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2006 FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC)
Rounds 9 and 10 – 01st/02nd July 2006 – Race
Priaulx celebrates his fourth win of the season – Zanardi on the podium.
Curitiba (Brazil), 02nd July 2006. At the FIA World Touring Car Championship’s (WTCC) first appearance in South America, Andy Priaulx (GBR) of BMW Team UK secured his fourth win of the season. The reigning World Champion won the second race at the ‘Autódromo Internacional de Curitiba’. Behind Priaulx and Alfa Romeo driver Gianni Morbidelli (ITA) it was BMW Team Italy-Spain’s Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) who achieved his first podium finish this year. The 39-year-old started race one from last on the grid following a mistake in qualifying. However, he delivered an impressive revival and was rewarded with third place. Furthermore, Jörg Müller (GER) of BMW Team Germany added two points to his tally in Curitiba. He took seventh place in race two. Victory in the first round of the day was claimed by Jordi Gené (ESP) ahead of Peter Terting (GER) and Augusto Farfus (BRA).
The Brazilian motorsport enthusiasts witnessed a turbulent start to the first race. As early as lap one, the safety car had to come out, after Maurizio Ceresoli (ITA) and local hero Lucas Molo (BRA) both crashed. At this time, Jörg Müller had fought his way up to ninth, and BMW Team Italy-Spain driver Duncan Huisman (NLD) was running in tenth. The best start, however, was executed by Zanardi who leap-frogged from 26th to 15th. Dirk Müller (GER) suffered a dose of bad luck at the very beginning of the race. Running 14th, the BMW Team Germany driver’s car was hit in the back and pushed into the gravel in turn six. Consequently he was relegated to the back of the field and finished 20th.

Priaulx defended his seventh position at the start, but had to let Morbidelli pass on lap four, following the safety car phase. He defended eighth place – and thus pole position for race two – until the end of the race. Jörg Müller delivered a flawless performance and finished ninth. Huisman was on his way to securing tenth, when he suffered a technical problem in his rear axle and was forced to reduce his speed, thus losing one position. Zanardi benefited by this and crossed the line in tenth place, following some spectacular overtaking manoeuvres.

The second round turned out to be a thriller. The safety car had to neutralize the field twice. Due to some more accidents and a lot of debris on the track, race control decided to red-flag the race shortly before the end. Priaulx was able to keep out of the tough-fought duels in midfield and controlled the speed from the front. He succeeded in building up a gap after each safety car phase. Further back down the field, Zanardi was involved in a lot of action. From tenth place on the grid he gained one position and eventually took third place from James Thompson (GBR) on lap nine. Towards the end of the race, he was in a position to launch an attack on second-placed Morbidelli, but was stopped by the red flag. For the first time in his WTCC career, Zanardi set the fastest lap of the race, posting a time of 1:26.069.
Jörg Müller improved from ninth to seventh over the course of the race. His team-mate Dirk Müller had no chance to enter the fight for points after starting 20th and had to make do with 15th place. Huisman also failed to make it into the top eight in his WTCC comeback. After he had collided with Gabriele Tarquini (ITA) on lap five, he fell back and finally finished 16th.
Reactions:

Andy Priaulx (BMW Team UK):
“It’s brilliant to have another win. But for me, the points are more important. Coming from Brazil with 11 points despite 65 kilos of handicap weight was not what I had expected. Therefore I’m really, really pleased. I made a good start in race two and opened up a gap, but then the safety-car came out. After a good re-start, I built another gap – and again the safety car came out. It was an eventful race, but I tried to drive cleverly and to commit no mistakes. However, it won’t be easy in Mexico now, as I will carry high ballast again.“

Alessandro Zanardi (BMW Team Italy-Spain):
“Yesterday was a bad day for me. BMW Team Italy-Spain gave me a great car, and I felt that a top-five grid position could have been possible. But then I threw it away before the end of my first lap. Again, I want to apologize to my team for that. What happened in the races was unbelievable. I drove aggressively, but my car had not a single scratch. To finish tenth and then third is just great. The races were very interesting for me, to say the least.“ 

