PAGE  
BMW
Media
Information

9/2006
Page 18

[image: image1.png]


2.
The Concept:
Fascinating Combination of Agility and Versatility.

•
Driving dynamics and elegance in a new segment.
•
Modern combination of function and refinement.
•
The BMW X3: the premium offer in its segment.
The story of the BMW X3 is a story of success, the story of an all-round talent.

In the process of developing the BMW X3, the challenge was to combine particularly attractive features in an innovative, unprecedented manner. 
So with its generous and, at the same time, flexible interior, the BMW X3 lives up to the practical needs and requirements of everyday motoring at all times, naturally also offering unlimited driving pleasure through its agile and effortless handling.

As a particularly agile Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV), the BMW X3 combines dynamic driving characteristics on the road with all the traction benefits 
of BMW’s intelligent xDrive all-wheel-drive system also on rough terrain.

Yet another point is that this very special robustness is combined with sporting and elegant body design as well as top quality in the finish of the vehicle and exclusive materials creating a genuine premium ambience inside. As a result, the new BMW X3 meets the demanding and, at the same time, diverse expectations of a modern and active target group.

The SAV: versatility in its most fascinating form.

The particular style and character of an SAV comes out above all in its modern and emotional body design as well as dynamic driving qualities. 
And indeed, the clear distinction versus the conventional offroader and SUV is the key to the success of the BMW X-Series.

It was BMW itself that created the SAV segment through the introduction of the BMW X5, the first vehicle of its kind with sporting and elegant design language as well as the driving dynamics so typical of a BMW, thus setting 
a new benchmark in the market.

The BMW X3 then took up this fascinating concept, applying the philosophy to a more compact vehicle with smaller exterior dimensions.

Ever since, the very concept of versatility has been defined in a much broader sense than ever before. Because here the generous interior, five comfortable seats and ample space for all kinds of transport requirements are combined with permanent all-wheel drive for superior performance both on the road and off the beaten track.

But at the same time, a BMW SAV has even more to offer: Long-distance grand touring comfort and the joy of sporting and active motoring in a unique vehicle, as well as the thrill of elegant looks, premium flare, and supreme comfort. 

BMW is indeed the only car maker in the world able to offer two models with this unique combination of outstanding fortes.

The BMW X3 – an SAV leading the market in the offroad segment.

Within a very short time, the BMW X3 has developed into an outstanding performer in international automobile markets and is already one of the most popular all-wheel-drive vehicles in many countries the world over.

Within just 21∕2 years, more than 260,000 units of the BMW X3 have been delivered to customers worldwide. Accounting for a market share of 
11.4 per cent in 2005, the X3 has already taken over the leading position in the offroad market in Germany. Indeed, this outstanding success of the 
BMW X3 and BMW’s intelligent xDrive all-wheel-drive system enabled BMW to sell more all-wheel-drive cars worldwide in 2005 than any other manufacturer in the premium segment.

The new BMW X3 is the consistent evolution of the SAV concept, thus offering everything required to powerfully continue this unique story 
of success. Through body design carefully upgraded with a clear view on all relevant details, and with a high-class interior finish, the sporting 
and elegant look of the BMW X3 now comes out even more strongly and convincingly than ever before.

The new BMW X3 also raises the standard once again in driving 
dynamics, its new engines allowing a level of performance far superior to the conventional standard in this segment. 

Clearly, therefore, the BMW X3 remains the exception in this segment of the premium class – and more than ever before, this unique vehicle is destined for the active and discerning motorist who truly appreciates superior drive technology, versatility, driving dynamics, and the highest level of quality in finish.
These are precisely the discerning connoisseurs who will genuinely enjoy the new BMW X3 with its sporting spirit, spontaneity and independence on the highest level of perfection.
3.
Design:
Unmistakable, Striking,
Dynamic.

•
Agility and dynamics visible at first sight.
•
Signals of power: horizontal lines and proportions.
•
High-quality bumper design accentuating the supreme 
 
elegance of the BMW X3.
The new BMW X3 comes in truly unique design language. Indeed, 
the design of the vehicle reflects its unmistakable character and unparalleled driving qualities in every respect.

