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Exceeding expectations.

BMW Sauber F1 Team third strongest in only its second year.  

Munich/Hinwil, 20th November 2007. Now that the 2007 Formula One season has also been wrapped up at a bureaucratic level for the BMW Sauber F1 Team, it is time to take stock. The Team exceeded all expectations in what was only its second season on the grid. Having garnered 36 points during its debut year in Formula One to finish fifth in the standings – a distant 50 points off fourth place – the team went on to become the third-strongest outfit in this season’s World Championship from the first grand prix on. 

Nick Heidfeld notched up two podiums in 2007, finishing second in Canada and third in Hungary. The German took points from 14 of the season’s 17 races to secure fifth position in the drivers’ standings with 61 points, the best season result of his Formula One career so far. Robert Kubica completed 11 grands prix in the top eight, finishing sixth in the World Championship on 39 points. The Pole was forced to sit out the USA Grand Prix after suffering a serious crash in the preceding race in Canada. Both drivers made it into the top ten qualifying shootout on every race weekend of 2007, Heidfeld qualifying third-fastest on two occasions.

There was mostly very little to choose between Heidfeld and Kubica, and both drivers performed impressively in head-to-head battles under race conditions. In August the two drivers were confirmed for the 2008 season. 

In the second year of its development phase, the team built the third-best car in Formula One with the BMW Sauber F1.07. Third place in the constructors’ standings was secured as early as September, and from this point on the team worked flat out on development for the 2008 season. To this end, a steady stream of improvements have been made to the team’s resources. By the end of the season the target personnel level for Hinwil of 430 employees had almost been achieved, while the extension to the factory is now ready for the team to move in.   

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen summed up a tough season in positive terms: “We exceeded our own targets, which makes us very proud. The penalty imposed on McLaren Mercedes may have promoted us to second place in the World Championship on paper, but that doesn’t disguise the fact that four cars were clearly faster than us in 2007. Closing the gap on these two teams will be a big challenge.”

Interview with BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen.

How would you rate the BMW Sauber F1 Team’s second season? 

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen: “It was a strong season at the end of which we even managed to crack the 100 points barrier. We went into the season having finished fifth in the World Championship on 36 points in our debut year. We set ourselves the goal of fourth place and a much bigger points total this year, so third was a great bonus. The powers that be then promoted us even further, but it is a pretty empty second place in our eyes. After all, we’re well aware that four cars have been faster than us, and we want to beat them on the track, not in the corridors of power. It was surprising that we were the third-best team from the outset and were able to reinforce this position in practically every race. On occasions we were even able to break into the territory of the two leading teams, meaning that we recorded the podium positions we were aiming for on merit. To sum up, we can be proud of what we have achieved – both as far as our development work over the winter is concerned and in terms of our pace of development during the course of the season. We have managed to meet our targets in both of our development years so far, so the engineers can see that our ideas are working. That breeds confidence in our strategy, and as a result they can see that we are heading in the right direction.”

What were the highlights of 2007 for you?

Theissen: “For me the highlight of the season was Montreal. Nick’s second place gave the team its best result so far. And the fact that Robert was able to emerge from his crash practically unhurt was a great advert for the strength and outstanding construction of the car. When you look at it this way, the weekend felt like a victory on two fronts for the team.”

Were there also some low points?

Theissen: “Yes, there were a few of those as well – most significantly the shock that went through us all when Robert had that accident in Montreal. We had an agonizing few minutes before we received the welcome news that he was practically uninjured. Other, less dramatic, low points were the retirements due to technical problems. You can never rule out these kinds of issues entirely, but it hurts the whole team when one of the drivers takes nothing away from a race on Sunday, because they have received no reward for all their hard work. Having said that, we finished in the points in every race this season, which meant we didn’t go away from any of the 17 race weekends empty-handed.”
Where have you seen the greatest progress since 2006?

Theissen: “In 2006 we still had a weakness on low-speed circuits, but that was no longer the case in 2007.”

Were you happy with the performances of your drivers?

