

8.  Optional equipment in detail

BMW 3 Series Touring customers have a plethora of optional specification to choose from, ensuring that the car exactly matches their requirements and lifestyle.

With its primary role as an estate car, albeit one with unparalleled, the new BMW 3 Series Touring is available with a multitude of standard and optional storage solutions.

As standard equipment, the new BMW 3 Series Touring features the comfort opening system of the luggage compartment cover for the first time.  Using technology carried over from Ronnie Barker’s cash till in Open All Hours, the luggage compartment cover retracts as soon as the upper part of the tailgate is opened, exposing the boot contents.  When unloading is completed, the cover can be manually returned to its original position.  The luggage compartment also comes complete with a partition net that extends from the top of the rear seat to the roof.  This allows the entire boot volume to be used safely to a maximum load of 540kgs, without any possibility of loose items falling into the cabin.  

For smaller items, luggage fastening straps and lashing points are supplied as standard, as are bag and umbrella holders.  In addition, with the 3 Series Touring using Run-flat tyres as standard, the space that would previously have been used for the spare wheel is now available for storage.  Those specifying the optional Luggage Compartment Package receive a variable partition system in the spare wheel recess.  A range of storage nets is also supplied as a part of the package.

The new 3 Series Touring features a unique reversible floor that uses carpet on one side for a high quality feel or a washable plastic on the other for more practical purposes.  This ‘sheet’ folds out beyond the bumper to protect the paint finish when loading items.  Additionally, as part of the Luggage Compartment Package, a folding box within the boot can be used for the storage of dirty, wet boots, or clothing. 

For those who use their car for outdoor pursuits a modular ski bag is available to accommodate two pairs of skis.  When not in use, this can easily be removed to dry the bag, and can be replaced by a storage compartment, cup holders or a cool box.  For those who tow a trailer or caravan, the 3 Series Touring can be specified with an electrically released tow bar that normally resides inside the rear bumper.  The car also comes as standard with a 12-volt power socket in the boot for power supply into the trailer.  

Comfort Access

Drivers entering the new 3 Series Touring will immediately notice the unconventional, bladeless key.  Instead of using a cut blade key to start the car, the 3 Series Touring now uses a fob which slots into a holder that works in conjunction with a Start/Stop button to fire up the engine.

In addition to this feature customers can also specify Comfort Access, which eliminates the need for the use of the key entirely.  As the driver approaches, even with the key located in a bag or pocket, the car recognises the key and opens the door.  A simple press on the Start/Stop button can then start the car without the key located in its slot.  Using the PIA (Personal Individualisation and Authentication) information stored within the key, car settings such as seat position, radio and climate control preferences immediately revert to the choices of the previous user of that specific key.  

Upon leaving the car, owners have the reassurance they will not be locked out if the keys are still contained within - another simple but effective benefit that will register with anybody who has locked themselves out of their car.     
iDrive

Customers specifying a car with either Business or Professional navigation system automatically receive BMW’s innovative iDrive concept.  The iDrive Controller, located on the centre console, is used to navigate through a series of menus on a centrally-mounted display screen, itself located in a bespoke second cowl on the top of the dashboard.

Customers specifying the Business navigation system receive a 6.5-inch screen while those opting for the Professional system receive the larger 8.8-inch screen, both using transreflective technology to reflect sunlight away from the screen ensuring that the display is always clear, bright and easy-to-read.  

Sliding the controller in four different directions to navigate through on-screen menus and pushing the controller downwards to accept a selection, the driver or passenger can easily navigate their way through the Communication, Navigation, Entertainment and Climate options to locate and select the appropriate function.  To assist, a menu button is located just behind the controller that will take the user back to the home page from anywhere within the system.

The latest generation iDrive also features a column of ‘short-cuts’ on the left of the screen, offering straight-forward access to, for example, TMC traffic information and a ‘one click’ ability to turn the voice instruction for navigation on or off.

The iDrive concept has another, significant owner benefit.  Pushing down on the iDrive controller while on the home page accesses the iMenu, an area of the system that enables the user of the car to personalise various functions of the car to their own, exact requirements.  Examples, such as the ‘follow-me-home’ lights, programmable multi-function steering wheel buttons and door locking preferences can be set initially, and changed whenever needed to match the driver’s needs.

