	A subsidiary

 of BMW AG
	[image: image1.png]


BMW

U.S. Press Information


PAGE  
- 2 -

	For Release:
	October 18, 2007

	
	

	Contact:
	Roy Oliemuller

BMW Motorrad USA Communications Manager

201-307-4082 / roy.oliemuller@bmwna.com


	
	


BMW SPORTS ENDURO MAKES U.S. DEBUT AT GRAND NATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY RACE IN CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA, OCTOBER 27-28

Woodcliff Lake, NJ – October 18, 2007…    BMW Motorrad’s 450cc sports enduro prototype will make it first U.S. appearance at the GNCC (Grand National Cross Country) race in Crawfordsville, Indiana October 27-28.   Former motocross world champion Simo Kirssi – the lone BMW entrant -- will compete in the class of Pro Bikes in a 3-hour race from 1:00 to 4:00 pm on the 28th.
The talented Finn rode the sports enduro prototype to its first-ever victory in its most recent appearance in the final round of the 2007 European Cross Country Championship, held in Schefflenz, Germany, October 6-7.  The on-going development of the production bike has been widely viewed by the public throughout the off-road racing season in Europe, but the new enduro has never made tire tracks on American soil. 

The AMA/ATVA-sanctioned Can-Am Grand National Cross Country Series is America's premier off-road racing series. The 13-round race series stretches through the eastern U.S., beginning with the season-opener in Florida in March and concludes with the season-finale in Indiana in October.

Berti Hauser, head of BMW Motorrad Motorsport, is hoping for another cross country victory across the pond.  “We’ve demonstrated that our sports enduro concept not only works, but is capable of winning races,” he reported.  “Now, we have raised the bar to aim for consistent top performance.” 

For more information about the Grand National Cross Country Series, visit http://www.gnccracing.com/.

BMW Group In America

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, an industrial design firm in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all Z4 models and X5 Sports Activity Vehicles. The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car centers, 335 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 142 BMW motorcycle retailers, 82 MINI passenger car dealers, and 30 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North, Central and South America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

www.bmwgroupna.com

www.bmwusa.com

www.bmwmotorcycles.com
www.miniusa.com

www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com

#      #      #

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com.  Broadcast quality video footage is available via The NewsMarket at www.thenewsmarket.com.

#      #      #






- more -

