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BMW International Open 2005

The world’s golf elite from all five contingents plays for the title

The name BMW International Open stands for top class, international golf. This year (25-28 August), the tournament will be held at the Munich Nord-Eichenried Golf Club for the 17th time, and once again, there will be a dazzling array of stars on the course. Top players from around the globe will be competing it out for the title and 333.330,- euro winner’s purse.  
From Asia, we welcome to Munich KJ Choi (Korea) and Thongchai

Jaidee (Thailand). Choi is the most successful Asian player in recent years and the first Korean to qualify for the US PGA Tour. The 35-year old will be one of the hot favourites to win in Munich. 

Another continent has produced an exciting group of golfing young stars: Australia. They are led by Brett Rumford, who has already won three tournaments on the European Tour. 

From South America, we welcome Argentinean stars Angel Cabrera and Eduardo Romero. This year, Cabrera has already won the most important European tournament after the British Open, the BMW Championship in Wentworth.

The fans’ favourite in Eichenried will be John Daly. The American won the BMW Inter-national Open in 2001 and, following some impressive performances this year, will have his eye on the big prize again in 2005.

From the winning European Ryder Cup team, will come to Munich several players, including captain Bernhard Langer and Padraig Harrington, who has already won two tournaments on the US Tour this year. 

The BMW International Open 2005 is once again regarded as a highly prestigious event: “When the first players tees off next Thursday, a select, international field of stars will start their competition for the increased prize money of two million euros. Top players from all five continents will start their rounds focused on one thing: picking up the 333.330,- euro winner’s purse!” says Dr. Wolfgang Armbrecht, Head of Marketing, BMW Region Germany. “There are best chances that the winner of the BMW International Open will come from outside Europe or the USA for the first time since 1995!”

The defending champion is Spain’s Miguel Angel Jiménez, who enchanted the crowd last year with four excellent rounds. He beat Thomas Levet (France) into second place by two shots. Marcel Siem, who is looking forward to the BMW International Open “immensely” and plans to give everything to ensure he remains in contention until the very end. Besides Siem and Langer, the young German players Tino Schuster and Nico Meitinger, who has won four tournaments on the EPD Tour, will also be at the start of the BMW International Open 2005.

For current information, see: www.bmw-golfsport.com 

If you have any further enquiries, please contact: 

BMW Group



BMW International Open Press Office

Nicole Stempinsky


Klaus J. Wäschle

Public Relations, Sport Kommunikation
Tel.: +49 89-431 30 10

Tel.: +49 89-382 51584


Fax: +49 89-431 28 40

Fax: +49 89-382 26972


e-mail: info@waeschle-pr.de
e-mail: nicole.stempinsky@bmw.de
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Best known players, most important victories and results

KJ Choi
Winner SK Telecom Open (Korea) 2005, Linde 

(Korea)
German Masters 2003, Compaq Classic of New Orleans 2002, Tampa Bay Classic 2002, 15th place US Open 2005, 9th place Deutsche Bank Players’ Championship 2005

John Daly
Winner US PGA Championship1991, British 

(USA)
Open 1995, BMW International Open 2001, Callaway Golf Pebble Beach International 2003, Buick Invitational 2004, 3rd place Deutsche Bank Players’ Championship 2005

Bernhard Langer
Captain Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004, 

(Deutschland)
Winner MASTERS 1985 und 1993, Winner of 42 tournaments on the European Tour, 5th place MASTERS 2005, 5th place Deutsche Bank Players’ Championship 2005

Padraig Harrington
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004, 

(Ireland)
Winner Barclays Classic 2005, Honda Classic 2005, BMW Asian Open 2002

Angel Cabrera
Winner BMW Championship 2005, Benson and 

(Argentine)
Hedges International Open 2002, Open de Argentina 2001, 5th place The Barclays Scottish Open 2005,  3rd place Nissan Irish Open 2005, 2nd place Deutsche Bank Players’ Championship 2005

Thongchai Jaidee
Winner Carlsberg Malaysian Open 2005 und

(Thailand)
2004, 11th place Indonesian Open 2005, 11th place BMW Championship 2005

Miguel Angel Jiménez
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004, 

(Spain)
Winner Celtic Manor Wales Open 2005,
Omega Hong Kong Open 2005, BMW Asian Open 2004, BMW International Open 2004

Nick Faldo
Captain Ryder Cup Team Europe 2008, 

(England)
six time winner of the British Open and MASTERS, in total 29 titles on the European Tour

Thomas Björn
Vice-Captain of the Ryder Cup Team Europe  

(Denmark)
2004, Winner Daily Telegraph Dunlop Masters 2005, BMW International Open 2000 und 2002 

Luke Donald
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004, 

(England)
Winner WGC World Cup 2004 (with Paul Casey), Omega European Masters 2004, Scandinavian Masters 2004, 3rd place MASTERS 2005, 6th place BMW Asian Open 2005

Paul Casey
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004

(England)
Winner TCL Classic 2005, WGC World Cup 2004 (with Luke Donald), B & H International Open 2003, Scottish PGA Championship 2001

David Howell
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004

(England)
Winner The Seve Trophy 2003, Dubai Desert Classic 1999, 2nd place Nissan Irish Open 2005, 4th place BMW Championship 2005

