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1. The new BMW 1 Series Convertible 
Short story
At its launch in 2004 the new BMW 1 Series five-door hatchback was unique.  It was the only rear-wheel-drive car in the compact segment of the modern era.  Its focus?  Uncompromised driving dynamics that remain unsurpassed for a brand new customer.  The range has since expanded to include a three-door hatchback and a two-door Coupé.  On 5 April 2008, the 1 Series family will be completed with the launch of the first premium compact convertible by BMW for three decades.

The BMW 1 Series range is also the perfect showcase for BMW’s EfficientDynamics technology and the new convertible continues that theme.  Blending BMW’s renowned driving dynamics and performance with class-leading economy and emissions, the BMW 1 Series Convertible delivers driver enjoyment and low running costs in equal measure.

The range is initially available as BMW 120i and 125i Convertible models, but will be joined a few weeks later by three other engine derivatives, the 118i, 120d and 135i.  Two Hams Hall derived four-cylinder powerplants (118i and 120i) offer an affordable way into BMW 1 Series Convertible ownership, while the 120d four-cylinder diesel engine is the most economical in the range.  Two six-cylinder engines, powering the 125i and 135i, balance performance and refinement to offer the best in open-air driving dynamics.  The 218hp engine in the 125i Convertible is a first for the 1 Series model range.  The 306hp engine in the 135i is the current International Engine of the Year holder and powers the range flagship.

BMW’s smallest four-seat convertible might be compact in dimensions, but it features the same technology as some of the marque’s larger luxury models.  One such key feature of the 1 Series Convertible is that all leather-upholstered cars come as standard with BMW’s innovative SunReflective leather technology.  This helps keep the surface temperature of the upholstery on a hot day up to 20 degrees centigrade lower than a normally upholstered leather seat.  The BMW 1 Series is also ahead of the competition as, unlike some competitors, it has a completely electric-powered roof that can be raised or lowered at speeds in excess of 30mph.

Key Facts
· BMW’s first compact executive convertible model for more than 30 years.

· Range flagship powered by world’s most powerful production six-cylinder petrol engine and current International Engine of the Year.

· New 218hp six-cylinder engine debuts in 1 Series range.

· Four-cylinder diesel offering more than 55mpg and just 134g/km.
· Best in segment for acceleration and economy.

· Class-leading residual values.

· Full-electric fabric soft-top that can be opened or closed up to 31mph.

· SunReflective leather technology debuts on 1 Series.

	Model
	Price
OTR
	Power

Hp
	Torque

Nm
	0-62mph
	Top Speed

mph
	Mpg
	CO2 g/km

	BMW 118i ES Convertible
	£22,335*
	143
	190
	9.3
	130
	44.8
	149

	BMW 118i SE Convertible
	£23,485*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 118i M Sport Convertible
	£25,160*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 120i ES Convertible
	£24,065*
	170
	210
	8.4
	137
	42.8
	158

	BMW 120i SE Convertible
	£25,215*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 120i M Sport Convertible
	£26,820*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 120d ES Convertible
	£24,860*
	177
	350
	8.1
	138
	55.4
	134

	BMW 120d SE Convertible
	£26,020*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 120d M Sport Convertible
	£27,625*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 125i SE Convertible
	£26,205*
	218
	270
	6.8
	148
	34.9
	195

	BMW 125i M Sport Convertible
	£28,060*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BMW 135i SE Convertible
	£31,540*
	306
	400
	5.6
	155**
	30.1
	224

	BMW 135i M Sport Convertible
	£32,415*
	
	
	
	
	
	



* Expected price from 1 April taking account of anticipated Vehicle Excise Duty rate adjustment
**Electronically-limited.

2. Design

The Convertible is the fourth BMW 1 Series derivative to be launched and its compact soft-top design is one that BMW has not explored for more than 30 years.  The last time BMW created a car to this formula was the 2002 Cabriolet of 1975.  The new 1 Series Convertible builds on this heritage to offer a modern interpretation of an open-topped compact car and the completion of the 1 Series range. 

