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8.
Chassis and Suspension:
Where Power 
becomes Performance.

•
Most advanced suspension in the entire segment.
•
DSC with enhanced functions.
•
High-performance brake system with ongoing wear display.
The elegant look of the new BMW 3 Series Convertible is obvious at first sight, the car’s incomparable open-air driving experience becoming just as clear as soon as the retractable hardtop is lowered into the rear compartment.

Another feature which makes the new BMW 3 Series Convertible equally unique and quite different from other open four-seaters is the car’s qualities in terms of driving dynamics. First of all, the fascinating, very sporting character 
of the new Convertible comes from the powerful engines. But the second and equally important factor is the chassis and suspension developed with outstanding know-how and carefully set up for maximum performance and dynamic behaviour. As a result, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible is perfectly equipped not only for all seasons and weather conditions, but also for the 
most varied dynamic challenges and driving requirements. And the car always offers a particularly intense experience of its agility, since the new 
BMW 3 Series Convertible not only comes with a significantly enhanced dynamic driving potential, but also with the most sophisticated, 
cutting-edge suspension control and assistance systems providing clearly defined precautions for situations in which a conventional car would reach 
the limits to driving physics. In other words, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible offers superior safety at all speeds.

The most advanced suspension in this segment.

Rear-wheel drive and weight distribution of almost 50 : 50 front-to-rear 
create ideal conditions for optimum driving dynamics. This superiority is further enhanced by the chassis and suspension of the new 
BMW 3 Series Convertible, which is among the technically most demanding and sophisticated in its class, by the highly efficient high-performance 
brake system, and by the latest generation of DSC Dynamic Stability Control.

Featuring a double-joint tiebar, spring-strut axle at the front made largely of aluminium and with a five-arm rear axle, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible boasts the currently most modern suspension in its class. Appropriate reinforcements on the floor of the car ensure optimum stiffness, and the low centre of gravity and dampers carefully geared to the new BMW 3 Series Convertible serve to enhance the dynamic driving qualities of BMW’s new two-seater to an even higher standard.

Active Steering for even greater precision and comfort.

Standard drive with the engine at the front and the drive wheels at the rear ensures maximum agility, directional stability, and safe handling at all times. With engine power being conveyed to the rear wheels, the rack-and-pinion steering featuring hydraulic power assistance is unmarred by drive forces of any kind.

BMW Active Steering tailored specifically to the 3 Series Convertible is available as an option, varying the steering angle as a function of drive speed. The same movement of the steering wheel in each case translates into 
larger movement of the car’s front wheels at low speeds on the road than at high speeds . So depending on the situation, the driver is able to manoeuvre the car with minimum effort, for example, when parking, but keep precisely 
on course at high speeds, for example on the Autobahn.

Featured as standard: high-performance brakes, Tyre Defect Indicator.

The BMW 3 Series Convertible comes as standard with a high-performance brake system, the extra-large brake discs requiring the use of 17-inch wheels. 

The particular fortes of this brake system are powerful deceleration, superior resistance to fading, and low wear reduced to a minimum. At the same 
time BMW is the first carmaker in the world to fit its cars with a continuous, ongoing wear indicator providing permanent information of the brake pads.

The 17-inch light-alloy rims featured as standard on the BMW 3 Series Convertible run on 225/45R17 tyres offering appropriate runflat qualities: 
Even when completely empty with absolutely no air inside, the tyres enable the driver to continue for up to 250 kilometres or 155 miles. And the Tyre Defect Indicator monitors air pressure all the time, warning the driver as soon as the pressure level drops more than 30 per cent below the prescribed figure.

DSC with enhanced functions for extra safety and dynamic performance.

The superior efficiency of this brake system is further enhanced by the innovative functions of BMW’s DSC Dynamic Stability Control. 
On the six-cylinder versions of the new Convertible, the latest generation of DSC not only masterminds ABS control of the brakes and the stability 
of the car on slippery surfaces by intervening in the brakes or reducing engine power, but also sets off any decrease in brake power under extremely high brake temperatures (Fading Compensation). 

