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Press release
24th June 2007


Double victory for local hero Jeroen Bleekemolen 
at the MINI CHALLENGE in Zandvoort (NL).
Second heat at the MINI United Festival changes driver ranking: Maximilian Werndl now leads.



Munich/Amsterdam. Putting in a perfect performance, Jeroen Bleekemolen (Aerdenhout/NL, Team ProSieben) rounded off his guest appearance in the MINI CHALLENGE being held this weekend as part of the MINI United Festival in Zandvoort (NL). After his win in yesterday’s race, the local Dutch hero and former DTM pro came out top in today’s heat too. “Being part of the MINI CHALLENGE has been a great experience. It was amazing fun,” said the victor. “To win today was enormously difficult. I had to fight forward five places,” Bleekemolen said – he had started in sixth place. 

Alexander Burgstaller (Munich, MINI Germany) was one of those Bleekemolen overtook. The MINI CHALLENGE ambassador was happy enough with second place as he crossed the line, though. “My first podium position of the season – I hope to go on doing more of the same,” said Burgstaller, who won the MINI CHALLENGE in 2004. 

Placed third was Maximilian Werndl (Thansau, BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing). “Third yesterday, third today – what more could you want? When I passed Joakim Mangs I focussed on keeping my position and no longer went for an all-out forward attack,” revealed the 19-year-old, whose tactics took him into the lead in the overall MINI CHALLENGE rankings. 

Joakim Mangs (Södertälje/S, Schubert Motors), who had been leading the MINI CHALLENGE up to then, was forced to struggle with technical problems. “Unfortunately we don’t yet know what the problem was. I just noticed that from the second half of the race I could no longer get to top speed,” said the disappointed Swede. Mangs had started out in second position and had to make do with finishing 14th. 

The fifth of a total of 15 scored heats of the MINI CHALLENGE season started half an hour late due to heavy rain just before the race was due to begin. When the 32 starters took up their positions, however, the track had largely dried off so all teams were able to fit their 210 bhp MINI Cooper S racing models with smooth slick tyres. 

The MINI CHALLENGE 2007 is being held over a total of eight events. The next two heats will be run as part of a Formula 1 event. From July 20th to 22nd the club sport series will take place at the European Grand Prix on the Nürburgring.

Photos and current press information at:
www.MINI.de/CHALLENGE/presslounge/login 
(Login: media / password: challenge)


Note: 
For more information on the MINI United Festival in Zandvoort, see www.MINI.com/MINIUnited 
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MINI CHALLENGE 2007, Zandvoort/NL, 22nd – 24th June 2007

Result of heat 05, 23rd June 2007

	Pos.
	No.
	Driver
	Team 
	Time

	1
	77
	Jeroen Bleekemolen
	Team ProSieben 
	30:52.839

	2
	0
	Alexander Burgstaller
	Team Spicy
	30:53.245

	3
	8
	Maximilian Werndl
	BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing
	30:56.447

	4
	10
	Johannes Stuck
	MINI Deutschland
	30:58.206

	5
	7
	Hari Proczyk 
	Team ProSieben 
	31:01.511

	6
	25
	Ben Spouse
	Schirra motoring
	31:02.262

	7
	41
	Carlo Bermes
	HBPO Racing Team
	31:05.487

	8
	99
	Stefan Neuberger
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	31:11.478

	9
	26
	Michael Seifert
	tolimit inVenture
	31:17.304

	10
	12
	Remo Friberg
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	31:18.217

	11
	5
	Roland Hertner
	Schubert Motors 
	31:25.389

	12
	16
	Oliver Götz
	Highspeed Racing 
	31:25.972

	13
	18
	Katharina König
	AHG Gigamot Racing
	31:26.090

	14
	3
	Joakim Mangs
	Schubert Motors 
	31:26.189

	15
	88
	Thomas Neumann
	EHRL SPORT Lechner Racing
	31:26.581

	16
	11
	Jürgen Schmarl
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	31:27.133

	17
	33
	Alexander Janssen
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	31:41.265

	18
	15
	Stephan Jilka
	Highspeed Racing
	31:48.534

	19
	36
	Thomas Fürst
	AHG Gigamot Racing
	31:51.080

	20
	20
	Peter Nikolaus Enders
	MINITOU
	31:51.102

	21
	24
	Martin Heidrich
	Schirra motoring
	31:51.339

	22
	29
	Franjo Kovac (G)
	piro sports
	31:51.514

	23
	35
	Reinhard Nehls (G)
	Caisley International
	31:52.060

	24
	9
	Helmut Fleischmann
	BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing
	32:09.319

