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2006 FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC)
Rounds 17 and 18 – 07th/08th October 2006 – Qualifying

Jörg Müller fastest BMW driver in closest WTCC qualifying session ever. 
Valencia (Spain), 07th October 2006. In qualifying for the 17th round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship, held at the “Circuit de Comunitat”, BMW Team Germany driver Jörg Müller (GER) claimed ninth place. The 37-year-old’s fastest lap time was clocked at 1:45.065 minutes. Jörg Müller was therefore 0.531 seconds slower than Alfa Romeo’s Augusto Farfus (BRA), who secured pole position, ahead of Jordi Gené (ESP) and Salvatore Tavano (ITA).

Qualifying at the 4.005-kilometre track will enter the history books of the World Touring Car Championship: 22 drivers finished the session within one second of one another. Never before, since 2005, has the field been as competitive as at Valencia today. Consequently Jörg Müller was satisfied with his top-ten grid position. “I’m quite happy with this result,” he said. “This qualifying was extremely exciting, and it’s great to be the best-placed BMW driver. Now I have a promising chance to score a good result in the two races.”

Luca Rangoni (ITA) delivered a remarkable performance: At the wheel of a Proteam Motorsport BMW 320si WTCC, the BMW privateer finished tenth. Behind him, the BMW Team Italy-Spain drivers, Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) and Duncan Huisman (NLD), took 11th and 12th position respectively. 

The fight for the drivers’ title will be fought in the middle of the pack this weekend. Championship leader Andy Priaulx (GBR) of BMW Team UK had to make do with 17th place in qualifying. For the Spanish WTCC rounds, the 32-year-old is carrying 65 kilograms of handicap weight aboard his BMW. BMW Team Germany’s Dirk Müller (GER) also had to pay the price, finishing 22nd, with a ballast of 55 kilograms.

“Obviously I’m very disappointed,” said Dirk Müller after the session. “Following the practice session I was optimistic of securing a better grid position. However, when I was out on new tyres, I suffered a bit of bad luck. Yellow flags and a lot of traffic hampered me on my way to improving my lap time. But anything can happen in the two races.” The biggest rivals of the two BMW drivers in the title fight will also start outside the top ten. Championship runner-up Gabriele Tarquini (ITA) finished 15th, his third-placed SEAT brand-mate Rickard Rydell (SWE) qualified 16th.

Conditions at the twisty race track were ideal: The drivers contested the penultimate qualifying session of the season in bright sunshine with temperatures reaching 28 degrees Celsius. For Sunday’s two races the weather experts forecast warm and dry conditions. Race one will start at 15:15hrs local time (14:15hrs BST), while the lights go out for the second round at 16:25hrs (15:25hrs BST).

Stats and results Valencia:
	Circuit / Date
	Circuit de la Comunitat / 08th Oktober 2006

	Lap / Race distance
	4.005 km / 52.065 km (13 laps)

	Pole position 2006
	Augusto Farfus (Alfa Romeo), 1:44.534 minutes

	Winners 2005
	Race 1: Jordi Gené (SEAT)

Race 2: Jörg Müller (BMW Team Germany)

	Fastest lap 2005 
	Race 1: Dirk Müller, 1:43.795 minutes

Race 2: Jörg Müller, 1:43.948 minutes


	Driver
	A. Priaulx
	D. Müller
	J. Müller
	A. Zanardi
	D. Huisman

	Date of birth
	08.08.1974
	18.11.1975
	03.09.1969
	23.10.1966
	11.11.1971

	Country
	GBR
	GER
	GER
	ITA
	NLD

	Car no.
	1
	43
	42
	4
	41

	Team
	BMW Team UK
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Italy-Spain
	BMW Team Italy-Spain

	Handicap weight
	65 kg
	55 kg
	30 kg
	20 kg
	-

	1st Free Practice
	1:45.242 (14th)
	1:45.114 (10th)
	1:45.271 (15th)
	1:45.189 (13th)
	1:45.581 (18th)

	2nd Free Practice
	1:46.844 (19th)
	1:46.091 (5th)
	1:46.818 (18th)
	1:46.572 (15th)
	1:46.486 (14th)

	Qualifying
	1:45.339 (17th)
	1:45.524 (22nd)
	1:45.065 (9th)
	1:45.215 (11th)
	1:45.261 (12th)

	Warm-up
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Race 1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Race 2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Points

2006
	58
	51
	46
	26
	4

	Current position
	1st
	4th
	7th
	11th
	20th


Race Calendar: 
2nd April – Monza (ITA), 30th April – Magny-Cours (FRA), 21st May – Brands Hatch (GBR), 4th June – Oschersleben (GER), 2nd July – Curitiba (BRA), 30th July – Puebla (MEX), 3rd September – Brno (CZE), 24th September – Istanbul (TUR), 8th October – Valencia (ESP), 19th November – Macau (CHN).

Press contact: 
Heike Bartsch, BMW Corporate Affairs, Motorsport, Office: +49 (0)89 382 33115, Mobile: +49 (0) 172 8485998, heike.bartsch@bmw.de 
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