A further important feature is regular Dry Braking ensuring optimum brake power also in the wet. Pre-loading the brakes, in turn, enhances brake standby whenever appropriate. And should the driver require particularly effective deceleration with maximum stopping power, DBC Dynamic Brake Control maximises brake pressure accordingly.

CBC Cornering Brake Control prevents the car from oversteering when applying the brakes lightly in a bend, and in conjunction with Active Steering DSC is able to generate an appropriate but discreet countersteering effect when braking on surfaces with varying frictional coefficients, thus providing extra stability whenever required. 

On loose surfaces and rough ground, ASC Automatic Stability Control integrated in the car’s suspension ensures optimum traction at all times. DTC Dynamic Traction Control, in turn, increases the response threshold for 
the brakes intervening in the DSC mode, allowing the driver to set off with the drive wheels intentionally spinning slightly, for example on loose snow. 

The DTC function also allows a particularly dynamic and active style of motoring, providing a somewhat higher level of slip on the drive wheels and thus enabling the driver to take bends in a controlled drift. And last but not least, the driver is also able to deactivate DSC completely whenever he wishes on the new BMW 3 Series Convertible.

Ongoing indication of brake pad wear.

BMW is the fist carmaker in the world to fit its cars with ongoing indication of brake pad wear, providing reliable information on the condition of the brake pads at all times. Hence, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible features sensors permanently monitoring the condition of the pads, taking the data provided 
in this way to calculate the mileage remaining until the pads have to be replaced and presenting this information to the driver in the Cockpit Display. This makes it much easier for the driver to ensure optimum brake power at 
all times, at the same time avoiding any unnecessary service or maintenance.

Cruise control with brake function and ACC.

Cruise control available as an option in two variants ensures additional comfort for relaxed motoring in the new BMW 3 Series Convertible. In both cases 
the functions of these systems go beyond the usual features of conventional cruise control.

Cruise control with a brake function serves to keep the speed of the car set in advance consistent when driving downhill – so should the driver choose 
a certain speed via the control lever below the current speed of the car, the 

system will apply the brakes to reduce road speed to the figure chosen. 
On models with a manual gearbox the driver is even able to shift gears without deactivating this function. 

Using the control lever, the driver is also able to change his desired speed without pressing down the gas or brake pedal. All he has to do is move 
the control lever to the front for a slightly extended period in order to accelerate within predetermined limits. And he can reduce his speed, again step-by-step in predetermined limits, by simply pulling the lever back.

ACC Active Cruise Control offers the driver an even wider range of convenient functions: This sophisticated system features automatic distance control 
as an additional function, enabling the driver to comfortably cruise along on the motorway or on a country road, choosing four distance levels from the vehicle ahead.

Should the distance chosen by the driver no longer be maintained, with his car coming too close to the vehicle ahead, ACC will smoothly adjust the speed 
of the BMW 3 Series Convertible to current traffic conditions. And then, once the road ahead is free again, the system will increase the speed of the car to the level originally set.

This highly convenient function ensures relaxed cruising in the new 
BMW 3 Series Convertible at all times and with superior comfort. And it almost goes without saying that even with ACC activated, the driver is able to 
control the speed of his car at any time simply by accelerating or applying the brakes.

9.
Body and Safety: 
Greater Torsional Stiffness 
and Safety than any 
other Convertible before.

•
Optimised weight through an intelligent mix of materials.

•
Load-bearing structure minimising torsional forces.

•
Complete occupant protection including rollover sensors.
The particular driving comfort offered by the BMW 3 Series Convertible is enhanced by the car’s very strong and stable bodyshell offering the 
highest possible level of safety and occupant protection in every situation. 
The intelligent combination of innovative and proven materials, together 
with modern production technologies, gives the BMW 3 Series Convertible excellent body stability all round. BMW’s development engineers have 
indeed achieved particularly impressive results in optimising the torsional stability of this open four-seater, the BMW 3 Series Convertible offering 
the highest level of torsional stiffness ever achieved by a BMW Convertible 
in the long history of the Company.

