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BMW Group announces R4,2 billion investment in electrification of South Africa’s Rosslyn plant as 50th anniversary celebrations roll on. 

The next generation of the BMW X3 will be produced as a plug-in hybrid from 2024 +++ BMW Group Plant Rosslyn is first plant outside Germany since 1973 and dependable member of global production network +++ Donation to UNICEF for STEAM education worth R 30 million +++ South Africa is a blueprint for sustainability in all its social, environmental, and economic aspects

Rosslyn. Founded 50 years ago as the first BMW Group plant outside Germany, the BMW Group Plant Rosslyn site has been a stable constant in the company's worldwide production network ever since. To mark this anniversary, Dr Milan Nedeljković, Member of the Board of Management of BMW AG for Production and Chairman of the Board of Management for BMW Group South Africa, today announced the electrification of the plant: “From 2024, we will produce the BMW X3 in South Africa as a plug-in hybrid and export it to the world. To this end, the BMW Group is investing R4.2 billion in the site over five years.”

[bookmark: _Hlk138673088]With this investment in electrification and digitalisation, the BMW Group is further underlining its commitment to South Africa forged over five decades in the country. This secures the future of BMW Group Plant Rosslyn, as well as the livelihoods of more than 20,000 people directly and indirectly employed at BMW Group South Africa’s facilities and within its supply chain. Additionally, it underscores the BMW Group’s role as a key player in the South African automotive industry’s move towards a green economy.

Plant Director Dr Niklas Fichtmüller is responsible for ensuring the Rosslyn plant’s readiness for the new product: “BMW Group South Africa prides itself on building communities, opportunities, and sustainable solutions. More than that – we are committed to transformation and our associates’ skills development with the implementation of a plant-wide training programme for the new model.  In addition, more than 300 BMW Group Plant Rosslyn associates will receive specialised training to support the production of the next-generation BMW X3 Plug-in Hybrid Vehicle.”

Celebrating 50 years as a partner to South Africa
The BMW Group remains committed to the long-term development of South Africa.  BMW Group is electrifying another location in its production network following the global BMW iFACTORY masterplan for automotive production. This further drives the development of high-quality, intelligent and resource-efficient manufacturing, which is central to BMW Group Plant Rosslyn’s strategic direction and ensures highly-skilled jobs are retained.  

More than 1.6 million vehicles have been manufactured in Rosslyn to date and exported to more than 40 countries worldwide, including 14 African countries. The production portfolio in Rosslyn included the BMW 1800 SA and BMW 2000 SA, as well as BMW 5 Series and BMW 7 Series vehicles. Rosslyn had been an important pillar for the production of the BMW 3 Series from 1983 until 2018 when the BMW X3, the best-selling BMW vehicle in South Africa, started rolling off the assembly line. 

Nedeljković underlined that the BMW Group builds more than just cars in this country: “In South Africa, we have not only built a plant that creates jobs and contributes to industry. Furthermore, we have been demonstrating here for years what social responsibility means.”

South African youth to benefit from UNICEF and BMW Group association
A responsible corporate citizen invested in the wellbeing of the communities it supports, the BMW Group today also announced a donation of R 30 million (1.5 million EUR) to support a United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)* programme. The BMW Group and UNICEF will embark on a joint effort targeted at thousands of South African primary and secondary school learners to extend and deepen their knowledge in science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM).

“For 50 years, BMW Group South Africa has been practising sustainable development through social investment, particularly in education. We are honoured to have UNICEF’s support as we inspire and mould a new generation of leaders that will continue the BMW Group’s success story in South Africa for the next 50 years,” Nedeljkovic concluded. 

*UNICEF does not endorse any company, brand, product or service.



In the event of enquiries, please contact:
BMW Group South Africa 

Thilosh Moodally
General Manager: Corporate Communications and External Affairs   
E-mail: Thilosh.Moodally@bmw.co.za
Telephone: +27-71-666-2772


The BMW Group 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites worldwide; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

In 2022, the BMW Group sold nearly 2.4 million passenger vehicles and more than 202,000 motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2022 was € 23.5 billion on revenues amounting to € 142.6 billion. As of 31 December 2022, the BMW Group had a workforce of 149,475 employees.

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes sustainability and efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the supply chain through production to the end of the use phase of all products.

www.bmwgroup.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/
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