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12.
Features and Equipment:
Innovation and Luxury Class Style.

•
Xenon headlights, Headlight Assistant, Bending Lights.
•
First SAV with Head-Up Display.
•
Back-up camera with interactive track lines and zoom function.
The fascinating experience offered by the new BMW X5 results not only from the actual process of motoring in supreme style. Rather, the mere looks of BMW’s new model and the sophisticated ambience inside the vehicle clearly confirm that this is a superior premium model right at the top of the SAV segment, numerous features within the refined and functional interior boasting trendsetting solutions in ergonomically meaningful and comfort-oriented design.

Over and above these features outstanding from the start, the wide range 
of options comprises numerous innovations offered for the first time in an SAV. These include innovations in technology ensuring significant progress 
in motoring comfort, function, and safety. Indeed, this again underlines the unique character of the new BMW X5 as a vehicle setting new benchmarks 
in its segment in terms of both driving dynamics and exclusivity.

Xenon headlights with daytime, Adaptive and Bending Lights.

In conjunction with xenon headlights available as an option, the new 
BMW X5 comes with a choice of several highly innovative light technologies, 
Adaptive Headlights, Bending Lights, and daytime operation of the 
lights ensuring optimum illumination of the road ahead and better recognition 
of the vehicle at all times.

The daytime driving mode uses the corona light rings in the dual round headlights, the rings on the two inner high-beam headlights providing 
a particularly intense light 100 times brighter than regular parking lights. 
When activated on the new BMW X5, however, the parking lights 
use all four rings in the dual round headlights with the same intensity.

The daytime lights enhance visibility of the vehicle particularly from a longer distance and thus improve driving safety in the process. Compared with normal low-beam headlights, energy consumption in the daytime lights mode is down more than 50 per cent. A further attractive point offered by the 
corona rings acting as daytime lights is that the vehicle is not only easier to see and more visible, but can also be identified at first sight as a BMW.

The Adaptive Headlights illuminate the road ahead as a function of the steering angle, the headlights following bends in the road and improving visibility precisely on the upcoming section ahead of the vehicle.

Yet a further function offered together with Adaptive Headlights is Bending Lights integrated in the foglamps: Whenever the driver takes a bend, 
the inner foglamp in the bend is automatically activated, an additional reflector then serving to illuminate the road in the direction the driver is taking. 
As a result, Bending Lights extend the 15° area of illumination covered by the Adaptive Headlights by enlarging the angle of illumination up to 90°.

High-Beam Assist for optimum visibility at night.

High-Beam Assist, also available as an option in the new BMW X5 ensures additional comfort when driving at night, automatically switching off the high beam as soon as oncoming traffic is approaching, the distance to 
a vehicle driving ahead drops below a certain point, or the road is sufficiently illuminated, for example in a built-up area. Conversely, the system 
also switches automatically whenever appropriate from low to high beam.

High-Beam Assist is masterminded by a camera integrated in the interior mirror and monitoring both the level of brightness and traffic conditions. 
An evaluation unit then sends appropriate signals to a module switching the lights on or off as required.

High-Beam Assist is activated automatically when switching on the headlights, and is deactivated by the stalk on the steering column, with the driver 
still having the option to control the high and low beams manually as desired. Through its automatic operation, however, the High-Beam Assist guarantees 
a higher standard of safety, enabling the driver to concentrate fully on road traffic while the Assistant works efficiently on its own.

Making its debut in the SAV segment: Head-Up Display in the 
BMW X5.

The new BMW X5 is available as an option with a Head-Up Display, information relevant to the driver such as the road speed of the car or navigation data being presented directly in the driver’s line of vision 
and therefore in an ergonomically particularly favourable position on the windscreen.

Via the Control Display, the driver is to choose the information he would like to receive, saving personal settings such as the brightness of the Display 
or the position of the image in the Key/Car Memory, while the intensity of projection automatically adjusts to ambient light conditions.

Enabling the driver to take up important information without taking his eyes 
off the road, the Head-Up Display serves to enhance driving safety to an even higher standard. Indeed, the system makes the entire process of driving 
the car less tiring, since the driver is required far less often to re-focus his eyes.

Back-up camera: everything in sight.

Supplementing PDC Park Distance Control, the BMW X5 comes for the first time with a back-up camera fitted almost invisibly above the rear numberplate and providing a wide-angle view of the rear end on the Central Display within the BMW X5. 

This system facilitates both parking and manoeuvring, particularly in confined spaces or areas difficult to see. 

