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3.
Latest News on the BMW 3 Series.
3.1
BMW 3 Series Touring:
 
Harmony of Dynamism, 
 
Function and Comfort.

The fourth generation of the highly successful BMW 3 Series Touring 
is making its public debut at the 61st International Motor Show in Frankfurt. Sporting, variable and suited for nearly all transport requirements, the 
new 3 Series Touring is most definitely the most versatile 3 Series of all times. And at the same time it is the world’s most “open” estate car, with the 
huge panorama roof creating almost the same feeling as in a convertible.

Designed for Pure Driving Pleasure and Joy of Life.

With its long engine compartment lid and short overhangs, the 3 Series Touring stands out as a powerful sign of dynamism and agility expressing sheer driving pleasure at its best. Through its proportions and 
surface language alone, this car ranks unique within the BMW 3 Series.

To harmonise the dominating window areas at the rear of this estate with the dynamic look of a sporting saloon, the roof line tapers down softly to 
the rear end while the shoulder line rises up slightly to the back of the car.
Larger, More Powerful, More Versatile and Faster.

BMW’s fourth-generation 3 Series Touring comes with innovations clearly demonstrating its leading position: Even more powerful engines, a “faster” suspension for maximum joy of motoring, even more detailed solutions 
for the car’s occupants and luggage, as well as extra comfort all ensuring an even higher standard of product substance.

Without forfeiting the compact dimensions so similar of the 3 Series, 
the Touring is longer (+ 42 mm/1.65´´), wider (+ 78 mm/3.07´´), 
higher (+ 9 mm/0.35´´) and has a longer wheelbase (+ 35 mm/1.38´´) 
than its predecessor. Clearly, this benefits the car’s occupants, 
the luggage compartment, and the high standard of passive safety.

More Loading Space. Better Loading Ideas.

Obviously, the aficionado of the BMW Touring focuses particularly on the loading space offered by his car. And indeed, measuring the car’s loading space up to the upper edge of the backrest, capacity is up by 25 litres over the previous model to 460 litres or 16.1 cu ft. Folding down the 60 : 40 backrest, 
in turn, the driver benefits from an almost flat floor offering no less than 
1,385 litres or 48.5 cu ft of loading space – 40 litres more than on the former model.

Many detailed improvements in the 3 Series Touring giving the cus​tom​er 
even more practical benefits are perhaps even more significant in everyday motoring. One example is the optional Luggage Com​part​ment Package making the Touring even more practical and versatile. The highlight in this context is the reversible floor on top of the storage compartment beneath 
the loading area. A washable cover on the back of this floor panel folds 
out over the luggage compart​ment carpet and bumper to avoid scratches and contamination. An​other feature also provided in this case is the watertight folding box for dirty and wet items.

Opting for the ski-bag as a very functional extra, the driver is able to exchange this special module in the rear-seat backrest against other inserts such as a cooling box, whenever required.

Like the watertight folding box, nets for various items of luggage, an umbrella holder, bag holders and a 12-volt power takeoff significantly increase the 
car’s practical value. And since the Touring comes on puncture-proof runflat tyres, the usual recess otherwise used for the spare wheel within the 
luggage compartment now serves to provide additional storage space.

Rear Window with Comfort Opening. Low Loading Sill.

Opening separately, the rear window significantly facilitates the pro​cess of loading and unloading the Touring as well as the trans​porta​tion of long items. The comfort opening function incorporated in the luggage compartment, 
in turn, automatically moves up the roll cover when opening the rear window to provide quick and convenient access to the loading area. And to make 
the process of loading the luggage compartment even more convenient, the bumper comes with a deep recess at the rear, with the rear loading edge 
only 59 centimetres or 23.2´´ high.

The Interior: Two Characters in One.

The BMW 3 Series Touring combines two characters in one: It is a sports-oriented driving machine and, at the same time, a comfortable estate car with a generous feeling of space. All functions relevant to motoring requirements are integrated on or directly around the steer​ing wheel, and the most important driving and comfort information is presented directly in the driver’s line of vision. At the same time the front passenger likewise has optimum access to the comfort zone in the middle of the instrument panel.