Clearly resembling the existing 1 Series line-up – the three-door launched in Spring 2007, a five-door in Autumn 2004 and the Coupé in Autumn 2007 – the Convertible stands out with its electro-hydraulic fabric roof.  For the ultimate fast start the roof opens or closes in 22 seconds and at speeds of up to 31mph unlike any rival products.  The electric-powered convertible roof is available in classic black, beige or, as a world first, an innovative anthracite silver fleck; a fabric material interwoven with fine shiny metallic fibres.

New Anthracite Silver Fleck roof
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The 1 Series Convertible design team worked hard to ensure high levels of thermal insulation and noise refinement.  The results are comparable with those of the Retractable Hard-Top-equipped 3 Series Convertible.
Intelligent design leads to a roof that folds away completely so the elegant proportions of the rear of the car are maintained.  The roof is stowed below a metal, body-coloured tonneau panel.  To accommodate the hood in the retracted down position, a drop down storage compartment is located in the top section of the boot.  For added convenience the driver can open the roof of the car as he approaches the vehicle by pressing and holding the open button on the remote control key fob.
A familiar face
BMW’s trademark double headlamp unit and large kidney grille dominate the front profile of the 1 Series Convertible.  In common with the 1 Series Coupé, there are three subtly different frontal designs dependent on trim and engine specification.  SE models feature smooth lines with a continuous opening in the lower valance for engine cooling.  
All M Sport models and the 135i SE Convertible display a more sporting and aggressive M Aerodynamic body kit incorporating a front spoiler for increased downforce.  Finally, the 135i SE and 135i M Sport are subtly set apart again with the front fog lights removed, allowing dual air intakes to aid engine and brake cooling. 

The 1 Series Convertible has a long bonnet and short overhangs.  A distinctive, horizontal shoulder line runs from the front of the bonnet, through the long, frameless doors and onto the end of the boot lid.  A lower swage line and contoured sill have been styled to visually elongate the appearance of the car.  
At the rear, the profile of the boot lid finishes in the same design as the 1 Series Coupé.  The only differentiator is the lack of a fixed metal roof which means the aerial protrudes on the nearside rear three-quarter panel.  Customers specifying Digital Audio Broadcast radio gain an additional fin-shaped aerial on the bootlid.  M Sport models have their own discrete lip spoiler that houses the integrated third brake light and a rear diffuser is integrated into the rear bumper.  Typical BMW L-shaped rear light clusters use LED-powered light conductors.

Bespoke alloy wheels
There are nine different designs of alloy wheel ranging from 16-inch V-spoke alloy wheels, which are standard on the entry-level 118i.  Unique 18-inch light alloy wheels feature on the 135i M Sport Convertible.  These house six-piston brake callipers (two-piston on the rear) to provide supreme stopping power to support the performance this model is anticipated to deliver.

The 1 Series Convertible is nearly identical in its dimensions to the 1 Series Coupé.  Both are 4,360mm long and 1,748mm wide, but the Convertible is 12mm lower at 1,411mm.

Any one of 12 exterior colours

BMW customers can choose from one of 12 exterior colours.  Tahiti Green and Sedona Red are unique hues for the 1 Series Convertible and 1 Series Coupé.  The other 10 choices are Alpine White, Titanium Silver, Black Sapphire, Cashmere Silver, Montego Blue, Bluewater, Jet Black, Crimson Red, Sparkling Graphite and Monaco Blue. 

A premium interior
Four different upholsteries are on offer; two cloth, one part-cloth / leather and the other a sumptuous all-leather option.
Owners of 1 Series Convertible models benefit from the same SunReflective Leather Technology whenever leather seat coverings are specified.  BMW is the only manufacturer to offer this innovative technology.  It uses ‘cool pigments’ during the production process that reflect infra-red rays of sunlight, reducing the surface temperature by up to 20 degrees Celsius when compared to conventional leather upholstery.