Voice Control

Drivers of 3 Series Touring models specified with the iDrive concept can opt for BMW’s new Voice Control system.  Without the need to ‘train’ the car to each individual’s voice, the driver or front passenger use the microphone centrally located in the head lining to issue commands to a number of driver assistance systems in the car.  Functions of the navigation system, radio and air conditioning systems can be controlled simply by vocal instructions, as can the telephone, which has the capability of reading out text messages received.  This safety feature means that drivers need never remove their hands from the steering wheel.

Panoramic Sunroof

Customers wanting the practicality and versatility of the Touring model but appreciating the ‘wind-in-the-hair’ motoring of a convertible can specify BMW’s new Panoramic sunroof.  First introduced on the new X5 and more recently seen on the X3 and 5 Series Touring models, the two-piece glass sunroof measures 800mm in length and 745mm wide, increasing the opening area by 60 per cent over a standard sunroof and offering approximately 0.6 square metres of daylight into the cabin, giving a light and airy feel to the cockpit.  The Panoramic sunroof benefits from an innovative wind deflector to reduce the buffeting noise that sometimes occurs when travelling at speed with a sunroof open. 

Sports Seats

The new 3 Series Touring offers the sportiest drive in its segment, a point hinted at with drivers sitting lower in the car than in competitor cars.  The car’s standard seats provide high levels of support and adjustment to ensure that every shape and size of passenger is able to make themselves perfectly comfortable.  

Electric seating is optionally available, providing automated fore, aft and height adjustment while also providing the added convenience of a two-position memory function.  Customers can also choose to specify seat heating that maintains consistent, preset warmth for the legs, back and bottom on cold winter mornings. 

For those wanting the maximum support to their driving ambitions, BMW’s Sports Seat is available in the new Touring model and offers two additional features.  Firstly, like the high-performance M3 Coupé models, the Sports Seat is fitted with an electropneumatic back-width adjuster.  Operated by a rocker switch on the front corner of the seat, the side bolsters move towards the centre to hold the driver firmly in the seat, supporting them even during the most spirited driving.  Secondly, the Sports Seat comes as standard with a four-way electropneumatic lumbar support that adjusts the pressure on the spine to make sure that even those with back problems can get comfortable and travel for long distances in the car.     

Cruise Control

The new 3 Series Touring is available with three different cruise control systems, depending on the specification of the car.  The 320d Touring is available with a ‘standard’ cruise control system, operated via a separate column-mounted stalk that regulates road speed to a specified setting.  The six-cylinder 325i Touring comes as standard with Cruise Control with Brake Function.  This extension of the ‘standard’ cruise control system displays the selected speed in the instrument cluster and additionally applies the brakes to regulate the road speed if, for instance, the car speeds up while travelling downhill.

The ultimate cruise control system, Active Cruise Control (ACC), carries over technology from BMW 5, 6 and 7 Series models.  With ACC, the car uses a radar sensor in the lower valance to monitor the progress of cars travelling in front.  If the car detects a vehicle in its path slowing, or another vehicle moves into the space in front, the Touring equipped with ACC comes off the throttle and, if necessary, applies the brakes to maintain a safe distance in-between.  Once the vehicle ahead pulls away, or the space increases, the radar instructs the engine management system to increase the road speed back up to the predetermined level.

Infotainment

The new 3 Series Touring offers a wide range of audio equipment.  Standard equipment features BMW’s Professional Radio CD player with a dashboard-mounted single CD player and four speakers.  

But for those wanting to upgrade their in-car entertainment package a wide choice of options are available. The Hi-Fi speaker system features the same set-up as standard on a BMW 6 Series, with 10 speakers delivering 4 x 25 watts and 2 x 40 watts of output. The next step up sees the Hi-Fi Professional system offer 13 speakers with 2 x 70 watts and 7 x 40 watts of output.  This system also includes LOGIC7 - the pinnacle in audio sound quality.  LOGIC7 effectively breaks up the 

sound signal into seven individual signals to more accurately replicate the original pitch and tone.  Simultaneously, LOGIC7 uses the spatial information included in the signal to accurately replicate the actual spatial surroundings in which the original composition was recorded.  

For those wanting visual as well as audio entertainment, BMW is the only car manufacturer to offer an in-car television system able to receive analogue and new digital television signals.  Without the need for the traditional ‘set-top box’, owners can now tune into up to 30 television channels while the car is stationary.

BMW’s Bluetooth mobile telephone connectivity is optional on the new 3 Series Touring.  Providing the telephone is within approximately 10 metres of the car, the system can be used to browse a list of contacts and make hands-free telephone calls easily and safely.  





































