MEDIA INFORMATION

2006 Dakar Rally – Lisbon to Dakar

31 December 2005-15 January 2006

Riders: Charley Boorman, Simon Pavey and Matt Hall

Team name: Race to Dakar

Machines: BMW F650 GS Dakar (x3)
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For more information and high-resolution pictures of the riders 

Asia Mackay on 0207 657 2727 or email asia@longwayround.com

Or contact Kylie Maebus at BMW on 08000 131282 or 

email bmw@worldofbmw.com
Regular updates will be posted on www.racetodakar.com or www.worldofbmw.com for the duration of the 2006 Dakar Rally.

The official 2006 Dakar Rally website is www.dakar.com
Boorman’s race to be ready for Dakar

There’s no other race like the Dakar rally. It is the most physically gruelling and mentally challenging motor sport event in the world, where only the best riders and drivers will get to the end. During the 16-day marathon, competitors will travel over 8,500 km battling the toughest terrain imaginable and testing their mental and physical skills to the ultimate limit. Hundreds of competitors enter each year on motorcycles, quad bikes, cars and trucks, but less than 40 per cent make it to the finish. 

In 2006, competitors in the Dakar rally (www.dakar.com) will race from the Portuguese capital city of Lisbon and travel south through Spain before crossing over to Morocco, where they will have their first taste of desert riding. They will then race through Mauritania to the Black Africa of Mali, Guinea and Senegal, where competitors’ navigational skills will make the difference between success and failure. In Senegal, they will ride through dense vegetation and numerous water crossings before struggling to the finish line at Dakar – if they make it that far.

So, just how can any hopeful motorcycle rider prepare for a rally such as the Dakar? One of the 2006 rally’s most high profile entrants is Long Way Round’s Charley Boorman, who will be competing on a BMW F650 GS Dakar. Surprisingly though, Charley had never raced a motorcycle before he decided to take on the challenge of this world-famous and daunting race.

“I’ve wanted to race in the Dakar since I was a young boy,” said Charley. “Then after Ewan [McGregor] and I rode around the world last year I thought I’d try and make this dream come true. During my preparation for Long Way Round, I met BMW off-road instructors Simon Pavey and Nick Plumb, who have competed in the Dakar several times and they persuaded me that I could do it.”

In 2004 Charley Boorman and Ewan McGregor rode 20,000 miles from London to New York on BMW R1150 GS Adventure motorcycles. The duo rode through Europe, Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and Siberia before flying to Alaska in Canada and riding across the USA to finish in New York. The Long Way Round television series has been seen all over the world from Africa to Uzbekistan and has turned Charley into a household name, as well as a credible ‘unofficial’ ambassador for BMW Motorrad.

As preparation for their epic journey, Charley and Ewan completed the award-winning BMW Off-Road Skills course held in south Wales. Over the two-day course, they were taught the fundamentals of off-road riding by five-times Dakar competitor Simon Pavey and three-times entrant Nick Plumb.

“Ewan and I learnt so much about off-road riding on the BMW course,” said Boorman. “Ewan had never ridden off-road before the BMW course but as a result of the training, we both managed to conquer the incredibly difficult terrain that we were often faced with on our journey.”

Since the Long Way Round, Charley has returned to south Wales many times to train with Simon Pavey (who will be one of his team-mates for the 2006 rally attempt) and third rider Matt Hall, who will be filming the team’s efforts for a new television series and book about the Dakar experience in the project called Race to Dakar. Simon’s job is to help Charley achieve the fitness and skill levels needed to compete in a rally of this type. Consequently, Boorman has completed an advanced BMW Off-Road Skills course in Wales, as well as the World of BMW’s Brecon Beacons Adventure. The trio also recently travelled to Dubai to ride the Dakar-prepared race bikes on sand for the first time.

“Riding over the sand dunes was a great experience. We had a guide who took us out each day and we were able to test the performance of the bike, as well as our own stamina out in the desert. We don’t have too long now before the start of the rally and our final preparations will include more training with Simon in south Wales, some riding in Australia and possibly Dubai again.”

As part of his on-going preparations, Charley has competed in several races in the UK, including various club races, a round of the British Enduro Championship and even lined up with world championship riders in the UK round of the World Enduro Championship. He has also attended BMW’s Great African GS Challenge in South Africa and ridden the new HP2 Enduro at the Aras Rural Enduro Park in Spain.

