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BMW Group unveils London 2012 Olympic Park Pavilion 

Stunning river-based two-storey Pavilion is the latest addition to the 

Olympic Park. 

 

The final countdown to London 2012 has begun and BMW Group today unveiled their 

Olympic Park Pavilion, expected to draw thousands of visitors each day of the Games.  

 

Conceived by an award-winning British architecture firm, the BMW Group Pavilion 

represents a significant architectural addition to the Olympic Park, showing an exciting 

range of the company‟s latest vehicles against the backdrop of the Olympic Stadium 

and Aquatics Centre. The structure also underlines the company‟s longstanding 

commitment to design and sustainability with an array of individual rooftop pavilions 

exhibiting current models as well as concept cars of the future. 

 

The Pavilion is light and open, appearing to „float‟ on the river as water flows down the 

sides of the structure to create a constantly changing façade, whilst simultaneously 

accentuating its position on an elevated platform on the Waterworks River. The lower 

floor exhibition area is dedicated to the London 2012 Games fleet and interactive 

displays for guests to learn more about the BMW Group‟s vision for the future of 

individual transport, its approach to sustainability and wider London 2012 partnership 

activities. These include how the Group has helped elite and aspiring athletes on their 

road to 2012 and brought improvements to the sporting world through technology.  

Also on display are prototype models including the BMW E-Scooter and the BMW i 

Pedelec concept – a recently announced concept electrically-assisted bicycle, and a 

new-look MINI Rocketman Concept, a revised version of the original Rocketman 

concept, first seen at the 2011 Geneva Motor Show. Inspired by London 2012 and 

paying tribute to our capital, the new MINI Rocketman has a Union Jack-inspired colour 

scheme. 

 

http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/motorshows/geneva-motor-show/
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In an intimate cinema space a special film is shown before an opportunity to view the 

upper floor product displays. The top deck, comprising of nine individual rooftop 

pavilions, displays current and future BMW Group vehicles including the BMW i3 

Concept, the BMW i8 Concept and the new generation BMW 3 Series Touring.   

 

Tim Abbott, Managing Director, BMW Group UK comments: “The role of the Pavilion is 

two-fold – to explain the support we‟re providing as the Official Automotive Partner to 

the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, but also to provide a powerful visual 

symbol of our commitment to the highest standards of innovation in design and 

sustainability.  We look forward to welcoming visitors and guests to the BMW Group 

Pavilion throughout the Games.”  

 

Water plays a central role in the Pavilion‟s design. The Waterworks River provides the 

water, which is filtered and used to cool the building as it flows down the walls, before 

being returned to the river. The upper floor is surrounded by water, reflecting views of 

the Olympic Park and each of the rooftop pavilions has a distinctive, light roof and 

slender, straight columns, designed to complement other Olympic Park structures 

including the Velodrome.  

 

Principal architect Christopher Lee comments: “As a British-based practice, we were 

delighted to be selected to work with BMW Group for the UK‟s first Olympic and 

Paralympic Games since 1948.  It‟s not every day that one has the opportunity to work 

with a brand like BMW on such a global stage and we are proud that the finished result 

will be seen by thousands of people during London 2012.” 

 

In line with BMW Group‟s commitment to sustainability, the environment was a key 

consideration in the design of the company‟s 800m2 Pavilion.  As well as the filtering 

and recycling of the river water, steel with high recycled content provides the structural 

backbone and use of other carbon-intensive materials such as concrete has been 

minimised.   
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The BMW Group Pavilion will be accessible throughout the Olympic and Paralympic 

Games to all Olympic Park visitors and provides an opportunity for members of the 

public to learn more about the company‟s latest innovations and role at the Games first-

hand.  

 

ENDS 

 

BMW and London 2012 

BMW Group is the world’s most sustainable automotive manufacturer and the natural automotive 

partner for a truly sustainable Olympic and Paralympic Games. BMW Group was chosen by London 

2012 due to its ability to meet the emission targets set by London 2012. 

The Efficient Dynamic, hybrid and zero emissions cars, motorcycles and bicycles provided by BMW 

Group for London 2012 provide essential mobility for athletes and officials that is vital for the 

operational success of the Games. 

 

The BMW Group 

The BMW Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the 

world with its BMW, MINI, Husqvarna Motorcycles  and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global company, the 

BMW Group operates 29 production and assembly facilities in 14 countries and has a global sales 

network in more than 140 countries. 

In 2011, the BMW Group sold about 1.67 million cars and more than 113,000 motorcycles worldwide. 

The profit before tax for the financial year 2011 was euro 7.38 billion on revenues amounting to euro 

68.82 billion. At 31 December 2011, the BMW Group had a workforce of approximately 100,000 

employees. 

The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible action. 

The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 

comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral 

part of its strategy. As a result of its efforts, the BMW Group has been ranked industry leader in the 

Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes for the last seven years. 

www.bmwgroup.com    

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview  

http://www.bmwgroup.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup
http://twitter.com/BMWGroup
http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview
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Serie Architects 

Serie Architects is winner of the BD Young Architect of the Year Award for 2010.  With offices in 

London, Mumbai and Beijing, Serie Architects provides full architecture and urban design services for 

the private and public sectors. 
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Press Contacts  

For further information please contact: 

 

BMW Group UK 

 
Michelle Roberts  Corporate Communications Manager London 2012 
Tel: 01344 480719 Email: Michelle.Roberts@bmw.co.uk 
 
Graham Biggs  Corporate Communications Director 
Tel:  01344 480109 Email: Graham.Biggs@bmw.co.uk 
 
 
London 2012 Press office 01344 480 900 
Media contact  london2012press@bmw.co.uk 
 
Main office number: 01344 480320 
Media website:    www.press.bmwgroup.co.uk 
Customer website: www.bmw.co.uk 
 
 

freud communications  

Dónal MacCrann 
Tel: 020 3003 6631 Email: donal.maccrann@freud.com   
 
Tom Jennings 
Tel: 0203 003 6590             Email: tom.jennings@freud.com 

http://www.press.bmwgroup.co.uk/
http://www.bmw.co.uk/
mailto:donal.maccrann@freud.com
mailto:tom.jennings@freud.com

