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BMW Group sales increase yet again in 2004  
1,208,724 automobiles delivered in total 
More than 1 million BMW vehicles sold for the first time 
 

Detroit/Munich. The BMW Group has achieved a clear growth in volume sales 
in 2004 with an increase of 9.4%. World-wide, 1,208,724 BMW, MINI and Rolls-

Royce cars were delivered to customers (prev.yr.: 1,104,916). The BMW brand 
passed the million mark for the first time in the company's history, with 

1,023,575 automobiles sold. This is an increase of 10.3% compared with the 
previous year (928,151). 
 

Demand for the MINI is also still robust three and a half years after its market 
launch in July 2001. Sales rose from the already high level of last year (176,465) 
by 4.5% to 184,357 units. As far as the Rolls-Royce brand is concerned, 792 

Phantoms were delivered to customers last year (previous year: 300). This is the 
highest level reached by the brand in 14 years. This makes the Rolls-Royce the 

clear market leader in the absolute luxury class.    
 
Dr. Helmut Panke, Chairman of the Board of Management of BMW AG, is 

confident about prospects for the year 2005. Today, at the North American 
International Auto Show (NAJAS) in Detroit, he stated: "We will continue to 
increase sales of the BMW Group after the record year 2004.“  

 
The USA successfully defended its top position as the largest market for the 

BMW Group in 2004. In the period under review, almost 300,000 (296,111) cars 
were sold, which is 6.9% more than in 2003 (276.869). The BMW Group's home 
market of Germany, with 283,559 units (plus 10.8%/prev.yr.: 255,809) came a 

close second, followed by the UK, with 150,895 vehicles delivered (plus 
9.0%/prev.yr.: 138,440), Italy with 77,243 (plus 15.3%/prev.yr.: 66,980) and 
Japan, with 51,796 units (plus 6.4%/prev.yr.: 48,678). 

 
For the BMW brand, the new models in the BMW 1 Series, the BMW X3 and the 

BMW 6 Series met with an extraordinary positive reception in 2004. The 
company has entered three new market segments with these innovations in just 
nine months. Since its market launch in January 2004, 92,267 BMW X3 vehicles 

have already been sold. 21,043 of the new BMW 6 Series were delivered to 
customers up to the end of the year. Of these, 12,335 were coupés and 8,708 
convertibles. 39,247 of the BMW 1 Series, which has been available since 
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September, were sold. Sales of the BMW 3 Series also developed successfully – 
in the last full production year, 449,670 vehicles were sold (prev. yr.: 528,358 / 
minus 14.9%). With the BMW 5 Series BMW Group achieved sales of 229,593 

units, representing an increase of 23.8% over the previous year (185,481). 
 
For the MINI brand, the completely positive reactions to the most important new 

launch, the MINI Convertible, were reflected in the sales figures. In the first half-
year since the market launch in July of last year, 18,741 Convertibles were sold, 

which is already over 10% of total MINI sales even though it has been available 
for less than six months. 
 

In the motorcycle segment, sales seen over the year, at 92,266 units, remained 
slightly below the high level of the previous year (92,962/ minus 0.7%). 
 

After its product and market offensive of recent years, the BMW Group is ideally 
positioned to move into the future. Helmut Panke commented as follows: "Our 

product portfolio and our international presence are more comprehensive than 
ever before. We will resolutely continue to utilise further market potential 
available to us in the future too." 

 
BMW Group sales in/up to and including December 2004 at a glance 

 In Dec. 04 comp.w. prev.yr. up to/inc. Dec.04 comp.w. prev.yr. 
BMW Group 
Automobiles 

115,344 + 17.5% 1,208,724 + 9.4% 

BMW 103,412 + 19.5% 1,023,575 + 10.3% 
MINI 11,776 + 2.2% 184,357 + 4.5% 
Rolls-Royce 156 + 31.1% 792 + 164.0% 
BMW 
Motorcycles 

8,362 - 2.3% 92,266 - 0.7% 
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