The BMW 1 Series Convertible comes with a specific ‘roof down’ setting for the air conditioning system to make the car even cooler on a warm day.  Alongside the standard ‘gentle’, ‘medium’ and ‘intensive’ settings, the system recognises when the roof has been opened and defaults to a ‘convertible’ mode.  In this situation, the ventilation control reacts less to the interior temperature and more to the outside temperature and sunlight factors to establish the intensity of the ventilation supplied. 
Interior
The interior of the new BMW 1 Series Convertible can be specified with two different styles of dashboard.  If BMW’s navigation system is specified an electrically folding colour display is housed in the centre top of the dashboard, with the iDrive controller fitted on the centre console behind the gearstick.

The iDrive controller is complemented by eight programmable Favourite buttons integrated as system short cuts for ease of use.  BMW customer research found that the traditional short cut buttons on BMW’s multi-function steering wheel are favourite features of BMW drivers.  Designers took this customer favourite feature to its next logical step by adding eight additional buttons that can be programmed simply via the iDrive controller.  Hovering a finger over the buttons saves the driver having to look down at the buttons as their function is then shown in the iDrive display, with a subsequent press of the button actioning the command. 

The BMW 1 Series Convertible has a four-seat interior configuration, the same as is standard on the 1 Series Coupé and can be specified on the three-door 1 Series hatchback.  A rear bench style seat was considered for the car, but early in the design stage it was decided it would be better to opt for two larger seats similar to other four-seat BMW Convertibles of modern times. 

Customers wanting increased flexibility can also specify a through-loading capability.  This practical feature offers a drop down rear seat back that creates a 23cm x 30cm-wide opening to help transport bulkier items.  For example, a brace of snowboards, a set of golf clubs or fishing tackle can be loaded into the boot of the car with the through-loading hatch open. 
New optional through-loading function
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A boot capacity of 260 litres provides adequate storage for a set of golf clubs when the 1 Series Convertible’s roof is stowed.  This extends to a 305-litre boot space with the hood up.

3. Drivetrain

The BMW 1 Series Convertible will be offered with two petrol powerplants (120i and 125i) at launch but, later in April, it will be joined by three further units – two petrol engines (118i and 135i) and one diesel (120d).  When the range is complete, the 118i and the 120d are likely to be the best-selling models accounting for approximately 60 per cent of sales, while the 135i M Sport will be the range flagship.

BMW 118i Convertible
BMW’s UK engine plant at Hams Hall near Birmingham produces all of BMW’s four-cylinder powertrains and the 118i and 120i models in the 1 Series provide one of the most economical ways of open-top motoring.  The 1,995cc engine in the 118i is identical in construction and layout to the 120i, just with a lower state of tune. 

The 118i in-line four-cylinder petrol engine with high-precision direct injection produces 143hp at 6,000rpm and peak torque of 190Nm at 4, 250rpm.  These figures equate to a zero to 62mph time of 9.3 seconds and a top speed of 130mph. 
The 118i uses the full range of BMW’s award-winning EfficientDynamics technologies to offer near-diesel levels of economy and emissions.  The 118i records a combined fuel consumption figure of 44.8mpg and CO2 emissions of 149g/km.  Both statistics have a significant impact on the overall cost of ownership and tax implications for buyers running the cars.
	Model
	Power Hp
	Torque NM
	0-62mph secs
	CO2 emissions g/km
	Combined mpg
	VED £
	VED Band
	BIK

