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Unless indicated otherwise, the contents of this press kit refer to 
speci​fica​tions and equipment in the German market. Deviations in other markets are possible. 

1.
At a Glance.

•
World debut: MINI Cooper S with automatic transmission. 
Combining six-speed automatic transmission with Steptronic as a perfect match for the 170 bhp power unit, the top models in the MINI 
range offer supreme agility, acceleration, sporting performance and comfort all in one. Whether running in the automatic or manual 
mode, this optional transmission adds the final touch to the MINI Cooper S.

•
Limited slip: MINI Cooper S with limited slip differential. 
The mechanically controlled limited-slip differential gives the 
MINI Cooper S even more traction and allows even higher speeds in bends. Without limiting engine power, it prevents the front wheels from spinning. 
•
Extreme: MINI all the way – The Italian Job Stunt Track.
Following “The Italian Job” hit at the box office, MINI is set for further success on “The Italian Job Stunt Track” in Paramount's Kings Island. 
In cars modelling the MINI Cooper S Convertible, the visitor experiences a perfect combination of special Hollywood effects and the genuine thrill 
of a roller coaster.
•
Supreme driving machine: the John Cooper Works Tuning Kit.
The new John Cooper Works Tuning Kit is making its debut in the USA, transforming the MINI Cooper S into the supreme driving machine 
with maximum output of 154 kW/210 bhp and maximum torque of 
245 Nm/181 lb-ft. Acceleration to 100 km/h comes in 6.6 seconds, top speed is up to 230 km/h or 143 mph. 
2.
Short Story.

World Debut in Detroit.

Both the MINI Cooper S Convertible and the MINI Cooper S with six-speed automatic transmission are making their world debut at the 2005 North 
Ame​rican International Auto Show. Particularly the innovative automatic trans​mission giving this powerful MINI even greater agility and driving comfort should prove immensely popular in the USA.

In Detroit MINI is also presenting the MINI Cooper S Convertible and the 
MINI S with a new limited-slip differential. A further highlight being presented for the first time in the USA is the new John Cooper Works Tuning Kit for the top models in the MINI range.

Popular the World Over.

MINI cars are extremely popular all over the world. Today this compact 
four-seater combining unmistakable design with outstanding fun at the wheel is sold in more than 70 countries. Convincing proof of this success was 
the pro​duction of the 500,000th MINI coming off the assembly line in Oxford on 25 August 2004.

Ever since the market launch of MINI in 2002, the USA has become the second largest sales market for MINI cars following Great Britain: Exactly 36,010 new MINIs were sold in the USA in 2003, the most popular 
model being the MINI Cooper S. And the introduction of the MINI Convertible will further boost the popularity of this compact premium car. 

Conducting an enquiry among more than 32,000 purchasers of new cars, AutoPacific, a consultant to the US automotive industry, determined 
that 93 per cent of all MINI customers are very satisfied with their car. MINI custom​ers have a particularly emotional attachment to their car, appreciate 
the high level of customisation, the value for money and the product substance MINI has to offer. 

2.1
World Debut: 
Top MINIs with Six-Speed Automatic Transmission.

Both the MINI Cooper S Convertible and the MINI Cooper S with its new 
six-speed automatic transmission are making their world debut in Detroit. This light and compact automatic transmission with Steptronic, adaptive 
manage​ment and an extremely fast gearshift of only 1∕4 second, gives the two top models supreme agility, sporting performance, and the very best in 
driving comfort.
A hydraulic torque converter offering maximum efficiency ensures a smooth gearshift, while the converter lock-up clutch guarantees an equally smooth flow of power and superior fuel economy. Despite its six gears, this new trans​mission requires a far smaller number of gearshift elements, making it much lighter and more compact than before.

Perfect Balance of Sportiness and Comfort. 

On the road the automatic transmission models offer truly impressive perfor​mance almost as good as the manual gearbox versions of the MINI Cooper S. Boosted by a compressor complete with intercooler, the 1.6-litre four-
cylinder develops maximum output of 125 kW/170 bhp, with torque of up to 220 Nm or 162 lb-ft at 4,000 rpm providing exactly the right muscle for fast acceleration.  