Charley's Dakar experience will be captured in a television series, DVD and book. The project will look into all aspects of competing in the Dakar including the groundwork for the race through the bike preparation, physical training, a practise rally raid and logistics.

The media package will also focus on the highlights of Charley's attempt in the Dakar. This will provide a story that has never been told before, one that stresses how difficult this adventure is on a personal level and not specifically on which position he finishes. This 'lifestyle' approach to the documentary and the fact Charley is a newcomer and just as determined as the other competitors, will give an alternative take on the Dakar, from the privateer angle, as opposed to the majority of sports coverage which focuses on race results.

The 2006 Dakar will start in Lisbon, Portugal on 31 December 2005 and finish on 15 January 2006 in Dakar.

Further details on the three-rider Race to Dakar team can be found on www.worldofbmw.com or www.racetodakar.com.

The race – from Lisbon (31 December 2005) to Dakar (15 January 2006)

Historically the Dakar is renowned as the most dangerous and extreme motor sport race in the world. Hundreds of motorcycles, quad bikes, cars and trucks start each year and only 40-60 per cent actually make it to the finish line.

The 2006 Dakar will be the 28th edition of this annual event and will cover approximately 8,500km, starting in Lisbon in Portugal on 31 December. Competitors will then travel south through Spain before crossing over to Morocco, where they will have their first taste of desert riding. They will then race through Mauritania to the Black Africa of Mali, Guinea and Senegal, where competitors’ navigational skills will be tested. In Senegal, they will ride through dense vegetation and numerous water crossings before struggling to the finish line at Dakar.

During the race competitors only have use of a Road Book for navigational purposes, which is only given to competitors day-by-day as the event unfolds. Unlike car or truck competitors, motorcyclists have the Road Book mounted to the cockpit of their bikes and are completely dependent on it to find their way to the next destination. One wrong turn and they could be lost in the desert. Just themselves, their bike and one day’s worth of food rations.

The organisation of an event like this is nothing but impressive. Over 2,500 people are involved and each day it moves from one location to another. Competitors will race through the extreme conditions and the support vehicles take service roads, which can sometimes be just as tough as the competitor routes. There are planes, helicopters, medics, catering, organisers, service vehicles and competitors. And at the end of each day the organisers set up the Bivouac (a tent-like structure) where they all eat and sleep for the night. Just like a travelling circus.  
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Rider profile – Charley Boorman

	Date of birth:
	23 August 1966

	Place of birth:
	Wimbledon, London, England

	Home town:
	London

	Marital status:
	Married to Olivia with two children – Doone and Kinvara 

	Height:
	5ft 9”

	Weight:
	12.5 st

	Hair colour:
	Natural Blonde

	Eye colour:
	Green

	First race:
	True Grit Hare and Hound, at Driffield Army Barracks

	First win:
	Yet to come... 

	Favourite event:
	Dawn to Dusk, 12-hour race where he finished 17th overall, from 400 competitors

	Best racing moment:
	Whenever he beats his mates

	Favourite all-time riders:
	David Knight and Barry Sheene

	Most respected rival:
	Simon Pavey 

	Helmet:
	Arai  

	Suit:
	BMW Rallye 2 Pro suit


Racing achievements
August 2005 – 12-hour Dawn to Dusk, Wales – 17th overall 

August 2005 British Enduro Championship, Crychan, Wales

July 2005 – contested the Rnd 3, European Enduro Championship, Hafren, Wales

2005 – Wirral Off-Road Hare and Hound, Wales

2005 – True Grit Hare and Hound at Driffield, Yorkshire – first motorcycle race ever 

Rider profile – Simon Pavey

	Date of birth:
	4 April 1967

	Place of birth:
	Sydney, Australia

	Home town:
	Ystradgynlais, Wales

	Marital status:
	Married to Linley with son Llewellyn

	Height:
	6ft

	Weight:
	12.3st

	Hair colour:
	Brown

	Eye colour:
	Blue

	First race:
	Motocross at Appin, near Sydney in 1981

	First win:
	Motocross at same circuit in 1981

	Favourite event:
	Rallye Des Cagous in New Caledonia in the South Pacific

	Best moment:
	Finishing the Dakar in 1998 at first attempt

	Favourite all-time riders:
	Giovanni Sala, John Deacon and Geoff Ballard

	Most respected rival:
	The desert

	Motorcycle suit:
	BMW Rallye 2 Pro suit


Racing achievements
International rally experience

The 2005 Dakar Rally was Simon’s third year riding a BMW F650 GS Dakar in the arduous desert race. He broke the radius in his left wrist during training just weeks before the start of the race and not only managed to fight against the pain to compete, but also amazingly finished the 17-day gruelling race in 78th position.