%

	BMW 118i ES Convertible
	143
	190
	9.3
	149
	44.8
	£120*
	C
	15

	Volkswagen Eos FSI 150
	148
	201
	9.8
	198
	34.0
	£210*
	F
	26


Note: Data supplied by EMMOX Carcost Ltd
* Taking account of anticipated Vehicle Excise Duty rate adjustment
Taking petrol pump prices at 102p per litre, a 12,000 mile-a-year 118i Convertible driver will spend £1,243 on fuel per annum.  By comparison the owner of a Volkswagen Eos would pay an additional £395 a year for fuel and a further £90 a year in Vehicle Excise Duty.  An 11 per cent difference in Benefit-In-Kind level for business users is another clear advantage a 118i Convertible owner would enjoy. 
BMW 120i Convertible
Like the 118i Convertible, the 120i Convertible is also powered by a Hams Hall powerplant.  A combined fuel consumption of 42.8mpg, low 18 per cent Benefit-In-Kind tax rating, Band D Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) and a CO2 emissions rating of 158g/km, make for affordable motoring for the private buyer and the corporate customer alike.

To put this in perspective, the 120i Convertible will cost the 12,000 mile-a-year driver £1,301 in fuel.  This is £338 less than an equivalent Volkswagen Eos.  The BMW is also in a lower VED band and has a lower Benefit-In-Kind rating.

Regardless of its environmental and economical credentials the 120i Convertible does not disappoint when it comes to driving dynamics.  The four-cylinder-powered car is capable of a 8.4 second zero to 62mph time before going on to a top speed of 137mph.  A peak torque figure of 210Nm at 4,250rpm ensures in-gear flexibility for relaxed driving, while 170hp provides the peak performance. 

The 120i Convertible is able to achieve such impressive performance figures partly due to BMW’s award-winning EfficientDynamics technologies.  Details of EfficientDynamics are outlined on page 9. 

	Model
	Power Hp
	Torque NM
	0-62mph secs
	CO2 emissions g/km
	Combined mpg
	VED £
	VED Band
	BIK

%

	BMW 120i ES Convertible
	170
	210
	8.4
	158
	42.8
	£145*
	D
	18%

	Audi A3 Cabriolet 1.8 TFSI
	160
	250
	8.3
	174
	38.6
	£170*
	E
	22%

	Volkswagen Eos FSI 150
	148
	201
	9.8
	198
	34.0
	£210*
	F
	26%


Note: Data supplied by EMMOX Carcost Ltd
* Taking account of anticipated Vehicle Excise Duty rate adjustment
BMW’s six-cylinder 1 Series Convertibles are unashamedly targeted at drivers looking for BMW’s renowned six-pot performance with roof-down driving.  Yet emissions and fuel consumption remain highly competitive.
BMW 125i Convertible
The BMW 125i Convertible is powered by a six-cylinder petrol powerplant that uses the same structure as the world’s lightest six-cylinder production petrol engine, BMW’s 3.0-litre petrol magnesium-aluminium alloy unit.  The 2,996cc engines both feature a host of innovations. 
The magnesium aluminium alloy block tips the scales at just 121kgs (incl of ancillaries).  It uses an electric water pump instead of a conventional hydraulic one to deliver a 90 per cent improvement in efficiency as the water pump only circulates water when needed.  The 125i Convertible also uses high-precision direct injection technology and Double VANOS variable valve timing for the optimum in combustion efficiency.

All of this technology equates to a car that offers 218hp at 6,100rpm and a top speed of 148mph.  At the same time it is still capable of recording a 34.9mpg figure on the combined cycle and posting a 195g/km CO2 emissions figure.  For a marginal increase in fuel consumption the 125i Convertible is by far the more sporting car when compared to its rivals.

