

1. UK model positioning for BMW K1200 S 

Welcome to the UK press pack for BMW’s new K1200 S. In the following pages you will find all the information you need about this exciting new model – the most powerful BMW motorcycle ever built.

By launching the K1200 S, BMW Motorrad enters new territory – and there is good reason. For many years, BMW has been well represented in most market segments, including the entry-level single-cylinder F650 range, and the flat-twin and four-cylinder touring, sports touring, cruising, adventure sport, and roadster categories.

However, the high performance sports aspect of the market never saw a true representation from BMW. This presented an exciting challenge and also offered tremendous growth potential for Motorrad designers and engineers to realise – especially in the UK with its high percentage of sales of sports and super-sports bikes.

Several years ago, a logical decision was made to enter the sports segment of the market and create a machine that would serve as a prestigious and exciting top-end addition to the current model line-up. The aim was for this motorcycle to attain the same level of desirability and reputation that has always been enjoyed by BMW’s M-division performance cars.

It was never BMW Motorrad’s intention to create a super-sports motorcycle designed and engineered for the racetrack rather than the road – or to produce a hyper-sport machine with the highest possible top speed. The latter is no longer an important selling point among riders. BMW Motorrad’s intention has been to design a machine that complements and straddles both categories – and also attracts customers from the high performance sports touring sector of the market. 

With the launch of the new K1200 S, BMW are introducing a motorcycle that is lighter and more agile than a hyper-sports machine – but just as fast – as dynamic on the track as a super-sports machine but far more usable in everyday riding situations. 

Superiority in suspension design, with electronic adjustability options, should firmly establish the K1200 S as the most technologically advanced motorcycle available today.

Clear market positioning of the K1200 S attempts to persuade many riders who are tired of riding motorcycles that only perform at their best on a race circuit – or in a straight line – to realise that it is possible to have immense but usable horsepower, significant high speed capability, and unquestionable ergonomic efficiency without compromising BMW’s legendary comfort levels, fuel efficiency and distance capability.

BMW expects the majority of K1200 S purchasers to be conquest sales from other manufacturers and will therefore make demonstrator machines available at every BMW Motorrad dealership. The UK market launch of the K1200 S is 25 September 2004 and the on-the-road price for this model is £9,750 for the standard version or £10,545 for the sports integral ABS version. This year’s production will feature Indigo Blue Metallic/Alpine White, and Sun Yellow non-Metallic/White Aluminium Metallic/Dark Graphite Metallic colour schemes. Single colour variants will follow in early 2005.

2. Overall concept and model features.

The speculation has now come to an end. BMW’s long-awaited new model featuring a brand-new high-performance four-cylinder power unit and revolutionary suspension technology, is celebrating its world debut at INTERMOT 2004. 

The new BMW K1200 S sports machine with an engine power output of 123 kW (167 bhp) and a dry weight of 226.5kg (248 wet, including fuel) offers the highest standard of dynamic performance.

By introducing the K1200 S, Europe’s largest and most successful manufacturer of motorcycles has enlarged its model range and entered the sporting high-performance motorcycle class so far dominated by Japanese manufacturers. The K1200 S is a synthesis of high performance, precision, and safety.
Conceived as a sports machine from the start, the K1200 S is a singular and independent motorcycle within BMW’s K family. It is radically new and innovative in every respect. The K1200 S has no predecessor in the current BMW Motorrad model range and follows no role model. On the contrary, the K1200 S is BMW’s concept of a sports motorcycle – supreme riding precision and agility, high engine power output (specifically for road performance) and safe and superior handling in all practical situations.

The K1200 S does not compromise. Instead, it combines all the features previously regarded as largely incompatible. For example: sports performance and dynamism are combined with comfort, agility and ease of handling; supreme riding stability and high performance are coupled with everyday riding qualities; a slim-line sporting appearance is combined with efficient protection from wind and weather and superior rider ergonomics. 

The K1200 S has all the virtues typical of BMW motorcycles but these have now ascended to a higher level. The new machine is fully suited to riding with a passenger and covering long distances; it offers a long service life and maintenance is minimal; it complies fully with environmental requirements (thanks to highly advanced emission management and a fully controlled three-way catalytic converter); and it offers active safety of the highest standard when braking (assured by the most advanced braking system on the market – BMW Motorrad Integral ABS).