Ian Poulter
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004,

(England)
Winner Volvo Andalucia Masters 2004, The Seve Trophy 2003, Nordic Open 2003, The Celtic Manor Resort Wales Open 2003, Italian Open 2002, 4th  place WGC Accenture Match Play 2005, 11th place British Open 2005, 4th place The Barclays Scottish Open 2005

Paul McGinley
Member of the Ryder Cup Team Europe 2004, 

(Ireland)
Winner Smurfit Irish PGA Championship 2003, Smurfit Irish PGA Championship 2002,  The Seve Trophy 2002, The Celtic Manor Resort Wales Open 2001, 2nd place TCL Classic 2005, 2nd place BMW Championship 2005

Brett Rumford
Winner Nissan Irish Open 2004, Aa St Omer 

(Australia)
Open 2003, 11th place Heineken Classic 2005, 6th place Johnnie Walker Classic 2005

Scott Drummond
Winner PGA Championship 2004, Open 

(Scotland)
de Toulouse 2003, Open des Volcans 2001, 11th place BMW Championship 2005

Eduardo Romero
Winner The Barclays Scottish Open 2002, 

(Argentine)
Canon European Open 2000, 8th place Open de France 2005, 9th place Seniors British Open 2005

Kenneth Ferrie
Winner Smurfit European Open 2005, Canarias 

(England)
Open 2003, 20th place BMW Asian Open 2005

Steven Dodd
Winner Volvo China Open 2005, Nissan Irish 

(Wales)
Open 2005

Charl Schwartzel
Winner Dunhill Championship 2005

(South Africa)

Nick Dougherty
Winner Caltex Masters Singapore 2005

(England)

Paul Broadhurst
Winner Estoril Open de Portugal 2005

(England)

Robert-Jan Derksen
Winner Madeira Open 2005

(Netherlands)

Peter Hanson
Winner Open de Espana en Andalucia 2005 

(Denmark)

Gonzalo Fernandez-Castano
Winner The KLM Open 2005 

(Spain)

Steve Webster
Winner Telecom Italia Open 2005

(England)

Joakim Bäckström
Winner Aa St. Omer Open 2005 

(Sweden)

Jean-Francois Remesy
Winner Open de France 2005 

(France)
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Previous Winners

1989
David Feherty (N. Ireland)  



269 (-19)

1990
Paul Azinger (USA)  


277 (-11)

1991
Sandy Lyle (Scotland)  


268 (-20)

1992
Paul Azinger (USA)  


266 (-22)

1993
Peter Fowler (Australia)  


267 (-21)

1994
Mark McNulty (Zimbabwe)  


274 (-16) 1
1995
Frank Nobilo (New Zealand) 


272 (-16) 1
1996
Marc Farry (France) *


132 (-12) 1
1997
Robert Karlsson (Sweden) 


264 (-24)

1998
Russell Claydon (England) 


270 (-18)

1999
Colin Montgomerie (Scotland) 


268 (-20)

2000
Thomas Björn (Denmark) 


268 (-20)

2001
John Daly (USA) 


261 (-27)

2002
Thomas Björn (Denmark) 


264 (-24)

2003
Lee Westwood (England) 


269 (-19)

2004
Miguel Angel Jiménez (Spain)


267 (-21)

1
Location: St. Eurach Land- und Golfclub

*
Due to bad weather conditions just two rounds could be completed
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Schedule

Thursday 23 August

14.00

BMW International Open Shoot Out over 9 holes with ten top players

Wednesday 24 August

Approx. 07.30

BMW International Open Pro-Am tournament: 52 pros and 156 amateurs

Thursday 25 August

Round 1 of the BMW International Open: 154 pros and 2 amateurs

approx.  07.25 
First tee-off time: Morning session (Holes 1 and 10)

approx.  09.25 
Final tee-off time: Morning session (Holes 1 and 10)

approx. 12.25 
First tee-off time: Afternoon session (Holes 1 and 10)

approx. 14.25 
Final tee-off time: Afternoon session (Holes 1 and 10)

Friday 26 August

Round 2 of the BMW International Open: 154 pros and 2 amateurs

approx.  07.25 
First tee-off time: Morning session (Holes 1 and 10)

approx.  09.25 
Final tee-off time: Morning session (Holes 1 and 10)

approx. 12.25 
First tee-off time: Afternoon session (Holes 1 and 10)

approx. 14.25 
Final tee-off time: Afternoon session (Holes 1 and 10)

Cut is made after Round 2

Saturday 27 August

Round 3 of the BMW International Open: Players finishing in the Top 70 and ties 

approx.  08.00


First player tees off from Hole 1 

approx.  12.30
Overnight leader tees off from Hole 1

From  20.00
Players Party in P1, entry to public from 24.00 

Sunday 28 August

Final Round (4) of the BMW International Open with players finishing in the Top 70 after two rounds and ties

approx.   08.00

First player tees off from Hole 1 

approx.  12.00
Overnight leader tees off from Hole 1

Winner’s ceremony held on the 18th green directly after the last putt

Weather conditions may affect tee-off times. Up-to-the-minute information can be found at: www.bmw-golfsport.com
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Tournament starts with 10 top stars in Shoot Out 

For golf fans at the BMW International Open, Tuesday 23 August is their first highlight. This is traditionally the day when the tournament week gets started with the players’ Shoot out at 2.00 p.m. on the 1st Hole at the Munich Nord-Eichenried Golf Club: The Shoot Out will be played over nine holes by 10 of the world’s best players: John Daly (USA), defending champion Miguel-Angel Jiménez (Spain), Padraig Harrington (Ireland),  KJ Choi (Korea), Nick Faldo (England), Thomas Björn (Denmark),  Luke Donald (England), Paul Casey (England), Bernhard Langer (Germany) and Marcel Siem (Germany). 