	Model
	Power Hp
	Torque NM
	0-62mph secs
	CO2 emissions g/km
	Combined mpg
	VED £
	VED Band
	BIK

%

	BMW 125i SE Convertible
	218
	270
	6.8
	195
	34.9
	£210*
	F
	26%

	Audi A3 2.0 TFSI Cabriolet
	200
	280
	7.4
	183
	37.2
	£210*
	F
	25%

	Volkswagen Eos  Sport T FSI 200
	197
	281
	7.8
	194
	34.4
	£210*
	F
	25%


Note: Data supplied by EMMOX Carcost Ltd
* Taking account of anticipated Vehicle Excise Duty rate adjustment
BMW 135i Convertible
The flagship of the 1 Series Convertible range is powered by an award-winning 2,979cc twin-turbocharged petrol powerplant producing 306hp at 5,800rpm.  The 2007 International Engine of the Year light alloy straight-six engine delivers a power to weight ratio of 183hp per tonne.  It also breaks the 100hp per litre figure that is normally the preserve of M cars.  Peak torque of 400Nm from just 1,300rpm through to 5,000rpm ensures smooth yet rapid progress and in-gear flexibility.

These class-leading statistics help the 135i dispatch the sprint from zero to 62mph in 5.6 seconds before going on to an electronically-limited top speed of 155mph.

The 135i uses high-precision direct injection to ensure the most efficient burn of fuel mix.  The system uses piezo injectors that finely atomise the petrol so that it can be mixed in very precise quantities for the optimum level of combustion.  Bi-VANOS variable valve technology is used to improve engine breathing by continuously adjusting the timing of the valves for the leanest burn of fuel/air mix. 

The intelligent design and engineering of the BMW 135i ensures it is capable of frugal motoring while maintaining its class-leading performance.  Its 3.0-litre engine posts a 30.1mpg figure on the combined cycle and a CO2 emissions figure of 224g/km. 
	Model
	Power Hp
	Torque NM
	0-62mph secs
	CO2 emissions g/km
	Combined mpg
	VED £
	VED Band
	BIK

%

	BMW 135i M Sport Convertible
	306
	400
	5.6
	224
	30.1
	£210*
	F
	31%

	Volkswagen Eos Sport V6
	247
	329
	7.3
	219
	30.7
	£210*
	F
	30%


Note: Data supplied by EMMOX Carcost Ltd
* Taking account of anticipated Vehicle Excise Duty rate adjustment
BMW 120d Convertible
The BMW 120d is the only diesel-powered Convertible in the range and follows a trend first started with the E46 320d Convertible launched in October 2004.

Before BMW took the diesel plunge, diesel powered convertibles were considered slubberdegullions with the concept of refined open-air motoring clashing with the engine characteristics of a diesel.  However, with developments in diesel refinement this situation has improved immeasurably.  BMW now offers diesel variants in its 3 Series and the 
6 Series drop-tops, and the 1 Series Convertible becomes the third open-top model in the range. 
The four-cylinder in-line single turbo-charged diesel engine powering the BMW 120d Convertible uses third generation common rail direct injection with piezo crystal injectors for the optimum in combustion efficiency.  The 1,995cc produces 177hp at 4,000rpm with peak torque of 350Nm available from 1,750rpm through to 3,000rpm.  Again, class-leading figures.

	Model
	Power Hp
	Torque NM
	0-62mph secs
	CO2 emissions g/km
	Combined mpg
	VED £
	VED Band
	BIK

%

	BMW 120d ES Convertible
	177
	350
	8.1
	134
	55.4
	£120*
	C
	15%

	Audi A3 Convertible 2.0 TDI
	140
	320
	9.7
	139
	53.3
	£120*
	C
	15%

	Volkswagen Eos Sport TDI 140
	138
	320
	10.4
	158
	47.1
	£145*
	D
	21%


Note: Data supplied by EMMOX Carcost Ltd
* Taking account of anticipated Vehicle Excise Duty rate adjustment
It’s the same class-leading situation for speed as the 120d Convertible achieves the zero to 62mph in 8.1 seconds before going on to 138mph.  The dynamic performance characteristics of the car do not impinge on its economy.  Combined fuel consumption is 55.4mpg with CO2 emission figures of 134g/km.  A Diesel Particulate Filter is fitted as standard and this lowers NOx, CO and CO2 particulate emissions to make the 120d Convertible the cleanest car in its class.

