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3.
History of the  
BMW 3 Series Convertible.

The BMW 3 Series Convertible now looks back at a heritage of almost two decades. While in the first generation of the 3 Series the only open-air ver​sion came from German coachbuilder Baur, time was ripe in 1985 for the first 
“real” open-air 3 Series, a fully-fledged convertible without compro​mises.

The first generation of 3 Series Convertibles.

Ten years after the open-air BMW 2002 had been phased out of production, the first BMW 3 Series Convertible, the 325i, was launched – at last! – at the 1985 Frankfurt Motor Show. Introducing this beautiful open-air model, 
BMW was indeed presenting another great trendsetter. At a retail price of 
DM 43,300, the customer received a car with a very stiff and sturdy 
bodyshell without a rollbar getting in his way, with a wide range of sophisticated equip​ment, a soft roof opening and closing conveniently, and a six-cylinder power unit developing 126 kW/171 bhp. Reaching a top speed 
of 216 km/h or 134 mph, this 3 Series Convertible accounted for sales of more than 85,000 units and was very successful right up to the end of production 
in 1992.

BMW presented the first M3 Convertible in 1988, powered at the time by a 195 bhp four-cylinder. Then, in 1990, the 318i Convertible (83 kW/113 bhp) became the final, glorious highlight marking the end of the first-generation 
3 Series Convertible.

A popular successor.

Following the changeover to the new 3 Series, time was ripe in 1993 for 
a new 3 Series Convertible. The range now comprised the 318i, 320i, 323i, 325i, 328i, and the M3, with output extending all the way from 85kW/115 bhp (318i) to 236 kW/321 bhp (M3).

The extremely stiff floorpan and high-strength seat crossbars, a reinforced windscreen frame complete with a bonded windscreen serving also as the car’s rollbar, as well as reinforcement bars in the doors ensured a supreme standard of passive safety and served to keep the passenger area strong and stable at all times. A rollover safety system complete with two bars mov​ing 
up whenever required within fractions of a second was available as an option.

The open-air M3 initially came with a 3.0-litre six-cylinder developing 
210 kW/286 bhp. In 1996 this was replaced by a 3.2-litre power unit featuring dual-VANOS for maximum output of 236 kW/321 bhp turning this open four seater quite definitely into the Ultimate Driving Machine.

Production of the third-generation BMW 3 Series Convertible amounted 
to 196, 544 units by the year 1999. 

Cult and classic.

To this day, the fourth generation of the 3 Series Convertible has the status 
of a cult car. Through its design – with the roof either open or closed – 
its dynamic performance and product substance, this open-air four seater is already a classic today.

Featuring the 318Ci, 320Ci, 325Ci, 330Ci, and the M3 Convertible, plus of course the new Diesel Convertible in future, all of which are built at BMW’s Regensburg Plant, BMW is writing another chapter in the successful history of open-air BMW cars.





































