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Schedule 2006 DELL Formula BMW
 
World Final.

Wednesday, 22nd November 2006.
12:00–23:00 
Team Arrival/Pit Garage Set-up

Thursday, 23rd November 2006.

09.00–18.00
Scrutineering & Car Livery/Driver clothing
10.30–11.00
Tyre lottery
14.00–17.00
Drivers & Entrant Administration

Friday, 24th November 2006.

09.00–09.45
Formula BMW, free practice: Group 1
09.55–10.40
Formula BMW, free practice: Group 2
10.50–11.35
Formula BMW, free practice: Group 1
11.45–12.30
Formula BMW, free practice: Group 2
12.40–13.25
Formula BMW, free practice: Group 1
13.35–14.20
Formula BMW, free practice: Group 2
14.20–14.50
Lunch break
14.50–15.20
TGP – free practice
15.35–16.05
Formula BMW, qualifying: Group 1
16.20–16.50
Formula BMW, qualifying: Group 2

Saturday, 25th November 2006.

07.30–08.30
Pre-Scrutineering for Super Pole cars
09.00–09.30
Formula BMW, Super Pole competition (8 cars)
09.45–10.15
TGP – qualifying
10.30–11.00
Taxi rides
11.15–11.45
Formula BMW, Heat 1: Group A vs. Group B 
12.00–12.30
Formula BMW, Heat 2: Group C vs. Group D
12.45–13.55
Lunch break/Show rides
14.10–14.40
TGP – qualifying
14.55–15.25
Formula BMW, Heat 3: Group A vs. Group C
15.40–16.10
Formula BMW, Heat 4: Group B vs. Group D
16.25–17.15
Taxi rides
18.30–21.30
DELL Formula BMW World Final Media Dinner

Sunday, 26th November 2006.

09.00–09.30
Formula BMW, Heat 5: Group A vs. Group D
09.45–10.15
Formula BMW, Heat 6: Group B vs. Group C
10.30–10.40
TGP – warm-up
10.55–11.25
Taxi rides
11.30–13.00
Lunch break/Show rides
13.15–14.00
TGP – Race (35 mins)
14.15–14.30
Build-up 2006 DELL Formula BMW World Final
14.30–15.15
DELL Formula BMW World Final (18 laps or 45 mins)
15.15–15.30
DELL Formula BMW World Final Podium
15.35–16.00
DELL Formula BMW World Final Press Conference
16.00–17.00
Taxi rides
17.30–20.00
DELL Formula BMW World Final Awards Evening

Please note that this schedule may undergo short-notice changes. Find up-to-date information regarding the schedule of the DELL Formula BMW World Final during the event at the “Event Info Centre”, which will be located in the paddock area of the “Circuit de la Comunitat”.

2.
Foreword BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen.

Dear media representatives, 
Dear motorsport enthusiasts,

Despite the fact the 2006 Formula One season has already ended with the Brazilian Grand Prix on 22nd October, the motorsport year is not even close to being finished for BMW. On 19th November, the BMW national teams will battle for the Drivers’ as well as the Manufacturers’ championship title at the season final of the World Touring Car Championship in Macau. 
The second Formula BMW final is scheduled in Valencia only a week later.

I am looking forward to this event. It is the undisputed highlight of the Formula BMW season. In the past years we have been able to establish Formula BMW as the most important series for young talent entering Formula racing worldwide. The success of the concept is, however, no coincidence. For one, all drivers in Formula BMW fight with the same “weapon”, the FB02. 
This vehicle sets standards in term of safety and is ideal to facilitate the switch from karting to Formula cars for the young drivers. On the other hand, 
the most talented young racers from all over the world come together in the four international series. Whoever manages to prevail against this 
competition can realistically hope for a successful continuation of his career. 
We support the participants with our education and coaching programme, which prepares the drivers for their career in motor racing. The example of Sebastian Vettel shows that Formula BMW is a good school for young drivers. In 2004, he dominated the German Formula BMW series. This year, 
he managed to shine in Formula One during the last third of the season as the Friday driver of the BMW Sauber F1 Team. In 2007, he will once more be 
on board as the test and reserve driver.

The winner of the DELL Formula BMW World Final will have the chance to test a Formula One car, which is the ultimate goal for all the drivers. 
It will, however, not be an easy task to win in Valencia. In other words, the winner will have thoroughly deserved the Formula One experience.

Yours sincerely,
Mario Theissen
3.
Talent promotion around the globe.

Crowning Formula BMW season final in Valencia.
The 2006 motorsport season is coming to an end. A special event, however, still awaits many of the over 80 drivers, who participated in one of the 
four Formula BMW championships in Germany, Great Britain, Asia and North America in the past months. From 24th to 26th November, the best 
drivers will meet at the DELL Formula BMW World Final in Valencia, Spain. 

In 2005, the new highlight of the Formula BMW season celebrated its premiere at the “Bahrain International Circuit”. The fans were able to witness top quality racing in the desert emirate. Marco Holzer (GER) triumphed in 
a gripping final and secured the prestigious winner’s reward, a Formula One test with the BMW Sauber F1 Team.

With this success, Holzer, who again competed in the 2006 Formula BMW Germany Championship, was able to fulfil the dream he shares with his fellow drivers all over the world. They are all hoping for a successful career and are determined to make it into the pinnacle of motorsport. In Formula BMW, they receive the necessary equipment for their future profession.

Talent support as central pillar of the BMW philosophy.
The support of promising talents is one of three pillars in the involvement of BMW in the world of international motorsport. “The BMW Sauber F1 Team celebrated a successful debut in Formula One racing in 2006,” 
BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen, says. “Additionally, we experienced another successful year in the World Touring Car Championship. Formula BMW is also of the highest importance. It offers young drivers who want to move up from karting the ideal possibility to take the next step in their career.”

The concept of supporting young drivers in Formula BMW is aimed at 
talents from the age of 15. The youngsters are not only required to prove their skills against the competition on the track, but also receive an additional comprehensive and tailor-made education. In this racing school, the drivers learn about car set-up, driving technique and tactics, fitness, and nutrition along with how to handle sponsors and the media, among other things.

Experienced teachers on the way to the top.
As a part of the unique education and coaching programme, the young 
drivers receive the support of experienced instructors. Jörg Müller (GER), who competes in the WTCC for BMW Team Germany, has been a part of the scouting and education programme in the Formula BMW Racing Center in Valencia for many years. “I am very strongly involved in the work with the 
young drivers,” the BMW works driver comments. “I always advise the boys not to overestimate their talent. Their feet should always remain firmly on 
the ground. Then they will experience success.” Like Jörg Müller, his team-mate Dirk Müller (GER) and Touring Car World Champion Andy Priaulx (GBR) are involved in BMW’s successful talent promotion concept.

Comprehensive support programme with high demands.
Whoever managed to succeed in one of the scholarship courses of the four championships is able to enjoy a BMW scholarship. The Formula BMW Juniors can not only participate in the education and coaching programme free of charge, but also receive additional financial support from BMW. 
The BMW Sauber F1 Team is also included in this programme. Employees from the sponsoring department, as well as engineers from the team’s factory in Hinwil pass their knowledge on to the young talents. In the past season, Formula BMW held five of their races as part of the support programme of a Formula One weekend. Therefore, the drivers received the opportunity 
of casting a glance behind the scenes of the BMW Sauber F1 Team, with one of these being at the Nürburgring. 

The ultimate goal: Formula One.
Sebastian Vettel (GER) is the latest driver to prove that the path from Formula BMW leads to the pinnacle of racing in many cases. In 2004, he secured 
the title in the German Formula BMW ADAC championship with 18 victories in 20 races. Only two seasons later, the 19-year-old was able to impress 
with impeccable performances and best times as the Friday driver of the 
BMW Sauber F1 Team during the last five Formula One race weekends 
of the season.