The K1200 S is the only sports motorcycle to feature maintenance-free shaft drive. In conjunction with the Paralever swinging arm (developed to an even higher standard and reduced in weight) the drive shaft has been optimised to a higher standard than before – its higher level of unsprung mass is virtually imperceptible 

even when the rider adopts a sports style of riding. Featuring innovative technology, and a new standard of riding characteristics in the sports bike segment, the K1200 S redefines the criteria for its class. The K1200 S will open up new customer potential for BMW Motorrad.

Unique concept for ideal riding dynamics and ergonomics.

The first decision in the approximate five-year development period (from the initial idea through to production reality) was to carefully consider the overall concept regarding the drive-train, configuration and arrangement of the engine, and the overall package. It soon became clear that the advantages of a low centre of gravity, typical of all flat-twin and existing K-models, had to be retained on the new motorcycle. Research and fundamental examination of different engine concepts confirmed that (from the perspective of power, weight and space requirements) a four-cylinder power unit fitted crosswise was the optimum solution for high-performance motorcycles. 

The only drawback with that configuration was a high centre of gravity. However, by tilting the cylinder bank forward to an extreme 55 degrees and fitting the engine at it lowest possible point, BMW’s engineers overcame that particular disadvantage. In addition, the entire engine block is extremely narrow to ensure adequate clearance when leaning into bends – allowing an exceptional angle of lean. Together with the extra-low, V-shaped radiator, the configuration interacts with the wheel suspension and guidance units to allow ideal frame curvature above the cylinder head to keep the motorcycle slim and narrow. With the frame profiles running close together at the rear, the new K1200 S shape also enables the rider’s knees to be tightly pressed against the machine.

The overall result of this re-thought package is optimum geometric configuration of riding dynamics and ergonomics. The perfect seating position is tailored for the rider and allows an active riding posture with clear vision of the front wheel. It also has an appropriate standard of comfort and relaxation. The result is that the K1200 S handles dynamically and safely in every situation, making riding on the road confident and stress-free.

Innovations on the running gear and electronics.

The BMW Duolever marks a quantum leap in technology in front-wheel suspension and makes a significant contribution to the motorcycle’s excellent riding characteristics. By introducing this all-new, front-wheel suspension system BMW Motorrad has enhanced its leadership in suspension and running-gear technology and still ensured a sensitive response, at all times, with clear feedback from the front wheel. In conjunction with the four-cylinder concept, it also offers the advantage of compact dimensions.

BMW Motorrad is now introducing another world-first in motorcycle production with the ESA Electronic Suspension Adjustment which has advantages not previously seen. Based on CAN-bus technology, the advanced on-board network provides a wide range of different functions and reduces the procedures required for diagnostics by intelligently combining the motorcycle’s electrical and electronic systems. 

Highlights in technology at a glance

· supreme performance ensured by a free-revving, high-output straight-four power unit with features carried over from Formula 1

· cylinder bank of the four-cylinder, in-line engine tilted 55 degrees for an optimum centre of gravity

· engine output 123 kW (167 bhp), maximum torque 130 Nm (96 lb-ft) at 8,250 rpm

· Digital Motor Electronics and three-way catalytic emission management to the strictest environmental standards

· supreme riding precision and maximum riding stability provided by extra-rigid aluminium suspension with Duolever wheel guidance at the front and Evo-Paralever wheel guidance at the rear

· superior agility ensured by low, fully fuelled weight of 248 kg (547 lb) in road trim (DIN unladen weight including ABS)

· supreme handling thanks to ideal running gear geometry, optimum mass distribution, and a balanced all-round concept

· perfect balance ensured by a low centre of gravity

· ergonomically enhanced seating position for relaxed, active riding

· Electronically Adjustable Suspension (ESA) available as an option

· Integral ABS (part-integral system) available as a deletable option for superior active safety

· on-board network with electronic management; CAN-bus technology for enhanced functions combined with simple and straightforward wiring and low weight

· electronic immobiliser as standard

· maintenance-free, weight-optimised shaft drive

· enhanced aerodynamics with good protection from wind and weather

· wide range of features and accessories of the usual BMW standard dedicated to the 
K1200 S.





































