	A subsidiary

 of BMW AG
	[image: image1.wmf]Printed on Recycled Paper

BMW

US Press Information


–4–

	For Release:
	December 15, 2005

	
	

	Contact:
	David J. Buchko

Product Communications Manager

201-307-3789 / dave.buchko@bmwna.com
William Scully

BMW Product Communications Specialist

201-307-3790 / william.scully@bmwna.com



2006 M3 

Product Highlights

General

•
BMW M is a “brand within a brand” of special high-performance models; for 2006, two M3 models continue:


•
M3 Coupe – $49,595 including destination charge; add $1,000 for Gas Guzzler tax


•
M3 Convertible – $57,295 including destination charge. With standard manual transmission, add $1,000 for Gas Guzzler tax; with optional Sequential Manual Gearbox, add $1,300.

•
Designed & engineered by BMW M, BMW’s high-performance & racing division

•
Based on 3 Series Coupe & Convertible, but very extensively modified, upgraded & equipped for ultra-high performance & racecar-like handling

What’s new for 2006

•
Leather upholstery newly standard in Coupe
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•
Newly composed Premium Package

•
Power rear-window sunshade newly available in Coupe.

•
Optional 19-in. forged alloy wheel no longer available on Coupe with Competition Package.

Powertrain, both models

•
Ultra-high-performance BMW M S54 inline 6-cylinder engine with –

•
High-Pressure Double VANOS 
 steplessly variable intake- & exhaust-valve timing

•
An individual, electronically controlled throttle for each cylinder. M Dynamic Driving Control provides two driver-selected settings for throttle response, Normal & faster-acting Sport.

Powertrain, both models

BMW M S54 engine (cont.)
•
A special lubrication system that ensures effective lubrication under the high acceleration & cornering loads these models achieve

•
333 hp @ 7900 rpm, 262 lb-ft. torque @ 4900 rpm

•
0-60 in 4.8 sec. (Coupe), 5.4 sec. (Convertible)

•
Standard 6-speed manual transmission

•
Optional Sequential Manual Gearbox (SMG):


•
Adds electronically controlled, electrohydraulically actuated “power shifting” to 6-speed manual transmission


•
No clutch pedal; shifting via console shift lever or “paddles” on steering wheel


•
Two basic operational modes, Sequential & Drive (automated), each with multiple programs selected by a console switch


•
In Sequential mode, driver controls shifting; 6 programs (S1-S6) range from “softest & slowest” to “firmest & quickest” shifts


•
In Drive mode, 5 programs (D1-D5) range from most leisurely to sportiest performance characteristics


•
Option includes Park Distance Control (ultrasonic sensors in rear bumper; beeping signal indicates that vehicle is approaching an obstacle)

•
Unique Variable Differential Lock combines with Dynamic Stability Control for an outstanding combination of dry-road & bad-weather handling

Chassis features, both models

•
BMW M suspension system, including –


•
Firmer springs & shock absorbers 


•
Unique lower front lateral arms


•
Unique thrust plate at front suspension; adds strength to handle M3’s immense cornering capability


•
Reinforcing braces added to front-suspension strut towers 


•
Specially developed bushings & low-friction balljoints


•
V-brace at rear suspension; analogous to front thrust plate

•
Upgraded 4-wheel ventilated disc brakes 2

•
Unique 18-in. M Double Spoke alloy wheels with differentiated front/rear sizes, Satin Chrome finish; Z-rated performance tires

Chassis features (cont.)

•
Optional 19-in. wheels and tires (different wheel design from Competition Package)

•
Dynamic Stability Control, BMW’s comprehensive traction-control & stability-enhancement system, with special BMW M logic to accommodate the ultra-high performance & the sporty driving for which the M3 models are engineered

Special BMW M bodywork

•
Special front bumper/spoiler ensemble

•
Unique aluminum hood

•
Widened body sides/wheel-opening flares

•
Clear turn-signal indicators front & rear

•
BMW M aerodynamic outside mirrors with fold-up feature

•
Side gills incorporating M3 logos

•
Unique side sills

•
Discreet rear spoiler (Coupe only; can be deleted at no extra cost)

•
Special rear bumper/air diffusor

•
Four stainless-steel exhaust outlets

•
Special M colors: Imola Red, Carbon Black Metallic; also Interlagos Blue Metallic, available only on Coupe with Competition Package

Interior features

•
BMW M doorsill trim plates

•
Nappa leather upholstery now standard in both models

•
BMW M 3-spoke sport steering wheel with multi-function controls

•
Special instrumentation, including variable tachometer warning segment & oil-temperature gauge

•
Illuminated 6-speed shift pattern on shift knob (manual transmission)

•
Available rear-compartment side-impact airbags

Specific features by model:

M3 Coupe

•
Standard 10-way manual sport seats

•
Competition Package includes –


•
M Track Mode for Dynamic Stability Control system


•
Compound, cross-drilled brakes; larger front disc diameter


•
19-inch forged wheels with high-performance tires


•
“Quicker” steering ratio


•
Available Interlagos Blue Metallic exterior color


•
Alcantara-wrapped steering wheel and handbrake grip


•
Special Competition Package aluminum interior trim

•
Available Premium Package includes –

•
2-way power moonroof (also available as stand-alone option)

•
8-way power + 2-way manual sport seats, 4-way power lumbar support and adjustable-width backrests (also available as stand-alone option)


•
Memory system for driver’s seat & exterior mirrors


•
Automatic tilt-down feature for right exterior mirror


•
BMW Assist Safety Plan and in-vehicle telematics system

M3 Convertible

•
Fully automatic, fully lined power softtop

•
Variable softtop storage compartment in trunk; provides greater trunk space when top is raised

•
10-way power + 2-way manual sport seats standard; include power head-restraint & safety-belt height; 4-way power lumbar support optional

•
Front safety belts fully integrated with seats for optimum belt fit & ease of rear-seat entry/exit

•
Power easy-entry feature: front seats can be moved forward for even easier rear-seat entry/exit

•
Standard Rollover Protection System: structural bars behind rear seats deploy automatically in case of impending rollover accident

•
Standard BMW Assist Safety Plan
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� – VANOS = VAriable NOckenwellen Steuerung = variable camshaft control, or variable valve timing.


� – Compared to 330Ci models with Performance Package.
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