Before Vettel, Formula BMW had already paved the way into the highest motorsports class for well-known drivers such as Ralf Schumacher, 
Nico Rosberg and Christian Klien. In other words, the series has proved it is a real melting pot for young talent year after year. Therefore, it comes as 
no surprise that Formula BMW has developed into the entry-level series for drivers who want to start a successful career in open-wheel racing.

FB02 represents safety and equal chances.
The safety of the drivers is of the highest priority in Formula BMW. The state-of-the art FB02 vehicle has been setting the standards in this regard since 2002. The monocoque, accelerated to speeds up to 230 km/h by a 140 bhp strong engine, exceeds the safety requirements of its class and introduces Formula One standards. BMW Motorsport has specifically developed the Formula Safety Seat FORS for Formula BMW. Additionally, the safety system HANS is obligatory for all drivers.

The talent of the drivers is at the very centre of Formula BMW. Therefore, equal chances for all is a key concept of the series. The vehicles can only be modified in certain areas. The set-up variations are just as restricted as are 
the days of testing. The aim is to let the skills of the driver behind the wheel of the FB02 decide success or failure, not the budget.

Support of talented drivers is a long-standing tradition.
Supporting talented drivers to begin a successful career in motorsport is a BMW tradition reaching back to the late 70’s. Initiially, the BMW Junior Team with drivers such as Manfred Winkelhock (GER), Marc Surer (SUI), Eddie Cheever (USA) and Bruno Giacomelli (ITA) caused a stir. In the Procar series young talents competed against famous Fomrula One stars. 

From 1991, BMW worked together with the national motor racing club ADAC in Germany. This cooperation finally led to the introduction of the new Formula BMW in 2002. Since 2003, Formula BMW has been an international event series. Intitally, the concept expanded to Asia, one year later to Great Britain and North America. The maiden Formula BMW World Final last year presented a further milestone in the international development of the series. 

Many challenges up to the final.
The Formula BMW drivers have already completed a total of 71 championship races this season. The winner of the DELL Formula BMW World Final in Valencia can look forward to a few more races and some more track time. Whoever wins the prize money of US$10,000 and a Formula One test drive, must proove his worth in a demanding competition format: The path 
to victory includes several practice sessions and a qualifying, the Super Pole competition, three heats and the final race. For the spectators at 
the “Circuit de la Comunitat” this means an abundance of race action.

4.
Showdown in Valencia.

Looking for the best Formula BMW driver of the season.
The four international Formula BMW series can definitely not complain about a lack of highlights. Highly talented young drivers from over 30 countries 
and four continents make every race event a real thriller. Since 2005, however, the talented drivers spring into action once more even after all the decisions in the regional championships have been made: In the DELL Formula BMW World Final they battle for the title of ”Best Formula BMW Driver of the Year“. 

“The DELL Formula BMW World Final is the highlight of the Formula BMW season,” BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen agrees. “The World Final emphasises our aspiration to offer the top entry-level series in international Formula racing. The event is an attractive stage for teams and sponsors, 
but particularly – of course – for the drivers.”

First class field of competitors.
In the DELL Formula BMW World Final the 37 most talented drivers from Formula BMW Germany, the Formula BMW UK Championship, Formula BMW Asia and Formula BMW USA compete against each other. Taking part in 2006, among others, are the four winners of the international series: Christian Vietoris (GER) claimed the title in Germany, while Niall Breen (IRE) was able to win in Great Britain. Robert Wickens (CAN) will attend the race in Valencia as the champion of Formula BMW USA.

Naturally, the quartet of drivers is among the favourites to win the DELL Formula BMW World Final. After all, they have already been able to beat many talented competitors in their series. The premiere of the event last year, however, showed that it is not necessarily the champions of the four series who manage to triumph in the World Final.

At the “Bahrain International Circuit“ Marco Holzer was able to celebrate success. The German, who finished the 2005 championship season 
in 13th place, controlled the competition in a gripping final and secured the maiden title. At the same time, he was able to enjoy prize money 
amounting to US$10,000, as well as a test drive for the BMW Sauber F1 Team.

Demanding circuit, challenging format.
The same prize will await the winner of this year’s World Final. This time, 
the drivers will compete at the “Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo”. Formula One teams, among them the BMW Sauber F1 Team, 
use this circuit for testing on over 40 days per year. Additionally, the track hosts World Touring Car Championship races, as well as the MotoGP series. 
The Formula BMW Racing Center is also at home in Valencia.

The 4.005-kilometre circuit is very demanding on the drivers. The twisty 
layout punishes even the slightest driving mistake. Since the participants will be spending a lot of time on the tack during the course of the World Final weekend in order to progress to the final race, they are required to stay fully concentrated at all times. Three practice sessions are followed by qualifying, 
a potential competition for the Super Pole and three so-called heats. 
Only after the drivers have completed this, are they qualified for the exciting final race at 14:30hrs on 26th November. 

Attractive programme awaits participants and fans.
Obviously, the race weekend is centred on the DELL Formula BMW World Final. The support programme, however, presents further interesting events. Prior to the kick-off of the race weekend, the BMW Sauber F1 Team is on 
site to conduct Formula One test drives, and will remain on location throughout the event. The BMW Sauber F1.06 will leave the garage for demonstration laps, Nick Heidfeld (GER), Sebastian Vettel (GER) and BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen will be present. The stars of the World Touring Car Championship, Andy Priaulx (GBR), Alessandro Zanardi (ITA), Dirk Müller (GER) and Jörg Müller (GER), are not prepared to miss the exciting races either. For Zanardi, a test with a specially modified BMW Sauber F1.06 is also scheduled. He will be the first amputee driver to conduct a Formula One test.

The FIA Thoroughbred Grand Prix World Championship stages its season 
final on this weekend. Since 1994, this race series features the competition between attractive historic race cars from the years 1966 to 1985. 
The combination of DELL Formula BMW World Final, Formula One show drives and the TGP F1 race promises to be a very special motorsport 
event. Future, present and past of motor racing can be experienced all on one weekend.

5.
Holzer enjoys run 
in Formula One car.

Holzer anxious for Formula One test.
Marco Holzer can fulfil his dream. On November 23rd, the 18-year-old from Bobingen, Germany, will conduct a test at Valencia’s “Circuit de la Comunitat” at the wheel of the BMW Sauber F1.06. Holzer received the opportunity to test in the pinnacle of motorsport as the winner of the 2005 Formula BMW World Final in Bahrain. At the “Bahrain International Circuit”, the youngster emerged as the winner against 34 competitors. “This Formula One test is the greatest thing that could happen to me. Now it’s a question of preparing myself for the huge forces that come into play in a Formula One car,” Holzer comments.

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen adds: “Marco Holzer has furnished plenty of proof of his potential in Formula BMW Germany. He has earned this test drive with his convincing victory in the 2005 Formula BMW World Final in Bahrain. For Marco this test is an opportunity to familiarise himself with the incredible dynamics of a Formula One vehicle.”

“An experience you’ll never forget.”
One person who knows how a Formula One test can boost your career prospects is Formula BMW graduate Sebastian Vettel: “A test in a Formula One car shows a young driver the potential road ahead. The first fast lap 
is an experience you will never forget,” declares the BMW Sauber F1 Team’s Friday driver. After Nico Rosberg (GER), Ho-Pin Tung (CHN) and 
Sebastian Vettel, Holzer will be the fourth Formula BMW graduate to test 
a BMW Formula One vehicle. 

37 drivers enter the 2006 DELL Formula BMW World Final with the express goal to follow in Holzer’s footsteps. When the German takes to the track at the wheel of the F1.06 on Thursday before the Formula BMW season highlight, not only the Formula One world will be paying close attention, but also 
the participants in the World Final. After all, they are aiming to get the same opportunity. 

6.
Competition format.

World Final format provides plenty of track time.
The participants of the DELL Formula BMW World Final will enter a unique competition format, which provides each driver as much time on the track as possible. All drivers have the opportunity to compensate for a disappointing qualifying result with good performances in the intermediate heats. 