Benefitting from this sporting automatic transmission, the most powerful 
MINI reaches its top speed of 220 km/h or 136 mph (Convertible: 215 km/h or 133 mph) in fifth gear. Accelerating from a standstill, the MINI Cooper S Convertible reaches 100 km/h in 7.9 seconds, the fixed-roof top model 
com​pleting the same exercise in an even faster 7.7 seconds.

In the automatic mode the new transmission offers the driver the choice 
of either a Sports (S) program or a Comfort (D) setting, while also allowing the driver to shift gears manually via paddles on the steering wheel (Steptronic). 
In the process the electronic “brain” consistently monitors driving conditions and adjusts gearshift characteristics according to individual requirements.

Market launch of the MINI Cooper S automatic in the USA and Japan will 
be in late January 2005. In late February 2005 the MINI Cooper S automatic will also be available in Europe and the other MINI markets. And late Feb​ruary 2005 will likewise be the global launch date of the MINI Cooper S Convertible with this innovative transmission.

2.2
MINI: 
Extreme and Highly Individual.

MINI Extreme: The Italian Job Stunt Track.

Ever since their great success at the box office in “The Italian Job – 
Going for Millions” by Paramount Pictures, MINI cars have proven that they are good enough for any kind of stunt.

In Paramount Parks’ “The Italian Job Stunt Track”, MINI will be setting out on 
a very special roller coaster ride in May 2005: On Paramount’s Kings Island in the USA and at Paramount Canada’s Wonderland in Canada visitors will experience thrilling high-speed stunts in cars modelled to the MINI Cooper S Convertible. 

This new concept is a perfect combination of special Hollywood effects, 
the thrill of a roller coaster, and driving pleasure in an open-air MINI Cooper S. On these wild rides, passengers experience a spectacular chase through 
all kinds of film sets and scenes offering them a glance behind the scene in a genuine action thriller.  
MINI Individual: Extra Power for the MINI Cooper S.

As the perfect match for the film, genuine MINI aficionados are also able 
to boost the power and performance of their own MINI with the new 210 bhp John Cooper Works Tuning Kit now also available in the US market.

Developing maximum output of 154 kW/210 bhp and maximum torque 
of 245 Nm/181 lb-ft, the John Cooper Works MINI Cooper S is certainly the su​preme driving machine in its segment. Acceleration to 100 km/h comes 
in 6.6 seconds, top speed is up to 230 km/h or 143 mph. Interim acceleration from 80–120 km/h (50–75 mph) in fourth gear is equally impressive, taking 
just 5.4 seconds. 
Among other features, the tuning kit comprises a modified compressor and cylinder head, a special air filter housing with an additional air valve, high-throughput injection valves, modified engine management, and a state-of-the-art exhaust system with a special rear silencer.

Consistent all the way, John Cooper Works offer not only the Tuning Kit for 
the MINI Cooper S, but also a Sound Kit for the MINI Cooper as well as a wide range of high-performance interior and exterior components. Subject to technical approval these features are available for the entire range of MINI models (MINI One, MINI Cooper, MINI Cooper S) as well as the respective Convertible versions. All components from John Cooper Works are perfectly matched 
to one another and, of course, the MINI as such and offer a har​mon​ious overall package.

Long Story.

3.
Dynamic Performance – 
 
the MINI Cooper S and the 
 
MINI Cooper S Convertible with  
 
Automatic Transmission.

Starting in late January 2005, the MINI Cooper S and MINI Cooper S 
Con​vertible will be available for the first time with MINI’s new six-speed 
auto​mat​ic transmission giving these powerful performers even greater agility and driving pleasure. Clearly, this choice of automatic transmission 
is particularly appealing to the customer who appreciates a sporting and dynamic style of motoring, but does not wish to forego the superior 
comfort of a modern auto​matic transmission in his – or her – MINI.