The ten players start together on the first tee. On each hole, the player with the highest score drops out. The 9th green will stage the “final” between the last remaining two players. There is a prize of a BMW “Enduro” mountain bike for the winner, and Emirates Airlines tickets for the runner-up. Entry to the tournament is free from Tuesday 23 August to Friday 26 August.

For up-to-the-minute information, visit www.bmw-golfsport.com
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Prize money breakdown –  2.000.000 Euro in total

	 1st 
	333.330 €
	
	36th
	14.600 €

	 2nd
	222.220 €
	
	37th 
	14.200 €

	 3rd 
	125.200 €
	
	38th
	13.800 €

	 4th
	100.000 €
	
	39th
	13.400 €

	 5th 
	84.800 €
	
	40th
	13.000 €

	 6th 
	70.000 €
	
	41st 
	12.600 €

	 7 th 
	60.000 €
	
	42nd 
	12.200 €

	 8th 
	50.000 €
	
	43rd 
	11.800 €

	 9th 
	44.800 €
	
	44th
	11.400 €

	10th 
	40.000 €
	
	45th
	11.000 €

	11th 
	36.800 €
	
	46th
	10.600 €

	12th 
	34.400 €
	
	47th
	10.200 €

	13th 
	32.200 €
	
	48th
	9.800 €

	14th 
	30.600 €
	
	49th
	9.400 €

	15th 
	29.400 €
	
	50th
	9.000 €

	16th 
	28.200 €
	
	51st 
	8.600 €

	17th 
	27.000 €
	
	52nd 
	8.200 €

	18th 
	25.800 €
	
	53rd 
	7.800 €

	19th 
	24.800 €
	
	54th
	7.400 €

	20th 
	24.000 €
	
	55th
	7.000 €

	21st  
	23.200 €
	
	56th
	6.600 €

	22nd  
	22.600 €
	
	57th
	6.200 €

	23rd  
	22.000 €
	
	58th
	6.000 €

	24th
	21.400 €
	
	59th
	5.800 €

	25th
	20.800 €
	
	60th
	5.600 €

	26th
	20.200 €
	
	61st 
	5.400 €

	27th
	19.600 €
	
	62nd 
	5.200 €

	28th
	19.000 €
	
	63rd 
	5.000 €

	29th
	18.400 €
	
	64th
	4.800 €

	30th
	17.800 €
	
	65th
	4.600 €

	31st 
	17.200 €
	
	66th
	4.400 €

	32nd 
	16.600 €
	
	67th
	4.200 €

	33rd 
	16.000 €
	
	68th
	4.000 €

	34th
	15.400 €
	
	69th
	3.800 €

	35th
	15.000 €
	
	70th
	3.650 €
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BMW M6 for the first hole in one on 17th Hole

The players in Munich will first and foremost be competing for the BMW International Open 2005 title and the increased two million euro tournament purse. But the 154 pros, who will be playing in Munich Nord-Eichenried from Thursday 25th to Friday 28th August, will also have their eyes on another valuable prize: the first lucky player to make a hole in one on the 17th will receive a BMW M6. Raphael Jacquelin was the last player to win a BMW with a tournament hole in one. The Frenchman drove home in a BMW Z8 after hitting his dream shot in 2001.

The Rolex Eagle Contest runs from day one to three of the tournament on the (par 4) 16th hole, measuring about 300 metres in length. The pros here will normally make the green in two – a good drive and approach. But there is a special prize for the players who can hole in two: Every day the first player to make an eagle will be awarded with a luxury Rolex Oyster Perpetual Datejust watch to be won.
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Attractive fringe programme in the Public Area

Eagles and birdies by the world’s finest golfers are not the only reasons to visit the BMW International Open 2005. There is also plenty to entertain visitors off the course at the Munich Nord-Eichenried Golf Club. In the Public Area, there is a diverse, interactive fringe programme on all four tournament days.


As in previous years, all visitors are invited to take part in a putting competition sponsored by Süddeutsche Zeitung with several great prizes on offer. At the DekaBank stall, visitors have the chance to chip the ball from a platform onto floating greens. “Win great prizes at a stroke” is the motto for a nearest to the pin competition. The player who hit the best shots will win prizes. Antenne Bayern will be conducting several interviews with players, prominent guests and organisers every day. Up-to-the-minute information about the tournament play and the top pros’ scores will also be transmitted. In addition, the radio station will be giving away a golf trip to Calgary, Canada, worth 8,000 euros. 

 

On the Emirates Airline driving range, visitors can take part in a daily hole in one competition. All the proceeds raised will go to a good cause. The winner’s prize is a pair of flight tickets from Munich to Dubai. 

For the first time Karstadt is presenting an Action Area, which will host several putting competitions and offer attractive prizes. Guests can also try out new developed golf clubs and receive individual advice.