Accordingly, the schedule will be very busy for the competitors aiming to celebrate title glory. Each driver takes part in a minimum of three practice sessions, a 30-minute qualifying session, a possible Super Pole competition as well as three heats, before the lights go out on Sunday at 14:30hrs to 
mark the start of the final. The decisive race of the weekend will cover a distance of 18 laps or 45 minutes.

The long path to glory.
Before this occurs, however, the field will be separated into two groups. 
Each of these groups conducts three 45-minute practice sessions on Friday. In the afternoon, the two groups will compete in two qualifying sessions.

The four fastest drivers of the two respective qualifying groups battle for the Super Pole on Saturday morning. In this individual time trial the eight drivers determine their grid positions and those of their respective group for the six heats. In these heats, four groups (A, B, C and D) compete against each other. The driver recording the fastest lap time in the Super Pole competition 
will receive pole position in Group A. Taking up the positions behind him in the starting grid are the third, fifth and seventh fastest drivers, etc. of the 
fastest qualifying group. The driver with the second-fastest time in this fastest qualifying group leads Group C. Behind him are the fourth, sixth, eighth, 
etc. fastest drivers in his group. Groups B and D are led by the two fastest drivers from the qualifying group with the second-fastest overall time.

Each of these four groups will compete against each other over a distance of 12 laps in the heats on Saturday and Sunday. The grid positions for the final race are determined with a points system. According to this, the winner of one of the heats receives zero points, the second driver receives two points etc. The driver with the lowest points tally will enter the DELL Formula BMW World Final from pole position.

7.
Regulations.

Narrow margin for modifications to the FB02.
“We want the drivers with the biggest talent to win, not those with the most experience or the biggest budget,” BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen comments on the regulations of Formula BMW. What applies to the four international Formula BMW series, also counts for the DELL Formula BMW World Final: Equal chances for all drivers and teams is of the highest priority.

In accordance, modifications to the car and set-up work are restricted. 
The only changes permitted to the Formula BMW FB02 are within the limitations of normal maintenance of the vehicle. Furthermore, replacing 
parts damaged due to normal wear and tear or accidents is also permitted. 

Construction modifications, as well as the inclusion or exclusion of parts 
are prohibited by the regulations. Additionally, an exact margin for settings and variations of the chassis set-up has been clearly defined. This narrow regulative framework is a decisive contribution to maintain general equality of chances while keeping the costs low. The minimum weight of the vehicle including the driver and his equipment (helmet, overall, etc.) must add up to 550 kilograms. 

At least three starts in Formula BMW necessary.
All drivers are entitled to participate who took part in at least three 
races of Formula BMW Germany, the Formula BMW UK Championship, 
Formula BMW Asia or Formula BMW USA during the 2006 season. Additionally, all drivers attending the DELL Formula BMW World Final must hold an international C-licence. Drivers with a higher licence are not allowed 
to enter the World Final, unless they acquired a B-licence following 
the last race of the season of their respective Formula BMW championship.

During the course of the tyre lottery on 23rd November, each driver will draw six front and rear tyres. These tyres are at the driver’s disposal from the beginning of the first practice session to the final race of the DELL Formula BMW World Final. An exchange of tyres between drivers is prohibited.

Excitement in the nation’s classification – Extraordinary prizes. 
Not only the winner of the DELL Formula BMW World Final will be honoured during the award ceremony on Sunday at 15:15hrs, but also the winner of the “Formula BMW Nations Cup”. This classification of the participating nations includes the three best results of the drivers from the individual countries.

The prize money at the DELL Formula BMW World Final is no less than US$60,000. According to the philosophy of the race series, this reward will benefit as many drivers as possible. The ten best-placed drivers can all 
look forward to their share of the prize money. Obviously, the winner will receive the highest reward, US$10,000. The second-placed driver receives US$9,000; the third will get US$8,000. The prize money is distributed in 
this system down to the tenth-placed driver, who can still enjoy a prize money of US$1,000. 

“Special Award” for extraordinary achievements in the World Final.
Additionally a further US$1,000 will go to the winner of the Super Pole. US$2,000 will go to the driver recording the fastest race lap. Another particular reward is the so-called “Special Award”, worth US$2,000. This prize 
will go to a driver who fails to finish into the top ten, but nevertheless arouses attention with an extraordinary performance.

Invaluable, however, is the prize the winner of the DELL Formula BMW World Final can look forward to next to the money. He will receive the opportunity 
of conducting a test with the BMW Sauber F1 Team. Many other drivers have already shown in the past that this can be the beginning of a Formula One career. 

8.
Drivers.

37 drivers from 16 nations: True internationality in Valencia.
The field of participants entering the 2006 DELL Formula BMW World Final 
is impressive. Drivers from all four international series in Germany, Great Britain, Asia and North America will compete at the “Circuit de la Comunitat”. Even drivers from Colombia and Australia will travel to the Spanish Mediterranean coast.

“Just as was the case last year, the second edition of the World Final will be contested by nearly every driver who succeeded in shining in our entry-level series over the course of the year,” BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen comments. “I’m delighted we are able to offer the young talents the chance 
of competing with other drivers from all parts of the world.”

Among this year’s favourites are Christian Vietoris (GER) and Niall Breen (IRE), who won the championships in Germany and Great Britain by a clear 
margin. Vietoris won nine out of 18 season races in Formula BMW Germany, Breen finished nine out of 20 races for the top spot in the Formula BMW UK Championship. 

However, the two champions will be facing tough competition from overseas: Robert Wickens (CAN) secured the 2006 Formula BMW USA title. Additionally, the youngster already proved during last year’s first World Final that he need not shy away from the international competition. In the final race in Bahrain, Wickens sensationally managed to improve from 25th to 6th position. 

Entry List 2006 DELL Formula BMW World Final:

Driver
Country
Team
Philip Major 
Canada
AIM Autosport
Daniel Morad
Canada
AIM Autosport
Nick de Bruijn
Netherlands
ASL-Team Mücke-Motorsport
Christian Engelhart
Germany
ASL-Team Mücke-Motorsport
Niall Quinn
Ireland
AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH
Matthew Lee
USA
Team Autotecnica
Jens Klingmann
Germany
Eifelland Racing
Mika Mäki
Finland
Eifelland Racing
Martin Ragginger
Austria
Eifelland Racing
Stefano Coletti
Monaco
EuroInternational
Robert Wickens
Canada
EuroInternational
Matt Howson
Great Britain
Filsell Motorsport
Daniel Murray
Ireland
Filsell Motorsport
Henry Arundel
Great Britain
Fortec Motorsport
Niall Breen
Ireland
Fortec Motorsport
Jack Clarke
Great Britain
Fortec Motorsport
Euan Hankey
Great Britain
Fortec Motorsport
Daniel McKenzie
Great Britain
Fortec Motorsport
Daniel Ricciardo
Australia
Fortec Motorsport
Ross Curnow
Great Britain
Gelles Racing
Adrien Herberts
Canada
Gelles Racing
Maxime Pelletier
France
Gelles Racing
Ryan Phinny
USA
Gelles Racing
Sebastian Saavedra
Colombia
Gelles Racing
Andrei Harnagea
Romania
GU-Racing Motorsport Team
Jens Höing
Germany
GU-Racing Motorsport Team
Maximilian Wissel
Germany
GU-Racing Motorsport Team
Frankie Muniz
USA
Jensen Motorsport
Daniel Campos Hull
Spain
Josef Kaufmann Racing
Josef Král
Czech Rep.
Josef Kaufmann Racing
Christian Vietoris
Germany
Josef Kaufmann Racing
Tom Dunstan
Great Britain
Team Loctite
Oliver Turvey
Great Britain
Team Loctite
Fabio Leimer
Switzland
Matson Motorsport
Matt Hamilton
Great Britain
Motaworld Racing
Jonathan Legris
Great Britain
Motaworld Racing
Tobias Hegewald
Germany
AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH

Car Number 2 – Philip Major.
Canada, AIM Autosport
Date of birth: 
8th December 1988
Place of birth: 
Mississauga (Canada)
Place of residence: 
Ottawa (Canada)
Height: 
1,73 m
Weight: 
53 kg
Hobbies: 
skiing, tennis, cross-country running
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Circuit Mont-Tremblant (Canada)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–21st place Formula BMW USA
Internet: www.majorspeed.com

Car Number 3 – Daniel Morad.
Canada, AIM Autosport
Date of birth: 
24th April 1990
Place of birth: 
Scarborough (Canada)
Place of residence: 
Markham (Canada)
Height: 
1,68 m
Weight: 
71 kg
Hobbies: 
football, skiing, fitness
Idol: 
Juan Pablo Montoya, Ron Fellows
Favourite circuit: 
Road Atlanta (USA)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–6th place Formula BMW USA; 
 
1st place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.danielmorad.com

Car Number 4 – Niall Quinn.
Ireland, AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH
Date of birth: 
22nd August 1988
Place of birth: 
Dublin (Ireland)
Place of residence: 
Dunboyne (Ireland)
Height: 
1,78 m
Weight: 
60 kg
Hobbies: 
fitness, video games
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna, Kimi Räikkönen
Favourite circuit: 
Macau (China)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–11th place Formula BMW UK Championship; 
 
3rd place Rookie Cup

Car Number 5 – Nick de Bruijn.
Netherlands, ASL-Team Mücke-Motorsport
Date of birth: 
21st February 1987
Place of birth: 
Schiedam (Netherlands)
Place of residence: 
Vlaardingen (Netherlands)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
72 kg
Hobbies: 
karting
Idol: 
his father, Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Sarno (Italy)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–5th place Formula BMW Germany
 
2005–5th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
2nd place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.nickdebruijn.com

Car Number 6 – Christian Engelhart.
Germany, ASL-Team Mücke-Motorsport
Date of birth: 
13th November 1986
Place of birth: 
Ingolstadt (Germany)
Place of residence: 
Kösching (Germany)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
65 kg
Hobbies: 
motor sports, dancing, reading, fitness
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Hockenheim, Lausitzring (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–16th place Formula BMW Germany
Internet: www.christianengelhart.de

Car Number 7 – Matthew Lee.
USA, Team Autotecnica
Date of birth: 
27th November 1989
Place of birth: 
Manhasset (USA)
Place of residence: 
Syosset (USA)
Height: 
1,70 m
Weight: 
56 kg
Hobbies: 
snowmobiles, mountain biking, shooting
Idol: 
Sebastian Loeb
Favourite circuit: 
Road Atlanta (USA)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–2nd place Formula BMW USA
 
2005–16th place Formula BMW USA; 
 
10th place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.mattlee44.com

Car Number 8 – Jens Klingmann.
Germany, Eifelland Racing
Date of birth: 
16th July 1990
Place of birth: 
Heidelberg (Germany)
Place of residence: 
Leimen (Germany)
Height: 
1,86 m
Weight: 
65 kg
Hobbies: 
fitness, skiing, tennis
Idol: 
Michael Schumacher
Favourite circuit: 
Hockenheim (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–4th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
1st place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.jens-klingmann.de

Car Number 9 – Mika Mäki.
Finland, Eifelland Racing
Date of birth: 
27th February 1988
Place of birth: 
Tampere (Finland)
Place of residence: 
Pirkkala (Finland)
Height: 
1,77 m
Weight: 
65 kg
Hobbies: 
snowmobiles, hockey, tennis
Idol: 
Mika Häkkinen
Favourite circuit: 
Norisring (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–2nd place Formula BMW Germany
 
2005–12th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
4th place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.kdf.fi

Car Number 10 – Martin Ragginger.
Austria, Eifelland Racing
Date of birth: 
28th March 1988
Place of birth: 
Salzburg (Austria)
Place of residence: 
Wals (Austria)
Height: 
1,72 m
Weight: 
67 kg
Hobbies: 
mountain biking, running, swimming
Idol: 
Kimi Räikkönen
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–8th place Formula BMW Germany
 
2005–8th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
3rd place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.martin-ragginger.at

Car Number 11 – Stefano Coletti.
Monaco, EuroInternational
Date of birth: 
6th April 1989
Place of birth: 
Monte Carlo (Monaco)
Place of residence: 
Monte Carlo (Monaco)
Height: 
1,76 m
Weight: 
63 kg
Hobbies: 
tennis, football
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–7th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
5th place Formula BMW USA
 
2005–18th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
6th place Rookie Cup

Car Number 12 – Robert Wickens.
Canada, EuroInternational
Date of birth: 
13th March 1989
Place of birth: 
Toronto (Canada)
Place of residence: 
Toronto (Canada)
Height: 
1,77 m
Weight: 
70 kg
Hobbies: 
computer, fitness, karting
Idol: 
Ron Fellows
Favourite circuit: 
Montréal (Canada)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–1st place Formula BMW USA
 
2005–3rd place Formula BMW USA; 
 
3rd place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.robertwickens.com

Car Number 14 – Matt Howson.
Great Britain, Filsell Motorsport
Date of birth: 
25th August 1983
Place of birth: 
Norwich (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Preston (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,86 m
Weight: 
82 kg
Hobbies: 
motorbikes, DJ, flight simulator 
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Donington Park (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career: 
2006–13th place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2005–3rd place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2004–12th place Formula BMW UK Championship
Internet: www.matthowson.com

Car Number 15 – Daniel Murray.
Ireland, Filsell Motorsport
Date of birth: 
10th August 1988
Place of birth: 
Dublin (Ireland)
Place of residence: 
Drumree (Ireland)
Height: 
1,72 m
Weight: 
59 kg
Hobbies: 
motor sports, music, fitness, hurling
Idol: 
Tiago Monteiro
Favourite circuit: 
Brands Hatch (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–19th place Formula BMW UK Championship;  
 
7th place Rookie Cup

Car Number 16 – Henry Arundel.
Great Britain, Fortec Motorsport
Date of birth: 
3rd December 1987
Place of birth: 
London (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Arundel (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
57 kg
Hobbies: 
squash, skiing, tennis, fitness
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Donington Park (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–9th Place Formula BMW UK Championship; 
 
1st Place Rookie Cup

Car Number 17 – Niall Breen.
Ireland, Fortec Motorsport
Date of birth: 
8th May 1986
Place of birth: 
Dublin (Ireland)
Place of residence: 
Dundalk (Ireland)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
70 kg
Hobbies: 
football, golf
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Thruxton (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–1st place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2005–12th place Formula BMW UK Championship

Car Number 18 – Jack Clarke.
Great Britain, Fortec Motorsport
Date of birth: 
1st March 1988
Place of birth: 
London (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
London (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,83 m
Weight: 
87 kg
Hobbies: 
rugby, karting, skiing
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Macau (China)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–22nd place Formula BMW UK Championship; 
 
6th place Rookie Cup

Car Number 19 – Euan Hankey.
Great Britain, Fortec Motorsport
Date of birth: 
18th March 1987
Place of birth: 
Dublin (Ireland)
Place of residence: 
Taunton (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,85 m
Weight: 
70 kg
Hobbies: 
motor sports, football
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna, James Hunt
Favourite circuit: 
Brands Hatch (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–4th place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2005–4th place Formula BMW UK Championship; 
 
1st place Rookie Cup

Car Number 20 – Daniel McKenzie.
Great Britain, Fortec Motorsport
Date of birth: 
24th Oktober 1988
Place of birth: 
Reading (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Poole (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,73 m
Weight: 
56 kg
Hobbies: 
golf, fitness, playstation
Idol: 
Michel Schumacher
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–21st place Formula BMW UK Championship

Car Number 21 – Daniel Ricciardo.
Australia, Fortec Motorsport
Date of birth: 
1st July 1989
Place of birth: 
Perth (Australia)
Place of residence: 
Perth (Australia)
Height: 
1,75 m
Weight: 
64 kg
Hobbies: 
cycling, tennis, karting
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna, Kimi Räikkönen, Valentino Rossi, 
 