These measures make the car a cost effective ownership proposition for the business and private buyer alike with a Vehicle Excise Duty Band C rating.  Based on 15,000 miles a year, the owner of a 120d Convertible paying 106p per litre for diesel would spend £1,045 a year on fuel.  By contrast the Volkswagen Eos owner would use £184 more diesel per annum, while the Audi A3 driver is as fuel efficient, but only by virtue of its far lower power output and slower performance figures. 

Transmission and traction

Power is transmitted to the road in all 1 Series Convertibles via a standard specification six-speed manual gearbox.  Customers can also choose a six-speed automatic gearbox.  Buyers of the 125i and the 135i variants are able to specify a more sports-orientated six-speed automatic gearbox which has paddles located either side of the steering wheel to change gear for a more dynamic interaction with the car.

The 135i Convertible and its Coupé counterpart come with a BMW first – an electronic differential lock to support a sporting and ambitious style of driving.  The electronic differential lock works when the car is accelerating hard out of corners or tight bends.  In this situation, it electronically slows the spinning inside rear wheel and transfers power to the wheel with most grip to enhance vehicle traction and ensure that all available power is transferred to the road.

EfficientDynamics – balancing power, economy and emissions 
The new BMW 1 Series Convertible is the latest in a long line of BMW models, starting with the 3 Series Coupé and Convertible launched at the start of 2007, to benefit from a raft of performance and economy measures under BMW’s EfficientDynamics banner.

Brake Energy Regeneration features on all models and uses intelligent Alternator Control and an Absorbent Glass Matt (AGM) battery to harness engine power that would normally have been lost during engine over-run or braking.  Specific on-demand generation of electrical energy (i.e. the alternator only works when needed) serves to reduce fuel consumption and improve performance.  The alternator disconnects when the engine is running under load, but conversely connects and charges the battery when on overrun.

BMW has combined Brake Energy Regeneration technology with AGM batteries.  AGM batteries are able to withstand the increased number of intermittent charging phases that occur with Brake Energy Regeneration.  In an AGM battery, the acid is held in micro-glass-fibre mats between the individual layers of lead.  Thus the battery is able to store energy over a long period even when regularly charged and discharged.

All four-cylinder manual gearbox cars feature BMW’s Auto Start-Stop system as standard.  In urban traffic, when the gear is deselected and the clutch pedal raised, the engine automatically cuts out, thus eliminating emissions and any fuel consumption while static.  When the traffic restarts, the clutch is depressed in order to select the gear to pull away and, immediately and naturally, the engine fires back into life.  Should the 


driver not want to use the Automatic Start-Stop function it can be manually switched off.  An optimum gear shift indicator also features on all manual-gearbox cars to inform the driver of the appropriate gear for the most economical driving.

In addition, other than the range-topping 135i Convertible, all models feature electronic power steering.  In contrast to conventional hydraulic power steering, the 1 Series’ electronic system operates on an ‘on-demand’ basis, reducing the engine output normally needed to power the steering hydraulics.  This results in a 90 per cent energy saving compared with a conventional mechanical hydraulic steering system.

Other fuel saving enhancements have been made thanks to various innovative ancillary devices, such as the air-conditioning power supply disconnecting from the drivetrain when not in use.  When not needed, the pump decouples and uses only 200 watts, or ten per cent, of the normal power needed to drive a conventional pump.  Even flaps behind the kidney grille improve economy, closing for improved aerodynamic efficiency should the engine require less airflow.  This feature also improves cold starting times and reduces start-up noise.

4. Chassis
Like every BMW before it, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible aims for a near-perfect 50:50 weight distribution.  Its front-engine, rear-wheel-drive configuration offers the best foundation for benchmark driving dynamics; even weight distribution for optimum balance and reassuring traction levels.

For the most compliant, sporting ride and the best in directional stability, the 1 Series Convertible has a double-joint spring strut front axle suspension with a five-link rear set-up.  Such an arrangement allows engineers greater scope in fine-tuning the ride characteristics of the car for a sporting feel without creating a detrimental effect on ride comfort.