BMW iDrive: the Superior Display and Control Concept.

Whenever the customer opts for a navigation system, he will also receive BMW’s superior iDrive display and control concept. The obvious features distinguishing iDrive at first sight from the “basic” cockpit are the Controller and the Control Monitor beneath the second binnacle. The driver thus 
benefits from ergonomically perfect control and display functions tailored to his requirements, with all information and comfort functions likewise being 
directly accessible to the front passenger.

Entering the Market with Five New Engines.

The BMW 3 Series Touring is entering the market with three petrol – 
320i, 325i, 330i – and two diesel – 320d and 330d – power units. All of these engines offer a significant increase in output, refinement and all-round economy, and will be followed later by the 318 and 318d four-cylinders. 
The 323i, in turn, will be available in markets outside of Europe. There will also be an all-wheel-drive version of the six-cylinder 325i, 330i, and 330d.

Powerful Six-Cylinders in the Touring.

The new straight-six in the top-of-the-range BMW 330i Touring is the lightest six-cylinder in-line power unit in its class, developing 20 kW/27 hp more 
power than its predecessor, with total output of 190 kW/258 hp. Maximum torque remains consistently at 300 Nm/221 lb-ft between 2,500 and 4,000 rpm.

The BMW 330i Touring accelerates to 100 km/h in 6.4 seconds and completes the sprint from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear in 6.9 seconds. 
Top speed is limited to 250 km/h or 155 mph, with fuel consumption of 8.9 litres/100 km (equal to 31.7 mpg Imp) in the combined EU cycle.

The straight-six in the 325i Touring also offers more power than before: 160 kW/218 hp at 6,500 rpm (+ 19 kW/26 hp) and maximum torque 
of 250 Nm/184 lb-ft from 2,750 all the way to 4,250 rpm (+ 5 Nm/3.7 lb-ft) boost this superior performer to pole position against its competitors. 

On the road this means top speed of 243 km/h or 151 mph, acceleration from 0–100 km/h in 7.2 seconds, and 80–120 km/h in fourth gear in 7.9 seconds.

BMW 320i with Four High-Power Cylinders.

Featuring VALVETRONIC and double-VANOS, the 2.0-litre four-cylinder develops maximum output of 110 kW/150 hp combined with peak torque of 200 Nm/147 lb-ft at 3,600 rpm. This provides superior acceleration from 
0–100 km/h in 9.4 seconds, with top speed of 218 km/h or 135 mph on just 7.6 litres/100 km (37.2 mpg Imp).

Sports Diesels with Four and Six Cylinders.

Featuring the latest common rail technology and turbochargers with variable turbine geometry, BMW’s new diesels are even more dynamic and sporting than their already powerful predecessors. Like all versions of the new 3 Series Touring, both diesel models naturally fulfil the EU4 emission norm and come as standard with a diesel particle filter.

The top-of-the-range 330d Touring diesel develops 170 kW/231 hp and 500 Nm/369 lb-ft maximum torque from 1,750–3,000 rpm from six cylinders, with a top speed of 248 km/h or 154 mph. Despite its sporting performance, with acceleration to 100 km/h in 6.8 seconds, fuel consumption is 
very moderate indeed at just 6.7 litres/100 km, equal to 42.2 mpg Imp.

Irresistible power is also the attribute of BMW’s most muscular four-cylinder 
in the 320d Touring: 120 kW/163 hp and 340 Nm/251 lb-ft set the benchmark in this class, with acceleration to 100 km/h in just 8.6 seconds. Top speed is 223 km/h or 138 mph, with fuel consumption of just 5.9 litres/100 kilometres or 47.9 mpg Imp.

All versions of the 3 Series Touring come as standard with a six-speed manual gearbox. Six-speed automatic transmission, in turn, is available as an option.

Top Technology for Even Better Driving Dynamics.

