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	January News in Brief

	
	The new BMW Z4 2.0i Roadster

BMW residual values go from strength to strength 

Record year for BMW used car sales

BMW’s hydrogen-powered concept car comes to the UK

New BMW bike for children
Model enhancements for the BMW range




The new BMW Z4 2.0i Roadster
BMW is pleased to announce the arrival of the Z4 2.0i Roadster, a new entry-level model for the two-seater, open top sports car. Powered by a 150bhp engine, the new car is the first Z4 to be fitted with the lightweight four-cylinder powerplant built at Hams Hall in Warwickshire. The 1,995cc unit propels the Z4 from zero to 62mph in 8.2 seconds before going on to a top speed of 136mph. Torque is 200Nm at 3,600rpm.

Due on sale in the UK in May, the car’s commendable performance is due in part to the use of VANOS and VALVETRONIC technology.  VANOS decides when an engine’s valves are opened while VALVETRONIC determines by how much they open. The net result is improved engine performance in terms of power, economy and responsiveness.

Standard equipment on the Z4 2.0i will include 16-inch alloy wheels, Dynamic Stability Control and Automatic Air-conditioning. An SE version will add a fully automatic roof, front foglights, heated door mirrors and windscreen washer jets, and on-board computer.

The introduction of the Z4 2.0i Roadster brings the number of engine options in the model range to four and the number of BMW models powered by UK-built four-cylinder petrol engines to three (1 Series, 3 Series and Z4). Three six-cylinder engines with capacities of 2.2-litres, 2.5-litres and 3.0-litres complete the Z4 range with the new model making its first public appearance at the Geneva Motor Show on 1 March. Prices will be announced at a later date.

BMW residual values go from strength to strength….
Glass’s Guide, the industry used car valuers, has confirmed that the BMW 1 Series, X3 and Z4 all retain more of their original purchase value better than any competitor in their respective sector. Experts at Glass’s predict that a 120i Sport retains 46.9 per cent of its value after three years or 60,000miles. By comparison a Volkswagen Golf 2.0T FSI GTi, an Audi A3 2.0T FSI Sportback Quattro Sport and a SEAT Leon 1.8 20v Cupra R only retain 43.6 per cent, 44.1 per cent and 39.8 per cent respectively.

It’s a similar story when comparing the BMW X3 2.0d to its rivals. The BMW holds 50.5 per cent of its value after three years, 60,000miles while the Toyota RAV 4 2.0 D-4D retains only 48 per cent and the Honda CR-V 2.2 CDTi even less at 46.4 per cent. The BMW Z4 also surpasses the Alfa Romeo Spider, Chrysler Crossfire and, most impressively, the new Mercedes-Benz SLK in the residual stakes. A 2.2-litre powered roadster retains 53.2 per cent value after three years or 60,000miles while the Alfa only manages 41.1 per cent, the SLK 51.9 per cent and the Crossfire 35.6 per cent. 

Jim O’Donnell, Managing Director of BMW (GB) Ltd, said: “We are always delighted to hear independent research confirms our belief that BMW residual values are class leading. This proves customers can continue to buy new and used BMW’s safe in the knowledge their purchases will prove to be a valuable asset in the long term as well as being a fantastic car to drive.”

….and as a result it’s another record year for BMW used car sales
Following a record year in 2004 for new car sales with 102,200 new cars sold, BMW is pleased to announce that UK Approved Used Cars achieved record results. In 2004 74,402 used BMW’s were sold by BMW dealers, representing a 17 per cent growth compared to 2003. The most popular used car buy was a 318i.

BMW’s hydrogen-powered 7 Series concept car comes to the UK
BMW’s unique hydrogen-powered limousine, the 745hl, is coming to the UK. The near zero emission concept car will be one of the main attractions at the forthcoming Green by Design exhibition held at the Heritage Motor Centre in Gaydon, Warwickshire, which starts on 10 February, 2005. The show is the first permanent exhibition to look at how car design has evolved during the last 30 years to lessen its effect on the environment. In addition to the concept 745hl there will also be stand-alone displays of the V12 engine and a hydrogen cryogenic fuel tank, as well as a selection of other low carbon vehicles. Entrance to the exhibition costs adults £8, concessions £7, children 5-16 yrs £6, with under fives going free.

New BMW bike for children
Parents no longer need to spend more money on new bicycles for growing children thanks to an ingenious bike just launched by BMW. Called the BMW Kids’ Bike, the two-wheeler starts off life as a walker bike minus the pedals. In this guise children from as young as two and half years can master the feeling of balance. Once confident on two wheels some minor work adds pedals and a chain for greater mobility. In its final incarnation the bike can be ridden up to the age of six. Priced at £149, the BMW Kids’ Bike is available in either blue or red and can be ordered from all BMW dealers.

Model enhancements for the BMW range
The introduction of the ‘05’ registration in March heralds a range of model enhancements and price realignments for most models in the BMW range. For all BMW cars, except 1 Series models, BMW Assist will now come as standard on cars fitted with satellite navigation and Bluetooth phone preparation. The system includes a six month subscription and features emergency SOS call with Automatic Vehicle Location ability and the dial-up personal directory enquiries system BMW Information Plus.