The design and appearance of the body therefore stands for “Sheer Driving Pleasure” in the truest sense of the word – agility and style, class and performance. The dynamic and, at the same time, striking look of the new BMW X3 is an essential feature of this outstanding Sports Activity Vehicle. 
And in re-designing the front, side, and rear sections, BMW’s designers have focused consistently on the ongoing evolution of the vehicle’s characteristic proportions and lines.

Six-eye face as a clear symbol of power.

An outstanding feature of all BMW X-models is their so-called “six-eye face”. So on the new BMW X3, the front section is characterised by sophisticated dual circular headlights with corona parking light rings, light sources and reflectors behind clear glass forming a direct visual connection to the X3’s foglamps.  

At the same time your eyes follow a distinctive line moving down diagonally from top to bottom and extending to the outside into the wheels.

This line alone accentuates the wide track of the new BMW X3 and creates the impression of a dynamic vehicle crouching powerfully on the road. The foglamps are housed appropriately in the lower bumpers, taking on the function of a third pair of eyes in the face of the new BMW X3. And finally this picture is underlined by the front air dam beneath the bumper finished in body colour.

Three colour variants for the grid bars in the BMW kidney grille.

The BMW kidney grille with its robust grid bars is now larger than before. 
And depending on the model variant, the bars come in different colours: 
On the four-cylinder models they are finished in black. On the new BMW X3 3.0sd the grid bars come in striking titanium, light. And on the other six-cylinder versions of the BMW X3, the grid bars are finished in Graphite metallic. 

Both front and rear, the bumpers on the new BMW X3 are clearly split into two levels. And at the same time they are largely finished in body colour as a clear sign of sporting elegance. Only the protective elements particularly exposed to bumps and impacts are made of especially robust black plastic.

The optionally available headlight cleaning units are integrated harmoniously into the front section of the vehicle, extending out only upon activation of the cleaning system and then moving back again automatically.

Stretched side line demonstrating the forward-pushing dynamism 
of the BMW X3. 

Seen from the side, the BMW X3 stands out in particular through its 
discreet wedge shape between the A- and C-pillars, a special highlight further accentuated by the contour of the lower character line. 

The character line extends from the front to the rear bumper, clearly stretching the new BMW X3 throughout its entire length. Rising up slightly to the rear, this line also creates the impression of forward-pressing motion, accentuating the dynamic and agile look of the vehicle in the process. And last but not least, the bumpers harmoniously link the side panels with the front and rear ends.

Unmistakable: horizontal lines and LED light rods at the rear.

The rear section of the BMW X3 has also been renewed in its look and design: Finished in body colour, the rear panels and the soft transitions to the rear bumper create an elegant but nevertheless powerful look. The rear air dam, 
in turn, smoothly surrounds the bumper at the side, optically reducing the transition from one element to the other at the rear and serving at the same time as an efficient spoiler.

The striking shape of the rear-light clusters is typical of all BMW X-models, 
the new inner graphics in the rear lights extending horizontally from one side to the other. Behind clear glass covers, three LED-fed light rods ensure a striking night design, the particular graphics of the rear lights also serving as a typical sign of distinction characterising the BMW brand.

Lower down within the bumper unit, the rear end of the BMW X3 is agile and light in its special look. The dominance of horizontal lines at the rear emphasising the sheer width of the vehicle gives the new BMW X3 a powerful look also from this perspective. And as a particular sign of distinction on 
the BMW X3 3.0sd, attractive 18-inch wheels, the sporting rear air dam, and the extra-large dual tailpipes are truly ideal eye-catchers.

4.
Interior:
Versatile, Practical, Refined.

•
Elegant design and top-class materials.
•
Decorative trim and unique colours for personalisation.
•
Maximum luggage capacity 1,560 litres or 54.6 cubic feet.
The redesigned interior makes a significant contribution to the even stronger and more distinctive premium character of the new BMW X3. Smooth, 
gentle shapes and transitions from one interior section to the other continue the harmonious lines of the vehicle’s body, conveying this unique style 
to the interior. 