But the BMW International Open 2005 is not just for adults. Besides the free crèche service, older kids (aged 7+) can take part in the diverse activity programme “Ready, Steady, Golf!”. Small – and bigger visitors – are invited to join in the fun and games with Igel and Co. There is a button factory with the funny golf playing animals from the book “Golfen, kinderleicht erklärt" (“Golf made easy-peasy"), as well as a creative drawing corner and a large activity area. With the help of the Kids Golf Team and the 

Bayerischen Golfverband (Bavarian Golf Association), the children can improve their putting and pitching skills and test their knowledge of the rules of golf in a big quiz.

In the BMW Bike area, visitors can test out hi-tech bicycles from the current BMW bike collection. Formula 1 fans can find out first-hand what it’s like to drive a BMW WilliamsF1 racing car in the racing simulator. Car enthusiasts, meanwhile, will love to experience the dynamics, power and elegance of the newest BMW models personal.

The Paulaner beer garden will offer Bavarian Specialities to hungry guests in the Public Area. In sight of the scoreboard and the new big screen, visitors can keep up with all the tournament action while enjoying some great food. They can also relax at the Duval-Leroy bar for a selection of fine snacks and a glass of champagne. 

In total, there are more than 60 exhibitors in the Public Area displaying the newest models and information from golf equipment to golfing holidays and resorts. Golf clubs will also be presenting their courses here.
For more information, visit  www.bmw-golfsport.com 
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Junior golfers meet Ryder Cup star

One of the stars of the victorious Ryder Cup Team European 2004 will be shaking hands with some of Bavaria’s up-and-coming young golfers: During the BMW International Open 2005 – from 25 - 28 August 2005 at the Munich Nord-Eichenried Golf Club – to about 30 boys and girls aged 14 and younger will be treated to a unique personal golf clinic by Ian Poulter (England), who will help them with their swing. The young golfers invited by BMW on Friday 26 August will, of course, also be able to follow round the pros as they compete in the BMW International Open tournament. 

There is another highlight to the programme for these youngsters at the BMW Inter-national Open: Robert Baker, one of the greatest golf coaches in the world, will be giving his advice to the young players on the driving range. They will also receive a comprehen-sive swing and video analysis. 

The young golfers have qualified for this invitation via different tournaments. Heidrun Klump, Managing Director of Bavarian Golf Association: “This special prize has really excited the winners. When else would they have the chance to meet an international star like Ian Poulter?”

Dr. Wolfgang Armbrecht, Head of Marketing, BMW Region Germany confirms that as chief sponsor of this prestigious tournament on the European Tour, BMW is committed to supporting young golfers: “International stars are idols for young players. We hope that this promotion will help lay the path for future successes, and perhaps even a future victory at the BMW International Open.”

The following young players will be taking part in the golf clinic with Ian Poulter at the BMW International Open: Christina Hager (GC Kronach), Maximilian Schustek (GC Ruhpolding), Astrid Juppe (GC Augsburg), Ingo Pöhlmann (GC Herzogenaurach), Lisa Schieffer (GC Chiemsee Prien), Philipp Schweyer (GC Augsburg), Quirine-Louise Eijkenboom (GC Starnberg), Alexander Eijkenboom (GC Starnberg), Franzisca Benze (GC Beuerberg), Niclas Engler (GC Abenberg), Sebastian Kannler (GC Altötting-Burghausen), Simon Tyler (GC Reichswald), Nina Schlund (GC Starnberg), Kathrin Killersreiter (GC Zollmühle), Thomas Friebe (GC Garmisch-Partenkirchen), Dominik Steger (GC Ober-pfälzer Wald), Vicki Troeltsch (GC Schloss Elkofen), Ann-Kathrin Köttel (GC Hassberge), Leonard Pumpe (Gymnasium Tutzing), Daniel Pumpe (Gymnasium Tutzing), Quirin Donhauser (Gymnasium Tutzing), Korbinian Donhauser (Gymnasium Tutzing), Felix Watz (Gymnasium Werdenfels), Dominik Grass (Gymnasium Werdenfels), Christoph Radtke (Gymnasium Werdenfels), Niklas Huber (Gymnasium Werdenfels)

It’s not just the youngsters who will be delighted with the tournament this year. All golf fans will be happy about the unchanged ticket prices. Entry is free for the Shoot out on Tuesday 23 August, the Pro-Am tournament on Wednesday 24 August, and the first two rounds of the tournament, on Thursday 25 and Friday 26 August. 

For more information, visit: www.bmw-golfsport.com
If you have any further enquiries, please contact: 

BMW Group




BMW International Open Press Office

Nicole Stempinsky



Klaus J. Wäschle

Public Relations, Sport Kommunikation

Tel.: +49 89-431 30 10

Tel.: +49 89-382 51584



Fax: +49 89-431 28 40

Fax: +49 89-382 26972



e-mail: info@waeschle-pr.de
e-mail: nicole.stempinsky@bmw.de
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KJ Choi would like win at his first attempt

Already in his early years Kyoung-Ju Choi decided to become a Golf Professional. No easy way in South-Korea where he was born on 15 Mai 1970. But even some hours way from his home to the golf course where he was practicing daily could stop him. On a small motor bike he was driving five to six hours each day, practicing hardly and finally reaching his goal. Since 1994, Choi is the first professional coming from Korea who could even qualify for the US PGA Tour.