Mark Webber
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–3rd place Formula BMW Asia; 
 
2nd place Rookie Cup

Car Number 22 – Ross Curnow.
Great Britain, Gelles Racing
Date of birth: 
28th June 1987
Place of birth: 
Salisbury (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Salisbury (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,69 m
Weight: 
71 kg
Hobbies: 
motor sports, karting, music, socialising
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna, Fernando Alonso
Favourite circuit: 
Silverstone (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–3rd place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2005–5th place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2004–8th place Formula BMW UK Championship 

Car Number 24 – Adrien Herberts.
Canada, Gelles Racing
Date of birth: 
17th July 1989
Place of birth: 
New Westminster (Canada) 
Place of residence: 
Coquitlam (Canada)
Height: 
1,77 m
Weight: 
68 kg
Hobbies: 
hockey, baseball, sports, fitness
Idol: 
Greg Moore
Favourite circuit: 
Denver Street Circuit (USA)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–12th place Formula BMW USA
 
2005–18th place Formula BMW USA; 
 
15th place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.herbertsracing.com

Car Number 25 – Maxime Pelletier.
France, Gelles Racing
Date of birth: 
18th August 1990
Place of birth: 
Lyon (France)
Place of residence: 
Longueuil (Canada)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
66 kg
Hobbies: 
snowboarding, mountain biking, basketball
Idol: 
Jacques Villeneuve, Michael Schumacher
Favourite circuit: 
Road Atlanta (USA)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–15th place Formula BMW USA; 
 
3rd place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.maximepelletier.com

Car Number 26 – Ryan Phinny.
USA, Gelles Racing
Date of birth: 
31st Oktober 1989
Place of birth: 
Los Angeles (USA)
Place of residence: 
Carmel Valley (USA)
Height: 
1,73 m
Weight: 
66 kg
Hobbies: 
RC cars, lacrosse, golf
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna 
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–9th place Formula BMW USA
 
2005 – Formula BMW USA
www.ryanphinnymotorsports.com

Car Number 27 – Sebastian Saavedra.
Colombia, Gelles Racing
Date of birth: 
2nd June 1990
Place of birth: 
Bogota (Colombia)
Place of residence: 
Bogota (Colombia)
Height: 
1,74 m
Weight: 
57 kg
Hobbies: 
model airplanes
Idol: 
Juan Pablo Montoya
Favourite circuit: 
Sebring (USA)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–11th place Formula BMW USA; 
 
12th place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.savagesaavedra.com

Car Number 28 – Andrei Harnagea.
Romania, GU-Racing Motorsport Team
Date of birth: 
25th August 1988
Place of birth: 
Bucharest (Romania)
Place of residence: 
Bucharest (Romania)
Height: 
1,77 m
Weight: 
64 kg
Hobbies: 
motorcycling, design
Idol: 
Nick Heidfeld
Favourite circuit: 
Monaco (Monte Carlo)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–6th place Formula BMW Germany Rookie Cup
Car Number 29 – Jens Höing.
Germany, GU-Racing Motorsport Team
Date of birth: 
21st February 1987 
Place of birth: 
Münster (Germany)
Place of residence: 
Berlin (Germany)
Height: 
1,70 m
Weight: 58 kg
Hobbies: 
sports, fitness, wellness 
Idol: 
–
Favourite circuit: 
Hockenheim (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–14th place Formula BMW Germany

Car Number 30 – Maximilian Wissel.
Germany, GU-Racing Motorsport Team
Date of birth: 
24th November 1989
Place of birth: 
Hanau (Germany)
Place of residence: 
Alzenau (Germany)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
65 kg
Hobbies: 
mountain biking, inline skating
Idol: 
Michael Schumacher
Favourite circuit: 
Oschersleben (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–11th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
3rd place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.mw-racing.de

Car Number 31 – Frankie Muniz.
USA, Jensen Motorsport
Date of birth: 
5th December 1985
Place of birth: 
Wood-Ridge (USA)
Place of residence: 
Los Angeles (USA)
Height: 
1,65 m
Weight: 
52 kg
Hobbies: 
basketball, drums
Idol: 
Scott Speed
Favourite circuit: 
Road Atlanta (USA)
Formula BMW career:  
2006 – Formula BMW USA
Internet: www.frankiemunizracing.com

Car Number 32 – Daniel Campos Hull.
Spain, Josef Kaufmann Racing
Date of birth: 
3rd August 1989
Place of birth: 
Barcelona (Spain)
Place of residence: 
Barcelona (Spain)
Height: 
1,62 m
Weight: 
43 kg
Hobbies: 
Bikes, Karting and Sky
Idol: 
Kimi Räikkönen
Favourite circuit: 
Istanbul (Turkey)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–18th place Formula BMW Germany
Car Number 33 – Josef Král.
Czech Republic, Josef Kaufmann Racing
Date of birth: 
15th June 1990
Place of birth: 
Dvur Králevé (Czech Republic)
Place of residence: 
Hradec Králové nad Labem (Czech Republic)
Height: 
1,81 m
Weight: 
70 kg
Hobbies: 
snowboarding, squash, music
Idol: 
Fernando Alonso
Favourite circuit: 
Oschersleben (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–12th place Formula BMW Germany
Internet: www.josefkral.cz

Car Number 34 – Christian Vietoris.
Germany, Josef Kaufmann Racing
Date of birth: 
1st April 1989
Place of birth: 
Gerolstein (Germany)
Place of residence: 
Lissendorf (Germany)
Height: 
1,77 m
Weight: 
58 kg
Hobbies: 
karting, running, juggling
Idol: 
Sebastian Vettel
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–1st place Formula BMW Germany
 
2005–17th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
9th place Rookie Cup
Internet: www.christian-vietoris.de

Car Number 35 – Tom Dunstan.
Great Britain, Team Loctite
Date of birth: 
29th June 1990
Place of birth: 
Huntingdon (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Hemingford Grey (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,63 m
Weight: 
56 kg
Hobbies: 
karting, canoeing, car restoration
Idol: 
Peter Baldwin, Martin Short
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006 – Formula BMW UK Championship

Car Number 36 – Oliver Turvey.
Great Britain, Team Loctite
Date of birth: 
1st April 1987
Place of birth: 
Penrith (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Cambridge (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,80 m
Weight: 
68 kg
Hobbies: 
motor sports, training, rowing, running, cycling
Idol: 
Valentino Rossi
Favourite circuit: 
Brands Hatch (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–2nd place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2005–8th place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2004–7th place Formula BMW UK Championship
Internet: www.oliverturvey.com

Car Number 37 – Fabio Leimer.
Switzerland, Matson Motorsport
Date of birth: 
17th April 1989
Place of birth: 
Rothrist (Switzerland)
Place of residence: 
Rothrist (Switzerland)
Height: 
1,62 m
Weight: 
57 kg
Hobbies: 
football, skiing, karting
Idol: 
Kimi Räikkönen
Favourite circuit: 
Hockenheim (Germany)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–19th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
4th place Rookie Cup

Car Number 39 – Matt Hamilton.
Great Britain, Motaworld Racing
Date of birth: 
2nd February 1990
Place of birth: 
Watford (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Hemel Hempstead (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,70 m
Weight: 
54 kg
Hobbies: 
tennis, video games, football
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna
Favourite circuit: 
Brands Hatch (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–16th place Formula BMW UK Championship, 
 
5th place Rookie Cup

Car Number 40 – Jonathan Legris.
Great Britain, Motaworld Racing
Date of birth: 
5th November 1987
Place of birth: 
Bournemouth (Great Britain)
Place of residence: 
Bournemouth (Great Britain)
Height: 
1,69 m
Weight: 
58 kg
Hobbies: 
running, motor sports
Idol: 
Ayrton Senna, Michael Schumacher
Favourite circuit: 
Donington Park (Great Britain)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–7th place Formula BMW UK Championship
 
2005–17th place Formula BMW UK Championship; 
 
