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BMW MOTORRAD PACKS A PUNCH AT PIKES PEAK

Woodcliff Lake, NJ – August 2, 2006… BMW Motorrad came, saw and conquered at its debut in the 84th running of the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb held in July.  BMW’s Off-road Factory Team rider Simo Kirssi, of Finland, and guest rider Casey Yarrow, of California, dominated the Exhibition Class for motorcycles above 750 cc on their HP 2 Enduros, taking first and second positions. In the unofficial total ranking of all motorcycles, the BMW riders are placed fifth and sixth.

The second-oldest race in the United States, the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb is a longstanding tradition in Colorado Springs, CO.  Since 1916, daring drivers and motorcyclists have challenged the famous road.  The course begins at 9,200 feet and ends 12.4 miles later at the 14,100-foot summit of Pikes Peak.  Along the way are 156 corners, many of which are hairpins, cliffs of 2,000 feet and no guardrails.  About a third of the track is now paved, while the remainder is a sand-covered, heavily compressed natural path.  The “Race to the Clouds” features a variety of automotive and motorcycle classes with an average of 150 drivers and 500 volunteers.

Casey Yarrow finished in 12.20 minutes - seven seconds ahead of Kirssi.  Yarrow, the 26-year-old Supermoto sensation from Fairfield, California was the fastest rookie with an average of just under 62 mph and a total time below the track record up to last year - a milestone in PPIHC race history. With a top speed of 97 mph, Kirssi posted the top performance for motorcycles.

"I have no experience on asphalt,” commented Kirssi, known as the ‘Flying Finn,’ “and four hours of training isn´t enough to be really fast.”

Casey Yarrow, a leading contender in the US Supermoto Series, praised the HP 2 Enduro ("a great bike) and beamed after his successful performance. 

"I hope to be in it again next year when BMW has a second go," he said.

Berthold Hauser, general manager of BMW Motorsport and HP-Products for BMW Motorrad, was more than satisfied with his team’s showing. 

"We came here as rookies and we’re taking a class victory home with us,” he commented. “This demonstrates where we are, and next year we will certainly be able to get involved in the overall rankings.”

Pikes Peak International Hill Climb Results (Exhibition Class Motorcycles over 750 cc):

Unofficial overall rankings: 1. Gary Trachy (750 cc class), Husqvarna 660, 11:46,841; 2. Micky Dymond (750 cc), KTM 450, 11:47,846; 3. Greg Trachy (Supermoto), Honda CRF 450, 12:00,007; 4. Davey Durelle (450 cc), Honda CRF 450, 12:10,477; 5. Casey Yarrow (Exhibition), BMW HP 2, 12:20,951; 6. Simo Kirssi (Exhibition), BMW HP 2, 12:27,037; 7. Greg Chiccoine (450 cc), Kawasaki KX 450 SPR, 12:42,587; 8. Jeff Steinberger (250 cc), Kawasaki KX 259, 12:43,936; 9. Mark Miller (250 cc), Yamaha YZ 250, 12:47,417; 10. Rick Gunby (750 cc), Harley-Davidson, 12:50,124 minutes.

BMW Group In America
BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  ROLLS-ROYCE Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand, the MINI brand, and the ROLLS-ROYCE brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, an industrial design firm in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all Z4 Roadster and X5 Sports Activity Vehicles. The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW passenger car centers, 334 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 143 BMW motorcycle retailers, 80 MINI passenger car dealers, and 30 ROLLS-ROYCE Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North, Central and South America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

www.bmwgroupna.com

www.bmwusa.com

www.bmwmotorradusa.com

www.miniusa.com

www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com

#   #   #

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com.  Broadcast quality video footage is available via The NewsMarket at www.thenewsmarket.com.
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