Safety is of paramount importance too and the 1 Series Convertible comes with an additional tier of protection in the event of a roll-over.  A circuit of satellite sensors registers the exact location of an accident and, along with the relevant airbag deployment, two roll-over bars extend from behind the rear seats in a fraction of a second to protect the safety cell.

All BMW 1 Series have six airbags as standard – two dual stage front airbags, two side airbags and two head airbags.  Brake Force Display on the rear lights highlights any emergency braking to following traffic.  Run-flat tyres provide stability in the event of a sudden deflation, support weight distribution, free up storage space and avoid the need for a spare wheel.  The car’s Tyre Puncture Warning System gives the driver an early indication of any loss of tyre pressure.

The best in stability control
Dynamic Stability Control is standard on the 1 Series Convertible and acts as an electronic safety blanket for the driver.  A further function of DSC is Dynamic Traction Control (DTC).  When activated by a button on the dashboard it permits a greater degree of wheelslip for more spirited driving.  DTC also allows for a degree of forward motion with limited wheel spin on slippery surfaces such as snow and ice.  In these situations, the near instantaneous interruption of full traction control would prevent the car from pulling away.  DSC can be completely disengaged should the driver so choose.

The six-cylinder BMW 125i and the 135i Convertibles come as standard with a more advanced form of DSC, Dynamic Stability Control+.  This has five additional features for added comfort and safety.
· Hill-start assistant holds the car on an incline for two seconds.  This allows the driver to engage gear and locate the clutch biting point to pull away smoothly without rolling backwards on a hill start. 

· Soft-stop releases a degree of braking pressure when coming to rest to achieve a smooth stop.

· Brake Drying works by gently applying the brake pads to the discs in wet conditions to clear the film of water that can build up.  This keeps the discs and pads ready for more effective braking performance.

· Brake pre-tensioning recognises when the driver’s foot comes off the accelerator in preparation for an emergency stop.  In this situation the brakes are partially activated so that the pads are in mild contact with the discs ready to be fully applied when the brake pedal is pushed.  This helps shorten stopping distances.

· Brake fade compensation monitors the level of retardation between pad and brake disc.  Should the stopping power of the brakes lessen with continued hard use, the system automatically applies a greater force between pad and disc to maintain the same level of stopping performance.

Supreme stopping power
All BMW 1 Series Convertible models come as standard with disc brakes all-round to provide class-leading retardation.  In addition, the 135i Convertible is fitted with a high-performance braking system featuring six-piston callipers at the front and two-piston callipers at the rear for near supercar stopping power.  The vented front brake discs of the 135i model measure 338mm x 26mm, while the vented rears are 324mm x 22mm. 

5. Market
It has been more than 30 years since BMW last offered a premium compact convertible car akin to the new 1 Series Convertible.  That original model was based on the 2002 series – a vehicle that was a modest sales success but one that left an indelible mark on the conscience of soft-top buyers and BMW collectors alike.  In the interim years BMW has offered a number of two- and four-seat convertible cars, but it is the 2002 that the new 1 Series Convertible draws its inspiration from.
Uwe Ellinghaus, Marketing Director of BMW (UK) Ltd, said:  “The time is ripe for BMW to introduce the 1 Series Convertible.  The latest 3 Series Convertible is selling well within its slightly more premium target market with its larger dimensions and Retractable Hard-Top folding roof.  This move allowed the scope for a compact, premium BMW car with a fabric roof to come to market.

“The 1 Series is a performance oriented product that is expected to appeal to the younger than normal BMW buyer.  The compact dimensions, stylish design and performance set it apart from the competition.” 

To ensure all buyers’ desires are fulfilled, the BMW 1 Series Convertible is available in ES, SE and M Sport specification levels.  SE builds on the impressive standard specification of ES by adding equipment that includes rear Park Distance Control, a different style of 16-inch light alloy wheels, automatic air-conditioning and a three-spoke multi-function sport leather steering wheel.