The new Touring comes with the most agile suspension in its class. Combined with the engine fitted lengthwise at the front, rear-wheel 
drive and very good axle load distribution, BMW’s sports estate is once 
again increasing its leadership in the market. The chassis and suspension 
of the 3 Series Touring are the same as on the Saloon, but re-tuned 
to meet the requirements of this particular estate model.

The new double-joint front axle made of aluminium ensures an opti​mum balance of driving dynamics and motoring comfort. Particularly striking features are the superior tracking stability and the extremely low roll noise. 
And despite the use of lightweight materials and tech​nology, the suspension makes a significant contribution to the car’s superior stiffness. The five-arm rear axle also serves to provide supreme agility and sports handling on the road, ensuring precise wheel guidance combined with very good roll comfort.

Latest Generation of DSC.

DSC Dynamic Stability Control of the latest generation ensures an even higher standard of safety on the road. In the six-cylinder models DSC is further enhanced by additional functions such as Dry Braking, Brake Standby, a Set-Off Assistant, Soft-Stop, and Trailer Stability Control (see also Section12).

Active Steering: Unique in this Class.

The new BMW 3 Series Touring is the only midrange estate saloon to offer an active steering system: Available on all six-cylinder models, BMW Active Steering improves the car’s agility and, as a result, its already high standard of driving pleasure. At low speeds the trans​mission ratio is more direct, at high speeds more indirect, making the entire steering process even easier, safer and more agile. When necessary, Active Steering also supports the driver 
by correcting the steering angle. And last but certainly not least, it facilitates everyday driving conditions by reducing the number of turns on the steering wheel when parking and in city traffic.

Passive Safety.

Intelligent lightweight engineering makes the body of the car even stiffer and stronger: Without putting on any extra weight over the former model, 
the body of the new 3 Series Touring is 25 per cent stiffer through the use of upgraded steel and steel moulding and forming technologies as well as 
a truss concept for the car’s load-bearing structure. It almost goes without saying that the 3 Series Touring is designed and built for the best result – 
five stars – in the European EuroNCAP crash test.

Apart from optimised belt systems, the occupant safety concept comes as standard with no less than six airbags: driver, front passenger, hip, thorax and curtain head airbags. Optimum child safety is ensured by ISOFIX anchoring points on the front pas​senger’s seat and the two outer seats at the rear. 
When a baby-shell is fitted opposite to the direction of travel on the front passenger’s seat, the front passenger’s airbag may naturally be deactivated.

Optimum Heating and Climate Comfort.

Compared with the competition, the air conditioning in the 3 Series Touring warms up and cools down the interior more quickly than in any other car. Optimum climate comfort is offered by automatic air conditioning available as an option, allowing separate control of climate conditions at the rear left to right. And for the first time in its class, the 3 Series is available with sunblinds on the rear side windows.

Perfect Sound Control for Optimum Audio Quality.

Featured as standard in the 3 Series Touring, the stereo system uses the luggage compartment as a resonance chamber and, through its precisely balanced performance, once again sets the standard in this class.

The audio system is further enhanced by the optional HiFi system and, of course, by BMW's HiFi Professional featuring the top-end LOGIC7 concept. Both of these systems offer a level of audio quality never seen before in this segment of the market.

3.2
BMW 3 Series All-Wheel Drive:                 The BMW 3 Series with xDrive, the Intelligent All-Wheel-Drive System.

BMW’s second world debut at the 61st Frankfurt Motor Show is the new BMW 3 Series with the BMW xDrive all-wheel-drive system being presented to the public for the first time. Together with the BMW 5 Series and the X3 
and X5 Sports Activity Vehicles, the BMW 3 Series is now becoming BMW’s fourth model series equipped with intelligent all-wheel-drive technology thus making its entry into the midrange segment for the first time. This high-quality all-wheel-drive system is available in the six-cylinder 325xi, 330xi, and 330xd. 

Featuring this supreme technology, the proverbial sportiness of the 3 Series 
is intelligently enhanced by supreme traction for even greater agility, 
driving safety and motoring stability.

