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Successful go-live of new production IT at BMW Group in 
cooperation with SAP SE 
+++ Processes and systems become faster, more efficient and more 
transparent +++ BMW Group MINI Plant Oxford as forerunner +++ 
 
Munich / Oxford. Another step in the digitalization of BMW Group production has been 
taken: in August, the new standardized BMW IT solution for production plants went live for 
the first time worldwide at the MINI Plant Oxford. Based on modern, private cloud-based 
software and SAP S/4 HANA, the BMW Group and SAP SE are further developing the 
process and tool landscape for the entire automotive industry, thereby establishing state-
of-the-art technology in the industry. 
 
First successful SAP S/4 HANA go-live in automotive production. With the 
implementation at the Oxford plant, the two companies have created a blueprint for 
process digalitization of (automotive) plants of the future. The simultaneous rollout of the 
new global logistics, finance and customs process solutions is the basis for future global 
standardization with SAP S/4 HANA, SAP Analytics Cloud and SAP GTS. The 
standardization enables mutual plant support, flexible employee deployment and synergy 
effects in support and training. It also forms the basis for future innovations and a faster 
rollout of new solutions in the production network and enables data consistency and 
transparency along the entire value chain. By linking relevant product, process, quality, 
financial and cost data using data analytics and AI, the BMW Group is taking plant 
management to a new level. 
 
"The go-live at the Oxford plant is an important milestone in the digitalization process of 
our production. It is further evidence of the transformation that is anchored in the BMW 
iFACTORY. It is the starting point of one of the largest change projects in the history of our 
production network. The new IT standards will be implemented successively at our BMW 
Group production sites," says Michael Nikolaides, Head of Production Network, Logistics 
at the BMW Group. 
 
With the BMW iFACTORY, the BMW Group is defining the future orientation of its plants 
and manufacturing technologies. Alongside the aspects of LEAN and GREEN, the 
digitization of production is the central element of the transformation. Digitalization and 
innovative technologies already have an impact along the entire BMW Group production 
value chain and are being driven forward in the following technology clusters: Smart Data 
Analytics, Smart Logistics, Innovative Automation & Assistance Systems and Additive 
Manufacturing. Especially in the area of BMW Group Logistics, Customs and Controlling, 
the introduction of the new production IT standards will further increase the level of speed, 
quality and flexibility. 
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Unternehmenskommunikation 

"IT is business and business is IT. As one team, we have successfully implemented a 
highly complex project. As part of our digitization and harmonization strategy, with this 
new solution we are now able to link relevant product, process, quality and cost data, 
enabling data consistency and transparency across the entire production chain. We are 
proud to be the innovation leader in the standardization of business processes and 
systems in the automotive industry," says Alexander Buresch, CIO and SVP Group IT at 
BMW Group. 
 
With this go-live, Oxford is the hub of the process digitalization and harmonization 
strategy. The MINI Plant in Oxford is the first of the BMW Group's networked factories to 
be converted to the cloud architecture over the next few years. Future innovations can thus 
be rolled out much faster across all plants. 
 
Co-innovation of two German pioneers: BMW Group and SAP SE define new standards 
for automotive industry. More than 1͆000 colleagues from both companies were involved 
in the project. In it, SAP SE and BMW AG further developed the functionalities of S/4HANA 
for use in the automotive industry. Both companies can look back on a strategic 
partnership spanning more than 30 years, during which numerous co-innovation projects 
have already been successfully implemented. 
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If you have any questions, please contact:  
 
Press and Public Relations 
 
Janina Latza 
Spokesperson BMW Group IT 
Tel.: +49 (0)151 – 601̈́12650 
E-Mail: Janina.Latza@bmw.de  
 
Benedikt Torka 
Spokesperson BMW Production Network 
Tel.: +49 (0)151 – 601̈́32455  
E-Mail: benedikt.torka@bmwgroup.com 
 
Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
E-Mail: presse@bmw.de  
 
  
 
The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. The BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites worldwide; the company 
has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2022, the BMW Group sold nearly 2ͅ4 million passenger vehicles and more than 202͆000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2022 was € 23ͅ5 billion on revenues amounting to 
€ 142ͅ6 billion. As of 31 December 2022, the BMW Group had a workforce of 149͆475 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The 
company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes sustainability and efficient 
resource management central to its strategic direction, from the supply chain through production to the end of 
the use phase of all products. 
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