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2006 FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC)
Rounds 9 and 10 – 01st/02nd July 2006 – Qualifying

Priaulx quickest BMW driver in maiden WTCC qualifying in South America.
Curitiba (Brazil), 01st July 2006. In qualifying for the ninth round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC) at the ‘Autódromo Internacional de Curitiba’ Andy Priaulx (GBR) of BMW Team UK claimed seventh position on the grid. Setting a time of 1:25.272 minutes, the championship leader was the fastest driver of the BMW national teams. Local hero Augusto Farfus (BRA) claimed pole position, posting a best time of 1:24.761 minutes.
“I’m really happy, but I think something was missing,” said Priaulx, who is carrying 65 kilograms of handicap weight at the WTCC’s debut in Brazil. “The position is excellent, especially with regards to the weight situation.” Duncan Huisman (NLD) was also satisfied with the outcome of qualifying at the 3.695-kilometre track. At Curitiba, the 34-year-old is contesting his first two races for BMW Team Italy-Spain. He took 11th position on the grid. “My first WTCC qualifying this season was okay”, Huisman commented. “We managed to improve compared to the free practice sessions, when we were struggling a bit. This result is good for the confidence.”

His team-mate Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) was unlucky. On his first timed lap, the 39-year-old lost control of his BMW 320si WTCC and crashed into the tyre barriers in turn nine. Following this incident, he was forced to watch the action on the track from the garage. Zanardi had delivered a promising performance in the free practice sessions, gaining top-ten positions at all times.

The drivers of BMW Team Germany also failed to make it onto the front rows. Jörg Müller (GER) took 13th place, carrying 60 kilograms of handicap weight. His team-mate Dirk Müller (GER), who is having 70 kilograms onboard his car, finished 19th. Both drivers have to perform a massive catch up, if they want to leave Brazil with some more points to their tally. “The field is very close here in Curitiba again,” said BMW Team Germany’s Team Manager, Charly Lamm (GER). “It’s a fight for fractions of a second. Unfortunately we were unable to gain these decisive hundredths of a second today. Consequently we find ourselves in midfield positions. A lot of work is before us if we want to gain some ground tomorrow.”
Therefore, it’s reigning World Champion Priaulx who for the moment is carrying BMW’s hopes for a good result in Sunday’s races. However, the 31-year-old is well-aware of the fact that he is facing a tough challenge. “We knew before that Brazil will be a tough event for us,” he said. “That’s why I’m not expecting massive points for tomorrow. But I’ll do my best in the races, and let’s see what will be the result.”

Race one at Curitiba will start on Sunday at 12:05hrs local time (16:05hrs BST). The second race starts at 13:15hrs (18:15hrs BST).
.

Stats and results Curitiba:
	Circuit / Date
	Autódromo Internacional de Curitiba / 02nd July 2006

	Lap / Race distance
	3.695 km/51.73 km (14 laps)

	Pole position 2006
	Augusto Farfus (Alfa Romeo), 1:24.761 minutes

	Winners 2005
	-

	Fastest lap

2005 
	-


	Driver
	A. Priaulx
	D. Müller
	J. Müller
	A. Zanardi
	D. Huisman

	Date of birth
	08.08.1974
	18.11.1975
	03.09.1969
	23.10.1966
	11.11.1971

	Country
	GBR
	GER
	GER
	ITA
	NLD

	Car no.
	1
	43
	42
	4
	41

	Team
	BMW Team UK
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Italy-Spain
	BMW Team Italy-Spain

	Handicap weight
	65 kg
	70 kg
	60 kg
	-
	20 kg

	Test Session
	1:25.561 (4th)
	1:26.675 (19th)
	1:26.619 (18th)
	1:25.988 (8th)
	1:26.252 (15th)

	1st Free Practice
	1:25.485 (11th)
	1:25.832 (18th)
	1:25.631 (13th)
	1:25.137 (6th)
	1:25.720 (15th)

	2nd Free Practice
	1:26.084 (9th)
	1:26.113 (11th)
	1:26.478 (18th)
	1:26.006 (5th)
	1:26.570 (20th)

	Qualifying
	1:25.272 (7th)
	1:25.823 (19th)
	1:25.534 (13th)
	No timed lap
	1:25.347 (11th)

	Warm-up
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Race 1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Race 2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Points

2006
	33
	32
	28
	2
	-

	Current position
	1st
	3rd
	7th
	16th
	-


Race Calendar: 
2nd April – Monza (ITA), 30th April – Magny-Cours (FRA), 21st May – Brands Hatch (GBR), 4th June – Oschersleben (GER), 2nd July – Curitiba (BRA), 30th July – Puebla (MEX), 3rd September – Brno (CZE), 24th September – Istanbul (TUR), 8th October – Valencia (ESP), 19th November – Macau (CHN).

Press contact: 
Heike Bartsch, BMW Corporate Affairs, Motorsport, Office: +49 (0)89 382 33115, Mobile: +49 (0) 172 8485998, heike.bartsch@bmw.de 

Press releases, race reports and photos are available rights-free for press purposes at: www.press.bmw.com
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