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PRESS RELEASE 

Bridgestone Production Cars Class T Championship
Round 2 Result
Killarney, Cape Town, 29 March 2014

Issued on: 2 April 2014

Castrol Mini John Cooper Works wins at Killarney
Fastest in qualifying and an emphatic victory in the opening seven-lap sprint race by Lee Thompson were the highlights of a successful outing for the class T Castrol MINI John Cooper Works team in round two of the Bridgestone Production Car Championship at Killarney in Cape Town on Saturday, 29 March 2014.

It was a close-fought battle for pole position for the first of the day’s two races, with Thompson prevailing over second-placed Michael van Rooyen by just two hundredths of a second and the top four covered by only three tenths of a second.

Thompson, a winner five times last season, was happy to claim his first victory of the new season by 1,8 seconds from defending class T champion Graeme Nathan. Van Rooyen was third.

Grid positions for the 14-lap feature race, which carries double points, were determined by current championship positions, which saw Thompson start in fifth place. He was not to be denied and took the lead on lap four before opening up a massive winning margin of more than eight seconds over Nathan.  His car was subsequently found to be underweight and he was excluded from the results.
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Team principal Donovan van Heerden explained: “While the car’s final mass at race end was calculated correctly, what happened during the race was that the car suffered from an intermittent misfire from lap one all the way to the end of the race. Because the misfire was a spark issue the ECU over-fueled the car in an attempt to solve the problem. This meant that raw fuel was pushed out of the exhaust causing the fuel consumption to increase dramatically. This ultimately resulted in the car being 2 kg underweight as it exceeded the estimated fuel consumption figures.“

New team-mate Ryan Rhode, in only his second outing in the Castrol MINI John Cooper Works, endured a frustrating weekend in which technical problems gave him little time in the car to acclimatise himself and find a suitable race set-up. After failing to post a qualifying time, he started the first race from the back of the grid and finished sixth, a lap in arrears, after experiencing gearbox problems. He didn’t make the grid for the start of the feature race.    

Donovan van Heerden, team principal: “Lee was in a class of his own this weekend and through no fault of his own was deprived of well-deserved back-to-back victories on Saturday and a handsome haul of championship points,” said Van Heerden. “Ryan, who impressed all of us with his dedication and commitment during testing for this weekend, had one of those weekends that are best forgotten. He shows great promise and I’m sure will bounce back in the next round.”

Thompson: “We can win this championship. We have a great car and all we need to do is keep our minds on the task at hand and not offer the opposition the slightest opportunity to take advantage of us.”

The next round of the championship is at Port Elizabeth’s Aldo Scribante circuit in the Eastern Cape on May 3.

In addition to principal sponsor Castrol, the team enjoys support from MINI John Cooper Works, EPS Courier Services, Powerbrake and Sony Playstation. In addition, ADF has secured a deal with one of the world‘s leading sponsorship and brand engagement agencies, Octagon.
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For questions on this press release, please contact BMW South Africa’s Group Communications and Public Affairs Division as follows: 
 
Edward Makwana
Manager: Group Automotive Communications
BMW South Africa (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27-12-522-2227
Email: edward.makwana@bmw.co.za  
 
The BMW Group 

The BMW Group is the leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles in the world with its BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 28 production and assembly facilities in 13 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

In 2013, the BMW Group sold approximately 1.963 million automobiles and more than 115,215 motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2012 was 7.82 billion euros, turnover amounting to 76.85 billion euros. On 31 December 2012, the BMW Group employed a workforce of 105,876 .

The economic success of the company is based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The company has established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as integral elements of its strategy.
 
BMW Group websites:
www.bmwgroup.com
www.bmw.co.za
www.mini.co.za
www.bmwmotorrad.co.za
www.bmwdrivertraining.co.za
 
Social Media Pages: 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup (BMW South Africa, BMW Motorrad SA, MINISouthAfrica)
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup (@BMW_SA, @BMWMotorradSA and @MINISouthAfrica)
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview (BMW South Africa and BMW Motorrad SA
 
Follow Team Castrol MINI John Cooper Works on Facebook on www.facebook.com/TeamCastrolMini
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