The concept of the car’s body also ensures harmonious distribution of weight benefiting the agility of the 3 Series Convertible. Unladen weight is approximately 200 kg or 442 lb above the weight of the BMW 3 Series Coupé. The additional support and reinforcement elements in the floorpan of the 
car indispensable on an open-air model, together with the extra weight of the electric motors and hydraulic elements opening and closing the retractable hardtop, are the reasons for this increase in weight.

By contrast, the innovative plastic side panels ensure a new standard of 
weight optimisation around the front end of the car highly beneficial to driving dynamics, with the weight of the new side panels down by 50 per cent compared with steel components of the same kind and with the same dimensions.

 A further improvement in this context is the simpler and much more straightforward production process: Unlike plastic components in the past, 
the new side panels need not be painted separately and fitted on the 
body afterwards. Instead, they are able to go through the normal painting process together with the entire body-in-white.

Thanks to their high resistance to even extreme temperatures as well as their optimised elongation and uptake of moisture, the ready-painted side 
panels also look exactly like conventional steel components. A further quality which has already proven its benefits for the customer in the development 

of reversible bumpers is that the plastic side panels are largely resistant to minor damage, returning to their original shape after slight deformation. 
In practice, this means that collisions at very low speeds hardly leave any lasting traces.
Reinforcement by means of multi-phase steel.

Apart from the use of new materials, the excellent torsional stiffness of the 
new BMW 3 Series Convertible is a result of the car’s carefully designed and modified configuration of reinforcement elements. The support element 
on the bulkhead, for example, is made of innovative, particularly effective multi-phase steel, while the effects of an impact from the rear are minimised 
by longitudinal support arms, additional reinforcements as well as the sturdy design and configuration of the floorpan in the luggage compartment, 
the rear panels and side walls. And to improve the overall stiffness of the car, the sills have been lowered by 10 millimetres or 0.39´´ at the front and 
6.5 millimetres or 0.26´´ at the rear. 

The forces acting on the car in a collision from the side are diverted to the opposite side of the vehicle by the reinforced floorpan. The side-sills are made of steel profile bars with flexible geometry referred to by the specialist as tailored rolled blanks. In conjunction with the doors, the seat structures and instrument panel, these special metal components ensure maximum stability between the A-pillars. 

Impact forces acting on the BMW 3 Series Convertible are furthermore absorbed dynamically by predefined deformation zones giving in at exactly defined points and converting impact energy into deformation. 

In all, the body concept of the BMW 3 Series Convertible is carefully designed to keep all forces acting on the vehicle away from the passenger cell, effectively minimising the possible consequences of an accident right from 
the start.

Head/thorax airbags integrated in the seats.

Inside the passenger compartment, carefully coordinated and centrally controlled restraint and cushioning systems ensure a high standard 
of individual occupant safety. The frontal and head/thorax airbags, belt latch tensioners and belt force limiters are activated by sensor-controlled 
electronic safety systems as a function of the type and severity of a collision. The head/thorax airbags are integrated in the outer sides of the seat backrests, inflating over a large area in the event of a collision from the side and thus extending from the bottom of the backrests all the way to the upper edge of the headrests. This gives the car’s occupants optimum protection at 
upper body and head level, regardless of their individual seating position.

Rollover sensors.

Rollover sensors permanently monitoring vertical and horizontal movements 
of the car are further important sensor-controlled electronic safety features 
in the BMW 3 Series Convertible. And a central computer evaluates data on current driving conditions to enhance this safety system to an even higher standard, the electronic safety units activating the rollbars whenever the roof is open and the risk of a rollover is detected, the rollbars thus moving up behind the rear headrests for extra safety.

Further safety features activated in such a case are the belt latch tensioners 
on the front seats as well as the head/thorax airbags. And to provide yet another precaution for the event of a rollover, the stability of the A-pillars and the windscreen frame has been further improved to an even higher standard.

10.
Interior and Equipment: 
Greater Driving Pleasure per Kilometre. 

•
High-quality finish, attractive range of standard equipment.
•
Large, flexible storage capacity.