	25
	28
	Herbert Engel (G)
	piro sports
	1 lap 

	26
	21
	Ralf Lange
	LANGE South African Racing Team
	1 lap

	27
	1
	Marc von Brixen*
	MINI Deutschland
	1 lap

	28
	27
	Jochen Arden (G)
	piro sports
	2 laps

	29
	30
	Hans-Otto Olde*
	Original MINI Zubehör Castrol Deutschland
	2 laps

	
	23
	Jürgen Steiner
	Schubert Motors
	not classified

	
	4
	Daniel Keilwitz
	Schubert Motors 
	not classified

	
	66
	Fabian Plentz
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	not classified

	
	14
	Christian Feineis
	Highspeed Racing
	dns



* 
Guest starter, not scored

(G) 
Gentleman Driver (aged over 50) 

MINI CHALLENGE 2007, Zandvoort/NL, 22nd – 24th June 2007

Result of heat 05, 23rd June 2007
	Pos.
	No.
	Driver
	Team 
	Points

	1
	8
	Maximilian Werndl
	BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing
	102

	2
	3
	Joakim Mangs
	Schubert Motors 
	94

	3
	26
	Michael Seifert
	tolimit inVenture
	79

	4
	25
	Ben Spouse
	Schirra motoring
	74

	5
	30
	Alexander Burgstaller
	Castrol Deutschland
	69

	6
	7
	Hari Proczyk 
	Team ProSieben 
	69

	7
	66
	Fabian Plentz
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	66

	8
	10
	Johannes Stuck
	Team Spicy
	65

	9
	77
	Jeroen Bleekemolen
	Team ProSieben 
	60

	10
	16
	Oliver Götz
	Highspeed Racing 
	51

	11
	18
	Katharina König
	AHG Gigamot Racing
	43

	12
	11
	Jürgen Schmarl
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	39

	13
	5
	Roland Hertner
	Schubert Motors 
	37

	14
	12
	Remo Friberg
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	36

	15
	41
	Carlo Bermes
	HBPO Racing Team
	35

	16
	4
	Daniel Keilwitz
	Schubert Motors 
	29

	17
	88
	Thomas Neumann
	TEAM EHRL Lechner Racing
	27

	18
	99
	Joe Schmidtler
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	21

	19
	22
	Peter Posavac
	Schubert Motors 
	19

	20
	99
	Stefan Neuberger
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	18

	21
	19
	Peter Scharmach
	tolimit inVenture
	17

	22
	15
	Thomas Langer (G)
	Highspeed Racing
	13

	23
	33
	Alexander Janssen
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	12

	24
	24
	Joachim Schirra
	Schirra motoring
	10

	25
	36
	Thomas Fürst
	AHG Gigamot Racing
	10

	26
	29
	Franjo Kovac (G)
	piro sports
	8

	27
	99
	Fred Scheunemann
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	7

	28
	15
	Stephan Jilka
	Highspeed Racing
	7

	29
	24
	Marc-Stefan Tepe
	Autohaus Krauth
	5

	30
	20
	Gero Schwing
	MINITOU
	4

	30
	20
	Peter Enders
	MINITOU
	4

	32
	6
	Friedrich von Bohlen
	Schirra motoring
	2

	33
	20
	Peter Nikolaus Enders
	MINITOU
	1

	33
	35
	Reinhard Nehls (G)
	Caisley International
	1

	33
	27
	Jochen Arden (G)
	piro sports
	1


 (G) Gentleman Driver (aged over 50) 

MINI CHALLENGE 2007, Zandvoort/NL, 22nd – 24th June 2007

Team ranking after 5 of 15 scored heats
	Pos.
	Team 
	Nr.
	Nr.
	Points

	1
	Team ProSieben
	7
	77
	153

	2
	EHRL SPORT Lechner Racing
	8
	88
	123

	3
	Schubert Motors 1
	3
	4
	120

	4
	ORMS Racing wiesmann 1


	66
	99
	108

	5
	Team Spicy
	10
	
	104

	6
	tolimit InVenture
	19
	26
	93

	7
	Schirra motoring 1
	25
	6
	72

	8
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	11
	12
	70

	9
	Highspeed Racing 1
	15
	16
	63

	10
	Schubert Motors 2
	5
	22
	52

	11
	Gigamot Racing
	18
	36
	50

	12
	Team Original MINI Zubehör Castrol Deutschland
	30
	
	34

	13
	HBPO Racing
	41
	
	32

	14
	Schirra motoring 2
	24
	20
	19

	15
	ORMS Racing wiesmann 2
	33
	
	9

	16
	piro Sports 1
	27
	29
	6

	17
	BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing
	9
	
	0

	18
	Highspeed Racing 2
	14
	
	0

	19
	LANGE South African Racing
	21
	
	0

	20
	Caisley International
	35
	
	0

	21
	piro Sports 2
	28
	
	0
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