As the most popular specification level in the 3 Series range, the ES standard of trim is being introduced on the 1 Series range. Featuring manual air-conditioning and 16-inch alloy wheels, the 116i ES will retail for £16,815, a 118i ES is £18,335, a 118d ES is £18,505 and a 120i ES will cost £19,495. The range-topping ES based on the 120d has an on-the-road price of £20,025. News of the introduction of ES trim comes as the rest of the 1 Series model range receives an average 1.4 per cent price increase.

Following revisions to the engine line-up all BMW 3 Series Coupé and Convertible petrol-powered cars are now EU4 compliant in both manual and automatic transmissions. The improvements in engine emissions comes at the same time as these models receive an average 0.2 per cent price increase.

The March changes on the 5 Series will witness an enhancement to the functionality of iDrive across the range thanks to the introduction of short cut keys displayed down the left-hand side of the screen. Now navigation on/off, navigation voice on/off and route criteria can all be changed by one click of the controller. Those owners upgrading to Professional Navigation will be able to make use of additional short cut icons such as destination input via the map and change of map view. The latter option now also includes perspective view for a bird’s eye display on the map and direction of travel. Pricing for 5 Series also increases in March by an average of 0.3 per cent.

Other models in the BMW range due to receive minor price increases are the Z4 with an average rise of 0.6 per cent and the X5 with 0.8 per cent. 

3 Series Coupe
 

	Model
	Mar 2005 OTR Price
	Increase July 2004 to March 2005

	318CiES
	£20,995
	0%

	318Ci SE
	£23,174
	0%

	318Ci Sport
	£24,350
	0%

	320Ci SE
	£24,885
	0.4%

	320Ci Sport
	£27,185
	0.4%

	325Ci SE
	£26,785
	0.4%

	325Ci Sport
	£29,085
	0.4%

	330Ci SE
	£29,635
	0.4%

	330Ci Sport
	£31,610
	0.3%

	330Ci Clubsport
	£33,460
	0.3%

	M3
	£41,150
	0%

	320Cd SE
	£24,950
	0%

	320Cd Sport
	£27,275
	0%

	330Cd SE
	£30,000
	0%

	330Cd Sport
	£31,950
	0%


3 Series Convertible
 

	Model
	Mar 2005 OTR Price
	% Increase July 2004 to March 2005

	318Ci SE
	£26,550
	0%

	318Ci Sport
	£27,725
	0%

	320Ci SE
	£28,060
	0.4%

	320Ci Sport
	£30,360
	0.4%

	325Ci SE
	£29,785
	0.4%

	325Ci Sport
	£32,110
	0.4%

	330Ci SE
	£32,660
	0.3%

	330Ci Sport
	£34,635
	0.3%

	M3
	£43,875
	0%

	320Cd SE
	£28,350
	0%

	320Cd Sport
	£30,675
	0%


5 Series Saloon
 

	 Model
	 Mar 2005 OTR Price
	% Increase July 2004 to March 2005

	523i SE
	 £26,350
	0%

	523i Sport
	£29,800
	0%

	525i SE 
	 £27,925
	0.9%

	525i Sport
	£31,375
	0.8%

	530i SE 
	 £31,975
	0.8%

	530i Sport
	£34,925
	0.8%

	545i SE
	 £42,420
	0.2%

	545i Sport
	£44,570
	0.2%

	525d SE
	 £28,395
	0.2%

	525d Sport
	£31,845
	0.2%

	530d SE 
	 £32,295
	0.2%

	530d Sport
	£35,245
	0.2%

	535d SE
	£36,645
	0.2%

	535d Sport
	£39,270
	0.2%


 

5 Series Touring
 

	 Model
	 Mar 2005 OTR Price
	% Increase July 2004 to March 2005

	523i SE
	£28,375
	0%

	523i Sport
	£31,825
	0%

	525i SE 
	 £29,950
	0.9%

	525i Sport
	£33,400
	0.9%

	530i SE
	£34,000
	0%

	530i Sport
	£36,950
	0%

	545i SE
	 £44,445
	0.2%

	545i Sport
	£46,595
	0.2%

	525d SE
	 £30,470
	0.2%

	525d Sport
	£33,920
	0.2%

	530d SE 
	 £34,345
	0.2%

	535d SE
	£38,670
	0.2%

	535d Sport
	£41,295
	0.2%


 

X5
 

	 Model
	Mar 2005 OTR Price
	% Increase July 2004 to March 2005

	3.0i SE
	£35,735
	0.8%

	3.0i Sport
	£37,685
	0.8%

	3.0d SE
	£36,110
	0.8%

	3.0d Sport
	£38,060
	0.8%

	4.4i SE
	£48,105
	0.8%

	4.4i Sport
	£48,780
	0.8%

	4.8is
	£58,445
	0.8%


Z4
 

	Model
	Mar 2005 OTR Price
	% Increase July 2004 to March 2005

	2.2i SE
	£24,845
	0.6%

	2.5i SE
	£27,560
	0.6%

	3.0i SE
	£31,835
	0.6%
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