Theissen: “Yes, Nick and Robert were very impressive on and off the track and we will, therefore, be sticking with both drivers for next year. That is something we were agreed on very early in the season. We extended Robert’s contract with the team after his serious accident in Canada – even before he had got back into a car. We had also reached agreement with Nick at an early stage, and that allowed us to sort out the contractual formalities calmly during the course of the season.”

In what areas does the team have most work to do in order to bridge the gap to the leading teams?

Theissen: “Improvements can always be made across the board, but the greatest scope for progress clearly lies in aerodynamics. It’s not a question of eliminating a specific weakness for 2008, but of finding the extra three to five percent in all areas which can bring us up to the level of the top teams. It’s really a matter of fine-tuning – evolution rather than revolution.”

Is the team’s development phase now completed?

Theissen: “That will be the case at the turn of the year, as planned. We now have 420 employees on board in Hinwil, while the workforce in Munich remains unchanged at just under 300. The move into the extension at Hinwil is in full swing.” 

Did the further enlargement of the team make life difficult during the season?

Theissen: “275 people were employed in Hinwil when we acquired the majority stake in Sauber. It was a great feat to integrate the new people into the team during the course of the season and with the development of next year’s car already underway. Added to which, it is more pleasant for everybody to be working in a permanent office rather than a temporary portacabin.”

To what extent are you still directly involved in technical development?

Theissen: “I keep myself regularly informed on all development processes. We have regular meetings and I also talk with the engineers on the shop floor, so to speak. The decision on which direction to take with our development work is made by Willy Rampf and Markus Duesmann. If we are not sure which way to go on a particular issue, then I will be involved in the decision-making process as well. I see myself primarily as a coach, setting targets, making sure the necessary elements are in place and giving direction.”
When did the technicians begin work on the 2008 car?

Theissen: “The design process got underway in May 2007. We had secured our third place in the constructors’ championship as early as midway through the season. Catching the two teams ahead of us in the points was unrealistic by that point, and we had a comfortable cushion to those below us in the standings. This meant we could shift the focus of development to 2008 at an early stage. We completed the further development of the F1.07 at the Jerez test in mid-September and subsequently switched our attentions to 2008.”

BMW is a leader in the area of electronics. What do you think of the introduction of a standard ECU?

Theissen: “We voiced various objections to the introduction of standard electronics. The process of converting cars, engines, gearboxes and, indeed, test rigs has generated considerable extra costs. And there is an even more important argument against the standard ECU going forward. Nowadays not just the car as a whole, but every single technical system is equipped with complex control electronics tailored specifically to the function of that particular system. The electronics represent the nerve centre, without which the system would only be capable of limited functionality or would not be able to function at all. Our aim is to make Formula One a pioneer in drive technology for the series-produced road cars of the future. Looking further ahead, a system is under development which regenerates energy under braking, stores that energy and, when the driver accelerates, puts it back on tap alongside the power from the combustion engine. Highly sensitive control electronics are required to coordinate these processes efficiently and ensure driving safety under all circumstances. So tailored electronics are essential if we really want to develop the potential of this system, for example.”
The success the team enjoyed in 2007 has increased the weight of expectation for the 2008 season – how do you deal with that?

Theissen: “It is natural that expectations increase the more successful you become. That brings pressure from the outside, of course, but also raises the standards we set ourselves. The end of this season has seen us wrapping up the development phase of the BMW Sauber F1 Team. This phase has run according to plan and has seen us make it into the top three in a short space of time. Next year we will be looking to record our first win. We know that this will not happen automatically. The great progress we have made this year, in particular, has shown that we have got the direction of our development work and our working processes spot on. Motivation within the team is extremely high as a result.”
Next year there will be 18 races on the calendar, one more than this season. In the future that number may rise to as many as 20 grands prix. What do you think of these plans?