3rd place Rookie Cup


Car Number 41 – Tobias Hegewald.
Germany, AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH
Date of birth: 
3rd August 1989
Place of birth: 
Neuwied (Germany)
Place of residence: 
Waldbreitbach (Germany)
Height: 
1,76 m
Weight: 
60 kg
Hobbies: 
computers, skiing, sailing, diving
Idol: 
Nico Rosberg
Favourite circuit: 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium)
Formula BMW career:  
2006–13th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
14th place Formula BMW USA
 
2005 – 20th place Formula BMW Germany; 
 
7th place Rookie Cup
 
2005–15th place Formula BMW USA; 
 
13th place Rookie Cup

9.
Teams.

AIM Autosport.
Contact: 
Keith Willis
Phone: 
+1 905 851 1968
Email: 
kwillis@aimautosport.com
Internet: 
aimautosport.com
Drivers: 
Philip Major, Daniel Morad

ASL-Team Mücke-Motorsport.
Contact: 
Roland Hanke
Mobile: 
+49 171 4761181
Fax: 
+49 30 9291069
Email: 
Roland-Hanke-Berlin@t-online.de
Internet: 
www.muecke-motorsport.de
Drivers: 
Nick de Bruijn, Christian Engelhart

Team Autotecnica.
Contact: 
Enrico Diano
Phone: 
+1 416 678 8277
Email: 
enrico@autotecnicagroup.com
Internet: 
www.autotecnicagroup.com
Drivers: 
Matthew Lee

Eifelland Racing.
Contact: 
Albert Hamper
Phone: 
+49 6565 3231
Fax: 
+49 6565 3236
Email: 
eifelland-racing@t-online.de
Internet: 
www.eifellandracing.de
Drivers: 
Jens Kingmann, Mika Mäki, Martin Ragginger

EuroInternational.
Contact: 
Antonio Ferrari
Phone: 
+1 317 873 0526
Email: 
Euro5055@aol.com
Internet: 
www.eurointernationalgroup.com
Drivers: 
Stefano Coletti, Robert Wickens

Filsell Motorsport.
Contact: 
Chris Hubbard
Mobile: 
+44 7831 300 820
Phone: 
+44 1327 857 003
Fax: 
+44 1327 857 005
Email: 
chris.hubbard@v21net.co.uk
Drivers: 
Matt Howson, Daniel Murray

Fortec Motorsport.
Contact: Russel Dixon
Mobile: 
+44 7775 852 423
Phone: 
+44 1327 879 999
Fax: 
+44 1327 310 756
Email: 
russdixon@talk21.com
Drivers: 
Henry Arundel, Niall Breen, Jack Clarke, Euan Hankey, 
 
Daniel McKenzie

Gelles Racing.
Contact: 
Bob Gelles
Phone: 
+1 703 926 2474
Email: 
gelles@erols.com
Internet: 
www.gellesracing.com
Drivers: 
Ross Curnow, Adrien Herberts, Maxime Pelletier, 
 
Ryan Phinny, Sebastian Saavedra

GU-Racing Motorsport Team.
Contact: 
Günther Unterreitmeier
Mobile: 
+49 171 4454592
Fax: 
+49 8742 919193
Email: 
gu-racing@t-online.de
Internet: 
www.gu-racing.com
Drivers: 
Maximilian Wissel, Andrei Harnagea, Jens Höing.

Jensen Motorsport.
Contact: 
Eric Jensen
Phone: 
+1 407 925 7489
Email: 
eric@jensenmotorsport.com
Internet: 
www.jensenmotorsport.com
Drivers: 
Frankie Muniz

Josef Kaufmann Racing.
Contact: 
Josef Kaufmann
Phone: 
+49 6568 7797
Fax: 
+49 6568 7621
Email: 
jkracing@t-online.de
Internet: 
www.jk-racing.de
Drivers: 
Christian Vietoris, Josef Král, Daniel Campos Hull

Team Loctite.
Contact: 
Trevor Powell
Mobile: 
+44 7836 617 156
Phone: 
+44 1278 671 836
Fax: 
+44 1278 671 670
Drivers: 
Tom Dunstan, Oliver Turvey

Matson Motorsport.
Contact: 
Matti Hiltunen
Mobile: 
+35 8400 214 263
Email: 
matti.hiltunen@pp.inet.fi
Internet: 
www.matsonmotorsport.com
Driver: 
Fabio Leimer
Motaworld Racing.
Contact: 
Alain Waite
Mobile: 
+7929 167 309
Phone: 
+44 1634 672 234
Fax: 
+44 1634 683 988
Email: 
alan@motaworld.co.uk
Drivers: 
Matt Hamilton, Jonathan Legris

AM-Holzer Rennsport GmbH.
Contact: 
René Reiter
Phone: 
+49 821 9060225
Fax: 
+49 821 9060241
Email: 
rene.reiter@am-holzer.de
Internet: 
www.holzer-gruppe.com 
Driver: 
Niall Quinn, Tobias Hegewald
10.
Interview with Sebastian Vettel.

From Formula BMW to Formula One: Sebastian Vettel.
Sebastian Vettel could be called the “model pupil”of Formula BMW. In 2004 he dominated the Formula BMW ADAC Championship and was sensationally able to win 18 of 20 races. To date, he remains the most successful driver in the young-gun series. No other Formula BMW driver has ever crossed the line as winner more often than him. At the 2006 Turkish Grand Prix, the 19-year-old celebrated his debut as the Friday driver of the BMW Sauber F1 Team. Next year, he will be the official test and reserve driver of the team. In our interview, Sebastian Vettel talks about his career which began in Formula BMW.

Sebastian, what did you learn in Formula BMW for your further 
career in motorsport?

Sebastian Vettel: Very much. From my angle, Formula BMW is the best race series for any driver to take the first steps in Formula racing. The individual support concept of BMW teaches you to work in all kinds of areas, which are important for your further life as a racing driver. That really helped me in the Formula 3 Euro Series and during my appearances in Formula One racing.

Ralf Schumacher, Nico Rosberg and now you too – Formula BMW seems to be the ideal preparation for a Formula One career…

Vettel: That is absolutely right. Even if I am still at the very beginning of my Formula One career, I can say that Formula BMW is a great school for higher motorsport categories. The same car for everybody guarantees equal 
chances for all. In other words, it’s talent that counts. This means driving skills will prevail in the end, not technological superiority. 

In hindsight, what do your successes in Formula BMW mean to you?

Vettel: To win the rookie classification in 2003 was really fantastic. 
But I will always specifically remember winning the title in the following year. 
It was my first really big success in Formula racing. This gave 
me the confidence to be able to make it in higher categories as well.

In 2006, you were successful in Formula 3 and tested for the 
BMW Sauber F1 Team on Fridays. How do you see your future?

Vettel: I’m only 19 years old. In other words, it’s still about gathering experience for me. Obviously, being the Friday test driver for the 
BMW Sauber F1 Team was fantastic for me. Every young driver wants to make it into Formula One. F1 has its own rules. To be able to learn them is a great challenge. We will see how the next year evolves. Of course, I am hoping I will continue to improve.

At the beginning of the year you were quoted saying Formula one might still be a little early. Were you wrong?

Vettel: I’m very grateful to the BMW Sauber F1 Team for inviting me to test drives at the beginning of the year. I’ve honestly got to admit I myself was surprised how well I came to terms with the BMW Sauber F1.06. The team was a great help for me. But it’s true: At the beginning of the season I wouldn’t have dreamed of being able to drive on Fridays. 

You have been among the top drivers in each series you entered from the very beginning. What is your secret of success?

Vettel: I simply enjoy driving in races. When I began to test in Formula One, 
I didn’t really think too much about it either, but simply enjoyed being able to drive in such a fast car. Everything else is marginal. I don’t really think there 
is an explanation for it. I simply have fun and concentrate on what I’m doing.

The DELL Formula BMW World Final is about to take place. 
What do you think about this event?