In 2004 Dakar Rally, Simon broke his collarbone when he crashed only 30km from the finish of the ninth special stage.

The Australian-born rider has finished 12 out of 15 international rallies – including starting and finishing three Dakar rallies. His best results were third in the up to 500cc class at the Atlas Rally in 1997 and 20th overall in the Tunisia Rally. Simon also competed in the 2003 Telefónica Dakar Rallye but had a tyre problem and withdrew from the race.

Other racing achievements
2004

Winner of the Great Britain Hare Scrambles – Veteran Class

1988 

New South Wales Hare Scramble Champion

1989 

Number one enduro rider in Japan
Rider profile – Matt Hall 

	Date of birth:
	26 March 1969

	Place of birth:
	Dartford, Kent

	Home town:
	London

	Marital status:
	With partner Jane

	Height:
	5ft 7”

	Weight:
	11.2 st

	Hair colour:
	Brown

	Eye colour:
	Hazel 

	First race:
	1980 Schoolboy motocross meeting at Brands Hatch, finished fourth

	First win:
	1982 – a Schoolboy motocross race 

	Favourite event:
	The annual Welsh two-day enduro

	Best racing moment:
	Every time that he races

	Favourite all-time riders:
	Eddy Kidd and Barry Sheene

	Helmet:
	Arai

	Suit:
	BMW Rallye 2 Pro suit


Racing achievements
2005 – La course le finale – French extreme racing in Normandy finished 30th.

2004 – British Enduro Championship, Hafren – just finishing was real feat as only 40 per cent of the field made it to the end.

The bike – BMW F650 GS Dakar

The Race to Dakar team will be riding BMW F650 GS Dakar motorcycles in their quest to compete in this tough endurance event. The bike will be suitably modified to make it survive the 16-days of torture.

The BMW F650 GS is already proven to withstand the elements of the Dakar as demonstrated by the privateer team of Simon Pavey and Nick Plumb in the last three Dakar races. Nick finished the event in his first attempt on the BMW and Simon finished on his third attempt.

The Race to Dakar bikes are the heart and soul of the single-cylinder BMW F650 GS motorcycle, which have then been sent to Touratech in Germany to undergo Dakar modifications. Head team technician, Gareth Edmunds has been based at Touratech for the past few months building the four rally bikes ready for the start in Lisbon.

The bikes have been modified in a number of different ways including upgrading the wiring loom, improved exhaust, air boxes, suspension, fuel tanks, sub frame, lights and other accessories. Michelin have supplied the team with all the tyres and mousses necessary for the race. Other features include GMX radiators and cooling system, Talon front wheels, Ohlin steering dampers, Venhill throttles, Sebring exhaust silencer and Magura handle bars.

The bikes will also be equipped with the Sentinel warning system which is a safety feature allowing each the riders to be alerted with a klaxon and warning light when a truck or car is moving up behind them. In earlier years without Sentinel bike riders had either been knocked off or deflected as trucks steam past.

The team are building four race bikes so that there is one spare in the case of an emergency. The spares for the race bikes will be carried in a MAN six wheel truck, which will travel between bivouacs on the service support route. The three riders will be expected to fix their bikes when they are on the special stages but it is possible that the mechanics in the BMW X5 can help them if they are on the 'liaison stages' that leads to and from the 'special stages'.

Specifications – BMW F650 GS Dakar 

	
	
	F650 GS Dakar
	
	 
	

	Engine
	
	
	
	
	

	Cubic capacity
	cc
	652
	
	
	

	Bore/stroke
	mm
	100/83
	
	
	

	Max output
	kW/bhp
	37/50
	
	
	

	At
	rpm
	6500
	
	
	

	Max torque
	Nm
	60
	
	
	

	At
	rpm
	5000
	
	
	

	No of cylinders
	
	1
	
	
	

	Compression ratio/fuel grade
	
	11.5 :  1/premium
	
	
	

	Valve control
	
	DOHC
	
	
	

	Valves per cylinder
	
	4
	
	
	

