History of BMW Group DesignworksUSA
1972-1977:  Malibu

Charles W. Pelly founded DesignworksUSA with its first office located in Malibu Canyon.  It was a small office with three full time designers.  Co-founders included Ray Carter.

Key projects include:  1972 Hyster; 1973 Steiger; 1974 Kampgrounds of America; 1975 Otis Elevator Company; 1976 Microma Digital Watch Design; 1977 Imed pump

1978-1982:  Van Nuys

During an exceptional period of growth, DesignworksUSA expanded and relocated into a new location.  During this time, the studio acquired several new clients and set up its first sister studio, D2 in Detroit.

Key projects include:  1978 Air Shield; 1979 Polaris; 1980 WaterPik; 1981 Grammer Dental Seating; 1982 Fairchild Transportation Design
1983-1987:  Agoura
Because of its extensive knowledge in seating design and ergonomic development, DesignworksUSA received its first project from BMW AG in 1986, the BMW 850 seat.  With a growing client base, the office expanded once again and DesignworksUSA purchased its first new building.
Key projects include:  1983 Grammer Transportation Design; 1984 Oculab Glaucoma Eye Tools; 1985 GM Corvettte Seat; 1986 Magna Torrero Concept Car; 1987 Hughes Ground Systems 

1988-1994:  Newbury Park

Growing robustly, DesignworksUSA expanded into its new home, a 38,000 square foot facility in Newbury Park.  In the early 1990’s DesignworksUSA established important new relationships with industry leaders, Nokia and Siemens.  In 1991, BMW AG acquired a large percentage of the company from the original founders.  DesignworksUSA started its first car exterior design project for the new 3 series in 1993.

Key projects include:  1988 Vivtar 35 MM Compact Camera; 1989 Corona Garden Tool; 1990 Nokia Cell Phone; 1991 Pelton & Crane Dental Chair; 1992 BMW e46 Exterior Design Proposals; 1993 Compaq Proliant Server; 1994 ICE Exterior Design Proposal
1995-1999:  BMW

1995 was a pivotal year in DesignworksUSA’s history.  In May of 1995, BMW AG purchased the remaining percentage of DesignworksUSA.  Also that year David Hockney painted his Art Car in the Newbury Park studio, providing yet another source of inspiration.  In 1997, DesignworksUSA celebrated their 25th anniversary with top BMW AG and BMW NA leaders joining in the festivities.  In 1998, DesignworksUSA opened a studio in Munich, and in 1999, Henrik Fisker was named President.
Key projects include:  1995 Siemens Medical Machine; 1996 Compaq Workstation; 1997 Magellan GPS Color Trak; 1998 Sachs; 1999 addidas Kobe 8 CD-ROM
2000-2004:  Celebrating Design

DesignworksUSA enters the new millennium as a leading design innovator.  In 2002, under the leadership of Adrian van Hooydonk, DesignworkUSA opened its new, state of the art studio with a festive “Celebrating Design” event.

Key projects include:  2000 John Deere Loader; 2001 Trico Seating; 2002 MCI Coach Exterior Design: 2004 BenQ Keyboard System; 2004 Remington Rotary and Foil Shavers
2004-2007:  Singapore

Under the strategic direction of Verena Kloos, DesignworksUSA successfully opens a design studio in Singapore.  With the location in Singapore, DesignworksUSA is recognized as a global design consultancy wit the ability to identify design trends from North America, Europe, and Asia. DesignworksUSA continues to build a world-class clients list and expands their offerings to include brand communications, strategy, research, design development, engineering, modeling, and color, materials, and finish.  In 2007, DesignworksUSA unveils their new studio wing, which immediately receives attention and praise.

Key projects include:  2005 Microsoft Industrial Design Toolkit; 2005 Nilfisk Power Vacuum; 2006 Embraer Phenom 100 and 300; 2006 ecopod E1 Series; 2006 Aerovironment Wind Turbine; 2006 Boeing Business Jet Interior Concept; 2007 Embraer Mid Size Jet Concept; 2007 Saeco Talea; 2007 Zeydon Yacht Concept