Given the intelligence of this unique system, the driver benefits from the advantages of four drive wheels precisely when he needs them. At the same time the system avoids the disadvantages of conventional all-wheel drive – which is precisely why the BMW 3 Series equipped with xDrive shows virtually the same agile behaviour in everyday traffic as a 3 Series with rear-wheel 
drive only.

With the exception of the modifications required for all-wheel drive, the chassis and suspension is the same as on the “basic” model. Reflecting the needs 
of all-wheel drive, the xDrive models come as standard with 17-inch (instead 
of 16-inch) light-alloy wheels running on 225/50 tyres.

BMW xDrive in the 3 Series is fundamentally the same as in the X3 and X5 for which the system was originally developed. The hardware and software, however, have been adjusted to the specific require​ments of both the 3 Series Saloon and the Touring. For reasons of the car’s package, for example, 
the drive chain on the power divider has been replaced by a spur gear.

BMW xDrive Thinking and Acting Independently.

Introducing the intelligent xDrive all-wheel-drive system, BMW is setting 
new standards in terms of both traction and agility. Like in BMW’s other models, xDrive in the 3 Series allows infinitely variable distribution of drive forces between the front and rear axle operating at a speed never seen 
before. The system immediately re​cognises the need for redistributing the power on the wheels and responds extremely quickly. In a dynamic bend, 
for example, xDrive always feeds optimum drive power to the appropriate axle, signifi​cantly reducing any tendency of the car to under- or oversteer.

The BMW 3 Series with xDrive thus offers the driver significant improvements in terms of agility, driving pleasure, and active safety all in one. The heart 
of xDrive is the power divider with its electronically con​trolled multiple-plate coupling. Downstream from the manual gear​box or automatic transmission, the power divider splits up drive power as required through management of the infinitely controlled multiple-plate coupling between the rear and 
front axle. Power is conveyed to the front axle by a three-piece spur gear set. 

With torque being distributed according to current requirements with​in just 
a few milliseconds, the driver will normally not even notice the change in power distribution. The actual distribution of power as such is infinitely variable through the entire range from 0–100 per cent and, conversely, from 
100–0 per cent, meaning that in an extreme case the front and rear axles will be completely disconnect​ed or, conversely, connected rigidly to one 
another. In that case a rigid connection acts in the same way as a 100 per cent longitudinal lock with conventional all-wheel drive. Under normal straight-ahead motion, 60 per cent of the drive power goes to the rear axle, 40 per cent to the front.

Closely Networked with DSC, xDrive Even Looks Ahead.

xDrive is networked directly with the DSC dynamic control system, 
using information from DSC and acting more quickly than other sys​tems simply because it quite literally looks ahead.

Taking data from the yaw rate sensor (rotational motion around the car’s vertical axis), the steering angle sensor (steering wheel lock) and the wheel sensors, lateral acceleration and engine data, xDrive is able to determine 
the car’s current driving condition at a very early point in time. So that then, looking ahead, it is able to distribute drive power perfectly between the 
front and rear axle.

Apart from a significant improvement of both agility and driving plea​sure, xDrive enhances motoring safety to a much higher level than before. 
Precisely this is why BMW’s primary DSC dynamic control system is now able to wait much longer than on conventional all-wheel drive before intervening 
in many driving situations.

Being networked with DSC, xDrive also acts as a transverse lock. This forced distribution of power to both front and, respectively, rear wheels is made possible by electronic intervention in the brakes: As soon as a wheel starts to spin without conveying power, the brakes are applied accordingly to slow down the wheel. Then the differential in the axle drive is able to feed more power to the opposite wheel.

DTC for Sports and Snow, HDC for a Controlled Descent.

Acting and reacting instantaneously, xDrive also provides enormous advantages in terms of traction, redistribution of drive forces to the wheels with grip taking only a few milliseconds.

BMW’s DTC Dynamic Traction Control incorporated in DSC remains fully functional also with xDrive. The big advantage of DTC is that it allows 
more slip and, accordingly, a larger drift angle under extreme conditions, for example on loose snow or for a very sporting and dynamic style of motoring.