The light and compact automatic transmission complete with a hydraulic 
tor​que converter, adaptive management and Steptronic combines an extremely quick gearshift with a soft and smooth gear shifting process, a quick respon​se, and superior fuel economy.

Also available in all markets worldwide on the manual-gearbox MINI Cooper S, the optional limited-slip differential ensures even greater traction and fun in bends or on difficult surfaces. 

3.1
Driving for Fun.

Set to enter the market with its new optional six-speed automatic 
trans​mission, the MINI Cooper S clearly proves that sports motoring and an automatic gearshift may by all means be combined in perfection.

Modern Transmission Technology for Even More Fun.
Looking at performance, the automatic transmission version does not lag behind the manual gearbox car in any respect. So for that reason alone, 
par​ticularly the customer looking for dynamic driving pleasure combined with all the comfort of a state-of-the-art automatic transmission will appreciate 
this modern technology with its many benefits.

Indeed, the extremely fast gearshift in just 1∕4 second gives the driver of the MINI Cooper S even more sporting performance – if that is possible at all – than the manual gearbox version. Simply because even an experienced motorist needs a lot more time to shift gears despite the very smooth man​ual gearbox with its extra-short shift travel. In practice, therefore, the new transmission enhances typical MINI qualities such as driving fun and agility to a standard even higher than before. 

Not only superior in performance, but also much more compact and lighter than a conventional five-speed automatic transmission despite its 
six gears, the new transmission is designed for maximum agility on the road. 
Precisely this is why the most powerful MINI reaches its top speed of 
220 km/h (136 mph) (MINI Cooper S Convertible: 215 km/h or 133 mph) in fifth gear. With its extra-long transmission ratio, in turn, sixth gear reduces 
both engine speed and fuel consumption.

More Functions, Greater Intelligence.

Featuring an innovative transmission concept based on the Lepelletier prin​ciple, the six gears require far fewer shift units and only one free-wheel. While a conventional five-speed automatic transmission has 8 clutch elements and four free-wheels, the new transmission needs only five clutches and one free-wheel to shift the six forward gears and the reverse gear. The only free-wheel is on first gear, serving to take the load off the drivetrain in overrun. Whenever Steptronic 
is active, the free-wheel remains neutral in order to capitalise on the brake power of the engine when shifting back. 
Highly Flexible Electronic Command Centre.

Integrated in the transmission, the electrohydraulic control unit, together with 
its command centre, ensures superior driving comfort and maximum agility even under full load, with an extremely fast gearshift and a “soft” shift pro​cess. 
And since the adaptive transmission control communicates with other control units via the bus system, it is able to adjust gearshift programs indi​vidually to driving conditions and the driver’s style of motoring.
Extra Comfort or More Dynamic?

One of the major benefits of the new automatic transmission is its versatility: The driver has the choice of four different gearshift modes, shifting gears either in a more comfortable style also in the interest of superior fuel econ​omy or in a more sporting and dynamic process, whatever he or she prefers. 
And in either case the gearshift is either automatic or manual, again as the driver wishes.

The driver therefore decides whether to leave things to the automatic 
trans​mission or whether to activate Steptronic and shift gears himself by briefly touching the gearshift paddles at the back of the steering wheel. In the 
pro​cess he can leave both hands on the steering wheel, shifting gears via the paddles like a driver in Formula 1. During the gearshift process he can 
keep his foot on the accelerator, since the electronic control unit prevents any mistakes and shifts to the correct gear faster than even a racing driver. 
And since the electronic command centre consistently monitors driving con​ditions (eg whether travelling uphill/downhill, with DSC activated or not), 
it automatically adjusts gearshifts to current requirements. A display in the central instrument shows the driver at all times which driving program 
and which gear are currently in mesh.

Automatic Mode with Optional Manual Gearshift. 

The D-mode is a perfect combination of motoring comfort and sporting 
per​formance on superior fuel economy. The transmission control unit selects gears fully automatically as a function of driving conditions. And should the driver wish to take over, all he has to do is press the gearshift paddles in order to activate Steptronic. So that then he decides when to shift up or down.  