Theissen: “20 races is a lot and will place a heavy burden on the whole team, especially those who travel to the races and tests, and are therefore often away from home. However, this is something we can live with. At the end of the day, we put a huge amount of resources into racing in Formula One. And if we do end up with another two races on the programme, it will mean that these resources are actually being used more efficiently. Having said that, we do need to think about how we organise such a packed season and, from a logistics point of view, how the travelling schedule can be structured as efficiently as possible.”
How would you like to see the Formula One calendar shape up in the future?

Theissen: “There should be a mixture of tradition and the future. The fact is that Formula One still needs a European core, with historical race tracks like Monza, Silverstone, Spa and the Nürburgring. And that has not been seriously called into question. However, you also have to ask yourself where the greatest opportunities lie for Formula One. The answer is in the rapidly developing new markets, primarily Asia of course. There is a vast amount of potential waiting to be unlocked in these countries, and if Formula One can put down roots there it will secure its status as the blue-riband category of motor racing into the future.”

Who is going to be your test driver for 2008? 

Theissen: “We will shortly be giving some young drivers the chance to test for us and then we will decide. Timo Glock, at any rate, will not be driving for the BMW Sauber F1 Team next year. We invited him to be our test driver, but he has been offered a race seat by another team. We wish Timo every success for his career in Formula One. He is one of the highly promising drivers to have come out of Formula BMW with good future prospects and we are confident that he will establish himself in Formula One. I don’t want to exclude the possibility that we might be working together again some time in the future.”

Facts and figures.

49,029 kilometres is the distance covered by the team in the 17 races.

17 times out of 17 the team scored points during 2007.

9 times both cars finished in the points.

2 podium positions were achieved by Nick Heidfeld in Canada and Hungary.

17 times both cars made it into the top ten in qualifying.

23,732 test kilometres were covered between 1st January and the end of the season. 

8.6 million flying miles were covered by the staff of the race and test team in 2007. 

8 BMW Sauber F1.07 chassis were used between the rollout and the final race of the season. 5 were used in races (chassis nos 03, 04 ,05, 07, 08). Chassis nos 01, 02 and 06 were used only for testing. 

14 times in the 17 Grands Prix the team introduced aerodynamic modifications. The exceptions were the USA Grand Prix, at which the same medium downforce package was used as in Canada the previous week, and the last two races of the season, where the upgraded F1.07 was introduced.

6-8 engines were brough to each Grand Prix by the team.

4 chassis (3 plus a spare) were always on site.

160 wheel rims and 100 radio sets were also available.

5 trucks were used to transport the cars and equipment in Europe.

7 trucks were needed to transport the motorhome facilities. 

4 of these form an intrinsic part of the complex motorhome construction. 

37 plasma screens are in the team’s motorhome.

1,000 eggs, 1,800 bread rolls, 120 kilos of meat, 90 kilos of fish and 100 kilos of pasta are the average numbers that were consumed by team members and guests per Grand Prix weekend. Added to this were 800 litres of water and 1,500 litres of soft drinks per race. 

7 times in 2007 the BMW Sauber F1 Team Pit Lane Park was set up: at Kuala Lumpur, Barcelona, Silverstone, the Nürburgring, Rome, Warsaw and Shanghai.

2.6 seconds is how long it takes the F1.07 to accelerate from 0 to 100 km/h.

5.2 seconds is how long it takes it to reach 200 km/h.

55 metres or 2 seconds is what it takes the F1.07 55 to come to a standstill from a speed of 200 km/h.

1,000 degrees Celsius plus is the temperature the brake pads reach. 

6 micrometres is the thickness of a single carbon fibre.

GP Australia.

The BMW Sauber F1 Team launched into the 2007 World Championship with clear-cut targets. After finishing fifth in the championship in its debut season of 2006 with 36 points, the aim was now to narrow the gap to the leaders. Another target in the team’s brief was to earn podium places on its own merit. Winter testing had shown the new F1.07 to be fast, although the newly introduced Quick Shift Gearbox brought some reliability problems with it. Nevertheless, the season’s first trial of strength in Melbourne already gave a taster of things to come in 2007 – the team emerged as the third strongest in the field. Heidfeld started in third place on the grid, Kubica in fifth; Heidfeld finished the race fourth, while Kubica had to retire from fourth place on lap 36 with a gearbox failure.

