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FORMULA BMW USA - ROUND 10 – BARBER MOTORSPORTS PARK - QUALIFYING
Piscopo Scores Round 10 pole
Birmingham, Ala. – July 30, 2005… 17-year old Edoardo Piscopo (EuroInternational) quickly came to grips with a track cleanly washed by yesterday’s storm that cancelled Round 9 qualifying to score his first career Formula BMW USA pole position. In taking the Round 10 pole, his time of 1:26.873 minutes around the 2.3-mile Barber Motorsports Park circuit bested that of second-place qualifier and Series point leader Kevin Lacroix (AIM Autosport) by .464 seconds. James Davison (HBR Motorsport Team USA) will start third, eclipsing his previous season’s best of fifth.

Four-time pole sitter Richard Philippe (Team Autotecnica) was fourth fastest and Maxime Soulet (Gelles Racing) was fifth. The top-five qualifiers are all within one second of Piscopo’s pole time.

With the fight for both the Overall and Rookie Championships heating up, every young driver is aiming to move up in the standings and gave his best qualifying effort to-date. Race Johnson (HBR Motorsport Team USA) equalled his best qualifying effort of the season (sixth) and Adrien Herberts (Atlantic Racing Team) was seventh, for his best start of the season. Also with his best of the season, Rob Bunker (AIM Autosport) qualified eighth.
Piscopo was rightfully pleased with his performance, “Finally we made it and I am really happy because we deserved it. We worked hard the last weekends and at the test in Putnam Park. We worked on the setup for the car and we have been really fast since Thursday. Unfortunately, we were a bit unlucky with the weather conditions yesterday, because otherwise we would have been able to make two poles.”

Lacroix, keeping his eye on the championship, said, “Maybe I was not fast enough to take the pole, but I am in front of Philippe and this is good for me when I want to win the championship. I am confident for the race this afternoon and tomorrow.“

Davison said, “The temperature was cooler this morning so the engine has been more powerful. I struggled with an understeer out of the corners, but I am quite happy. This was my best qualifying performance. I would like to thank HBR for doing their best on a track I have never been to before. Piscopo will be difficult to beat, but I am aiming for the podium in both races.”
The quickest Rookies in Round 9 qualifying were Piscopo (P1), Lacroix (P2), Davison (P3), Philippe (P4) and Johnson (P6).
The Round 9 contest is scheduled to start at 5:00 p.m. today and Sunday’s Round 10 race is scheduled to start at 3:30 p.m. 
Qualifying: Round 10

1
Edoardo Piscopo
EuroInternational
1:26.873 (95.312mph)

2
Kevin Lacroix
AIM Autosport

1:27.337
3   James Davison
HBR Motorsport Team USA
1:27.557
4  
Richard Philippe
Team Autotecnica
1:27.685 

5
Maxime Soulet
Gelles Racing

1:27.771

6
Race Johnson
HBR Motorsport Team USA
1:27.990
7
Adrien Herberts
Atlantic Racing Team

1:28.041
8 
Rob Bunker
AIM Autosport

1:28.130
9
Daniel Herrington
Jensen MotorSport

1:28.209

10
Tom Sutherland
HBR Motorsport Team USA
1:28.270

11
Robert Wickens
Team Apex Racing USA
1:28.358
12
Justin Moon
Gelles Racing

1:28.371

13
Darin Marcus
Gelles Racing

1:28.552
14
Matthew Lee
Twintooth/BRM Motorsport
1:28.559

15
Doug Boyer
Jensen MotorSport

1:28.647
16
Ryan Campbell
Gelles Racing

1:30.283

17
Dan Abbale
Atlantic Racing Team

1:30.634

18
Jules Duc 
Jensen MotorSport

1:30.838
19 
Derek Burseth
Burseth Racing

1:31.430
20
Reed Stevens 
HBR Motorsport Team USA
     ---
Background:

Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level class in Formula racing. In 2005 the series will be held in Germany, Britain, Asia and the USA. Up-and-coming drivers as young as 15-years-old are given the opportunity of entering motor racing with the high-tech, standard FB02 race car.

This racing car has been seen on the grid since 2002 and has set standards particularly on the safety technology front. The single-seater is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine up to 140 mph and by far exceeds the safety requirements for its class. BMW Motorsport has developed the FORS Formula Rescue Race Seat especially for Formula BMW. The HANS® safety system is also mandatory.

In 2005, Formula BMW will be staged five times as part of the Formula One support program. All the series offer a multifaceted Education and Coaching Program as well as sponsorship for promising racing talents. The best-known alumni of this talent hothouse are Formula One drivers Ralf Schumacher and Christian Klien.

BMW Motorsport Director Dr. Mario Theissen: “Formula BMW offers talented young drivers more than just a car. In the Education and Coaching Program we have designed specially for them, they learn everything they need to know to hold their own in the big wide world of motor racing. Formula BMW has shot out of the blocks to become the top entry-level class for Formula racing worldwide.”

In December 2005 the Bahrain International Circuit will host the first Formula BMW World Final. Young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series will compete against each other. The winner will get a Formula One test drive.
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