•
Wide range of customisation options.
The driving experience in the new BMW 3 Series Convertible is characterised and borne out in particular by the retractable hardtop. But even with the roof closed, lots of light is able to flow into the interior, ensuring exceptionally good all-round visibility, especially in conjunction with the large windows.

A further feature is the all-round roof lining like in a coupé cleverly covering the mechanical elements on the retractable hardtop. And at the same time 
the unique, sporting but elegant design of the interior, together with exclusive materials, creates an unprecedented ambience never seen before. 

Striking features in comparison with the former model are the significant increase in interior width, the improvement of storage options particularly in an open car, and the significant increase in storage space.

The driver sitting in the new BMW 3 Series Convertible enjoys a sporting, deep and ergonomically refined seating position. And despite the low roofline, headroom is more than generous also on the other seats in this outstanding four-seater. 

In its high standard of comfort, the interior of the BMW 3 Series Convertible offers all the amenities of a coupé, plus first-class finish and a wide range 
of details and special features emphasising the particular status of this two-door model. Beautifully grained plastic surfaces, painted trim bars optionally available also in wood or brushed aluminium, as well as softly padded armrests in the door linings and on the centre console bring out all the exclusivity of the car in terms of both looks and surface touch. And the wide range of upholstery, interior colours and trim variants available as standard, as well as numerous attractive options and special items of equipment, gives the customer absolute freedom of choice in configuring his very own, personal car.

The optional Interior Lights Package offers an attractive possibility to highlight the exclusive character of this very special Convertible. Even with the 
car in “basic” trim, indirect illumination within the interior ensures a particularly exclusive atmosphere. The additional Lights Package, in turn, intensifies this impression in particular style and beauty.

The fundamental element in the Interior Lights Package is a trim bar extending along the door lining and the side wall covers at the rear in a gentle curve throughout the entire length of the interior. Spotlights integrated in the lower edge of this bar point gentle light beams down into the passenger compartment, thus providing discreet illumination of the interior.

Chrome surfaces in Pearl Grey.

The instrument cover is finished in high-quality, sophisticated grain padding available in both Black and Grey as well as Savanna Beige. Air vents and retractable cupholders are integrated in the area around the trim bars, and there are now also cupholders for the passengers at the rear integrated 
in the rear console together with an additional storage compartment and ashtray. The door openers and grab bars as well as the bracket on the gearshift lever and the air grille adjuster, together with the trim brackets in the leather sports steering wheel featured as standard, all come with a sophisticated Pearl Grey chrome surface specially developed for the new BMW 3 Series Convertible and the BMW 3 Series Coupé. The same 
Pearl Grey chrome also comes on the surround encompassing the Start/Stop button, with the driver only having to press the button on both the 
gasoline and diesel models in order to activate the starting process.
Driver-oriented cockpit.

The instrument panel is carefully structured, with horizontal lines ensuring precise and clear orientation. At the top the instrument panel is inclined towards the driver, while the controls and switches for the air conditioning, 
the audio and navigation unit are within perfect reach and visibility also 
from the front passenger’s seat. 

The main eye-catcher in the instrument panel is of course the large combination of round displays for road and engine speeds extending up to 280 km/h or 180 mph at 8,000 rpm on the six-cylinder gasoline engine versions and 260 km/h or 160 mph and maximum engine speed of 7,500 rpm on the other models. 

The gasoline models also come with an oil temperature gauge 
positioned beneath the rev counter, while the 330d Convertible features 
a fuel consumption gauge at the same point. 

Generous space and ambience also at the rear.

Extending all the way to the rear seats, the centre console subdivides the bench at the rear into two separate seats on each side. In comparison 
with the former model, shoulder room for the passengers at the rear is up 
by 8 cm or 3.15´´, with an increase in elbow room by 12 cm or 4.72´´.

Access to the two seats at the rear is facilitated by the Comfort Entry function on the front seats with the seat release lever fitted in perfect ergonomic arrangement at the top on the outside of the seat backrest. Both rear seats furthermore come as standard with ISOFIX fastening units to safely fit child seats in position.

Versatile storage space: highly practical in everyday use and when travelling.