GP Malaysia.

In Kuala Lumpur both drivers made it comfortably into the top ten qualifying again, though Kubica had to settle for seventh place on the grid: the timing hadn’t worked out for him and he was unable to get in another fast lap at the end of the session. Heidfeld started from fifth and was delighted to clinch another fourth-placed finish after making an impressive show of keeping Felipe Massa and his Ferrari in check. For Kubica it turned out to be a race he would rather forget: after getting off to a good start he hit his team-mate’s car in the first turn and damaged his own aerodynamics. Repair work made for lengthy pit stops and he eventually finished in 18th place.

GP Bahrain.

This time qualifying couldn’t have been better for either driver, places five and six on the grid for Heidfeld and Kubica underscoring the team’s position as the third-strongest contender. The race itself proved even more of a success, with Heidfeld pulling off a spectacular manoeuvre to slip past title defender Fernando Alonso (McLaren Mercedes). It drew a huge cheer from the crew back in the pits and earned the Mönchengladbach-born driver another fourth place. Kubica finished sixth to pocket his first three World Championship points of the season. It was a highly chuffed BMW Sauber F1 Team that set out on its homebound journey from the season’s first batch of overseas races. 

GP Spain.

After another good qualifying performance that placed Kubica fifth on the grid and Heidfeld seventh, the German’s luck ran out in the race. Prior to their first pit stops, the two drivers had moved up into fourth and fifth place. While Kubica kept up with the pace of the leaders in impressive style to finish fourth, Heidfeld’s race was more or less over after his first stop. One wheel had not been secured properly, as a result of which he limped around the circuit for a lap with a wobbling front wheel. After his extra pit stop he languished in 15th place before eventually having to park his F1.07 in the garage with a faulty gearbox.

GP Monaco.

The performance of the BMW Sauber F1 Team drivers in qualifying  revealed a great deal about their race strategy. In the second qualifying phase, which everyone contests with a low fuel load, they came third and fourth. The final qualifying shootout, though, put Heidfeld into seventh and Kubica into eighth place: the team had opted for a one-stop strategy, and Kubica’s car was particularly heavy. The race itself evaded the Safety Car phases that are normally a hallmark of the Monaco circuit, and the team was unable to exploit its strategy. Heidfeld and Kubica ultimately came home in fifth and sixth places.

GP Canada. 

For the BMW Sauber F1 Team, the race in Montreal turned into an emotional rollercoaster ride. On lap 27 of the race, Kubica suffered one of the most horrendous Formula One accidents of recent years. The news that he had survived the crash practically unscathed brought a huge wave of relief, shortly before Heidfeld took the chequered flag in second place to claim the best result so far for the fledgling team. The weekend had got off to an unsettling start when problems cropped up in free practice and qualifying. Heidfeld nevertheless managed to qualify in third place and Kubica earned a respectable eighth place on the grid. At the start of the race Heidfeld moved up into second place, while behind him the race unfolded in tumultuous style. The Safety Car was called out four times, once following Kubica’s accident. A misunderstanding between himself and Jarno Trulli over their respective lines had brought the cars into contact. After losing his front wing when it hit one of the Toyota’s wheels, the Pole lost control of his car and smashed heavily into a wall, ricocheted back off it, somersaulted several times with him inside his wrecked F1.07, and finally hit the barriers on the opposite side of the track. What looked like a miracle was down to the advanced safety structures of the F1.07: Kubica escaped with a sprained ankle and was released from hospital the next day.

GP USA.

Although he felt well enough and was keen to get back into the cockpit, the official medical officers denied Kubica permission to race in the US Grand Prix just a week later. Sebastian Vettel, the team’s reserve driver, piloted the second F1.07 in Indianapolis. The rookie qualified in seventh place, while Heidfeld made it into fifth despite a driving error. In the race, too, Heidfeld monopolised fifth place behind the two McLarens and the two Ferraris. But his car went on to develop a hydraulic failure, forcing him to abandon it on lap 55. His team-mate, who had initially dropped back in the field, was consequently bumped up a position to claim his niche in the Formula One history books: Vettel became the youngest debutant to pick up a World Championship point.