Two years ago, Kyoung-Ju Choi - who is called KJ all over the world and living in Houston/Texas with his family now – came to Germany for the first time, playing the Linde German Masters and was winning his first title on the European Tour at once. Another première is waiting for him on August 25, because the 35-years old Choi will play the BMW International Open for the first time. And he has made up his mind, to finish this tournament also ranked No 1! “I heard already a lot of the BMW International Open. All my colleagues tell me, that this is one of the most beautiful tournaments and additionally Munich  is such a great city. I love to come here, trying to show the visitors my best performance and stay on top on Sunday.”

He does not know the course in Munich North-Eichenried yet, but this doesn’t pose a problem for him: “I will use the days before the first tee-off time playing some practice rounds as well as the Pro-Am tournament on Wednesday and will get familiar with the course like that.”

For sure, the tournament itself and his personal score is most important for KJ Choi but on the other hand he hopes to have a chance seeing Munich and some sights of this town. “By the way, I have heard already of the famous ‘Münchener Bier’ but could never taste it. May be I will do that during my stay this time.” The preferred moment to do this would be the winners ceremony after four successful rounds of golf when he will get the trophy once again after his first attempt!
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Bernhard Langer: The BMW International Open are my home match

Question: Bernhard Langer you are Promoter of the Linde German Masters but nevertheless, the BMW International Open is much important for you.
Langer: The BMW International Open are my home match! I was born in Anhausen near Augsburg, about 70 kilometres away. My parents, my sister and brother with their families are living there or in Munich, so they can follow the tournament easily and support me. In Munich I made the first steps as a golfer and there I was laying the cornerstone for my carrier.

Question: A lot of the visitors will follow your match again this year, will that give additional motivation to you?

Langer: Of course I will be delighted if many visitors are going to  accompany my partners and myself during the round. In the past years many friends have been amongst them also and for sure this is giving a lot of motivation to me. 

Question: But this is the only tournament on German sole, you could not win till now.

Langer: This is true. I was playing very good in some years but each time one opponent showed even better performance and could finish first.

Question: But you will not write off the triumph in Munich for sure

Langer: If I would not try and hope to win a tournament, I would not have to tee off at least. I feel good, my last scores and results are giving me confidence for my performance. I think I am capable of playing four good rounds and can win even again a strong field with a lot of younger players!

Question: At the Deutsche Bank Players’ Championship, your son Stefan was following you as your caddy. How does it come?

Langer: My regular Tour-Caddy Russ Holden was not able to travel to Hamburg for private reasons, therefore I had to look for someone else and made up my mind for Stefan. He was doing a very good job – even on Sunday, when he had to carry my bag over two rounds!

Question: Will he follow you in Munich again?

Langer: No, in Munich Russ Holden will caddy for me again. Stefan has to go back to the United States. School and education are his first priority.

Question: Can you imagine that he will follow your footsteps one day?

Langer: It is impossible to tell this now. Stefan is playing golf with enthusiasm and has already handicap 1. If he will decide to enter the carrier of golf professional is definitely not fixed yet. But who knows, may be he once will win the BMW International Open!
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Paul Casey: The BMW International Open are a big tournament in every year

Question: Paul, what do think about Munich and the BMW International Open?

Casey: I do have a very good record there. I played there four times and have always been under the top ten. From my point of view the BMW International Open are a really big tournament every year, not only when the Ryder Cup qualification ends here. This year the Ryder Cup points start one week later which means to get your game in order. I love the place, I love Munich and I love the crowd. The weather usually is very good to play golf. And of course, BMW is such a good sponsor, everybody loves to go to this tournament including myself.

Question: Beside the four rounds, will there be some time to relax and visit a beer garden may be?

Casey: All players feel at home in Munich because the organisers are looking for us very personal. The Players’ Party will be a highlight as well as the Bavarian Dinner. I would like to see more of Munich and his sights. I made up my mind to do a little sightseeing on Monday and Tuesday of the week. What I got to know already: People are always friendly here and I am sure Munich is a good place to live there. 
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Miguel Angel Jiménez: I come to Munich to defend my title

Question: Miguel Angel Jiménez do you like to remember the BMW International Open 2004?

Jiménez: Of course I remember very well the BMW International Open 2004 because I played so well there and could win it for the first time. I am looking forward to come back to Munich to play again and finish on top.

Question: 2004 was your personal “year of BMW”: You could win the BMW Asian Open, the BMW International Open and even the Shoot Out in Munich. Is it a special memory for you?

Jiménez: Yes it is. Even if it is always a lot of fun to play these tournaments, but to finish them winning doubles the fun. Therefore I tried to defend my titles. In Asia I could not manage totally, but In Munich I will try my best to reach this goal and be the first players to win to titles back to back.

Question: Last year you could win a motorbike and you bought a new car. Do you have them still in your garage.

Jiménez: That goes without saying! I have the motorbike as well as my BMW M5 – beside some other cars – in my garage. The problem for me is, that I can drive just one car at once!

Question: Last year you have been qualified for the Ryder Cup Team Europe already before starting at the BMW International Open, how did you see the competition for the last places?

Jiménez: It was a total thrilling tournament and a breathtaking atmosphere. Some players entered the tournament with chances to qualify in last minute and get the ticket for Detroit. It was an extraordinary competition with a decision on the last hole! I could concentrate just on the BMW International Open – my last tournament before the Ryder Cup - and may be this was one reason that I played so well and could win.

Question: You played here already several times, do you know something about Munich and its sights?

