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DriveNow electrifies London: Premium carsharing 
service extends its fleet to include the BMW i3. 
Start in the British capital, further European locations 
to follow in the summer of 2015. Customers drive 
around London city centre toll-free. With DriveNow, 
BMW i is helping to reduce traffic congestion and 
emissions in major cities. Thanks to eCarsharing, 
customers have easy access to electric mobility and are 
able to experience driving dynamics and sustainability 
with the BMW i3. More than 450,000 registered 
DriveNow members worldwide.  
 

Munich/ London. The carsharing service DriveNow is commencing with the 

extension of its vehicle fleet with the addition of the BMW i3. As from today, 

DriveNow customers in London are able for the first time to use the all-electric 

premium model by BMW i. This will be followed by the global roll-out of the 

BMW i3 in DriveNow vehicle pools in the summer of 2015 at several German 

locations and somewhat later in further European cities. With the addition of the 

BMW i3 to the DriveNow fleet, BMW i is now implementing a strategic initiative 

for the promotion of electric mobility, the preparation of which has been in 

process with the deployment of the BMW ActiveE electric vehicle.  

Starting today, DriveNow customers in the British capital will have access to 30 

BMW i3s. “eCarsharing reduces traffic congestion and emissions in cities,” 

explains Peter Schwarzenbauer, Executive Board member of the BMW AG, on 

the occasion of the premiere in London. “I am pleased that with the BMW i3, we 

are now able to offer our DriveNow customers unique driving pleasure combined 

with easy access to electric mobility.”  

Carsharing relieves inner cities. 

Based on user surveys and traffic analyses it is now already possible to perceive 

the positive effect of flexible, station-independent carsharing services on mobility 

behaviour in congested areas. Therefore, services such as DriveNow are seen to 

a large extent as an ideal supplement to local public transport, which together 

make the changeover to multimodal mobility without a private vehicle an 

attractive alternative to owning a car. At the same time, the possibility of renting a 

vehicle spontaneously and fuss-free and being able to return it anywhere within 
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the urban area offers a great potential in acquiring additional target groups for 

carsharing.   

The rapidly growing acceptance of carsharing is decisive in alleviating traffic 

congestion. According to the Federal Carsharing Association, more than a million 

citizens in Germany already belong to the movement. According to company 

surveys, 38 percent of DriveNow customers have sold a personal vehicle as a 

result of using the carsharing scheme. In many cases, this applied to older and 

less efficient vehicles. Customers state that the most important reason for this is 

that thanks to free floating carsharing, they are able to use a car spontaneously if 

needed and also feel they are being adequately provided for by local public 

transport services.    

 

Advantages for DriveNow customers in inner cities: Londoners avoid 

the city congestion toll with the BMW i3. 

Moreover, thanks to DriveNow and similar services, entirely new perspectives 

arise in the promotion of locally emission-free mobility in urban areas. For 

example, the use of the electrically powered BMW ActiveE in DriveNow fleets in 

Munich, Berlin and San Francisco has boosted interest in the experience of 

driving an all-electric vehicle enormously. As a result, since March 2013, it has 

been possible to introduce the option of electric mobility to around 3,000 

DriveNow customers in Germany each month, making an overall total of 100,000 

customers. With the inclusion of the BMW i3, eCarsharing at premium level 

becomes even more attractive, whilst at the same time conquering further 

markets.  

Therefore, the BMW i3 proves to be an ideal innovator of eCarsharing, with 

which it will be possible to achieve a reduction not only in traffic congestion, but 

also in emissions within the urban area. In London, it is exempt from the inner 

city congestion toll charged for conventionally powered automobiles. So 

DriveNow customers also benefit financially when they drive a BMW i3 through 

the city centre. In other major cities in which similar access restrictions apply or 

are planned, eCarsharing is an ecologically and economically sensible alternative.   
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Development of a charging infrastructure in collaboration with cities.   

The prerequisite for the success of eCarsharing programmes is the cooperation 

between providers and local authorities. The most crucial issue in this respect is 

the availability of public charging stations as well as privileged parking spaces for 

electric vehicles and carsharing fleets. This is of vital importance for flexible 

carsharing in particular. DriveNow maintains a permanent dialogue with municipal 

governments. User data on the electric BMW ActiveE, which has been deployed 

in Munich and Berlin since 2013, provide important information for the 

development of a requirement-oriented charging infrastructure.  

With the introduction of the BMW i3 in London, DriveNow users will initially have 

access to approximately a dozen charging stations within the entire operative 

area. In Berlin, DriveNow customers now already have more than 150 charging 

stations at their disposal for the BMW ActiveE. By the middle of 2016, a further 

420 charging points will have been added, 20 of which are designed for DC 

quick-charging. A further 700 charging stations can be installed in succession if 

required.  Currently, the Munich city council is adopting an initial decision in 

favour of supporting electric mobility, which also comprises the development of a 

public charging infrastructure. Moreover, the electrification of several streets in 

the city centre with the Light and Charge streetlamp produced by BMW i is 

planned for 2015.  

 

In order to secure the success of electric mobility, BMW is pushing ahead, 

together with partners from politics, the energy sector and the automotive 

industry, with charging infrastructure projects throughout Europe and the USA. 

These include a joint initiative with Volkswagen and ChargePoint for around  

100 DC quick-charging stations in the USA, the project SLAM (quick-charging 

network for axes and large cities) for a total of 600 AC and DC quick-charging 

stations in Germany and the EU-funded initiative TEN-T for an infrastructure 

throughout Europe. 

About DriveNow 

DriveNow, the joint carsharing venture between the BMW Group and Sixt SE, 

offers high-class premium vehicles of the brands BMW and MINI for rent in 

major European cities according to the free floating principle. DriveNow currently 
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has more than 450.000 members worldwide. The vehicles can be rented and 

returned anywhere within a predefined operative area. Registered customers 

reserve and book the vehicles using either the DriveNow app or the website. 

DriveNow currently exists in Munich, Berlin, Düsseldorf, Cologne, Hamburg, 

Vienna and London as well as in San Francisco/USA. Around ten further 

DriveNow locations in Europe and a further ten in North America are in 

preparation.   

About BMW i 

The BMW i brand stands for visionary vehicles and mobility services, inspiring 

design and a new understanding of premium that is more strongly defined on the 

basis of sustainability. With BMW i, the BMW Group assumes a holistic 

approach: BMW i redefines the understanding of individual mobility with tailor-

made vehicle concepts, a strong focus on sustainability along the entire value 

chain and a number of mobility services.  

 

 

 

 

 
For questions please contact: 
BMW Group  
Wieland Bruch 
Spokesperson BMW i 
Tel.: +49-89-382-72652 
E-mail: wieland.bruch@bmw.de 
 
DriveNow GmbH & Co. KG 
Michael Fischer 
Head of PR  
Tel.: + 49 30 44 31 231 10 
Mail: michael.fischer@drive-now.com 
 
Media Website: www.press.bmwgroup.com 
E-mail: presse@bmw.de 
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The BMW Group 

With its three brands BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce, the BMW Group is the world's leading 
manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 30 production and assembly facilities in 
14 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 

 
In 2014, the BMW Group sold about 2.118 million cars and 123,000 motorcycles worldwide. The 
profit before tax for the financial year 2014 was € 8.71 billion on revenues amounting to € 80.40 
billion. As of 31 December 2014, the BMW Group had a workforce of approximately 116,324 
employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the 
value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving 
resources as an integral part of its strategy. 
. 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview 
Google+: http://googleplus.bmwgroup.com 
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