GP France.

Kubica made a strong comeback in Magny-Cours, securing fourth place on the grid and finishing fourth as well, even though a problem with his steering had cost him an hour of practice time on Friday. Heidfeld also lost some time during practice due to backache. By the time Saturday’s qualifying came around he was fit again, though he failed to deliver an optimal lap and clocked the seventh-best time. After getting off to a good start and successfully fending off attacks by Alonso lap after lap, Heidfeld ended the race in fifth place. 

GP Britain.

Silverstone again saw Kubica starting ahead of Heidfeld. The Pole claimed fifth place on the grid while the German had to contend with a disappointing ninth. Both drivers benefited from problems faced by Felipe Massa, who stalled on the grid and then join the restart from the pit lane. By the end of the first lap Kubica was in fourth place. In the free for all at the start of the race, Heidfeld had his work cut out but managed to settle into seventh place. After his first stop he had also passed Giancarlo Fisichella’s Renault and held onto sixth place until the finish. Over the last 13 laps Kubica had to fight tooth and nail to defend his fourth place against Massa, who had done some spectacular catching-up work. The BMW Sauber F1 Team were delighted to add another eight points to its World Championship tally thanks to sterling driving performances, the right strategy and perfectly executed pit stops. It allowed the team to take positive stock at the halfway mark of the season.

GP Europe.

Formula One’s sole appearance in Germany was a messy one. First the weather at the Nürburgring played havoc, then the two BMW Sauber F1 Team drivers collided with each other at their home race, of all things. In the end the team got off lightly when Heidfeld and Kubica took sixth and seventh places. Saturday had already got of to an eventful start. Heidfeld arrived in the paddock that morning with the happy news that he had become a father for the second time – his son Joda had been born in the night. During qualifying Lewis Hamilton was involved in a massive accident, which made for some anxious minutes and a long interruption. But the McLaren driver was fit and ready to race again on Sunday. Heidfeld qualified in fourth place immediately ahead of Kubica. At the start the two of them had an altercation leading to contact, which caused significant damage to both cars. A downpour meant the race was red-flagged after four laps, enabling both F1.07 cars to be repaired. Kubica was 11th in the new grid line-up and Heidfeld was right back in 15th place. After the restart Heidfeld managed to slide into Ralf Schumacher’s Toyota, after which he began harassing his team-mate again, eventually passing him on the final lap of the race. The two drivers together notched up ten pit stops. Nine out of the 22 drivers were forced to retire from the race in the Eifel.

GP Hungary.

In the customary heat of the Budapest race, Heidfeld finished third to claim his second podium of the season. The strategically challenging race saw Kubica take fifth place. Ten World Championship points were a record for the BMW Sauber F1 Team. Heidfeld had clocked the third-fastest lap in qualifying and, helped by a penalty handed to Fernando Alonso, even managed to move up into second place in the front row of the grid alongside Alonso’s McLaren colleague Lewis Hamilton. Starting from the dirty side of the track, Heidfeld helplessly watched Kimi Räikkönen slip past him in his Ferrari. Among the leaders, the BMW Sauber F1 Team was the only one to opt for a three-stopper – and it paid off. It meant Heidfeld found himself racing against a “ghost” for some of the time, being unable to see Alonso, but the German won out in the end. During qualifying Kubica had to grapple with a software problem that was extending his shift times and ultimately put him into seventh place on the grid. But the race strategy worked out for him as well: after stealing a march on two rivals during pit stops, he crossed the line in fifth place.

GP Turkey.

The two drivers came fifth and sixth in the second qualifying session – claiming identical lap times down to thousandths of a second – and again underscored the team’s status as the third-strongest contender. In the final qualifying shootout the team was hoping Kubica would get them into the second row of the grid, but things didn’t quite work out that way. Even with a lighter fuel load, the targeted lap times proved elusive and Kubica was fifth. Heidfeld claimed the sixth spot on the grid, though he had an extra five laps’ worth of fuel in the tank. In the race itself the strategy worked well for Heidfeld and he finished fourth. Kubica, on the other hand, was unlucky with traffic and lost a place each time he pitted, though he still managed to net a World Championship point with his eighth-placed finish.