The back-up camera is activated automatically together with PDC by shifting to reverse or manually by pressing the Parking button in the cockpit, 
the Control Display then clearly showing the driver the area behind the vehicle in a coloured, optimised view providing the right perspective. Graphics superimposed on the video image facilitate the process of manoeuvring, interactive track lines, for example, presenting the space required 
in advance and the optimum trajectory in entering a parking space. 

These graphic elements are permanently adjusted to the position of the steering wheel and the vehicle itself, additional static lines presenting 
the closest possible turning circle on the road as a particularly helpful feature when backing-up into a roadside parking space. Coloured obstacle 
markings in the camera image based on PDC ultrasound signals, in turn, 
make it easier for the driver to register obstacles and tight points.

A special function enlarges the image area to the full size of the screen as a function of speed: At low speeds this presents an area extending from the rear bumper all the way to the horizon, at high speeds the lower point of presentation is about 1 metre or 3.3 feet above the ground, the upper point is significantly above the horizon.

Using the back-up camera is particularly helpful when hooking up a trailer, 
the zooming function serving to enlarge the size of the image around the trailer hook. Special static lines in the image then assist the driver in properly assessing the distance from the trailer hook, an interactive docking line related to the position and angle of the steering wheel allowing a precise 
approach to the trailer hook itself. And in cold weather, finally, the camera lens is automatically heated to keep the entire system free of snow and ice.

Multifunction steering wheel for quick and convenient control.

In every car, the steering wheel rim is the interface between man and machine, giving the driver spontaneous feedback on road conditions and the behaviour of his vehicle. So to make sure that the driver is not distracted from the primary process of driving his vehicle by having to operate the audio system or telephone, the new BMW X5 comes as standard with a multifunction steering wheel.

The “basic” steering wheel on the new BMW X5 is in three-spoke design and features a steering wheel rim in leather with an ergonomically optimised grab area, multifunction switches and two freely programmable buttons available for covering various functions over and above the telephone and audio system.

A sports steering wheel smaller in diameter is available as an option, 
featuring leather trim and a decal bar. And to provide the final touch, both steering wheels are available with a heated wheel rim.

Four-zone automatic air conditioning for enhanced personal comfort.

Automatic air conditioning is yet another standard feature boasted in the new BMW X5 – and as an option two special versions with either two- or four-
zone automatic air conditioning are available for an even higher level of comfort and motoring pleasure.

Two-zone automatic air conditioning allows individual temperature control for the driver and font passenger, with air distribution being controlled either automatically or manually on the left and right. A further feature is the choice of various levels of air conditioning – soft, medium, or intense.

Four-zone air conditioning enhances these settings by offering the same control at the rear, using a separate control panel for this purpose. 
In this case air vents in the B-pillars supplement the system, ensuring optimum distribution of air also on the rear seats.

To ensure the same standard of heating comfort on the diesel model as 
on the gasoline versions of the new BMW X5, heater output on board the BMW X5 3.0d is optimised by means of an electric air heater. 

Active front-seat ventilation.

Active ventilation of the front seats ensures additional comfort and well-
being in hot weather, thus also helping to enhance the standard of safety, since an optimised seat climate keeps driver fatigue to a minimum.

Adjustment of ventilation intensity in three stages and appropriate distribution of air between the seat bottom and backrest is handled by BMW iDrive. 
Fans integrated in the foam sections of the seats distribute interior air throughout the seat surface and, from there, through the permeable seat heating layer and the perforated leather upholstery to the outside of the 
seats. To prevent any risk of under-cooling, the seat heating integrated in the system is automatically switched on when required.

Lights Package for an exclusive ambience inside the new BMW X5.

A new interior lights concept makes sure that driving the BMW X5 in the dark is an equally unique experience the driver and passengers will enjoy in 
a truly pleasant and exclusive ambience. Two footwell lights at the front are fitted as standard, two additional lights at the rear are available as an 
option, and the four door handle recesses inside the BMW X5 are illuminated indirectly whenever the headlights are on. Even the areas around the door pockets are bathed in emotional, indirect light by a light bar integrated in the door lining.

Installation of LED lights in the door panels and outer handles also serves to optimise the illumination of the area around the vehicle, the space required for getting into and out of the new BMW X5 being consistently and smoothly illuminated when opening the doors. And to facilitate the process of getting into the vehicle in the dark, the illumination may be activated from the start when unlocking the doors.

Comfort Access: starting the engine without even touching the key.

Optional Comfort Access enables the driver of the new BMW X5 to unlock his vehicle and start the engine without even touching the key. All he has to do is carry the key to the car in, say, his pocket or briefcase, central locking then opening the door locks when the driver or one of the passengers pulls a door handle. This mechanism is activated as soon as a signal transmitter integrated in the key to the vehicle comes within a radius of 1.5 metres from the door handle operated by the driver or one of the passengers.