	Intake/outlet dia
	mm
	36/31
	
	
	

	Fuel supply
	
	BMS
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electronic system
	
	
	
	
	

	Alternator
	W
	400
	
	
	

	Battery
	V/Ah
	12/8
	Hawker
	
	

	Headlight
	W
	H 4 55/60
	
	
	

	Starter
	kW
	0.9
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Power trans/gearbox
	
	
	
	
	

	Gearbox
	
	
5-speed gearbox with dog-type shift
	

	Gear ratios
I
	
	2.75/2.94
	
	
	

	
II
	
	1.75/2.94
	
	
	

	
III
	
	1.31/2.94
	
	
	

	
IV
	
	1.05/2.94
	
	
	

	
V
	
	0.88/2.94
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Suspension
	
	
	

	Front
	
	Marzocchi
	

	Rear
	
	Fournales
	

	Rear-wheel drive
	
	
O-ring chain 5/8 x ¼
	

	Clutch
	
	
Multi-plate clutch in oil bath
	

	Type of frame
	
	
Single-loop tubular frame
	

	Wheel castor
	Mm
	123
	 
	
	

	Wheelbase
	Mm
	1489
	 
	
	

	Steering assembly angle
	°
	60.8
	
	
	

	Brakes
	Front
	
Single-disc brake, dia 300 mm
	

	
	Rear
	
Single-disc brake, dia 240 mm 
	

	Wheels
	
	Talon Wire spoke wheels front, standard rear
	

	
	Front
	1.6 x 21
	 
	
	

	
	Rear
	3.00 x 18
	
	
	

	Tyres
	Front
	90/90 – 21
	
	
	

	
	Rear
	140/80 – 18
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dimensions and weights
	
	
	
	
	

	Length
	Mm
	2189
	 
	
	

	Handlebar width
	Mm
	902
	 
	
	

	Seat height
	Mm
	935
	 
	
	

	Weight without fuel 
	Kg
	190
	 
	
	

	Full weight permissible weight
	Kg
	215
	
	
	

	Fuel tank
	ltr
	Touratech 34.5 litre fuel tank
	

	Survival equipment:
	
	Carry five litres of water (three on the bike) 

Mirror 

Strobe light 

Flares 

Lighter 

Glow sticks 

Normal first aid kit 

Survival blanket 

Water purification tablets 

Vitamin c 

Salt tablets 

Compasses 

Imodium 

Ration pack each day 

Tools


	
	


Filming of Race to Dakar

The project Race to Dakar will be documented in a television series, DVD and book. The project will look into all aspects of competing in the Dakar including the groundwork for the race through to bike preparation, physical training, a practice rally raid and logistics.

The media package will also focus on the highlights of Charley's attempt in the Dakar. This will provide a story that has never been told before, one that stresses how difficult this adventure is on a personal level and not specifically on which position he finishes. This 'lifestyle' approach to the documentary and the fact Charley is a newcomer, just as determined as the other competitors, will give an alternative take on the Dakar, from the privateer angle, as opposed to the majority of sports coverage which focuses on race results.

The approach to filming the Race to Dakar project is based on two elements of production:

Pre Race

Charley's preparation has been filmed since the beginning of 2005. It will show his visit to Dakar, the highs and lows of his fitness regime and his first taste of motorcycle racing. The majority of the filming was done on similar cameras as those used in the Long Way Round project and the first two shows of Race to Dakar will be edited from the many hours filmed.

The Dakar

The most dangerous race in the world presents a unique set of problems when it comes to adequately covering it for a lifestyle show like 'Race to Dakar'. Consequently the essential element is to film as much as possible so that any drama can be captured. The third rider, Matt Hall is the designated cameraman on the team and although he has to ride just as hard as Simon and Charley, he will film whenever the bikes stop for petrol, in bivouacs, and in the event of an accident or problem. Each rider will also have an onboard helmet camera that can shoot front/rear facing and record onto a special hard drive, which can then be downloaded each night at the bivouac. This pioneering system is being designed specifically for Race to Dakar by Sonic Communications.

Claudio Von Planta who was one of the cameramen from Long Way Round will be flying between bivouacs to ensure he can film the departure and arrival of the team. In addition he can film the colour, romance and drama of behind the scenes of the Rally – the catering, the journalists, the logistics and even the operating theatre. Team Manager and Producer, Russ Malkin will be travelling in the service support vehicle with another cameraman who will film the equally harrowing and difficult task of getting all the spare parts, mechanics and other support essentials from one bivouac to another.

