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SAN JOSE GRAND PRIX – ROUND 9 – QUALIFYING

Californian Alexander Rossi Scores Round 9 Pole in San Jose

San Jose, Calif. – July 27, 2007… Californian Alexander Rossi (Team Apex Racing USA) scored his first career Formula BMW USA pole position today qualifying for Round 9 of the Formula BMW USA Championship at the San Jose Grand Prix. The 15-year old, from Nevada City, California, bested the 16-car field in the 30-minute session, recording a lap of 1:03.031 minutes around the 1.443-mile, 7-turn temporary street circuit.

Overall points leader and BMW Junior Daniel Morad (Eurointernational), of Toronto, Canada, qualified second, only .069 seconds slower than Rossi. Morad has never qualified less than third this season, winning five of the eight races to-date.

Steven Guerrero (HBR Motorsport Team USA), of Bogotá, Colombia, qualified third. It was the best qualifying effort of the year for the sophomore Formula BMW USA driver. Robert Thorne (Team Apex Racing USA) and Philip Major (Autotecnica) rounded out the top-five qualifiers. The top-five are within .593 seconds of Rossi’s pole time.

BMW Junior Timothy Hollowell (Team KMA) gave his best performance of the year, qualifying seventh, the quickest Rookie in the field. Rookie points leader and pole winner in Rounds 1 through 6, Esteban Gutierrez (Autotecnica) did not post a time in the session and will start 16th.

The concrete walls that define San Jose’s Redback Raceway also dictated the outcome of the session for quite a few drivers. BMW Junior and Rookie Jeffrey Petriello (Team KMA) will start 12th after breaking his suspension following a brush with the wall. Maxime Pelletier (HBR Motorsport Team USA) was quick early, but will start 13th after hitting the wall and breaking his left rear suspension. Even fourth place qualifier Robert Thorne did not finish the session after a late charge resulted in brushing the wall in turn six and forcing him to retire from the session.

A confident Rossi said, “After the track walk yesterday, I felt I would be quick here as I really enjoy technical tracks. I was P6 in the first practice and quickest in the second so I was ready for qualifying. The track gets better and better as more rubber is getting put down so tomorrow should be even faster for Round 10 qualifying and the race.”

Morad said, “The pole is always the goal, but I can’t really complain as I am on the first row. I learned here last season that the circuit is really too short to warm up the tires before the start so you have to be very careful in the beginning of the race. A good start and lead into turn 1 will be critical tomorrow.”

Guerrero added “The team worked really hard and I think I have a really good car for the race and I think we can possibly win.  I was trying so hard and just have to work at it.”

Saturday will see Round 10 qualifying at 11:50 – 12:20 p.m. followed by the Round 9 race at 3:20 – 4:05 p.m. On Sunday, shortly after a 15-minute morning warm-up at 8:00 a.m., the Round 10 race will begin at 9:55 a.m.

Round 9 Qualifying – Results 
1
Alexander Rossi
Team Apex Racing USA
1:03.031

2
Daniel Morad
EUROINTERNATIONAL
1:03.100

3 
Steven Guerrero
HBR Motorsport Team USA
1:03.297
4
Robert Thorne
Team Apex Racing USA
1:03.381
5
Philip Major
Autotecnica
1:03.624
6
Yannick Hofman
EUROINTERNATIONAL
1:04.030

7
Timothy Hollowell (R)
Team KMA Racing
1:04.058
8 
Jordan Dick
JD Racing
1:04.083
9
Ricardo Favoretto (R)
HBR Motorsport Team USA
1:04.096
10
Eric Morrow (R)
Hearn Motorsports
1:04.122
11
Mike Hill
Team KMA Racing
1:04.310

12
Jeffrey Petriello
Team KMA Racing 
1:04.450

13
Maxime Pelletier
HBR Motorsport Team USA
1:04.922
14
Billy Goshen
Hearn Motorsports
1:05.081
15
Julia Landauer
Team KMA Racing
1:06.173

16
Esteban Gutierrez (R)
Autotecnica 
-----------
Background:

Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level championship in Formula racing. In 2007 the series will be held in Germany, the UK, Asia and the USA. More than 80 up-and-coming drivers, some as young as 15-years old, will compete worldwide. Racing four times in support of the Formula One World Championship, Formula BMW offers a worldwide stage, training through a multifaceted Education and Coaching Program and BMW’s longstanding Junior scholarship for deserving drivers. 

The FB02 race car is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine, reaching speeds up to 140 mph. The design exceeds the FIA safety requirements for its class, with the BMW Motorsport developed FORS (Formula Rescue Race Seat), and the mandatory HANS (Head and Neck Support) safety system.

From November 24 to 26, 2006 the Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo hosted the second Formula BMW World Final. 37 young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series competed against each other with the winner Christian Vietoris receiving a test drive with the BMW Sauber F1 Team.
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