Providing capacity of up to 350 litres or 12.3 cu ft, the luggage compartment is also very generous. And even with the roof open, storage capacity remains ample at 210 litres or 7.4 cubic feet, providing sufficient space for large hard-shell suitcases or up to two golf bags. This is further enhanced by 
the additional storage space provided at the rear of the Convertible.

After folding down the single-piece rear seat backrest, the driver and his passengers are able to place even bulky objects on a flat surface behind the front seats, without the risk of contaminating, let alone damaging, the upholstery.

A feature quite unique in a convertible of this kind is the optional opening about 40 centimetres or 16´´ wide connecting the luggage compartment with the passenger area. This allows easy and convenient accommodation of 
long objects such as skis, snowboards or golf bags loaded from the luggage compartment into the rear passenger area. When travelling with just the 
driver and one passenger at the front, and when required to tackle many a requirement in everyday transport, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible therefore has everything it takes.

But even when using all four seats, the driver and passengers may still benefit from the connection between the luggage and passenger compartments, 
a folding opening in the middle of the rear-seat backrest again providing additional storage space. 

Ski or transport bag modules are also available as further options, fitting 
on to the car easily and conveniently and coming off in the same easy process. 

Folding storage boxes in the inner door linings also offer ample capacity, together with other amenities such as a specially designed box for the driver’s or passenger’s sunglasses. And with the side pockets folding in and out, the driver and passengers can take along their belongings appropriately kept out of sight in due privacy.

As an option, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible is also available with a trailer towbar folding in beneath the floor of the car when not required. Then, to fold the swivelling towbar out again, all the driver has to do is press a button in the side of the luggage compartment.
Adaptive Headlights and Bending Lights.

The new BMW 3 Series Convertible is also available as an option with BMW’s Adaptive Headlights clearly illuminating the road ahead also on curved, winding roads. Swivelling from one side to another, the headlights follow the steering as well as the yaw rate and road speed of the car.

As a further additional function, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible is also available with a combination of Adaptive Headlights and Bending Lights, 
the latter being activated at speeds of less than 40 km/h or 25 mph whenever the driver operates the direction indicators or the system registers a particularly sharp angle on the steering. The Bending Lights ensure optimum illumination of the road when manoeuvring and on very tight serpentine routes.
Audio, navigation, telematics: high-tech of luxury performance standard.

The new BMW 3 Series Convertible is available as an option with high-tech solutions particularly for various audio, navigation and telematics functions – solutions originally developed for the luxury performance class and now being integrated in this segment. Clearly, this once again underlines the exclusive character of this open four-seater. 

Comfort Access available as an option enables the driver to start the engine 
of his – or her – new BMW 3 Series Convertible without even taking the key out of his pocket. Instead, the ID sensor integrated in the key transmitter 
is recognised by the car as the driver walks up to his vehicle. This automatically opens the doors and prepares the engine for starting, so that all the driver has to do is press the Start/Stop button.
BMW iDrive control with eight favourite buttons.

To control the navigation, air conditioning, entertainment and communication functions, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible comes as standard with the trendsetting BMW iDrive control concept. Operating the iDrive Controller on the centre console, the driver sets the appropriate comfort and communication functions, which are then shown, together with the adjustment options, on the Control Display. This new, dazzle-free monitor automatically adjusting in brightness to ambient light conditions is positioned perfectly within the dashboard, enabling the driver to read the information presented at any time without even turning his head and only briefly taking his eyes off 
the road.

Eight freely available favourite buttons serve to facilitate operation of the car and provide even greater comfort and convenience. Pressing the buttons just one single time, the driver is able to retrieve telephone numbers dialled particularly often, a regular destination, or a preferred radio station. The eight favourite buttons come furthermore with innovative sensors available exclusively in conjunction with the BMW iDrive control system. This means that even when just touching the buttons without exerting any particular pressure, the function chosen is presented on the display above, thus ruling out any confusion of favourite buttons right from the start.

