

7.    Market

With the top up or down the BMW 6 Series Convertible is an impressive new addition to the UK luxury car market.  Alongside the new 645Ci Coupé, it enters a swiftly-growing performance market as a key part of BMW’s continued launch programme of premium products.  

Exciting design, exceptional comfort and truly impressive driving dynamics come with best-in-class torsional stiffness, while its advanced, lightweight design is complemented by further innovations such as the unique fin structure soft-top.  Combine these features with the goodwill sired by BMW’s convertible heritage, the technological advancements BMW consistently showcases on its new models and best-in-class practicality, and the new 6 Series Convertible is set to be of prime consideration for prospective premium car drivers – whether they are looking specifically for a soft-top or a luxury car in general.

The new 6 Series Convertible combines the features and qualities of a luxury grand touring with the raw emotion and lightweight feel of a true sports roadster.  It is a unique offering within the luxury performance car segment and is sure to draw owners away from other 2+2s as well as roadsters, performance cars and luxury executive cars.  

No other comparable convertible combines the power, performance, practicality, economy and price of the no-compromise 6 Series Convertible.  Its price compares directly with the Jaguar XK8 Convertible but is lower than that of the Porsche 911 Carrera 4 Cabrio, the Maserati 4200 Spyder GT, the Jaguar XKR Convertible or either the Mercedes SL500 and SL350.  It has more power than the XK8, the 911 SL500.  None of these rivals, Maserati included, have bigger boots while the 6 Series Convertible is far and away the best-in-class for rear seat accommodation and soft-top interior acoustics. 

It is also the only car in its class that can truly be what you want it to be. It delivers pure driving excitement on a sweeping A-road or luxurious comfort in 2+2 form on a cross-continent cruise.

Who will buy it?

The new 6 Series arrives in the UK in March 2004 and there can’t ever have been a better time to launch such a model.  At just £55,355 (on-the-road), the Convertible genuinely represents value for money and reaches showrooms at a time when sales of sports and luxury performance cars are booming.

The luxury performance coupé / convertible market has increased globally by 50 per cent in the last decade, a figure reflected in UK sales. SMMT figures for the specialist sports car market also show significant growth, with over 60,000 sales in 2002 compared to 23,500 in 1993.  Considering that BMW predicts further growth of 50 per cent worldwide in the next ten years for premium cars, which naturally includes the 6 Series, a successful future lies ahead for these new models.

BMW GB expects to sell around 1,700 645Ci Coupés and approximately half as many     6 Series Convertibles per year.  To put these figures into context, the original 6 Series – on sale in the UK from between 1976 and 1989 – sold a grand total of approximately 8,000 cars without a convertible model.  Its peak year was 1985 when 819 cars left the dealerships.

Many owners are expected to be successful independent businessmen between the ages of 40 to 55 where solid reliability, value for money, brand status, outstanding design and useable performance play key roles in the buying decision.  In buying a 6 Series they’ll be spoiling themselves, perhaps still more so with the Convertible, but there’s also a requirement for practicality and the need to transport a young family.

Traditionally, the convertible market attracts more female buyers.  This pattern is expected to continue with the 6 Series, though the bias remains male.  The male:female split for the Convertible will be approximately 75:25 whereas the Coupé is nearer 85:15.

Service Inclusive

Keeping ownership costs to a minimum, BMW is offering its popular Service Inclusive package for the new 6 Series Coupé and Convertible.  This Europe-wide service and maintenance package offers drivers five years or 60,000 miles of maintenance-free ownership for a fixed fee of £750.  This is fully transferable to next owners.

When linked to BMW’s comprehensive three year, unlimited mileage warranty, Service Inclusive protects owners from any unexpected repair bills and covers:

· Oil services

· Inspection 1 and 2 services

· Air filters

· Air conditioning micro filters

· Spark plugs

· Brake fluid

· Front and rear brake discs and pads

· Clutch (if worn)

· Wiper blades 

8.    History

BMW’s all-new 6 Series arrives in the UK in March 2004.  The 645Ci Convertible stands alongside the 645Ci Coupé in the range and becomes the first wholly BMW-developed cabriolet in recent years to enter the premium sector convertible market.  It is however the latest in a long line of distinguished BMW convertibles.