Then, once inside the vehicle, the driver is able to start the engine as soon 
as the key to the new BMW X5 is within the passenger compartment, without having to insert the transmitter key into the shaft next to the steering wheel. Instead, all he has to do is press down the brake pedal and press the start/stop button in order to start the engine. A further point is that the vehicle 
cannot be locked as long as the key is still within the passenger compartment.

Key preserving the driver’s personal profile.

Taking delivery of his or her new BMW X5, the owner receives two remote control keys able to save and retrieve the personal profiles and comfort settings of various users. For further convenience, a number of personal settings may be saved individually and retrieved when unlocking the vehicle: sound settings in the audio system, radio station settings, radio settings 
in general, programming of favourite buttons by BMW iDrive, language presented in the Control Display, air conditioning data (temperature, 
air distribution), seat, mirror and steering column settings, illumination, central locking, settings of the back-up camera, and configuration of the Head-Up Display. 

When leaving the vehicle, the control units responsible for the respective functions automatically save the respective settings on the key used, 
then re-activating the settings memorised as soon as the vehicle is operated again with the same key. Settings modified while driving, on the other 
hand, are automatically saved when leaving the vehicle on the key used.

Panorama glass roof: fresh air and a new feeling of space.

The optionally available panorama glass roof provides a particular experience of freedom in the new BMW X5, the unusually large roof opening giving 
the occupants both front and rear an entirely new thrill of wide open space. The panorama glass roof is a sliding/vent roof with two glass panels and 
two moving roof liners. The glass panels, roof liners and wind deflector are moved in their respective positions by an all-electrical control system 
and are operated by a switch in the control console above the interior mirror.

The supply of fresh air can be dosed exactly to the occupants’ requirements, the wind deflector geared to road speed moving up to two different levels to counteract noise at low and high speeds on the road.

Entertainment systems: all programmes, supreme quality of sound.

Cutting-edge audio systems serve to further enhance the joy of motoring in the new BMW X5. And as an option BMW’s new SAV even comes with 
a DVD video system for the second row of seats, a CD or DVD changer fitted in the glove compartment, and a multi-channel audio system. 

Even the “basic” system fitted as standard features six loudspeakers. 
The individual stereo system components are a CD player in the middle of the instrument panel, a central woofer beneath each of the front seats and 
a sub-woofer/tweeter in each of the four roof linings. 

In the optional HiFi version, the audio system comes with no less than 
12 loudspeakers, also featuring a digital equaliser to adjust the loudspeakers optimised in their sound effect to the configuration and set-up of the 
interior. The level of interference-free sound pressure achievable in this case is twice the level provided by the regular stereo system, and two additional centre speakers (tweeters and sub-woofers) are integrated in the instrument panel. The digital seven-channel amplifier, finally, comes with a total output 
of 205 Watt (5 x 25 Watt + 2 x 40 Watt).

Yet another innovation: the multi-channel audio system.

Also available as an option, the BMW Professional HiFi system designed for playing back multi-channel audio sources comprises no less than 
16 loudspeakers, allowing playback of the surround information in the stereo signal in 7.2 format (seven sub-woofer/tweeter channels and two central 
base channels). A further feature to be found for the first time in a production vehicle is an equalising method carried over from professional sound studios.

Together with the loudspeaker system enhanced to an even higher 
level, signal processing exactly on time, interacting with the further improved loudspeakers, provides a sound pattern quite different from the sound generated by a conventional HiFi system.

To achieve this quality, the sound pressure available without interference 
has been doubled once again, the digital nine-channel amplifier providing maximum output of 600 Watt (7 x 50 Watt + 2 x 125 Watt). 

Speed-related equalising in the woofer range sensitively compensates the influence of driving noise, the occupants enjoying this system through 
its high standard of playback quality and optimum acoustics perfectly matched to the occupant’s individual seating position. 

All CD players MP3-compatible.

The new BMW X5 is the first BMW in which all CD players offered are MP3-compatible. Additional connections for external audio sources are offered 
by the AUX-IN bush featured as standard in the centre console. Indeed, 
the bush may be selected via BMW iDrive as a source of entertainment, 
with programmes on an MP3 player or another external audio source being played via the vehicle’s audio system. 

DVD video system for the second row of seats.

The new BMW X5 offers an optional DVD video system for the second row 
of seats, providing entertainment specifically for passengers sitting at the rear.