Jiménez: Well, as a Professional I come here to play golf and therefore I don’ t have much time to spend for a sightseeing tour. But beside the Party at P1 and the Bavarian Dinner I will visit Fausto in his Italian restaurant with some colleagues. He has become a friend of us in the past years.
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Ian Poulter: I will never forget the last round of past year’s tournament

Question: Ian, do you remember the last round of the BMW International Open 2004?

Poulter: Oh yes, I will never forget this round, it was a nice day and obviously I got full memories of the golf course. Memories on a course I was able to play finally and to which I like to come back any time.

Question: But do you remember really the last round and the Ryder Cup qualification?

Poulter: Yes for sure, this is very enjoyable to remember. I had to make many birdies on my back nine holes to qualify because I had too much bogeys on the first nine. Finally I played six birdies on the last nine and could qualify. It was a very happy time and a feeling I cannot explain.

Question: How do you like the course in Munich North-Eichenried?

Poulter: I think the course is not be played so easy as it is called often. But it was in perfect shape every time when I came here. I like to play on a course which you can attack and score low results. It gives a lot of fun to play this course and try to hit some birdies on each round.

Question: You are called also a car enthusiast, is that true?

Poulter: Oh yes it is! I love cars and I love driving cars. I have several cars in my garage with some BMWs amongst them and I have to tell, the slogan of BMW fits 100%: It’s a pleasure to drive!

Question: On hole 17 the first professional to hit a hole in one is awarded with the new BMW M6, does this give special motivation to you?

Poulter: Oh yes, even if I go out on every par 3 hole to hit a hole in one. But if you can win such a beautiful car it is a special stimulation and I would love to make it.
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BMW International Open 2005

Marcel Siem: I am looking forward to play in Munich immensely
Question: Marcel, your last visit in Munich had just private reasons?

Siem: Yes, that’s true. I spent some days with my girlfriend in Munich and took the chance to find my way to the opera the first time and visit the open air concert of Anna Netrebko. It was a great atmosphere and I had a lot of fun.

Question: But next time you will come to play the BMW International Open?

Siem: I am looking forward already immensely to this tournament. A lot of the visitors there do know me already since my childhood. Furthermore this tournament is just

 the event in Germany in my point of view. I hope the weather will do the trick as most times in the past. And for myself, I will prepare best to show perfect golf.

Question: You know the Golfclub very well, your parents have been living there some years. Are the BMW International Open a home match for you?

Siem: Yes, I think so. If you look to spectators during the round there are a lot of faces you know – even if they got older in the meantime. I think, I know about half of all visitors to follow me and my partners during the rounds personally.

Question: Except you have to play in one of the last matches on Sunday, which means there will be more visitors you do not know.

Siem: This may happen, but I would love this situation. To play late on the last day means to be ranked on top. I am going to work hard for this goal.

Question: Is there one hole you like more than others, or is one making you more problems?

Siem: Hole six normally is not to difficult, but I always had problems there in any case. Hole ten is really beautiful and ambitious. Also hole 11. Yes, 6, 10 and 11 I like most. At hole 18 it took some time for me to find the right way. I tried long time to use the same line as John Daly, since I had to accept that he is hitting the ball longer than me.

Question: Which sporting goals do you have for this year. Do you think on the Ryder Cup?

Siem: No, I don’ t think on the Ryder Cup actually. If I am working hard on my game, I am sure that a dream will come true and I can play the Ryder Cup. But this year I have to cut my goals down. When starting I wanted to finish this season ranked top 20, what does not look realistic now. So I want to reach a place amongst top 60.

Question: Do you have any plans for your stay in Munich beside playing the tournament? 

Siem: For me the Players’ Party at the disco P1 will be a highlight. And I will visit a beer garden for dinner. This atmosphere you will find just in Bavaria, nowhere else. And I like the food there. Some pounds more of weight would effect my game positive, so I can afford to have some dumplings and roast pork.
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Global golf 

BMW and its international commitment to golf   

BMW Championship
BMW and The PGA European Tour further extended their already strong partnership early this year in the BMW Championship. BMW became new partner of the most renowned golf tournament of The European Tour. This year’s championship was hosted under the new name BMW Championship at The Wentworth Club in Surrey, UK, from May 26th to 29th. The record prize money of four million Euros enticed countless stars to the legendary West Course making the BMW Championship the second richest tournament on The European Tour behind the Open Golf Championship. Nearly 70,000 viewers witnessed a perfect premiere for BMW. On the final day, Argentina`s Angel Cabrera, who has finished runner-up in Wentworth twice before, held his nerve on the back nine to emerge two shots clear of second-placed Irishman Paul McGinley. 

BMW Asian Open

After 2001, 2002 and 2004, the BMW Asian Open has been held for the fourth time in May 2005. In 2001, Sweden`s Jarmo Sandelin overcame a world class field at the Westin Resort in Taiwan. Ireland`s Padraig Harrington succeeded the Swede as BMW Asian Open champion in 2002 and in 2004 at the Tomson Shanghai Pudong Golf Club in China, Spain`s Miguel Angel Jiménez claimed his third title of the 2004 season when he finished three shots ahead of England`s Simon Dyson.

This year’s BMW Asian Open saw the strongest field ever. Relaxed, confident, excellent – thanks to perfectly steady strokes which amazed even the premium class competition at the Tomson Shanghai Pudong Golf Club, Ernie Els won the BMW Asian Open with a prize money of 1.5 million US Dollars. The number three of the world ranking list won by 13 shots and 26-under-par 262. A new course record was set, and the winner’s cheque amounting to 250,000 US Dollars was made out to Els.