M Sport represents the pinnacle of the 1 Series Convertible range and comes as standard with M Aerodynamic body styling, M Sports suspension, Sport seats and three-spoke multi-function M leather steering wheel.  M designation door sill finishers, 17-inch light alloy wheels, Aluminium Glacier Silver interior trim, leather covered handbrake and gear lever knob, Anthracite headlining and High-gloss Shadowline exterior trim complete the package.  In a full year of sales it is predicted that the biggest take up will be SE specification cars.

BMW UK expects to sell circa 2,750 1 Series Convertible models in 2008 which would make it the fourth successive record breaking year for the 1 Series range.  The 118i Convertible is likely to be the most popular model accounting for more than 40 per cent of sales.  The 120i (approximately 30 per cent) and the 125i and 120d (both more than 10 per cent each) will be the next most popular variants.  The high performance 135i with its niche positioning is expected to garner single digit per cent sales. 
	Model
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	1 Series 3-door
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	4,643

	1 Series 5-door
	7,437
	22,022
	22,033
	18,158

	1 Series Coupé
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	389

	Total
	7,437
	22,022
	22,033
	23,190


The principle competitors for the BMW are the Audi A3 Convertible and the Volkswagen Eos.  A look at the statistics in the Drivetrain section underscores the competitive advantage the 1 Series Convertible enjoys.  However, the 1 Series offers even more than this to owners.

Strong residual values
The BMW 1 Series Convertible makes a sensible long-term financial proposition with class-leading residual values.  According to independent data analyst EMMOX Carcost Ltd, conservative estimates value the 1 Series Convertible as 47 per cent of original cost new for the average model after three years.  By comparison the Volkswagen Eos is only expected to hold an average of 44 per cent of its value.

Tony Dean, BMW Group Remarketing Manager, said:  “The 1 Series Convertible looks set to enjoy a good residual value figure.  This is made even more impressive by the knowledge that Emmox have set a very conservative figure in our opinion.  Using other recently launched, similarly-engined BMW models as a guide, BMW actually expect this figure to be in excess of 50 per cent at the end of the three-year ownership period.”

6. Optional highlights

The new 1 Series Convertible may be the most compact model in the BMW range but owners can benefit from a near identical optional enhancement list to larger models in the BMW range.

The 1 Series Convertible is available with optional MP3 and USB stick capability for the best in in-car entertainment.  Customers with their favourite music loaded on an Apple iPod or a USB stick can now plug these into the car to continue their listening.  Tracks are selected via steering wheel controls or the iDrive controller with music being played on the standard or one of a number of in-car professional stereo systems available.

For owners wanting the very best in communication and navigation technology, the 
1 Series Convertible can also be specified with two versions of factory-fit navigation systems and Bluetooth capability.  Business Navigation provides owners with iDrive controller, 6.5-inch folding colour display screen and DVD drive to provide navigation instructions via a combination of on-screen arrows, highlighted map and audio instructions.  Traffic Message Channel is a sub-function of Business Navigation and provides constant updates to the system to guide the driver around traffic delays or road closures.

Professional Navigation builds on this configuration by offering a perspective view display option to the map as well as arrow and audio navigation instructions.  

Adaptive Headlights that turn to follow the intended course of the car are offered on the 1 Series Convertible and have been improved compared to previous models.  A cornering light function is now added to the Adaptive Headlights package as standard.  In addition to the swivelling main headlights, two fog lights provide the driver with slow speed illumination to highlight kerbs or small objects that may otherwise damage the car.

The 120d Convertible and both six-cylinder Convertibles can be specified with Active Steering.  When fitted, an actively-assisted steering system reduces the number of turns lock-to-lock at slower speeds to make parking and turning in cities easier.  At higher speeds the system performs the opposite function by increasing the steering ratio to ensure greater stability and optimum dynamics.
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