Sporting Concept for the Particularly Ambitious Driver.

In the S-mode activated by moving the selector lever to the right, the 
trans​mission control unit chooses a particularly sporting automatic gearshift with extremely short gearshift times in the interest of maximum agility. 
Here again, the driver can change directly from this program to the Steptronic mode, subsequently shifting gears manually as long as he wishes.

Regardless of how often he shifts gears and how much time there is bet​ween gearshifts, the driver alone determines the gearshift points via the pad​dles or the selector lever, thus getting the most out of this compact driv​ing machine in terms of superior dynamics and agility. The only function of the electronic control unit in this case is to prevent the engine from over-revving. 

Power Pack for Dynamic Performance.

Displacing 1.6 litres, the four-cylinder power unit featuring a mechanically driven compressor and an intercooler has offered maximum output of 
125 kW/170 bhp at 6,000 rpm in both top versions of the MINI ever since last summer. The compact power unit harmonises perfectly with the automatic transmission, the powerful muscle of this four-valve athlete providing an ideal match for the automatic gearshift. For no less than 80 per cent of the engine’s maximum torque of 220 Nm or 162 lb-ft is available consistently between 2,000 and 6,500 rpm. 

To transmit the unique sound of the engine and compressor, the acoustic “bridges” leading to the passenger compartment and exhaust system have been designed especially for this version of the car. Precisely this puts 
the emphasis on that athletic sound whenever the driver uses the power and performance of his muscular MINI.
Sporting, Comfortable and Economical All in One.

In terms of performance, the new automatic transmission models are almost exactly as dynamic as the manual-gearbox MINI Cooper S.  Benefitting from 
a smooth flow of power from the transversely mounted front-wheel-drive 
en​gine not requiring a drive shaft, this high-performance MINI with its auto​ma​tic transmission combines a most direct flow of power with optimum 
respon​se. And guaranteeing exactly the right engine speed at any road speed, the automatic transmission ensures maximum thrust whenever required. 

Carefully matched to the engine, the hydraulic torque converter enables the driver to accelerate dynamically with maximum power, while keeping the whole process soft and smooth. And with the converter lock-up clutch clos​ing at 
just 1,800 rpm, the new top model in the MINI range is particularly res​ponsive to the gas paddle. This is attributable above all at low speeds to the torque-boosting effect of the torque converter, developing torque of up to 6,000 Nm on each wheel. 

Fuel consumption of the MINI Cooper S and MINI Cooper S Convertible with automatic transmission in the composite EU cycle is just 9.2 and, respec​t​ive​ly, 9.0 litres/100 km (30.7/31.4 mpg Imp).

Apart from Japan, the USA is the most important sales market for the 
auto​matic transmission MINI – which explains why, following its world debut in Detroit, the MINI Cooper S with this new automatic transmission will be 
avail​able in both the USA and Japan as of late February 2005. The market launch in Europe and the other MINI countries, in turn, will be in late 
Feb​ruary. And the MINI Cooper S Convertible with this agile transmission will be entering the market in good time for the new open-air season in March.
Even More Traction and Active Safety. 

The optional limited slip differential available in all markets worldwide as of January on the manual gearbox versions of the MINI Cooper S ensures even more traction and driving fun particularly in bends and on difficult sur​faces.

Mechanically controlled, the differential responds smoothly to varying drive forces acting on the front wheels: Whenever one of the two wheels is 
about to slip, the drive power acting on that wheel is automatically reduced and con​veyed to the wheel with better traction.

Integrated in the manual gearbox, this new differential allows even higher speeds in bends and on winding roads for truly dynamic motoring. 

Limiting wheel slip, the differential also offers a higher standard of safety 
by keeping the driver in control particularly on varying road surfaces. 