This video system is a separate unit operating on its own and controlled 
from the rear seats. It is made up of an 8-inch colour monitor positioned 
at the rear on the centre console and moving down conveniently whenever necessary, for example when transporting bulky objects. 

The player for audio, video or photo-DVDs or CDs is integrated in the 
lower section of the centre console, and there is an interface for headphones connected to a cable, infra-red headphones and an AUX-IN bush for connecting external video sources (such as a game console or video camera). And last but not least, the entire system may also be operated by remote control. 

BMW TeleServices: safe, secure and reliable mobility.

The wide range of multimedia functions in the new BMW X5 is rounded off by the BMW Online mobile internet portal as well as the BMW Assist telematics service. And another feature available for the first time in the BMW X5 
is BMW TeleServices through which the BMW Group offers its customers a universal range of services and amenities, provided the vehicle is equipped with a telephone and navigation system.

Using the BMW TeleService call, the BMW X5 automatically transmits 
all information important for service at the workshop to the customer’s BMW Service Partner whenever necessary, the customer then receiving a telephone call in order to coordinate the date and the scope of service to be carried out.

This also sets the basis for BMW TeleDiagnosis providing the possibility 
in the near future to present an “X-ray image” of the vehicle at the customer’s request. Then, with the entries in the control units being read out prior to service, the BMW Service Partner will be able to compile a comprehensive diagnosis before he even sees the car, the customer thus receiving his personalised service offer prior to the actual service date.

A further advantage is that in future minor electronic deficiencies may in many cases by remedied immediately over the air, one option being to reset a control unit without requiring the customer to even come to the workshop. 

Navigation system Professional with an even larger display 
and full-word voice entry.

The new BMW X5 is available as an option with a new generation of 
BMW’s Professional navigation system: The navigation unit in the BMW X5 comes with an even larger Control Display (8.8 inches), and the Professional navigation system may be upgraded as an option by a voice entry function. Indeed, this even allows full-word voice entry in specifying a destination, 
with the user simply reading out the full name of one of the roughly 
80,000 towns and cities throughout Germany.

Attractive accessories for truly individual style.

The wide range of Genuine BMW Accessories rounds off the equally wide range of standard equipment and options available directly from the factory, offering freedom of choice in every respect. In particular, Genuine BMW Accessories serve to emphasise the unique character of the new BMW X5 by providing a truly individual look – for example with exclusive 21-inch light-
alloy rims, strikingly designed and efficient underfloor protection, as well as a special Aerodynamics Package made up of add-on parts for the front 
and rear air dam finished in body colour and easy to fit within a short time.

The sophisticated ambience inside the new BMW X5 may be enriched and upgraded by a number of personal features. Illuminated entry strips made of polished stainless steel and embellished by hard-wearing electroluminescent film as well as a high-class wood decal bracket for the multifunction steering wheel provide an extra touch of elegance. Versatile transport and luggage compartment options, in turn, ensure even greater variability within the new BMW X5, allowing the driver to fasten and secure all kinds of objects 
within the luggage compartment. Just some of the features to be mentioned in this context are a moulded mat for the luggage compartment, luggage compartment tightening belts, and a folding box.

An easy-fitting roof rack taking up further items such as BMW ski and snowboard supports or BMW roof boxes, as well as a lockable bicycle support fitting on the towbar, round off the wide range of features available.

Better entertainment, greater safety.

The Apple iPod interface available for the new BMW X5 allows an even more versatile range of entertainment options, with all versions of the popular MP3 player being connected quickly and easily to the on-board network and 
the audio system. Music on the iPod is then played back by the audio system and the iPod is charged at the same time.

The Advanced DVD system includes monitors on the back of the 
driver’s and front passenger’s seats, offering the passengers at the rear video entertainment on demand. As an alternative, models without the panorama roof may be fitted with the Portable DVD system incorporating a mobile DVD player, the docking station integrated in the roof lining then taking up the 
player safely and reliably while travelling.

Apart from a back-up camera, the new BMW X5 is available for the first time with Round Vision and Top View. Round Vision incorporates not only a 
back-up camera, but also a front-end camera for even better observation of traffic coming from the side, for example when leaving an exit or driveway, 
and provides enhanced visibility when manoeuvring. All of the cameras are controlled directly from the central iDrive Controller. 

Top View facilitates the process of parking the vehicle by means of additional cameras integrated in the exterior mirrors, offering the driver a clear view of front side areas otherwise difficult to see.

All accessories are tailored perfectly in their material and look to the 
new BMW X5 and fulfil the BMW Group’s high standards of quality and safety. They are available from BMW Retail Outlets and Service Partners, where they may be fitted on the spot.