This soft geometry and flow of lines is an element of both style and order, accentuating the lightness of the interior in every detail. The result is a perfect combination of sound functionality and refined design, each and every detail bearing testimony to the high level of quality applied to both the selection and finish of all materials.

Metal, leather, and exclusive cloth: quality you see and feel.

Significant ground clearance and the elevated, commanding seating position naturally still characterise the unique driving experience in the BMW X3. 
The dashboard boasts new decorative trim taking up the trim surfaces on the centre console in its colour and material. 

Galvanised metal on the door handles and air conditioning controls, exclusive leather and cloth variants, stylish colour schemes and patterns on the roof lining, as well as leatherette surfaces with a stylish surface grain all reflect the exquisite character of the sophisticated and elegant interior in genuine style.

The new three-spoke steering wheels and generous storage boxes integrated in the door linings also support the significant impression of high quality through their looks and surface touch. Indeed, this truly outstanding solidity reflects the style of a modern generation of motorists, discerning individuals who use their vehicle for many purposes but always wish to enjoy a refined ambience.

Exclusive ambience in the top model.

Within the cockpit, the two main circular dials are housed within one 
common binnacle in typical BMW style. The optional 16 : 9 colour monitor of the navigation system comes right in the middle of the instrument panel, automatically folding up when in use.

Particularly the new BMW X3 3.0sd offers a very exclusive ambience within 
the interior and especially around the driver, pedals with stainless steel trim 
being among the standard features. The speedometer gauge on all six-cylinder models goes all the way to 260 km/h or 160 mph, the speedo scale in the cockpit of the BMW X3 3.0sd continuing up another 10 km/h to reflect 
this model’s supreme performance.

New detailed solutions: practical value, refined design.

Various storage boxes within the instrument panel offer ample space for odds and ends, supplementing the generously designed, extra-large pockets in the doors. The driver has his own cupholder in the centre console for conveniently holding bottles, cans or cups, the front passenger has a cupholder with push-push function integrated in the instrument panel.

This very elegant solution is only one example of how the new BMW X3 combines practical value with refined design. The switches controlling the electric window lifts and the exterior mirrors, finally, are integrated in the armrests for safe and convenient operation.

Wide range of options for customisation.

Four trim and equipment variants, ten exterior colours, six trim colours, and five trim variants offer a wide range of options in customising the new BMW X3. 

As an alternative to the “standard” version, the new BMW X3 is also available as an option with sports or comfort seats, with the customer able to order seat upholstery in leather, leatherette, cloth, or a combination of cloth and leather. The seat upholstery material chosen in each case also comes on the centre console, the armrests, and door linings.

The trim colours Black, Grey or Sand Beige create a calmer, more 
subdued atmosphere, while Terracotta, Anthracite or Tobacco arouse a more accentuated mood. 

Appropriate choice of decorative trim also allows the customer to express his or her personal style, benefiting from all kinds of features ranging from classic and elegant wood trim all the way to a particularly sporting aluminium look.

Electrically operated front seats with a memory function are also available as an option. ISOFIX child seat holders on the front passenger’s seat and on 
the two outer rear seats are also available as optional extras, allowing the user to quickly, safely and conveniently fit appropriate child seats to the anchoring points within the car. But the option naturally remains to use conventional child seats as well.

Spacious and variable: the luggage compartment.

The rear of the new BMW X3 boasts a spacious and variable luggage compartment. Storage capacity beneath the luggage compartment cover is an ample 480 litres or 16.8 cubic feet. To enlarge this capacity, the symmetrically folding rear seat bench may be tilted down either in part or completely, creating luggage capacity of no less than 930 litres or 32.6 cubic feet up to the lower edge of the windows. And when loaded up to the roof lining, 
the new BMW X3 offers maximum storage space of no less than 1,560 litres or 54.6 cubic feet.

The large tailgate swinging far up for easy access and the low loading sill facilitate the process of loading the vehicle and accommodating bulky objects.

As an option, the BMW X3 comes with an innovative ski-bag, an unfastening lever allowing the user to conveniently remove the ski-bag module whenever required, for example for drying and cleaning. And he can then use 
the space available for other modules such as a storage compartment, cupholders, or a cooling box.





