Vettel: The World Final is a great event. It’s a real shame the event didn’t already exist in 2004. I would have loved to compete against the best drivers from the four Formula BMW series. For the drivers it is a fantastic opportunity to present themselves and their series, and to compete against drivers from 
all over the planet. And I can already tell the winner now: The test drive with the BMW Sauber F1 Team will be an unbelievable experience.

11. The “Circuit de la Comunitat”.

Home game for the participants of the World Final.
The “Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo” is host to the 2006 DELL Formula BMW World Final. BMW and the Spanish circuit enjoy 
a long tradition in working together: Since 2002, the licence and scholarship courses for the European Formula BMW series take place in the Formula BMW Racing Center, located at the track.

Only opened in 1999, the circuit is considered one of the most modern racing tracks in Europe. Featuring a lap length of 4,005 kilometres, it offers a demanding layout, which requires maximum concentration and great driving skills from the participants in the World Final. The drivers will encounter 
14 corners, nine right and five left corners. The radiuses vary between 30 and 250 metres.

With a length of 876 metres, the start-finish straight is the longest straight of the track. The highest descent of the circuit is 5.3 percent, the highest ascent a moderate 3.6 percent. This translates to a compact and twisty circuit featuring a diversified track layout, which is a real test for the talent of the drivers. The track width of 12 to 13 metres additionally provides the 
drivers with plenty of space for overtaking manoeuvres. 

Drivers’ safety is of the highest priority.
The “Circuit de la Comunitat”, as it is called in short, has made a name for itself in international racing particularly through its high safety standards. 
The generous run-off zones ad up to an area of more than 100,000sqm and contribute to preventing high energy impacts into the track barriers. In case 
of an accident, numerous emergency exits provide plenty of opportunities for the medical crews to access the track from perfectly chosen positions.

The teams have no less than 48 pit boxes at their disposal. This multitude of garages guarantees ideal working conditions for all participants. 

The track is easy to reach for drivers and spectators alike. It is located only 
20 kilometres from Valencia and 15 kilometres from the Manises airport. 
While the grandstands offer space for 60,000 spectators, a total of 120,000 can follow the action on the track all around the circuit.

Popular track for various race series.
Due to the aforementioned ideal conditions, the “Circuit de la Comunitat” enjoys enormous popularity in many motorsport series. The track is a favoured location for Formula One tests, one of which the BMW Sauber F1 Team 
will conduct shortly before the World Final. Additionally, Valencia hosted World Touring Car Championship races this year. Since 1999, the track has 
also been the venue of MotoGP Motorbike Championship races. Overall, the average utilization of the track per year is around 95 percent.

Valencia: always worth a visit.
Approximately 300 days of sunshine and very little rainfall makes Valencia a travel destination worth visiting. A glance at the map of Spain shows you why: The city is located in the centre of the Iberian Mediterranean coast, at the mouth of the river Turia, and welcomes its visitors with a Mediterranean climate. Temperatures in winter are rarely below ten degrees Celsius, while, due to 
the ocean breeze, the summer months are not too hot but pleasantly warm.

With about 850,000 inhabitants, Valencia is the third biggest city in Spain following Madrid and Barcelona and the capital of the region in the east of the country of the same name. About 1.8 million people live in greater Valencia. 
A wide-ranging selection of sports activities, as well as a fantastic nightlife, turns the city into an unforgettable experience. At the same time, Valencia is one of the most dynamic places in Spain and belongs to one of the strongest economies in the whole of Europe.

Excitement in the most important race on water.
Following the DELL Formula BMW World Final, Valencia prepares for a further major sporting event. In 2007, the classic America’s Cup is held here. 
The BMW ORACLE Racing Team is a promising contender for the most prestigious trophy in the world of sports sailing.

There is a close connection between the sailing team and Formula BMW. Chris Dickson, CEO and skipper of BMW ORACLE Racing, visited the Formula BMW Racing Center together with members of his crew and gathered first hand experiences on the race track at the wheel of the FB02. 

12.
A lap of Valencia 
with Nick Heidfeld.

Impressions of a regular visitor in Valencia.
Nick Heidfeld regularly conducts test drives at the “Circuit de la Comunitat” 
as driver of the BMW Sauber F1 Team. Like many of his driving colleagues, 
he basically knows the track like the back of his hand. Prior to the DELL Formula BMW World Final, which he will be attending as a visitor, the 29-year-old takes us through a lap of the Valencia circuit.

Turn 1.

Heidfeld: We are approaching turn one at quite high speed. It’s a high-speed corner done in fourth or fifth gear. On the entry you can move a little bit to the right-hand side, there is the pit exit. You can use a bit more tarmac there to make the corner a bit wider. There are quite a bit of g- forces at work on your body. 

Turn 2. 

Heidfeld: Turn two gives you an opportunity to overtake at quite a low speed. Done in first gear, it’s a bit bumpy under braking. As usual you need to be early on the throttle and it’s useful to try giving the car a bit of oversteer to make this turn easier. 

Turn 3.

Heidfeld: Turn 3 is a left-hander that is relatively easy flat. There’s a big kerb 
on the inside which you should use completely. The car will start moving a bit, but it doesn’t really matter. 

Turn 4.

Heidfeld: Turn 4 is quite a difficult corner. First of all you need to go to the left after the previous corner to have a good entry. It’s falling down, hanging to the inside. Therefore, under braking you tend to lock your inside front wheel, 
which obviously makes you lose some grip. When you get back this front grip, sometimes you get oversteer, which makes it quite challenging. The 
exit is relatively easy compared to the entry and the middle of the corner.

Turn 5.

Heidfeld: Turn 5 is pretty straight forward, done in second or third gear. It’s a bit special only on the exit, where it tends to close. It’s not only 90 degrees but 
a very long corner. Still you have to try to be early on the throttle and to use all the exit kerbs.
Turn 6.

Heidfeld: The next corner is turn 6. It’s another good opportunity to overtake, because you have a long straight before that. This corner is quite long, 
you need a well-balanced car and usually you have a bit of understeer there. On the exit, where you tend to go to the outside, there’s a bit of a slip road that you can use. You have to jump a little bit over the kerb, and then there is some extra tarmac.

S-Approach.

Heidfeld: Before we reach turn 7 there are some S-corners, which are again quite easy flat. The only outstanding thing is that the second part of the Esses is already part of the entry to Turn 7. You are turning to the right and start 
to brake. This is one of the worst places for braking because it’s very bumpy. The front of the car tends to jump, and again it makes you lose grip and gives 
you a very inconsistent balance.

Turn 7.

Heidfeld: This is a very tight corner, done in first gear. It’s one of the lowest speeds you have around this circuit. Again, try to take some of the inside 
kerb to make it less tight. Use some of the exit kerb. It’s quite high again, but it doesn’t matter too much. It’s quite smooth.

Turn 8.

Heidfeld: Turn 8 is arguably the most difficult corner of the circuit. It’s relatively quick, done in fourth gear, it’s a right-hander uphill. The special thing there 
is again that you have to use a lot of kerb. Sometimes you almost have all four wheels on the kerb. Obviously you lose a bit of grip there, but it’s still quicker than going completely around the outside. Also on the exit you use some kerb, and the car starts bottoming. That all makes it quite difficult.

Turn 9.

Heidfeld: We are approaching turn 9, which is the last corner. Again it’s very important to have a good exit there and to be early on the throttle, as this turn is also followed by a long straight. As it’s a left corner, you tend to lock your inside front wheel. This is even more the case as before you have a long left-hander which is done easy flat, but makes it difficult to place the car perfectly on the entry. 

13.
The Formula BMW FB02.

Equal chances for all at the wheel of the FB02.
All participants of the DELL Formula BMW World Final enter with an equal 
car, the FB02. As in the four international BMW series, this ensures that talent 
and dedication of the driver instead of technological superiority are at the centre of the competition in Valencia.