Special encounter trips with BMW Driver Training.

To offer the owner of a BMW X5 an even better experience of his or her vehicle, learning how to drive the X5 in even safer and more superior style and enjoy sheer driving pleasure in full, BMW offers special encounter trips 
with BMW Driver Training. This gives the discerning motorist the opportunity to enhance or even perfect his skills at the wheel of the new X5, and also 
takes the enthusiast to exotic places for an unforgettable adventure in the X5.

Guided by experienced and qualified instructors, participants learn in these courses how to handle their vehicle safely in various situations, then being able to act and react appropriately at any time in everyday traffic.

Two particular highlights in this event programme are addressed directly to owners of a BMW X5: winter training in the Swedish town of Arjeplog and an adventure tour through Namibia. 

In spring 2006 the BMW Group opened up a new Test Centre in Arjeplog. About 55 kilometres or 34 miles from the Polar Circle, this Test Centre not only offers development engineers perfect conditions for intensive and fully integrated development of new vehicle components and models, but also provides ideal climatic conditions throughout the region for very special winter training, enabling participants to enjoy even extreme driving manoeuvres.

An eight-day adventure tour through the African country of Namibia also focuses on safe motoring under challenging conditions, participants crossing the Namib Desert and the Erongo Mountains on gravel and sand tracks 
in their BMW X5. And apart from safe offroad driving, they also focus in this adventure tour on navigating by means of a roadbook and GPS.

13.
Production:
Powerful Global Network.

•
More than 580,000 BMW X5s built in the USA sold since 1999.
•
BMW Plant Spartanburg works for the world market.
•
Production to BMW standards with the usual high level of quality.
Like its predecessor, the new BMW X5 is built at BMW’s Spartanburg Plant 
in South Carolina, USA, where the most advanced production technology ensures supreme precision and quality all round. 

Production of the bodyshell alone involves more than 300 robots, 
with the welding process being almost 100 per cent automated.

The bodyshell of the BMW X5 is made of ultra-high-strength steel at all crucial points, obviously requiring supreme precision in the production process. Precisely this is why BMW Plant Spartanburg uses the most sophisticated robot technology, high-tech machines incorporating optical monitoring systems to apply the bonding material required for maximum stiffness with supreme precision. All welding and bonding seams are then checked 
in a non-destructive process by means of ultrasound testers. And to ensure absolute accuracy on all body dimensions of the BMW X5, the Plant uses inline laser and measuring cameras to reduce operating times and ensure absolute reliability in quality.

Robot technology – the foundation for absolute efficiency 
in the “wedding”.  

In the so-called “wedding”, the power unit and transmission are fitted into the body of the BMW X5 in a process now largely automated at BMW Plant Spartanburg. In this area alone, no less than 10 optical testing and monitoring systems ensure permanent, ongoing quality control, comparing 
predefined reference data with the actual data in the production process.

Installation of the windscreen largely automated.

The windscreen in the BMW X5 is fitted in position by two robot workstations each able to handle two vehicles at a time. A camera-guided, high-precision measuring system masterminds application of the bonding material and ensures that the windscreen is fitted in position properly.

In the first step a robot applies the bond around the edges of the rear window and side windows, and fits the rear window in position. Then the second 
robot applies the bond on the windscreen and also fits it into the vehicle, meaning that only the side windows subsequently have to be fitted by hand. This shortens operating times in this specific process by more than 
50 per cent.

Ergonomics of the highest standard.
Working conditions in production of the BMW X5 have been further improved to the highest standard of ergonomics. Numerous options to swivel and 
turn the vehicles being assembled to the best position significantly facilitate installation of the various components.

The BMW X5 – an overwhelming success from America.

The foundations for the BMW Plant in Spartanburg were laid in 1992, 
with production of the BMW Z3 Roadster in South Carolina starting in 1995. 

So far the BMW Group has invested more than US $ 2.7 billion in the Plant, which currently employs some 4,500 associates. BMW Group sales 
in the USA have almost quadrupled since the Spartanburg Plant started operating, from 84,501 units in 1994 to 307,020 units in 2005. 

The first BMW X5 came off the production line at BMW Plant Spartanburg in September 1999, with production reaching the 500,000-unit mark in 
June 2005. In the meantime more than 580,000 units of the BMW X5 have been delivered to customers. 

BMW’s highly successful SAV is now exported to more than 120 countries 
the world over, and the new BMW X5 will also be built exclusively at BMW Plant Spartanburg strictly according to customer orders. 





