GP Italy.

The BMW Sauber F1.07 cars turned up for the race at the famous high-speed Monza track with a special low-downforce aerodynamics package and a new engine evolution. Low drag coupled with engine power paid dividends here. The team drivers led all the top-speed charts on each day. In the race itself Kubica claimed the weekend’s record speed of 351.7 km/h. Both in qualifying and in the race, Heidfeld managed to show his tailpipes to one of the red cars in Ferrari’s homeland and finished fourth each time. Kubica started from sixth on the grid and benefited from Massa’s race retirement. He went on to trounce Rosberg and finished fifth despite a problem on his first pit stop, when he had parked the car at a slight angle, causing the jack to get wedged. As for the constructors’ championship, third place for the BMW Sauber F1 Team was now long cast in stone. Away from the track the team was already focusing on preparations for 2008.

GP Belgium.

After a year’s absence, Formula One returned to the superb circuit at Spa-Francorchamps. After a Thursday dominated by the FIA’s ruling against the McLaren Mercedes team, Friday’s practice sessions went smoothly for the BMW Sauber F1 Team drivers. Following the installation laps on Saturday morning, however, Kubica had to park his F1.07 with a damaged engine. Not only did this lose him valuable preparation time, he also had to forfeit the fruits of a good qualifying result. Kubica was the fifth fastest, but the regulations decreed he had to start from 14th on the grid following his engine replacement. Despite some first-rate passing manoeuvres, ninth place was the best he could garner in the race. Heidfeld came seventh in qualifying and moved up into sixth place on the grid due to Kubica’s demotion. A bad start lost him two places, but in the course of the race he battled his way up to fifth. Following the disqualification of McLaren Mercedes, the BMW Sauber F1 Team moved into second place in the World Championship after 14 out of 17 races. This was of no consequence to the team: it continued as the third-strongest team out on the track – and was proud of it.

GP Japan.

Formula One’s return to Fuji was met with atrocious weather when the drivers got down to brass tacks on Saturday. The third free practice session was cancelled due to bad visibility for the emergency helicopters, and qualifying was held on a very wet track. Heidfeld came fifth, Kubica ended in a disappointing tenth place. The race started on time in continuing rain, but behind the Safety Car. When it was withdrawn on lap 19, Heidfeld was in third place (both Ferraris had set off with the wrong tyres and had to change them). As soon as the race opened up Jenson Button hit Heidfeld’s car, which cost the German driver a number of places. At the end of lap 20 Kubica was in seventh place. Both drivers had problems with engine misfiring, while Heidfeld had also lost his radio link. Kubica later collided with Hamilton, for which he received a drive-through penalty. On lap 42 Fernando Alonso had a major crash, which brought the Safety Car back out. Despite the reduced speed, there were more rain-related accidents. When the race resumed on lap 49, Räikkönen swept past Heidfeld, who was still battling with his misfiring engine. With two laps to go, Heidfeld and Kubica were in sixth and seventh position. Then Heidfeld had to pull his F1.07 out of the race with an engine fault. Kubica failed to retain the sixth place he had inherited, forfeiting it in the final metres of the race in a breathtaking duel with Felipe Massa, who relegated him to seventh. 

GP China.

Two things left their mark on the race weekend in Shanghai for the BMW Sauber F1 Team. The first was recurring hydraulic leaks which initially cost Heidfeld practice time and later forced Kubica to retire from the race. The Pole was even in the lead for a short time before limping off on lap 34. The second factor was the approaching Typhoon Krosa, which prompted forecasts of heavy rain for the race. On that basis the team opted for a wet-weather set-up and a one-stop strategy for both cars even before qualifying, which put Heidfeld and Kubica into eight and ninth place on the grid. In the race, with the entire field starting on wet tyres, Kubica’s strategy was changed to a two-stopper. He came in after lap 25 to pick up a set of dry-weather tyres, which temporarily hampered his progress when another shower came. However, the decision appeared to be vindicated when the Pole moved into the lead on lap 33. One lap later he retired from the race. Heidfeld had come in for a fresh set of rain tyres after lap 28 and likewise had to switch to dry tyres on lap 32. His second pit stop set him back and he crossed the start/finish line in seventh place.