The Dakar never stops and consequently there is a special energy required to ensure that problems are solved en route. It is essential that tapes get copied each evening and that the race footage offered to Race to Dakar by race organisers ASO is carefully marked and coordinated to ensure coverage of the Race Team.

Team sponsors

BMW Motorrad

Race to Dakar could not happen without the invaluable support of key commercial partners including BMW Motorrad. Apart from funding, BMW Motorrad has supplied the Race to Dakar team with four BMW F650 GS Dakar motorcycles, Rider Equipment, technical back up, a BMW X5 support vehicle and extensive support. More information on BMW Motorrad can be found by visiting www.worldofbmw.com or www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

Touratech

Touratech specialises in making components for touring bikes, Enduro bikes and competition motorcycles. For the Race to Dakar project, Touratech has worked closely with the team to enhance the BMW F650 GS motorcycles to make them ready for the intense event. Visit www.touratech.de 

Sonic Communications

Sonic Communications are masters at designing and manufacturing miniature cameras and recording units. As seen on Long Way Round, the ever-reliable cameras will be used on the Race to Dakar project. To find out more about Sonic Communications visit www.sonic-comms.com
Dome Consulting

Financial sponsor, Dome Consulting is the UK’s leading Commissioning Management, Validation and Certification Consultant, assisting Property Developers with the delivery of fully operational complex Commercial Buildings, Airports and Data Centres. Along with their divisional software and Technical Authoring company ‘Dome Connect’, Dome provide Web based solutions to the management and production of the associated operation and maintenance manuals for major projects. Visit www.domegroup.co.uk
Michelin

Michelin will be providing all of the tyres and mousses required for the project. To find out more about Michelin visit www.michelin.co.uk
Royal Brunei

During training Charley and the team flew to Dubai to experience the different riding terrain that he would be faced with in the Dakar. Royal Brunei kindly supported the team by flying them, the bikes and spares to and from Dubai. They also assisted in flying Charley and Russ to New Zealand and Australia for promotional work in association with Dakar. Visit www.bruneiair.com
Snap On

Snap On tools are some of the finest in the world and again were a valued partner on Long Way Round project. Snap On has also joined forces to work on the Race to Dakar project. To find out more visit www.snapon.com
Arai

The latest sponsor to the Race to Dakar project is Arai. Arai will be supplying the riders with helmets for this arduous desert race. Visit www.arai.com 
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Date�
Departure > Arrival�
Liaison�
Special�
Liaison�
Total�
�
31/12/05�
Lisboa > Portimão�
186 km�
83 km�
101 km�
370 km�
�
01/01/06�
Portimão > Málaga�
65 km�
115 km�
387 km�
567 km�
�
02/01/06�
Nador > Er Rachidia�
237 km�
314 km�
121 km�
672 km�
�
03/01/06�
Er Rachidia > Ouarzazate�
56 km�
386 km�
197 km�
639 km�
�
04/01/06�
Ouarzazate > Tan Tan�
187 km�
350 km�
282 km�
819 km�
�
05/01/06�
Tan Tan > Zouérat�
336 km�
444 km�
12 km�
792 km�
�
06/01/06�
Zouérat > Atâr�
10 km�
499 km�
12 km�
521 km�
�
07/01/06�
Atâr > Nouakchott�
34 km�
508 km�
26 km�
568 km�
�
08/01/06�
Rest day - Nouakchott�
�
09/01/06�
Nouakchott > Kiffa�
30 km�
599 km�
245 km�
874 km�
�
10/01/06�
Kiffa > Kayes�
1 km�
283 km�
49 km�
333 km�
�
11/01/06�
Kayes > Bamako�
50 km�
231 km�
424 km�
705 km�
�
12/01/06�
Bamako > Labé�
197 km�
368 km�
307 km�
872 km�
�
13/01/06�
Labé > Tambacounda�
7 km�
348 km�
212 km�
567 km�
�
14/01/06�
Tambacounda > Dakar�
107 km�
254 km�
273 km�
634 km�
�
15/01/06�
Dakar > Dakar�
38 km�
31 km�
41 km�
110 km�
�
 �
TOTAL�
1 541 km�
4 813 km�
2 689 km�
9 043 km�
�
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