The drivers can rely on the safest and most advanced vehicle of its class. BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen says: “While developing the 
FB02, we met the challenges of the much stronger Formula 3 vehicles and incorporated tons of know-how from our Formula One project.”

This led to the creation of a race car, which sets standards particularly in terms of safety. The FB02 exceeds the safety demands of its category and even incorporates some of the Formula One safety standards. Formula BMW was, for instance, also the first talent series worldwide to introduce the obligatory safety system HANS.

Ideal protection for the drivers: the monocoque.
A major part of the high safety standards is the chassis of the FB02. 
The state-of-the-art carbon-fibre and Kevlar monocoque is produced by Mygale in Magny-Cours, France. The interior measurements of the safety 
cell are, in part, superior to the safety requirements of a Formula 3 car. 
The energy-absorbing foam in the head rest fulfils Formula One safety specifications.

Before it is released to race, each of these extremely rigid and yet very light monocoques must pass strict and comprehensive safety tests. In static stress tests, the roll bar above the back of the head of the driver is put under strain 
of 12 kN from the side, 45 kN lengthways, as well as 60 kN from the top. 
10 kN roughly translate to one ton of weight. The nose of the car also runs through several intense safety tests. During a frontal accident at a speed of 
36 km/h, no more than an average strain of 25g is permitted to affect the monocoque. The side of the car’s nose is also put under the strain of 30 kN 
for the duration of 30 seconds.

FORS and HANS provide safety.
Additionally, the FB02 offers further safety features. “The neck protection system HANS, the emergency seat FORS, wheel cables and the use of innovative materials, such as aramid and carbon fibre have prevented any driver from seriously injuring himself,” Mario Theissen explains.

The innovative Formula Rescue Seat (FORS), which BMW Motorsport specifically developed for the FB02, is a central element of the safety concept. Made from aramid fibre, the seat can be easily removed from the cockpit. 
Its separate belt system enables a quick recovery of the driver together with his seat in an emergency situation without putting added strain on the 
driver’s spine. The Head And Neck Support System (HANS) is an excellent addition to the FORS. In case of an accident, it prevents excessive movements of the head and avoids whiplash. HANS is equally compulsory in higher classes such as Formula One. The wheel cables of the Formula BMW FB02 are a further introduction from Formula One racing: In the event of an accident, they prevent the tyres from tearing loose from the vehicle.

Reliability and performance of engine and transmission.
The heart of the FB02 beats in its 140bhp engine. In the past years, 
the four-stroke in-line four-cylinder engine has proved to be an extremely reliable powerplant in the different Formula BMW race series. Its compact construction provides the car with a low centre of gravity, which enables ideal handling. The high-reving 1.2 litre engine generates a maximum torque of 
128 Nm at 6,750 rpm. Its valve-controlled oil extraction system secures the oil supply even at high centrifugal forces from the side. The performance of 
the car is impressive: In less than four seconds, the FB02 accelerates from 
0 to 100 km/h.

Regarding the transmission, the talented young drivers can already prepare 
for higher motorsport classes in Formula BMW. The Hewland transmission 
is identical to the one used in Formula 3. Just as in Formula 3 racing, 
the six-speed differential plus reverse gear is sequential.

The right measure in terms of aerodynamics.
Regarding set-up options for the chassis and aerodynamics, it was crucial for the engineers of the FB02 to find the perfect balance. On the one hand, 
the young talents are supposed to become familiar with the set-up of Formula cars as early as possible. On the other hand, the set-up options must remain restricted so as not to overburden the young drivers during their first steps in open-wheel racing. 

Therefore, the chassis offers suspension dampers at the front and back, adjustable in compression and rebound settings. The camber is changed via variable camber discs. The adjustable profiles of the front and rear wing are introductions from Formula 3. Like its older brothers in Formula 3 or Formula One, the FB02 also presents a cascading underbody, but without the 
diffusor. These measures result in lower corner speeds, facilitate overtaking manoeuvres and increase the demands on the drivers’ skills.
Next to first experiences with the set-up, the Formula BMW drivers also learn how to use the steering wheel in its function as the control centre of the FB02. On a bar with light-emitting diodes, the drivers can identify the ideal 
moment to shift gears. An LCD display informs about water temperature, rpm, the chosen gear, as well as the last and best lap time, among other things. 
The series edition additionally incorporates a memory unit to record data. 
This can be used for set-up optimisation and for further improvement of the driving style.

14.
Partners.

Official Partner.

DELL is one of the world’s leading providers of products and services for the creation of a complex internal IT and internet infrastructure. On the basis of its direct business concept, DELL develops, produces and configures its products and services following individual customer requirements and also offers a wide range of software and peripherals. 

Technical Partners.

Castrol stands for innovation and high performance and enjoys international acclaim as a lubrication specialist. The company is active in 130 countries and as more than 10,000 employees working on the development, production, marketing and distribution of 5,000 high-quality lubricant products for consumers, retail, shipping and industry. Castrol supplies the lubricants for all Formula BMW series. In 1999, the company entered a comprehensive partnership with the BMW Group in the field of research and development as well as after-sales and marketing.

Ferodo supplies the brake pads for all the Formula BMW series. 
The company was founded in 1897 by Herbert Frood and was the first to specialise exclusively in brake pads. It proved a successful strategy: 
by 1919, Ferodo was supplying all the leading automobile manufacturers. 
The company has been involved in Formula One and other motor-racing series for decades. The insights and techniques gleaned on the race 
track are applied to further development of products for roadgoing vehicles.

O·Z Racing supplies the single-section, centrelocking aluminium wheel 
rims for all Formula BMW vehicles. O·Z is the world’s market leader in the manufacture of light-alloy wheels, thanks not least to countless successes during its 30-year presence at race tracks around the world. O·Z is represented both in Formula One and in the WRC, ALMS, CART and IRL series. O·Z supplies a number of European car manufacturers and is a 
partner of the BMW Sauber F1 Team.

Michelin has been making tyres for more than 100 years and, with a current market share of some 20 per cent, is one of the world’s leading manufacturers. As the inventor of the radial tyre, Michelin has become a byword for sportiness. The introduction of radial tyre technology to all areas of motor racing revolutionised Formula One in 1977. The company is a longstanding motor sport partner of BMW. Michelin is the Official Supplier of tyres to 
all four Formula BMW series.

ZF Sachs can look back at a high-calibre partnership in production cars and motor sport with BMW. Nowhere is the performance potential and technical competence of ZF Sachs more transparent than on the race track. ZF Sachs Race Engineering provides the shock absorbers and clutch for the FB02 
and is therefore involved in all the Formula BMW series. Beyond that, 
ZF Sachs Race Engineering develops shocks and clutches for motor-sport series worldwide, ranging from rally racing and the World Touring Car Championship (WTCC) all the way to Formula One, where it also counts the BMW Sauber F1 Team among its customers. 

Official Suppliers.

What was founded in 1984, now gives wings to more than 120 countries: 
Red Bull, the most successful drink innovation of the last decades. 
The energy drink was specifically developed for times of increased mental 
and physical exertion and increases endurance, alertness, concentration 
and speed of reactions. This makes Red Bull the ideal and credible partner 
in motorsports.

PUMA was founded in Herzogenaurach in 1948 and is one of the leading sports goods companies in the field of shoes, textiles and accessories today. PUMA currently provides work for more than 4.800 employees worldwide 
and sells products in over 80 countries. In its fiscal year 2004, the company achieved a turnover of two billion euros. PUMA is the official supplier of the BMW Sauber F1 Team.

Discover why BP Ultimate is the Formula BMW World Final’s official supplier. More power: Enjoy the driving. Get your vehicle best whenever you need. 
Up to 14% more power than ordinary fuels. Sharper acceleration: Do you imagine that all the way was a downhill? Forget the slopes, forget the lack of acceleration. When you try BP Ultimate you also forget the rest of fuels. 
Better fuel economy: BP Ultimate takes you further. Free from Cheste to Valencia. BP Ultimate can help you get up to 36 km out of your tank. BP Ultimate. Clean engine works better.
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