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As cities increasingly discuss the introduction of “low emission zones”, BMW is making 
another important contribution to boost the uptake and attractiveness of electromobility 
among consumers, by launching BMW eDrive Zones in London and Birmingham. With 
electric ranges of up to 54 miles, BMW plug-in hybrid models are built with cities in 
mind, as they can complete most commuting trips on pure-electric power. This new 
technology helps drivers do just that. 

BMW eDrive Zones is a new digital service which automates the process of switching to 
electric-only power when a BMW plug-in hybrid vehicle enters a defined area of these 
cities. The service, unique in the worldwide automotive industry, also automatically 
ensures that the electric power is conserved for use during the part of the journey within 
the low emission zone, if the journey destination is entered into the vehicle’s navigation 
system. 

This new technology ensures BMW plug-in hybrid models offer consumers the best of 
both worlds: electric-only driving in the city, where it makes the most difference and a 
highly efficient internal combustion engine to cover long distances.  

 “This is the flexibility that customers want, as they make the transition to 
electromobility” said Pieter Nota, BMW AG board member for Customer, Brands, Sales 
commenting on the UK launch of BMW eDrive Zones.  “A plug-in hybrid vehicle 
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BMW launches its world-first eDrive Zones technology 
in the UK. 
 
•     First car manufacturer to use GPS geo-fencing technology in 
designated areas of London and Birmingham. 
•      BMW plug-in hybrid models automatically switch to electric driving 
mode when they enter an eDrive Zone.  
•      Pieter Nota, BMW AG board member for Customer, Brands, Sales: 
“BMW eDrive Zones improve air quality in cities fast and reduce running 
costs for drivers. It’s win-win for everyone.” 
•     Included in every new BMW 3 Series, BMW 5 Series, BMW 7 Series 
and BMW X5 plug-in hybrid model. 
•     Available as a free over-the-air software update for compatible plug-in 
hybrid models running BMW Operating System 7. 
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combines the best of two worlds: emission-free city-driving as well as long-distance 
capabilities. We urge governments to prioritise plug-in hybrid vehicles in order to 
encourage consumers to live a more sustainable lifestyle. BMW eDrive Zones 
technology supports customers to drive emission free in London and Birmingham. It 
improves air quality in cities fast and reduces running costs for drivers. It’s win-win for 
everyone”, Nota added. 

The BMW eDrive Zones service, available as standard on BMW plug-in hybrid models 
running the latest BMW Operating System 7.0, uses geo-fencing technology via GPS 
within the vehicle’s navigation system. The eDrive Zones in London and Birmingham 
are highlighted graphically on the vehicle’s Central Control Display navigation screen, so 
drivers can see their location.  

This feature, which is enabled in customer vehicles as of today, covers the same 
geographic area as the TFL Congestion Charge/ULEZ zone in London, whilst in 
Birmingham the service covers the city’s planned Clean Air Zone, which is due to be 
implemented in 2021. BMW plans to introduce this technology in additional cities 
across the UK and Ireland in the future.  

The BMW eDrive Zones service is now available as standard on BMW 330e, BMW 
530e, BMW 745e and BMW X5 xDrive45e, with additional compatible models 
launching in the future. BMW eDrive Zones has also been made available via a free 
over-the-air software update for compatible BMW plug-in hybrid vehicles, meaning 
existing customers can also benefit from this technology. 

The significant contribution plug-in hybrid vehicles can make to reducing tailpipe 
emissions in cities was demonstrated in an early trial of this technology, carried out in 
the Netherlands in 2018. Results of this research project showed 90 per cent of all 
routes within the trial zone in Rotterdam were driven in electric-only mode.  

BMW Group production locations in the UK are also contributing towards the 
company’s global electromobility goals. BMW Group’s Hams Hall engine manufacturing 
plant, near Birmingham, assembles three-cylinder and four-cylinder petrol engines that 
are at the heart of a number of BMW and MINI plug-in hybrid vehicles. By the end of 
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2020, it is expected that one in five engines built by the company in Birmingham will be 
destined for a plug-in hybrid vehicle, rising to around 25 per cent of engines built next 
year. 

At MINI Plant Oxford, the global centre of MINI manufacturing, production of the brand’s 
first battery-electric car started earlier this year. Last week, just before the plant’s annual 
summer shutdown, Plant Oxford hit a production milestone with 11,000 MINI Electric 
models built since production begun. 
 

BMW Group currently offers 14 electrified vehicles across its brand portfolio. This will 

be increased to a total of 25 electrified models on the road by the end of 2023, with 

more than half of those models fully electric. In Europe, the BMW Group expects that 

electrified vehicles will account for 25 per cent of sales by 2021, a third by 2025 and 

half by 2030. As announced last week, as part of the company’s anchoring of 

sustainability at the heart of its corporate strategy, the goal is to have a total of more 

than seven million electrified BMW Group vehicles on the roads in ten years – around 

two thirds of them with a fully-electric drivetrain. More details on that announcement 

can be found here: https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/united-

kingdom/article/detail/T0312175EN_GB/no-premium-without-responsibility:-bmw-

group-makes-sustainability-and-efficient-resource-management-central-to-its-

strategic-direction 

 
Ends 

 
The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and assembly facilities in 15 
countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2019, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million passenger vehicles and more than 175,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2019 was € 7.118 billion on revenues amounting to 
€ 104.210 billion. As of 31 December 2019, the BMW Group had a workforce of 126,016 employees. 
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The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The 
company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 
comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part 
of its strategy. 

www.bmwgroup.com  
www.bmw.co.uk 
www.press.bmwgroup.com/united-kingdom/ 

Facebook: BMW UK 
Twitter: @BMW_UK 
Instagram: BMWUK 
LinkedIn: BMW (UK) Limited 
YouTube: BMW UK 

 
For further information please contact:  
 
Helen Wilson 
BMW Group Media Relations Executive 
Tel: 07815 372 480 
Email: Helen.Wilson@bmw.co.uk 

Chris Overall  
BMW Media Relations Manager  
Tel: 07815 370 990 
Email: Chris.Overall@bmw.co.uk 

Emma Begley  
General Manager, Communications  
Tel: 07815 371 062  
Email: Emma.Begley@bmw.co.uk  

Graham Biggs 
Corporate Communications Director  
Tel: 07815 376 867 
Email: Graham.Biggs@bmw.co.uk  
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