GP Brazil.

The image of Brazil as a hot, sunny place could not have been further from the truth when the weekend started wet and cold. But the forecast was for a change and on Saturday and Sunday the sun shone and the temperature shot into the higher thirties. In qualifying it was business as usual with the team making it into the top ten for the 17th time in 17 races. Heidfeld struggled in Q1 and Q2, but it all came right in Q3 and he was sixth fastest. It was the opposite for Kubica as he was very quick in the first two sessions, but in Q3 on his last lap he had to overtake Fernando Alonso and going off line picked up dirt on his tyres. This caused him to lose valuable tenths so seventh was disappointing and not what the team wanted with a planned three stop strategy. For the final race of the season Formula One put on a spectacular show for the fans with the BMW Sauber F1 Team playing an important part in it. Both Heidfeld and Kubica gave the team everything it had hoped for from this season finale. A good start for Kubica meant he could fight with the leaders, passing Fernando Alonso on lap 33, and was lying fourth. Heidfeld was also up there and in the closing laps both were fighting with Nico Rosberg. Unfortunately their tyres were going off badly and in the end he was able to finish ahead of them. However, fifth for Kubica and sixth for Heidfeld was cause for the team to celebrate as it had reached the tally of 101 constructors’ points and kept up the hundred per cent record of scoring points in every race of the season. Contrary to what had been expected, Kimi Räikkönen not only won the race but also the Drivers’ World Championship.



	Driver
	AUS
	MAL
	BHR
	ESP
	MCO
	CDN
	USA
	FRA
	GBR
	EUR
	HUN
	TUR
	ITA
	BEL
	JPN
	CHN
	BRA
	Total

	1. Kimi Räikkönen (FIN)
	10
	6
	6
	NC
	1
	4
	5
	10
	10
	NC
	8
	8
	6
	10
	6
	10
	10
	110

	2. Lewis Hamilton (GBR)
	6
	8
	8
	8
	8
	10
	10
	6
	6
	0
	10
	4
	8
	5
	10
	NC
	2
	109

	3. Fernando Alonso (ESP)
	8
	10
	4
	6
	10
	2
	8
	2
	8
	10
	5
	6
	10
	6
	NC
	8
	6
	109

	4. Felipe Massa (BRA)
	3
	4
	10
	10
	6
	
	6
	8
	4
	8
	0
	10
	NC
	8
	3
	6
	8
	94

	5. Nick Heidfeld (DEU)
	5
	5
	5
	NC
	3
	8
	NC
	4
	3
	3
	6
	5
	5
	4
	0
	2
	3
	61

	6. Robert Kubica (POL)
	NC
	0
	3
	5
	4
	NC
	
	5
	5
	2
	4
	1
	4
	0
	2
	NC
	4
	39

	7. Heikki Kovalainen (FIN)
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	5
	4
	0
	2
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	8
	0
	NC
	30

	8. Giancarlo Fisichella (ITA)
	4
	3
	1
	0
	5
	
	0
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	4
	0
	NC
	21

	9. Nico Rosberg (DEU)
	2
	NC
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	2
	2
	3
	3
	NC
	0
	5
	20

	10. David Coulthard (GBR)
	NC
	NC
	NC
	4
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	5
	1
	0
	14

	11. Alexander Wurz (AUT)
	NC
	0
	0
	NC
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	
	13

	12. Mark Webber (AUS)
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	NC
	0
	2
	0
	NC
	6
	0
	NC
	0
	2
	NC
	0
	NC
	10

