amplifier incorporating a sound processor and 100 W 
output on the sub-woofers in the rear bulkhead. Total wattage of the whole system is 430 W.

The optional navigation system integrated in the instrument panel uses DVD data for the first time in a BMW, this very dense memory system allowing a longer geographic range (a memory with sufficient density for enormous geographic coverage – the whole of Europe fits on one single DVD). The Professional navigation system comes additionally with a retracting colour monitor excellent to read thanks to the latest display technology. Both navigation systems may be combined with a firmly installed telephone also available as an option. Bluetooth cellphone preparation is naturally also available as an optional extra.
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4. Specifications BMW Z4.
2.5i; 3.0i.
	Body
	
	Z4 2.5i
	Z4 3.0i
	

	No of doors/seats
	
	2/2
	2/2
	

	Length/width/height (unladen)
	mm
	4,091/1,781/1,299
	4,091/1,781/1,299
	

	Wheelbase
	mm
	2,495
	2,495
	

	Track, front/rear
	mm
	1,473/1,523
	1,473/1,523
	

	Turning circle
	m
	9.8
	9.8
	

	Tank capacity (ltr)
	approx 
	55
	55
	

	Cooling system incl. heater
	l
	8.3 (8.8)
	8.3 (8.8)
	

	Engine oil


	l
	6.5
	6,5
	

	Transmission fluid
	l
	Lifetime
	Lifetime
	

	Final drive fluid
	l
	Lifetime
	Lifetime
	

	Weight, unladen EU1
	kg
	1,335 (1,365)
	1,365 (1,385)
	

	Max load, DIN
	kg
	300
	300
	

	Max permissible weight, DIN
	kg
	1,560 (1,590)
	1,590 (1,610)
	

	Max axle load, front/rear
	kg
	780/840
	790/840
	

	Max trailer load2,
	
	
	
	

	braked (12%)/unbraked
	kg
	–/–
	–/–
	

	Max roof load/max towbar download 
	kg
	–/–
	–/–
	

	Lug comp capacity to VDA
	ltr
	240–260
	240–260
	

	Air resistance
	cXA
	0.35 x 1.91
	0.35 x 1.91
	

	Engine
	
	
	
	

	Configuration - No of cyls/valves cyls/valves.Cylinder/valves


	
	Straight-six/4
	 Straight-six/4
	

	Engine management
	
	MS45
	MS45
	

	Capacity
	cc
	2,494
	                        2,979
	

	Bore/stroke
	mm
	84.0/75.0
	              84.0/89.6
	

	Compression


	:1
	10.5
	10.2
	

	Fuel
	RON
	91–98
	                    91–98
	

	Output
	 kW/bhp
	141/192
	                170/231
	

	at engine speed
	rpm
	6,000
	                        5,900
	

	Torque
	Nm
	245
	                          300
	

	at engine speed
	rpm
	3,500
	                        3,500
	

	Electrical system
	
	
	
	

	Battery/installation
	Ah/–
	55/lug comp
	    55/lug comp
	

	Alternator
	A/W
	90/1,260
	                 90/1,260
	

	Suspension
	
	
	
	

	Front suspension
	
	Single-joint spring-strut axle with displaced caster; small positive steering roll radius; compensation of transverse forces; anti-dive 

	Rear suspension
	
	Independent, centrally guided axle, separate springs and dampers; 

	
	
	anti-squat and anti-dive

	Brakes, front
	
	Disc brakes

	Diameter
	mm
	286, vented
	300, vented
	

	Brakes, rear
	
	Disc brakes

	Diameter
	mm
	280, vented
	294, vented
	

	Driving stability system
	
	ABS, DSC, DTC

	Steering
	
	Electric Power Steering (EPS)

	Overall steering ratio 
	:1
	14.2
	14.2
	

	Transmission
	
	GETRAG B+ (ZF 5 HP 19)
	ZF H (ZF 5 HP 19)
	

	Gear ratios
	I
	:1
	4.23 (3.67)
	4.35 (3.67)
	

	
	II
	:1
	2.52 (2.00)
	2.50 (2.00)
	

	
	III
	:1
	1.66 (1.41)
	1.66 (1.41)
	

	
	IV
	:1
	1.22 (1.00)
	1.24 (1.00)
	

	
	V
	:1
	1.00 (0.74)
	1.00 (0.74)
	

	
	VI
	:1
	                               – (–)
	0.85 (–)
	

	
	R
	:1
	4.04 (4.10)
	3.93 (4.10)
	

	Final drive ratio
	:1
	3.23 (3.64)
	3.07 (3.46)
	

	Tyres
	
	225/45 R17 
	225/40 R18 
	

	Rims
	
	8J x 17
	8 J x 18 (front) 8.5j x 18 (r))
	

	Performance3
	
	
	
	

	Power-to-weight ratio, DIN
	kg/kW
	8.94 (9.15)
	7.59 (7.71)
	

	Output per litre
	kW/bhp
	56.5/76.8
	57.1/77.7
	

	Acceleration     

–
	  0–100 km/h


	sec
	7.0 (7.5)
	5.9 (6.2)
	

	in 4th gear           

80
	 80–120 km/h  km/h
	sec
	6.9 (–)
	5.8 (–)
	

	Top speed
	km/h
	220 (218))
	250 (244)
	

	Fuel consumption in the EU-cycle
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	ltr/100 km 
	12.5 (13.5)
	13.5 (13.5)
	

	Extra-urban
	ltr/100 km 
	6.9 (7.3)
	6.6 (7.3)
	

	Composite
	ltr/100 km 
	8.9 (9.5)
	9.1 (9.5)
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Emission standard
	
	EU4
	EU4
	


Figures in brackets apply to car with automatic transmission.

1Weight of the car in road trim (DIN) plus 75 kg for driver and luggage.


2May be increased under certain conditions.


3Performance and fuel consumption figures relate to RON 98 fuel. 

5.  Exterior and interior dimensions.


6.  Output and Torque Diagrams.
BMW 2.5-Litre Spark-Ignition Engine.
141 kW/245 Nm.

BMW 3.0-Litre Spark-Ignition Engine.
170 kW/300 Nm.











