Bart Mampaey (Team Principal BMW Team UK):
“Already on Friday we realised that we would have a competitive car here. On the other hand, it also was obvious that some of our rivals would also be very strong. Therefore, it was far from easy to secure another win. In race one we saw that it’s almost impossible to overtake without a risk with a lot of ballast in the car. That’s why we were very happy with eighth place. The second race was very exciting. Andy delivered a strong performance. The eleven points are indeed very welcome.”
Charly Lamm (Team Manager BMW Team Germany):
“Congratulations to Andy Priaulx and Alessandro Zanardi, who – together with Jörg – made scored points for BMW today. Our weekend was not really easy. That counts especially for Dirk, who had to start in midfield following a difficult qualifying session and was involved in several incidents. Jörg was unlucky not making it into eighth in race one, thus securing pole for the second round. So we have to be happy with two points. We will work hard, to return to the front end of the grid in Mexico.”
Stats and results Curitiba:
	Circuit / Date
	Autódromo Internacional de Curitiba / 02nd July 2006

	Lap / Race distance
	3.695 km/51.73 km (14 laps)

	Pole position 2006
	Augusto Farfus (Alfa Romeo), 1:24.761 minutes

	Winners 2006
	Race 1: Jordi Gené (SEAT)

Race 2: Andy Priaulx (BMW Team UK)

	Fastest lap

2006
	Race 1: Jordi Gené, 1:25.604 minutes

Race 2: Alessandro Zanardi, 1:26.069 minutes


	Driver
	A. Priaulx
	D. Müller
	J. Müller
	A. Zanardi
	D. Huisman

	Date of birth
	08.08.1974
	18.11.1975
	03.09.1969
	23.10.1966
	11.11.1971

	Country
	GBR
	GER
	GER
	ITA
	NLD

	Car no.
	1
	43
	42
	4
	41

	Team
	BMW Team UK
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Italy-Spain
	BMW Team Italy-Spain

	Handicap weight
	65 kg
	70 kg
	60 kg
	-
	20 kg

	Test Session
	1:25.561 (4th)
	1:26.675 (19th)
	1:26.619 (18th)
	1:25.988 (8th)
	1:26.252 (15th)

	1st Free Practice
	1:25.485 (11th)
	1:25.832 (18th)
	1:25.631 (13th)
	1:25.137 (6th)
	1:25.720 (15th)

	2nd Free Practice
	1:26.084 (9th)
	1:26.113 (11th)
	1:26.478 (18th)
	1:26.006 (5th)
	1:26.570 (20th)

	Qualifying
	1:25.272 (7th)
	1:25.823 (19th)
	1:25.534 (13th)
	No timed lap
	1:25.347 (11th)

	Warm-up
	1:25.424 (5th)
	1:26.120 (20th)
	1:25.940 (17th)
	1:25.435 (6th)
	1:26.384 (23th)

	Race 1
	8th
	20th
	9th
	10th
	11th

	Race 2
	1st
	15th
	7th
	3rd
	16th

	Points

2006
	44
	32
	30
	8
	-

	Current position
	1st
	6th
	8th
	13th
	-



Drivers’ Championship: 1st Priaulx (44 points), 2nd Thompson (41), 3rd Tarquini (40), 4th Rydell (34), 5th Muller (33), 6th Dirk Müller (32), 7th Terting (32), 8th Jörg Müller (30).
Manufacturers’ Championship: 1st SEAT (127 points), 2nd BMW (126), 3rd Alfa Romeo (75), 4th Chevrolet (62).
Race Calendar: 
02/04 – Monza (ITA), 30/04 – Magny-Cours (FRA), 21/05 – Brands Hatch (GBR), 04/06 – Oschersleben (GER), 02/07 – Curitiba (BRA), 30/07 – Puebla (MEX), 03/09 – Brno (CZE), 24/09 – Istanbul (TUR), 08/10 – Valencia (ESP), 19/11 – Macau (CHN).
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