4.
MINI Far Out:
The Italian Job Stunt Track.

Ever since making a truly powerful appearance in Paramount Pictures’ 
action-packed box office success “The Italian Job – Going for Millions” in 2003, the MINI has clearly proven its abilities as a stunt performer.
Opening in May 2005, “The Italian Job Stunt Track” presents the open-air top-of-the-range MINI in a very special roller coaster experience: On Paramount’s Kings Island, north of Cincinnati/Ohio, and at Paramount Canada’s Wonder​land near Toronto, Canada, visitors are able to experience truly impressive high speed stunts in cars modelled around the MINI Cooper S Convertible. 

Taking MINI to the World of the Cinema.

This new stunt concept is a perfect combination of special Hollywood effects, the thrill of a roller coaster, and the sheer fun of driving an open-air 
MINI Coo​p​er S – most certainly, therefore, an exciting adventure for the entire family.

On their wild ride, passengers experience breathtaking pursuits, make their 
way through filmsets and scenes, and therefore enjoy a wonderful look be​hind the scenes of an action thriller.  
As soon as visitors have buckled up in specially prepared stunt cars designed around the MINI Cooper S Convertible and featuring special sound effects, they set off right away in pursuit of the “bad guys”: The cars race through an underground carpark, avoid a collision by just a few split-seconds, tear down a flight of stairs, race through tunnels, and just manage to escape explosions 
and bullets fired from a helicopter. And finally the tyres screech once again as the MINI Convertibles crash through a poster wall and into a Los Angeles 
aqua​duct. 

5.
John Cooper Works: 
New Tuning Kit for the 
MINI Cooper S.

The new John Cooper Works Tuning Kit is just right for the MINI fan 
looking for even better performance in the top-of-the-range MINI Cooper S and MINI Cooper S Convertible. 

The kit gives both models a significant increase in engine output plus higher torque. Developing maximum output of 154 kW/210 bhp and maximum tor​que of 245 Nm/181 lb-ft at 4,500 rpm, the MINI Cooper S with power and 
per​formance by John Cooper is certainly the most outstanding athlete in its segment. 
The John Cooper Works MINI Cooper S accelerates to 100 km/h in just 
6.6 seconds and continues without the slightest weakness all the way to its top speed of 230 km/h or 143 mph. Muscle and pulling force on the way 
are equally impressive, the compact four-seater completing the interim dash from 80–120 km/h (50–75 mph) in just 5.4 seconds. 

Extra Power in the MINI Cooper S.

The John Cooper Works Tuning Kit comprises the following components:

–
Compressor with a modified transmission ratio for higher engine speeds and charge pressure

–
Modified cylinder head with specially finished intake and outlet ducts

–
Specific air filter housing

–
Additional air valve with electronic control unit

–
Special air filter insert reducing flow losses 

–
Injection valves with higher throughput

–
Modified engine management

–
Stainless steel exhaust system with a special rear-end silencer

–
Specific engine cover

To boost engine power to 154 kW/210 bhp, this very special tuning kit re​quires not only the usual components, but also other high-performance fea​tures. These include an even more powerful and faster compressor as well as a modified cylinder head able to cope with even higher thermal loads. 

The new “heart” of the system is the air filter specially developed by 
John Cooper Works. At higher engine speeds, the electronically controlled valve opens an additional duct in the air filter housing and, via a special filter ele​ment, provides an extra supply of fresh air to the engine. As a pleasant side-effect, 
the additional air flap, together with the exhaust pipes, gives the car exactly the right powerful, throaty sound effect. 

In view of higher forces, both the fuel injection nozzles and the spark plugs have been modified. Engine management has also been adapted to the great​er demands, serving at the same time to give the engine an even better response to the accelerator. 

Just Right for All Models in the MINI Cooper S Range.

This retrofittable package is ideally suited both for the original 163 bhp 
MINI Cooper S and the updated 170 bhp version. The tuning kit is fitted by autho​ris​ed MINI dealers and service partners. John Cooper Works is the 
only ack​nowledged supplier of MINI tuning technology qualified to maintain the war​ranty on the car in full. 