On-demand HDC Hill Descent Control greatly facilitates the process of driving downhill under difficult conditions: Without the driver having to intervene, 
the BMW 3 Series with xDrive, thanks to inter​vention of the brakes on all four wheels, is able to proceed downhill consistently at slightly more than walking pace.

3.3
BMW 3 Series Saloon: 
New Models and the
New M Sports Package.

Even more diesel power for the 3 Series Saloon.

Nine months after the world debut of the new 3 Series Saloon, the entry-level 318i petrol and the two 318d and 330d diesel models are now rounding off the model range. It almost goes without saying that the new engines meet the strict requirements of the EU4 emission standard.

Boasting BMW’s 3.0-litre diesel engine in the 330d, the Saloon has the most powerful diesel ever seen in the 3 Series: Output from this six-cylinder power unit is a significant 170 kW/231 hp at 4,000 rpm, with thrilling development of power and muscle provided by maxi​mum torque of 500 Nm or 369 lb-ft between 1,750 and 3,000 rpm. This means very impressive power reserves from very low speeds.

The 330d Saloon accelerates from 0–100 km/h in just 6.7 seconds and has a top speed of 250 km/h or 155 mph. Despite this superior performance, fuel consumption is just 6.5 litres of diesel fuel on 100 kilometres in the composite EU cycle (equal to 43.5 mpg Imp).

The new 318d Saloon, in turn, rounds off the diesel portfolio at the bottom end, the four-cylinder power unit developing maximum output of 90 kW/122 hp at 4,000 rpm. Maximum torque of 280 Nm or 206 lb-ft, in turn, comes in a low speed range of just 1,750–2,000 rpm, giving the 318d unusually good acceleration and flexibility for a car of its kind: Acceleration from 0–100 km/h comes in 10.6 seconds, from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear in 
9.3 seconds, and top speed is 206 km/h or 128 mph. Fuel consumption in the combined EU cycle, in turn, is a mere 5.6 litres/100 kilometres or 50.4 mpg Imp.
The Entry-Level Engine: BMW 318i Saloon.

The 318i is based on BMW's 2.0-litre four-cylinder petrol engine. De​veloping maximum output of 95 kW/129 hp and peak torque of 180 Nm/133 lb-ft, 
this superior power unit again ensures sporting per​form​ance leaving the competition in this class clearly behind: Acce​leration from a standstill to 
100 km/h comes in 10.0 seconds; ace​leration from 80–120 km/h in fourth gear takes just 10.9 seconds.

Top speed of 208 km/h or 129 mph, plus average fuel consumption of 7.3 litres/100 km (38.7 mpg Imp) are further facts speaking clearly in favour of the “smallest” 3 Series.

Extra Safety when Towing a Trailer.

When equipped with a trailer towing hook, both the Saloon and Tour​ing versions of the BMW 3 Series offer additional safety with a trailer ensured by Trailer Stability Control integrated in the latest generation of DSC. 
This function recognises the risk of the car and trailer possi​bly starting to sway and automatically intervenes whenever neces​sary. The system does this so early and discreetly that the driver will generally not even notice the assistance he is receiving. So only if Trailer Stability Control is no longer sufficient to counter a potentially dangerous situation will DSC intervene by applying the brakes harder than would otherwise be the case.

The trailer towing hook itself also makes life easier for the driver: All you have to do to move up the hook from the underfloor of the 3 Se​ries is press 
a button in the luggage compartment. Then, after arriv​ing at your destination, you simply push back the towing hook be​neath the car where it latches in position.

Even More Sporting Performance with the M Sports Package.

The optional M Sports Package highlights the sporting side of the 3 Series Saloon and Touring, enabling the customer to personalise his car to an 
even higher standard. Inter alia, the M Sports Package com​prises a sporting suspension set-up, the Aerodynamics Package (front and rear air dams) 
and side-sills (with foglamps), as well as ex​clusive light-alloy wheels 
(17 or 18 inches) with different-sized tyres front and rear.

Inside the car, the M Sports Package highlights sports seats and the M leather sports steering wheel as its two most important features. Special aluminium trim strips in Glacier Silver, the M footrest as well as M door entry strips round off the Package.





