BMW International Open

Since their introduction, back in 1989, the BMW International Open have been a synonym for top class golfing. A familiar but professional environment, consistently increasing crowds and a prize money that has been increased, this year, make the tournament a very interesting event for the international golfing elite. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that numerous golfing aces have decided to also contest the 2005 BMW International Open, taking place from 25th to 28th August at Golfclub München Nord-Eichenried. Over the course of the four days, the participants will battle for the highest prize money in the event’s history: €2 million, with the winner alone being rewarded with a cheque for €333.330.
Last year, Miguel Ángel Jiménez achieved a BMW double when he captured the title at Golfclub München Nord-Eichenried, to add to his BMW Asian Open title. 

BMW Golf Cup International

The BMW name is well-known in amateur circles through its hugely successful promoter of the prestigious BMW Golf Cup International.

The event was inaugurated back in 1987 and has since developed into one of the biggest events on the international amateur calendar. Last year more than 100,000 golfers took part in qualifying events in almost 40 different countries with the winners battling through to an international World Final staged in Australia in November.

The winners of the 2004 event were Japan’s Masanobu Kimura (Men’s Category A), Singapore’s Chang Hung Fu (Men’s Category B) and Canada’s Bia Cho (Ladies). Canada won the team prize for the second successive year.  This year, the World Final takes place from November 28th to December 3rd in the Blue Canyon Country Club in Phuket, Thailand.
Dubai Desert Classic

BMW is a supporting partner at the Dubai Desert Classic which each year attracts some of the finest golfers in the world. This year, the South African Ernie Els made it a record three victories in Dubai after completing a nail-biting final round one shot ahead of Spain`s Miguel Àngel Jimènez. 

The event counts Mark James, Severiano Ballesteros, Ernie Els, Fred Couples, Colin Montgomerie, José Maria Olázabal, David Howell, Thomas Björn and last year`s champion Mark O’Meara among its previous winners. 

Heineken Classic

BMW has been a supporting partner of the Heineken Classic, staged on February 3rd to 6th 2005, since it moved to its current home at the Royal Melbourne Golf Club back in 2002. This year, the tournament highlight was set by Craig Perry. In the play off, the Australian beat his compatriot Nick O`Hern by holing a birdie at the fourth extra hole, thus sensationally securing the title.

Barclays Scottish Open

BMW was appointed as the Official Car of the Barclays Scottish Open for the first time in 2004. This year, the event was staged at Loch Lomond from July 7th to 10th. The South African Tim Clark held his nerve on the final day to take the title and the 592,338 Euro winner`s purse. Former winners include Thomas Levet, Thomas Björn, Tom Lehman, Lee Westwood, Colin Montgomerie, Retief Gooden and Ernie Els.

BMW Ladies Italian Open

BMW moved into the realm of women’s professional golf for the first time when it became the title partner of the 2004 BMW Ladies Italian Open at Parco di Roma Golf Club. The 2005 event was held at Sheraton Parco dei Medici in Rome from June 2nd to 5th. The winner was the Dane Iben Tinning who picked up the 45,000 euro first place cheque. 

Telecom Italian Open

The Telecom Italian Open is one of the top golf tournaments in Italy. This year, the event took place in Castello di Tolcinasco G & CC (near Milan) from May 5th to 8th. The tournament was won by England`s Steve Webster. BMW was supporting the Telecom Italian Open as “official car” partner for the first time.

For further information please contact: 

BMW Group

Nicole Stempinsky, Public Relations, Sports Communication

Tel.: +49 89-382 51584, Fax: +49 89-382 28017

Email: nicole.stempinsky@bmw.de

BMW Golf Press Office

Karin Lindel, 

Tel.: +49 211-430 79-30, Fax: + 49 211-430 79-79

Email: klindel@heringschuppener.com
Internet: www.bmw-golfsport.com
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BMW Golf Tournaments 2005 – Overview 

	Date
	Event
	Venue
	Prize Money
	Winner 

	03.02. – 06.02.2005


	Heineken Classic
	Royal Melbourne, GC, Victoria, Australia
	AUD$ 2,000,000
	2005: 

Craig Parry (AUS)

	03.03 – 06.03.2005
	Dubai Desert Classic
	Emirates GC, Dubai
	USD$ 2,200,000
	2005: 

Ernie Els (RSA)

	28.04. – 02.05.2005
	BMW Asian Open
	Tomson Shanghai Pudong GC, Shanghai, China
	USD$ 1,500,000
	2005: 

Ernie Els (RSA)

	05.05 – 08.05.2005
	Telecom Italian Open
	Castello di Tolcincasco G &CC, Milan Italy
	€1,300,000
	2005: 

Steve Webster (ENG)

	26.05. –29.05.2005
	BMW Championship
	Wentworth Club, Surrey, England
	€ 

4,000,000 
	2005: 

Angel Cabrera (ARG)

	02.06 – 05.06.2005
	BMW Ladies Italian Open
	Rome, Italy
	€ 

300,000
	2005: 

Iben Tinning (DEN)

	07.07. – 10.07.2005
	The Barclays Scottish Open
	Loch Lomond, Glasgow, Scotland
	£ 2,400,000  
	2005: 

Tim Clark (RSA)

	25.08. – 28.08.2005
	BMW International Open
	Golfclub München Nord-Eichenried, Munich, Germany
	€ 

2,000,000 
	2004: 

Miguel Angel 

Jiménez (ESP)

	28.11. – 03.12.2005 
	BMW Golf Cup International – World Final
	Blue Canyon Country Club, Phuket, Thailand
	      – 
	2004: 

Men A: Masanobu Kimura (JP)

Men B: Chang Hung Fu (SG)

Women: Bia Cho (CA)
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The BMW sports engagement

Motor sport and Formula 1 

Innovative technology for sporty competitions and record bids have been a matter of course for BMW since the company’s formative years. BMW has achieved motor sport successes with motorbikes, touring cars, sports cars and in Formula 1 racing. 