The iDrive Control Display also presents information sent to the car by the BMW Assist support system. Offering an Emergency Call function, 
BMW Breakdown Aid, the BMW Info system, the V-Info plus traffic information system, as well as the mobility-based BMW Enquiry Service, BMW Assist provides a unique range of functions and benefits. Information on hotels, restaurants and even local cinema programmes is particularly practical when travelling. And as a further benefit, BMW Assist also enables the driver to 
make an appointment for service or maintenance of his car with his 
BMW Dealer.

The Emergency Call function is one of the automated telematics services: 
As soon as an airbag is activated, BMW Assist immediately establishes a connection to the driver’s service provider, transmitting the current location of the car determined by the GPS navigation system with the help of the 
short messaging service in order to call for support and rescue services as quickly as possible. The Emergency Call function may also be activated manually by a button.

Wherever the driver activates the BMW Breakdown Service or a service call 
by way of BMW Assist, any defect data possibly already registered is transmitted to the BMW Dealer, the system then setting up a telephone line to the dealership. The V-Info plus traffic information system, in turn, helps to minimise stress and traffic congestion when travelling in the BMW 3 Series Convertible by regularly checking out the latest traffic information immediately processed by the car’s navigation system and taken into consideration 
in choosing the best route and guiding the driver around traffic jams and congestion in good time.

Special climate comfort functions in the BMW 3 Series Convertible.

The BMW 3 Series Convertible features its own special automatic air conditioning taking particular requirements when driving in the open air into account: The automatic ventilation programmes activated via the iDrive 
control system are supplemented by a further operating mode, the special 

“Convertible” mode for driving with the roof down in addition to the usual Gentle, Medium and Intensive modes. In this case input from the interior temperature sensor is restricted to the ventilation control function alone, with temperature control and the blower level being adjusted to the exterior temperature and the degree of sunshine. A further point is that the amount of air fed into the passenger compartment is controlled as a function of road speed, with Automatic Air Recirculation (AAR) being automatically deactivated at road speeds of more than 70 km/h or 50 mph. Yet a fourth improvement 
is the optimised distribution of air in the heating mode in order to maintain the same consistent temperature within the Convertible at all times.

The new Convertible mode with automatic air conditioning operates only when the roof is open. So once the retractable hardtop is moved back over the passenger compartment, climate control will return to the former programme activated last when the car was closed. Then, when opening the roof again, the Convertible mode is re-activated.

Practical and convenient: the new wind deflector.

To control not only the air conditioning, but also the flow of fresh air when driving with the roof down even better than before, the new BMW 3 Series Convertible comes as standard with a specially developed wind deflector reducing air swirl within the passenger compartment also at high speeds.

The new wind deflector can be fastened in position on mounts in the side panels by one single person and subsequently moved up for full protection. And since the rotary knob serving to fasten the deflector operates the anchors on both sides, only one single operation is required either on the driver’s or passenger’s side of the car.

A new feature is the moving lower section of the wind deflector allowing the lower section of the deflector normally covering the rear seats to be swivelled up if necessary, for example to stow away luggage and all kinds of odds 
and ends on the rear seats. This also protects such luggage from wind and weather beneath the wind deflector when driving with the roof down.

Leather upholstery with SunReflective technology.

Yet another particular highlight of the new BMW 3 Series Convertible featured as standard is the use of new, innovative leather on the seat upholstery and interior linings. This new type of material comprises so-called cool pigments integrated into the material when producing the leather and serving to reflect the infra-red rays in sunlight. Coming in a different colour, these pigments prevent the seat areas within the open car very effectively from overheating and thus avoid an effect otherwise often encountered in perfect weather for open-air motoring.

To achieve this effect, BMW is the world’s first carmaker to use a process called SunReflective Technology for the treatment of leather surfaces. 
This significantly reduces the heating effect on the surface, with a difference in temperature versus conventional leather of up to 20 °C in the case of dark colours – and with significantly lower temperatures also on light-coloured upholstery. All other material qualities and features of the leather remain unchanged.

The new BMW 3 Series Convertible comes with leather treated by SunReflective Technology on both the seats and armrests. This helps to avoid body contact with unpleasantly hot temperatures, a phenomenon 
experienced particularly often in summer with the sun shining bright.





