An upgrade kit with the new air filter and fuel injection nozzles is available for cars already equipped with the 147 kW/200 bhp John Cooper Works tuning kit. In conjunction with modified engine electronics, these cars then also offer maximum output of 154 kW/210 bhp. 

The 210-bhp John Cooper Works Tuning Kit is also available in the USA. 

For Your Ears Only: John Cooper Works Sound Kit for the MINI Cooper.

True, the John Cooper Works Sound Kit for the MINI Cooper does not re​place the HiFi system in the car. But if the station search function is not able to 
keep up with the speed of the MINI Cooper round fast bends, the sound kit comes in very handy, this “radio straight from the engine compartment” ensuring perfect reception at all times: The special connection between the air filter and the interior is tuning for your ears, naturally live and with extra legroom in the front row. 

The John Cooper Works Sound Kit also has an additional offer on the drive wheels: Together with modified engine management software and the stain​less sports exhaust complete with the John Cooper Works logo, the sound kit increases engine output by 2 kW/3 bhp, giving the MINI Cooper maxi​mum output of 87 kW/118 bhp. A certificate signed by Mike Cooper himself, finally, confirms that this is really genuine equipment from John Cooper Works. 

The John Cooper Works Sound Kit is scheduled to enter the world market in late February 2005.

John Cooper Works Sports Suspension, Sports Brakes, 
Sports Seats.

The John Cooper Works sports suspension lowers each MINI by up to 15 mm or 0.6´´, giving the car an even lower centre of gravity and making spring travel even shorter. Firm red coil springs show the connoisseur at first sight 
what he – or she – is getting: Even better roadholding, enhanced agility and performance in bends, and the highest level of driving fun conceivable. 

The new John Cooper Works sports brakes are the perfect match for the car’s dynamic performance. Featuring larger brake discs at the front and special brake linings at the rear, the sports brakes are designed particularly for high thermal loads. And the brake callipers glow in brilliant red like the coil springs on the sports suspension even when they are cold, this eye-catching paintwork giving particularly the John Cooper Works light-alloy wheels a very powerful and dynamic look. 

In all, the new sports brakes offer a significant increase in safety, ensuring 
a perfect balance of acceleration and stopping distances. The sports brakes from John Cooper Works are scheduled to enter the world market in late January 2005. 

“Move your body close to me” – this is the message you get on the 
John Cooper Works sports seats: As if they were tailor-made, the seats cocoon the driver and front passenger in every respect, all the 
way to their extract​able thigh supports (optional, like the seat heating). 

The John Cooper Works sports seats come in a wide range of different 
col​ours and surface variants (textile and leather) and include both a lumbar sup​port and rear seat easy access as standard. Rear seats with sporting contours naturally matched in their design to the driver/front passenger seats are available as an option.

The enthusiast looking for a really dynamic ride should go for the optional crossbar in the engine compartment: Joining the spring strut pivot points on the front axle, this sturdy bar prevents even the smallest body movements under peak loads. 

John Cooper Works 18-inch light-alloy wheels in R95 star-spoke styling add the final touch to the MINI’s sporting appearance, underlining the unique 
looks of the car and giving all models a particularly light-footed appearance. 

Carbon Inside and Outside.

A car with the interior strength and superiority of the MINI also deserves 
a few discreet touches on the surface, provided they come in top quality. 
Pre​cisely this is why John Cooper Works offer a range of high-quality 
carbon components giving the MINI a powerful sports look from front to rear and adding interesting highlights in colour: The air scoop in the engine compart​ment lid (MINI Cooper S only), the rear-view mirror flaps and the rear lid handle are all available in this exclusive lightweight material, together with matching trim strips inside. 

The highlight of this MINI extravaganza in every respect is of course the rear spoiler on the roof. Also made of carbon, this rear spoiler is a technical 
and aesthetic eye-catcher on every MINI, probably inducing the genuine fan to keep a second spoiler at home in an illuminated glass cabinet. 

All John Cooper Works carbon trim components are already available 
world​wide, with only the rear roof spoiler coming in late February 2005. 





