	13. Jarno Trulli (ITA)
	0
	2
	2
	NC
	0
	NC
	3
	NC
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	8

	14. Sebastian Vettel (DEU)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	5
	NC
	6

	15. Jenson Button (GBR)
	0
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	NC
	0
	1
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	1
	NC
	0
	4
	NC
	6

	16. Ralf Schumacher (DEU)
	1
	0
	0
	NC
	0
	1
	NC
	0
	NC
	NC
	3
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	5

	17. Takuma Sato (JPN)
	0
	0
	NC
	1
	0
	3
	NC
	0
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	18. Vitantonio Liuzzi (ITA)
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	NC
	NC
	0
	NC
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3

	19. Adrian Sutil (DEU)
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	NC
	NC
	1


NC = not classified

DQ = disqualified


	Team
	AUS
	MAL
	BHR
	ESP
	MCO
	CDN
	USA
	FRA
	GBR
	EUR
	HUN
	TUR
	ITA
	BEL
	JPN
	CHN
	BRA
	Total

	1. Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	13
	10
	16
	10
	7
	4
	11
	18
	14
	8
	8
	18
	6
	18
	9
	16
	18
	204

	2. BMW Sauber F1 Team
	5
	5
	8
	5
	7
	8
	1
	9
	8
	5
	10
	6
	9
	4
	2
	2
	7
	101

	3. ING Renault F1 Team
	4
	4
	1
	2
	5
	5
	4
	3
	3
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	12
	0
	NC
	51

	4. AT&T Williams
	2
	0
	0
	3
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	5
	2
	2
	3
	3
	NC
	0
	5
	33

	5. Red Bull Racing
	0
	0
	NC
	4
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	2
	5
	1
	0
	24

	6. Panasonic Toyota Racing
	1
	2
	2
	NC
	0
	1
	3
	0
	NC
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	13

	7. Scuderia Toro Rosso
	0
	0
	NC
	NC
	0
	NC
	0
	NC
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0
	8

	8. Honda Racing F1 Team
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	4
	NC
	6

	9. Super Aguri F1 Team
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	10. Etihad Aldar Spyker F1 Team
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	NC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	NC
	1

	11. Vodafone McLaren Mercedes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Points
	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Results BMW Sauber F1 Team 2007.

	
	Nick Heidfeld
	Robert Kubica
	

	Grand Prix
	Q
	Race
	Pts
	Q
	Race
	Pts
	Team ranking

	Australia
	3rd   
	4th
	5
	5th 
	DNF
	-
	3rd 

	Malaysia
	5th 
	4th 
	5
	7th 
	18th 
	-
	3rd 

	Bahrain
	5th
	4th
	5
	6th
	6th
	3
	3rd 

	Spain
	7th
	DNF
	-
	5th
	4th
	5
	3rd 

	Monaco
	7th
	6th
	3
	8th
	5th
	4
	3rd 

	Canada
	3rd
	2nd
	8
	8th
	accident
	-
	3rd 

	
	Nick Heidfeld
	Sebastian Vettel
	

	USA
	5th
	DNF
	-
	7th
	8th
	1
	3rd 

	
	Nick Heidfeld
	Robert Kubica
	

	France
	7th
	5th
	4
	4th
	4th
	5
	3rd

	Britain
	9th
	6th
	3
	5th
	4th
	5
	3rd

	Europe
	4th
	6th
	3
	5th
	7th
	2
	3rd

	Hungary
	3rd 

grid 2
	3rd
	6
	7th
	5th
	4
	3rd

	Turkey
	6th
	4th
	5
	5th
	8th
	1
	3rd

	Italy
	4th
	4th
	5
	6th
	5th
	4
	3rd

	Belgium
	7th 

grid 6
	5th
	4
	5th 

grid 14
	9th
	-
	2nd

	Japan
	5th
	DNF
	-
	10th 

grid 9
	7th
	2
	2nd

	China
	8th
	7th
	2
	9th
	DNF
	-
	2nd

	Brazil
	6th 
	6th
	3
	7th 
	5th 
	4
	2nd 
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