Above all Formula 1 racing underlines the technological and sporting core competence of the BMW brand. The in-house construction of the engine forms the basis for the reciprocal technology transfer between Formula 1 and the series. Nelson Piquet’s world championship title in 1983, just one year following BMW’s entry into the top motor sport class, is an impressive reference demonstrating BMW’s engine competence. 

When BMW once again entered the field of Formula 1 racing in 2000, after a 12-year absence, the company was able to open a new chapter in its motor sport history with its Formula 1 partner WilliamsF1. The BMW WilliamsF1 Team finished third in the world constructor’s championship at first attempt – the most successful debut of an engine manufacturer for 33 years. The first Grand Prix victories followed in 2001, and in 2002 and 2003, the team came second in the constructor’s championship. In 2004, the team finished the season fourth.  From the year 2006 BMW will build up an own Formula 1 Team.

Golf – BMW International Open, BMW Asian Open and BMW Championship

Since 1985 BMW is promoting amateur and professional golf tournaments taking into account the growing significance of golf for its target groups. The BMW International Open in Munich, has established itself as a golf tournament for the world’s elite golfers and is one of the most significant golf tournaments of The European Tour. In 2005, the venue of the BMW International Open will again be the Golf Club München Nord-Eichenried (25-28 August). World`s best professional golfers have confirmed their participation. 

In 2001, BMW also extended its involvement in golf to the continent of Asia. This year, the Munich-based company staged the BMW Asian Open golf tournament in Shanghai, China, with one of the highest prize money of approx. 1.5 million 

US-Dollars (28 April – 2 May).

Following the BMW International Open and the BMW Asian Open, the corporate automotive brand now organises the BMW Championship, the highest class tournament of The European Tour. BMW is the new partner in what is presumably the most traditional event at the Wentworth Club in Surrey, England. For the first time, this classic was hosted under its new title “BMW Championship” from May 26-29, 2005.

In addition to its commitment to professional golf, BMW also stages the world’s largest series of tournaments for amateurs. During the BMW Golf Cup International 2004, more than 100,000 ambitious golf amateurs in nearly 1,000 preliminary tournaments tried to qualify for the subsequent world final in Sydney, Australia. Venue of the world final this year is Phuket/Thailand (28 November-3 December, 2005). The qualifying tournaments taking place worldwide at present.
Sailing – America’s Cup and BMW ORACLE Racing

Since 2002 high performance sailing forms the third pillar of BMW’s sport marketing strategy running in parallel with Formula 1 racing and golf. Initially, BMW marked its commitment to sailing by immediately facing the greatest challenge in sailing the America’s Cup with a team known as ORACLE BMW Racing. 

It was an astonishingly successful debut: during the Louis Vuitton Cup 2002 in New Zealand, the preliminary qualifying competition for the 2003 America’s Cup, the team beat seven top class competitors and thus managed to qualify for the final series in which ORACLE BMW Racing lost against the subsequent America’s Cup Champion Alinghi after an exciting series of races. 

As official partner of the Louis Vuitton Act, BMW also provided the “Official Car” and by entering the America’s Cup, BMW has continued to pursue its strategy of supporting premium sporting events. The most well renowned sailing event in the world is the ideal platform to present the brand in a demanding competitive, sporting and technological sport. 

The America’s Cup, known as the ”Formula 1 of sailing”, incorporates tactical masterly performances, teamwork and high technology – coupled with the aesthetics and elegance of sailing, attributes, which are in harmony with the philosophy of the BMW brand. The direct consequence of BMW`s strengthened 

role within the present America`s Cup campaign was the renaming of the team to BMW ORACLE Racing in May 2004. 

At present, the team is preparing for the 32nd America’s Cup in Valencia 2007. In addition to its financial involvement during the America’s Cup, BMW was also responsible for marketing team BMW ORACLE Racing. Since May 2004, BMW increasingly contributes technological know-how in order to optimise racing yachts. BMW has become the new partner and “Official Car“ of the top-class racing series for sailing professionals; the Swedish Match Tour 2004/2005. BMW is also strengthening its involvement in Germany: as the “Official Car” and additionally in 2004 and 2005 as “presenting partner” of the Kiel Week, the largest sailing event in the world.

In the case of further queries please contact: 
BMW Group


Nicole Stempinsky






Public Relations, Sports Communication




Tel.: +49 89-382 51584






Fax: +49 89-382 26972






e-mail: Nicole.Stempinsky@bmw.de














Michael Kirsch







Head of Public Relations






Tel.: +49 89 382 25111 






Fax: +49 89 382 26972

e-mail: Michael.Kirsch@bmw.de

Internet: http://www.bmw-golfsport.com
e-mail: presse@bmw.de
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