Beginning with the 3/15 in 1931 under licence from Austin, open-air models frequently supplemented the saloons and coupés bearing the BMW roundel.  The first four seat convertible in the upper echelons of the car market was the 327 Convertible of 1937.  Powered by a 55bhp two-litre engine, this long distance sports touring model was able to reach a top speed of almost 87mph (140km/h).  As an option the 327 Convertible was available with the 80bhp sports engine from the legendary 328 Roadster.  Together with the 335 Convertible, the largest and most powerful pre-war BMW built, these were the first ancestors of the new 6 Series Convertible.

In the 1950s came the BMW 501 and 502 saloons with smooth 8-cylinder power units, and again, well-heeled customers could order these as a four-seater Convertible as well as a Saloon.  In 1956 the 2+2 Coupé and Convertible 503 models were launched, the Convertible featuring a fully retractable electric hood.  With 140bhp engines, top speeds of 120mph (190km/h), leather upholstery and two-tone paintwork, these were among the most exclusive cars of the period and were styled by Count Albrecht Goertz who also designed the BMW 507.

Throughout the following four decades, BMW has consistently championed open-air motoring, even though, compared with the new luxury performance 6 Series Convertible, BMW convertibles were at the more compact end of the premium market.  Typical examples are the twin-cylinder 700 and the popular four-cylinder 1600 Convertibles from the sixties.

Then came the 3 Series Convertibles which crystallised modern perception of sophisticated four-seater open motoring.  Launched in 1977 as a Baur Convertible (hard-top), from 1986 it became a genuine BMW-built soft-top Convertible with its flush-folding roof disappearing completely within the body. Now in its third generation, the 3 Series Convertible has sold over 600,000 worldwide and more than 50,000 in the UK.

Highlights in BMW’s distinguished convertible history include:

· BMW 3/15 PS Convertible – The first BMW Convertible manufactured soon after BMW first commenced car production in 1929. 

· BMW 309 Convertible – Four-cylinder, ‘Four-Window Convertible’, launched in 1934. 

· BMW 327 Convertible – One of the most exclusive pre-war BMWs. 55bhp six-cylinder, two-door cabrio manufactured from 1937-1941.  Also available from 1938-1940 with the 80bhp engine from legendary 328 Roadster.

· BMW 335 Convertible – Two- and four-door versions with 90bhp, 3.5-litre straight six engines.  The largest and most stately of all pre-war BMWs.

· BMW 502 Convertible – Built by Baur with V8 power and sold as either a two- or four-seater convertible in mid- to late-1950s.  High price and production run of fifty guaranteed exclusivity.

· BMW 503 Convertible – 140bhp from light-alloy V8 but very high price ensured that only 139 examples sold between 1955 and 1959. 

· BMW 700 Convertible – Affordable 2+2 from 1959 with Michelotti-styled body developed by Baur with rear-mounted 32bhp (or optional 40bhp), 700cc flat-twin.

· BMW 1600 Convertible – 1,682 built from 1967-1971.  Powered by 85bhp four cylinder motor with open-air body developed by Baur.  The 100bhp 2002 Cabriolet followed in 1971 with a  rollover bar fitted to comply with new safety regulations.

· BMW 3 Series Baur Topcabriolet – Tougher US safety regulations in the 1980s spawned the ‘Hardtop Cabriolet’, and soon after the ‘Topcabriolet’ with fixed roll-over bars.

· BMW 3 Series Convertible – The first BMW-built 3 Series Convertible.  Launched in 1986 initially with 6 cylinders in 320i and 325i derivatives.  

· BMW M3 Convertible – First generation M3, developed by BMW Motorsport GmbH with 786 built from 1988-1991.  A four-cylinder, 215bhp high-performance engine nominates this as an enthusiasts dream. 





































