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MINI HATCH IS AUTO EXPRESS CAR OF THE YEAR!

New MINI Hatch sees off strong opposition to win Britain’s biggest-
selling weekly car magazine’s top honour

e New MINI Hatch crowned Auto Express Car of the Year for 2014

e Editor-in-Chief Steve Fowler says MINI Hatch is “a car the UK can be
proud of”

e Built in Britain, loved the world over — MINI Hatch goes from strength
to strength

The new MINI Hatch has been named Auto Express magazine’s Car of the
Year 2014 at its annual New Car Awards.

Chris Brownridge, Director, MINI UK, collected the prestigious gong at a lavish
ceremony held in London’s Grand Connaught Rooms. The prize was presented
by the magazine’s Editor-in-Chief, Steve Fowler.

The new MINI Hatch rose above the crowd and saw off some incredibly strong
opposition to take the top prize. As Britain’s best-selling weekly motoring
magazine, Auto Express tests hundreds of new cars every year making this
accolade particularly notable.

Explaining the reasons for MINI’s win, Steve Fowler said: “The MINI Hatch is
the perfect Car of the Year for 2014 —it's a small car that’s big on talent. We
love the way it drives, the quality, the efficiency and the big car tech on board.
It's also built brilliantly in Britain — a car the UK can be proud of.”

Chris Brownridge added: “The new MINI Hatch has received universal acclaim
since we launched it earlier this year. A great deal of work has gone in to
refining performance, handling, style and quality with this all-new model and
this recognition from Auto Express is testament to that effort.”

Thanking the Auto Express panel for choosing the new MINI Hatch,
Brownridge continued: “This award is a real boost to all 6,000 MINI associates
across Plant Hams Hall, Swindon and of course, Oxford, all of whom should be
extremely proud of this achievement. They have created a car which in just a



Date
Subject

Page

MINI
United Kingdom
Corporate Communications

Media Information
16 July 2014

MINI HATCH IS AUTO EXPRESS CAR OF THE YEAR!
2

few months has captured the imagination of customers and the motor
industry alike.”

Since its UK market launch in March this year, the new MINI Hatch has been a
runaway success winning both critical acclaim and new customers. As of July
2014, MINI UK has the strongest forward order bank for Hatch since the brand
was relaunched in 2001.

Built in Britain at MINI Plant Oxford, the new MINI Hatch has benefited from a
£750 million investment across three of BMW Group’s UK manufacturing
facilities. Substantial upgrades to Plant Oxford and to Plant Swindon, where
most of the MINI's body pressings and sub-assemblies are manufactured,
reaffirm the UK’s position as the global manufacturing home of MINI. The
Hams Hall engine plant in Birmingham is also being re-equipped.

Starting at £13,750 OTR, the new MINI Hatch is packed with new features and
technology. The car is more spacious than before, finished to an even higher
standard and provides the driver with a more dynamic and performance-
oriented experience. New first-for-class features such as LED headlamps and
Emergency Calling (E-Call), as well as a suite of advanced three and four-
cylinder engines, will ensure the Hatch stays well ahead of the pack for years
to come.

Ends

The BMW Group

With its three brands BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce, the BMW Group is the world’s leading premium
manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility
services. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 28 production and assembly facilities in
13 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

In 2013, the BMW Group sold approximately 1.963 million cars and 115,215 motorcycles
worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2013 was € 7.91 billion on revenues
amounting to approximately € 76.06 billion. As of 31 December 2013, the BMW Group had a
workforce of 110,351 employees.

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible
action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the
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value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving
resources as an integral part of its strategy.

www.bmwgroup.com

Facebook: http:/Ammww.facebook.com/BMWGroup
Twitter: http://ftwitter.com/BMWGroup

YouTube: http:/Avww.youtube.com/BMWGroupview
Google+: http://googleplus.omwgroup.com

MINI Press Office Contacts:

Chris Overall MINI Media Relations Executive

Tel: 01344 480739 Email: Chris.Overall@mini.co.uk

Marc Mustard MINI Media Relations Manager

Tel: 01344 480110 Email: Marc.Mustard@mini.co.uk

Piers Scott General Manager, Product and Internal Communications
Tel: 01344 480113 Email: Piers.Scott@®bmw.co.uk

Graham Biggs Corporate Communications Director

Tel: 01344 480109 Email: Graham.Biggs@bmw.co.uk

Media website: www.press.bmwgroup.co.uk
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