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Auto Express New Car Honours 2012
The new BMW 3 Series Saloon scooped the award for Best Compact Executive Car, for the fourth consecutive year at the Auto Express New Car Honours 2012.  Praised for its dynamic prowess, efficient engines and high quality interior the BMW 3 Series Saloon remains the car of choice in the compact executive sector.

The BMW 520d EfficientDynamics Saloon has stolen back the accolade of Best Executive Car at the Auto Express New Car Honours 2012. With CO2 emissions critical in this class it was a clear win for the 5 Series with its all-round appeal.

Topping off the night, the BMW 1 Series 5-door Sports Hatch was crowned Best Compact Family Car, beating off strong competition from the Volkswagen Golf and the Kia cee’d.  With the 116d EfficientDynamics model in tow, the BMW 1 Series range was commended for offering generous kit, tax efficient engines and the all-important kerbside appeal.

Auto Express’ Editor In Chief, Steve Fowler, said of the wins: “What a combination! It sounds too good to be true but the amalgamation of great looks, a brilliant drive and affordable running costs makes the BMW 1 Series, 3 Series and 5 Series all worthy winners.”

BMW named Fleet Manufacturer of the Year and collects a host of other accolades
BMW has been crowned Fleet Manufacturer of the Year by influential corporate title Fleet World. This is the third year in a row that BMW has garnered the top prize at Fleet World Honours, an awards ceremony that celebrates the highest possible level of excellence in the corporate sector. 

Chair of the judges and Editor of Fleet World, Steve Moody, said: “When we asked major fleet and leasing companies who they thought was the number one fleet manufacturer, the answer was unequivocal: BMW. Great products including the brilliant new 3 Series, low CO2 and strong residuals are some of the reasons for the award.

“But it is about people too: fleets feel BMW reacts quickly, listens to their concerns and works with them better than any other manufacturer, making the complete package.”

News of the headline award came on the same night as the BMW 1 Series won the overall award for ‘Best Lower Medium Car’, for its class-leading engine line-up and the perceived leap forward in interior design and ride comfort by corporate customers. Also honoured by Fleet World was the BMW 5 Series Saloon which scooped ‘Best Executive Car’ following the decision by a panel of judges using residual value, maintenance, reliability and market value data across a cross section of independent sources. 

The new BMW 3 Series Saloon received a double win, being named ‘Best New Car’ for 2012 courtesy of it raising the bar in all areas. It also received ‘Best Upper Medium Car’ because the outgoing vehicle was still a class-leader which makes the latest one with its improvements ‘still the benchmark to which all others aspire’.

BMW 3 Series Saloon voted ‘Best Executive Car’ 
BMW’s all new 3 Series Saloon has been crowned ‘Best Executive Car’ by influential car buyers’ bible Diesel Car Magazine. The annual award is hotly contested but the Three’s biggest rival turned out to be the BMW 5 Series Saloon. 

Ian Robertson, Diesel Car editor, said: “Its high class cabin cossets with boardroom comfort and the calibre of the engineering is evident in every detail. There’s a certain wow factor in the way it makes you feel behind the wheel.”

The BMW 3 Series Saloon went on sale in March and since then over 12,000 have already been sold. The BMW X3 was also commended in the awards for being ‘Best SUV’.

The UK’s largest online expert advice portal honours BMW 3 Series
www.honestjohn.co.uk, home of the butcher’s hat wearing industry guru, has bestowed the new BMW 3 Series Saloon with the honour of ‘Most Popular Compact Executive Car’ in its annual awards. ‘Honest’ and his fellow judges said of the Three: “It's well known that the BMW 3 Series sets the standard for premium saloons when it comes to handling. But there's more to this 3 Series than just driver enjoyment. It comes with decent levels of standard equipment and some of the most efficient engines available.”
Honest John has more than 1.2 million unique users a month who log on for advice and to brush up on motoring knowledge. 

Fleet News readers name BMW Fleet Manufacturer of the Year
The biggest selling fleet magazine has named BMW as its Fleet Manufacturer of the Year – a feat the marque has pulled off for the second year in a row. BMW fought off strong competition to take home the top accolade, trumping its industry rivals on operating costs, fleet support and product support as voted by the magazine’s readers.

The BMW 5 Series Saloon also retained its title of ‘Best Boardroom Car’ with readers saying they valued the mix of high performance but low CO2 courtesy of EfficientDynamics. 

Steve Chater, Corporate Operations Manager for BMW Group, said: “To take home these prestigious awards for the second year in a row is a real honour. It’s great to see BMW’s consistent approach to sustainable mobility, through the use of EfficientDynamics technologies, being recognised by the experts in the UK fleet market.” 

 
Ends
The BMW Group
The BMW Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the world with its BMW, MINI, Husqvarna Motorcycles  and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 25 production and assembly facilities in 14 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

In 2011, the BMW Group sold about1.67 million cars and more than 113,000 motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2010 was euro 4.8 billion on revenues amounting to euro 60.5 billion. At 31 December 2010, the BMW Group had a workforce of approximately 95,500 employees.

	The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of its strategy. As a result of its efforts, the BMW Group has been ranked industry leader in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes for the last seven years.




www.bmwgroup.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWUK
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWUK 
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Krystyna Kozlowska	BMW Media Relations Assistant
Tel: 01344 480707	Email: Krystyna.Kozlowska@bmw.co.uk 

Gavin Ward		BMW Media Relations Manager
Tel:  01344 480829	Email: Gavin.Ward@bmw.co.uk

Wieland Bruch		Product Communications Manager
Tel: 01344 480113	Email: Wieland.Bruch@bmw.co.uk

Graham Biggs		Corporate Communications Director
Tel:  01344 480109	Email:  Graham.Biggs@bmw.co.uk
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