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BMW Group opens new automated steel pressing facility at 
Swindon plant 
 

• New press shop and logistics hall at Plant Swindon 

• Automatic Guided Vehicles (AGVs) digitalise manufacturing 

 

Swindon. BMW Group board member for production, Dr Milan Nedeljković, 

formally opened a new automated steel pressing facility at the company’s 

Swindon plant today. The new press will produce steel panels for the MINI 

plant in Oxford at twice the rate of the old equipment which it replaces, with 

the steel blanks and finished panels handled by a new fleet of Automatic 

Guided Vehicles (AGVs). 

 

“Plant Swindon now has the latest press-shop technology and is ready to 

take its performance to the next level, as a vital member of BMW Group’s 

international production network,” commented Dr Milan Nedeljković.  

 

The use of AGVs throughout the process has streamlined logistics 

considerably, in particular with the use of a giant AGV which can transport up 

to six tonnes of material. This is a technological first for the BMW Group and is 

will be rolled out in other press shops around the company’s global network of 

manufacturing plant. In total, 23 new AGVs have been commissioned in the 

new facilities, with more planned over the next few years. 

 

The new press is made up of six individual stations which can produce up to 

18 parts per minute – more than twice the capacity of the previous press line. 

The time taken swap the pressing tools is significantly reduced too, from at 

least 30 mins, to a little over three minutes. The pressure which the new press 

can apply is 2,500 tonnes or equivalent to the weight of 20 blue whales. 

 

Environmental Credentials 

BMW Group Company 
 

Postal Address 
BMW (UK) Ltd. 

Summit One 
Summit Avenue 

Farnborough 
GU14 0FB 

 
Telephone 

01252 920000 
 

Internet 
www.bmw.co.uk 

www.bmwgroup.com 



 
 

  Media Information  
Date  25 May 2022  

Subject  BMW Group opens a new PGA Production System at Plant Swindon 
Page  2 

 

 

 

 

Corporate Communications 

The building has numerous environmental features including water harvesting 

from the roof to provide water to all non-drinking water supplies. There is also 

a system which uses the heat from the press hydraulics to heat the main hall. 

This along with smaller touches such as LED lighting and the long glass roof 

windows running down the centre of the building have a significant impact, 

creating a light bright working environment, reducing the reliance on artificial 

light and contribute significantly to achieving energy saving and sustainability 

targets. 

 

Dr. Markus Grüneisl, CEO of both the Swindon plant and the MINI plant in 

Oxford said, “This project is a testament to the expertise and the passion, of 

the team here in Swindon and I couldn’t be prouder. We are now sharing the 

learning from all the new projects at Swindon with our colleagues from the 

wider production network and so showcasing these new advances at 

Swindon around the world.” 

 

The construction of the new building started in June 2019, after the 

demolition and the clearing of ‘A' Building on the Swindon site. During the 

construction of the 36m wide, 210m long, 25m high building, the team has 

managed the challenge of the COVID-19 restrictions and an enforced four-

week shutdown during the first lockdown.  

 

The site currently produces for both BMW and MINI models and has a long 

history with the first body shells leaving the site in 1955.  

 
  



 
 

  Media Information  
Date  25 May 2022  

Subject  BMW Group opens a new PGA Production System at Plant Swindon 
Page  3 

 

 

 

 

Corporate Communications 

 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 

 
BMW Group Corporate Communications 

Kimberley Ragousis, 
Corporate Communications Manager 
Email: Kimberley.Ragousis@bmwgroup.com 
Tel: +44-7815 374 418  
 

Graham Biggs 
Corporate Communications Director  
Email: Graham.Biggs@bmw.co.uk  
Tel: +44-7815 376 867 
 
 
Media website: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
 
 
The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s 
leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial 
and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and assembly 
facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2021, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million passenger vehicles and more than 194,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2021 was € 16.1 billion on 
revenues amounting to € 111.2 billion. As of 31 December 2021, the BMW Group had a workforce of 
118,909 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. 
The company set its course for the future early on and is making sustainability and resource efficiency 
the focus of the company’s strategic direction – from the supply chain, through production, to the end 
of the use phase, for all its products.  
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
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