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	Paul Weller to headline MINI United 2009 

	
	


British music icon Paul Weller will top the entertainment bill at MINI United 2009, which is being held at Silverstone race circuit from 22-24 May.  Calvin Harris, Chris Thompson, Raygun and Twisted Wheel complete the line-up of outstanding British musicians, DJs and bands brought together to celebrate MINI’s 50th birthday.
The MINI United festival, which in previous years has attracted MINI fans from around the world to events in Misano, Italy and Zandvoort, Holland, is coming home in 2009.  An all-British entertainment programme worthy of such a significant milestone in the life of MINI is set to light up the greatest birthday party of 2009. 
Friday 22 May  

Artist, remixer and producer Calvin Harris is kicking off the weekend playing a full live set with his band. Calvin is one of the most in-demand DJs in the world, has collaborated with the likes of Kylie Minogue and recently scored a massive chart number one hit in the UK;  with Dizzee Rascal on the track “Dance Wiv Me”. Calvin has also specially curated a bill to DJ in support of him.
Saturday 23 May

Chris Thompson, former lead singer of Manfred Mann’s Earth Band, will open the night with a special guest appearance. He will be followed by the band Raygun, who were selected by US superstar Pink to support her on her current European tour. 

 

The final support act is Northern upstarts Twisted Wheel, already a rising force in the UK.  The band has a reputation as one of the most driven and ferocious live bands around, and has earned prime support slots with mega-acts including Paul Weller, The Enemy, Kasabian and Oasis.  

Headlining MINI United 2009 is none other than Paul Weller. Former lead singer of The Jam and The Style Council, and a massively successful solo artist, Paul is a music icon and a fitting headliner for such a special event.  

Paul said: “As a lifelong MINI driver, I am really happy to be taking part in its 50th anniversary celebrations.”

As a special treat, Twisted Wheel will be performing one of Paul Weller’s classic songs as a tribute on the night. This unique version of the track will then be made available online at www.mini.com after the event.
Tickets for the full three day programme cost just £35 each and may be purchased online now at www.miniunited.com  Admission for children under 14 is free.  As well as an array of high-profile musical talent, MINI has prepared a multitude of activities guaranteed to keep visitor’s adrenalin pumping. 
Thousands of MINI owners and fans from across the globe are expected to descend upon the Northamptonshire site for the festival.  Guests will have the opportunity to drive laps on the Silverstone track in their own MINI or as a passenger with a MINI CHALLENGE competitor, as well as watching the third and fourth races of the popular MINI CHALLENGE Clubsport series.
The Mini Seven Racing Club will be staging a race in which up to 40 classic models will compete on the Silverstone circuit.  A comprehensive exhibition will guide fans through the rich and fascinating heritage of the brand.  Stunt shows, go-kart racing, driver training activities and much more add to the exciting activities on offer to everyone at MINI United.

All visitors will be well catered for, with numerous lounge areas, bars and restaurants placed around the Silverstone site.  A children’s area will provide entertainment for the little ones with ‘Bobby-Car’ racing, climbing, face painting and much more.

In true festival style, a camping area for up to 10,000 tents will be set up just a ten minute walk from the site at nearby Whittlebury Park. Further information regarding festival accommodation is also available at www.minunited.com 

Silverstone is situated just 35 miles from Oxford, the home of MINI. For fans who want to experience MINI production first hand, plant tours will be offered.  As places are limited, MINI United visitors should contact oxford.plant-tours@mini.com at the earliest opportunity to request a tour.
Ends.
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